
Uncompromising Cooperation 
Daniel 1 

Remnants in Exile 

 

Good morning everyone.  This is week 2 in our new short series: Living for God Where You Don't Belong.   

  

How do you live out your faith, values and Christian character in a culture that is seriously unfriendly to who 

you are, what you believe and how God has called you to live?  How do you resist conformity and remain 

engaged and able to network and build relationships with people whose values and behaviors are adverse to you 

without alienating yourself from them? 

 

Today’s bible passage helps us to consider this very relevant challenge. 

 

Turn in your bibles to the Old Testament Book of Daniel.  Today we continue in our Old Testament Journey, a 

sort of overview of the Old Testament, but we are moving from the period of the kingdom years to what is 

known as the period of the exile.   

 

And here is the situation:  God’s people, as a whole, had abandoned their covenant with God.  They had refused 

to repent and carry out their God-ordained purpose as the nation through whom God would redeem the nations. 

Part of the benefit of the Jewish people living in covenant with God was peace in the land God had marked out 

for them. 

 

Their judgment therefore was exile.  The southern kingdom of Judah in the early 600’s BC came under 

Babylonian control.  And king Nebuchadnezzar executed the exile in three massive deportations.  Among the 

605 BC deportation was a group of young Jewish men who were faithful worshippers of God.  The first half of 

the Book of Daniel tells the story of these men seeking to be faithful to God in a pagan land.  Seeing to live for 

God where they didn't belong. 

 

They are away from Jerusalem and the temple and the priesthood.   

They are surrounded by paganism.  It was difficult for Jewish people inside the land to resist conformity to 

outside cultures.  Now these exiles from Judah are living smack-dab among them. 

 

How will they navigate their faith, their values, their beliefs in a foreign land?  Will they remain true to God?  

Will they impact the culture they are in, or conform to it?  Is God still with us even though we are no longer in 

the land?  These were the questions they had to struggle with. 

 

This book was written for Jewish exiles in Babylon in the 2nd half of the Babylonian captivity.  The recipients of 

this letter are much like each of us.  They were living immersed in a pagan culture.  We live immersed in a 

pagan culture.  
 

Daniel and his friends and those he wrote to, presumably, all desire to impact the Babylonian culture and remain 

true to their faith without compromising.  You and I, presumably, all desire to impact American culture and 

remain true to our faith without compromising.   
 

The exiles were awaiting the fulfillment of God’s promise to bring about deliverance and restore them to the 

land of Israel.  They were unsure how that would take place or whether they would live to see the day.  We also 

await the fulfillment of God’s promise concerning deliverance in the second coming of Christ.  We are equally 

unsure how, and just when, that will take place, and whether or not we will live to see that day.   

 

In the meantime, how then shall we live?  How do we keep focused on God’s kingdom moving forward when it 

is hard to see that it is?  How do we avoid getting sucked into the culture around us?  These are questions that 

Daniel hopes to help his younger readers struggle with. 



 

So this book speaks volumes to us about “Uncompromising Cooperation.” Living in, but not of, the world; 

fitting in while not blending in; engaging without conforming or withdrawing from our culture. 

 

Daniel 1:1-2 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came 

to Jerusalem and besieged it. 2 And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with some 

of the articles from the temple of God. These he carried off to the temple of his god in Babylonia and put in the 

treasure house of his god.  

 

This opening is a description meant to remind the later Jewish readers just how removed these exiles were from 

God’s original design for Jewish life and worship. 

 

Daniel 1:3-4 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring in some of the Israelites from 

the royal family and the nobility-- 4 young men without any physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for 

every kind of learning, well informed, quick to understand, and qualified to serve in the king's palace. He was to 

teach them the language and literature of the Babylonians.  

 

The first level of integration for some of the exiles was educational and cultural immersion and assimilation.  

This would have involved learning about their religious practices, which included a lot of witchcraft.   

 

Daniel 1:5 The king assigned them a daily amount of food and wine from the king's table. They were to be 

trained for three years, and after that they were to enter the king's service.  

 

Add to their education the integration of Babylonian diet and political service to a rival kingdom. Now enter 

Daniel and company.  Four young men who will prove to be examples for later exiles of uncompromising 

cooperation.  I’ve read that it is estimated that Daniel was as young as 15 at the time of the first deportation.   

 

Daniel 1:6-7 Among these were some from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. 7 The chief official 

gave them new names: to Daniel, the name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to 

Azariah, Abednego.  

 

Now these names are a fourth layer of attempt to essentially turn these young Jewish men into Babylonian men.  

The names they had were Yahwistic.  Their names had God’s name in them.  The meaning of their names 

related to their Jewish heritage.  But their new names were paganistic names.  Names that related to pagan gods 

and pagan practices.   

 

For example, Daniel's name was a statement of faith: "God is my judge." Nebuchadnezzar changed his name to 

Belteshazzar, which in Akkadian means "The divine lady protects the king." (From the article “Graduating from 

Babylon U—With Honors” by Tremper Longman III) 

 

Daniel 1:8 But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief 

official for permission not to defile himself this way. 

 

Out of all the integration efforts, Daniel chose one specifically to take a stand on.   

 

Let’s see how it plays out.   

 

Daniel 1:9-21 

 

It would be quite obvious to the Jewish reader 40+ years later when they would read and study Daniels stories 

and his prophecies that the intent was to provide instruction and encouragement in this matter of trusting God 

and living faithful God away from Jerusalem. 



 

The exile was not an excuse to give up on God or His commandments.  It was not permission to abandon God’s 

big picture purpose of being a blessing to the nations.  No, what we have here is an example that provides 

instruction as to living uncompromisingly while living cooperatively, all the while surrounded by pagan 

influence. 

 

Many Christian’s today struggle to see and understand that while living immersed in an anti-Christian, anti-

God, immoral culture, that it is still possible to be faithful to God without alienating ourselves completely from 

the world He has called us to reach.   

 

 Jesus himself lived in Israel during Roman occupation.  The Jewish culture of his day was immersed in Roman 

politics and culture.  And Jesus showed us how to be a friend of sinners, to render to Cesar what was Cesar’s, 

and yet be who he was without compromise.  He instructed his followers to carry a roman soldier’s pack 

willingly, to turn the other cheek, and yet remain distinct not by their complete separation from culture but by 

their character, humility and love even for their enemies. 

 

“They will know you are Christians,” Jesus said.  How?  By your love!  Not by your policy on drinking.  Not by 

where or how you watch movies, etc.  Certainly not be avoiding talking with, eating with, or engaging with non 

believers.   

 

So what would Daniel’s instructions to us be? 

 

Instruction #1: Decision - Choose your lines carefully (selectively). 

 

What is very interesting about this text is that Daniel apparently did not make an issue of the education, what 

names they were known by, or serving a government or people that were enemies of Israel.  But he did draw a 

line on the food and drink.  Why? 

 

Apparently there was something about the diet that he, or they, thought amounted to defilement.  The 

conclusion we could prematurely jump to was that it was an un-kosher diet.  It could have been.  But we can’t 

be sure.  First of all wine was not excluded from the Jewish diet.  And while most likely the Babylonian choice 

foods included unclean animals it appears later in chapter 10 Daniel was no longer restricting himself to this one 

line in the sand.   

 

What is likely happening is that all of these things fall into some type of compromise to what they would 

normally be able to avoid in land of Israel.  But to draw a line on all of them may well prove to push the limits 

too far. 

 

What seems to be happening here is that they are choosing to pick an area to remain distinct that provides the 

opportunity to show that God’s people are not made great by the things the Babylonians think will make them 

great.   

 

Greatness comes from God.   

 

A lot of Christians believe that you have to make a line-in-the-sand issue with every little thing.  The closest 

example that we can all relate to is the way the Amish go to extremes of separation from the world and make 

line-in-the-sand issues with things that don’t really make them more or less godly. 

 

Apparently Daniel figured it really didn’t matter what Babylonians called them.  They referred to themselves 

among each other by their native names, as can be seen in the way Daniel writes the book to his audience and 

continues to refer to himself as Daniel and the others by their Jewish names. 

 



Daniel and company may well have learned about all the so-called wisdom of the magicians and conjurers of 

Babylon, but when it came time to discern Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in Chapter 2, Daniel prayed to God for the 

revelation. 

 

Men and women, you and I must figure out just how we may remain distinct, and where we must draw a line, 

and be willing to do it at whatever risk.  But we also must be careful not to make every little thing a dramatic 

issue and utterly wear down the patience of employers work for or systems that we are a part of.   

 

While we may have to draw a line where ever the scripture is abundantly clear we may not have to draw a line 

on everything that any Christian may feel is a line in the sand issue but truly is not clear in scripture.   

 

Instruction #2: Attitude- Respectful and submissive negotiation 

 

One of the things that I think really makes the difference here is the attitude of Daniel.  Attitude can make all 

the difference in the world.  Notice that he says about himself “Daniel made up his mind.”  But he didn’t draw 

this line in the sand with an attitude of rebellion and obnoxiousness. 

 

Daniel and Company didn’t have the attitude that was like: We’re not going to answer by those names, we’re 

not going to study those books on witchcraft, we’re not going to eat your food; and we’re not going to serve this 

ungodly government.   

 

They not only chose carefully the lines they would draw so as to make a distinctive stand, they drew that line in 

a respectful winsome way.  Daniel negotiated for that, and he did it very pragmatically. 

 

“he sought the permission” v. 8.  “please test your servants…”  He understood that this commander had a job to 

do and his compliance was not just a risk on Daniel’s part, but also on his.   

 

Can you see the difference? 

 

Sometimes Christians draw their lines in the sand in a way that completely ticks people off and makes a bad 

name for Jesus Christ.  But with the proper attitude you can have the exact opposite effect.  Perhaps not every 

time in every situation.  But if you ask politely and respectfully for consideration of your faith practices and 

desire to satisfy your bosses expectations in a way that does compromise, they learn something about your faith. 

They see a positive and submissive attitude and their hearts and ears in all likelihood open to you. 

 

Daniel was being a witness by drawing the line but he made the witness winsome by his attitude.  Attitude is a 

big deal.  If we seek to be true to God and our faith in a manner that doesn’t glorify God or respect others then 

we really have not remained true to our faith. 

 

Instruction #3: Faith - Rely on Divine intervention and protection 

 

There are two things that Daniel says in this chapter that indicate He is living by faith and depending on God. 

 

He says that he made up his mind that he would not defile himself….and then says  

 

“God granted Daniel favor and compassion in the sight of the commander of the officials. 1:9 

 

“as for these youths, God gave them knowledge and intelligence in every branch of literature and wisdom; 

Daniel even understood all kinds of visions and dreams…” 1:17 

 

What Daniel is telling his fellow Jews is this:  God is not back in Israel, having kicked us out.  He is here with 

us in Babylon.  And He is with us as we seek to draw our lines and hold out for His promises to be fulfilled.  



And while we may have to risk our necks, God is intervening for us here, and this is testimony to us and hope 

for us that He has not thrown us away.   

 

He intervened miraculously and is making us strong in this foreign land.  Live like you are His.  Live like you 

can trust Him to act in your behalf.  The God of Israel is the One true God with no geographical limits.  He was 

not under Nebuchanezzer or any of the kings that followed him.  He was over all and in all. 

Israel, you are still God’s people.  Israel, He is still your God.  And you can trust Him.  Even here in Babylon, 

you can trust Him. 

 

Conclusion: 

 

Brothers and sisters, I want to urge you to ask God for wisdom in how and when you draw your lines.  But do 

draw them.  And do trust God to work in your favor.  Do keep a God-honoring and respectful attitude as you do.  

You are representing the Great and Awesome Yahweh of Old in this land that is swirling further and further 

into the abyss of relativism, syncretism, amoralism. 

 

You represent Him with your words, your decisions, your attitudes, your values, your character, your family, 

your body… Everything you are has been redeemed by Jesus Christ for His purposes in this land away from 

Jerusalem. 

 

Live the abundant life given you in Jesus Christ right here in this land, among a culture that has lost its 

foundation.  Stay true to the New Covenant, keep your hope fixed on your future deliverance, and trust your 

God no matter what is going on around you. 

  

Last week we read  

 

Jeremiah 29:4-5  

 

These verses are as good today for us as they were to Daniel, his three friends, and the rest of the exiles. 

 


