
“Deceit” 
The Craft of Destruction 

Genesis 37:25-36 
 

It often involves: 
I.   Treachery - “Come let us sell him”                            (vs. 25-30) 
  

We become :    
  

 A.  Opportunists -“behold a company of Ishmeelites came” 

  
 B.  Legalists  -“let not our hand be upon him…our brother” 
  
 C.  Egotists -“and I, whither shall I go”  
 
II.  Trickery - “they sent the coat…to their father”         (vs. 31-32) 
  

We devalue: 
 

A.  Fortunes -“killed a kid of the goat…dipped the coat” 
 .    

B.  Facts -“this have we found”   
 

C.  Feelings  –“know now whether it be thy son’s coat” 
  

III. Torment  - “Reuben heard... delivered him” (vs. 33-36) 
  
We increase others’: 
 

 A.  Loss  – “an evil beast hath devoured him” 
  
          B.  Loneliness  – “his father wept for him” 
 
            C.  Labor –“sold him into Egypt unto Potiphar” 
 

 Sentence Sermon:  

 

“Deceiving others, especially family, brings pain and grief .”   
 

 Additional Verses    
 

 Genesis 45:5-8 
 Psalm 40:1-2 
 Exodus 2:23 
 Exodus 2:16, 21; 18:9 
 Acts 7:9-15 
 Genesis 49:22-26 
 Psalm 76:10 
 Genesis 42:21 
 II Corinthians 4:7-18 
 Leviticus 27:5 
 Exodus 21:32 
 Jeremiah 17:9 

 
 Questions to Ponder: 

 

1. What are the key words in this passage?   
2. Who is the central character of the passage?   
3.  What parallels can we see in this passage to the Life of Christ? 
4. Why are we told they were eating when they saw the Ishmeelites? 
5. How would you describe Judah’s attitude and actions? 
6. What do you think is the worst part of the brother’s plan? 
7. How do you think Reuben felt when he found out about the plan? 
8. How could the brother’s justify deceiving their father? 
9. What could the sons and daughters do to comfort their father? 
10. Why is verse 36 stuck on to the end of this story? 
11. Is deceiving family that bad?  What are some negative effects? 
12. Does this passage urge you to swear off deceit? Explain. 

 
 


