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SERMON:  What Christ Thinks of the Churches:  When the Poor Are Rich
TEXT:         Revelation 2:8-11

Introduction

  A.  At the close of our worship service today we plan to call forward one of our precious
families, the Coppenbargers, and send them off with our prayers and blessings as they
move to Georgia.  Their move has required that they not only look for a house, but even
more importantly, that they look to join the kind of church that Christ our Lord is seeking
for Himself, seeing and evaluating the church through Christ’s eyes.

  B.  If you or I were to move, what kind of church would we be seeking for ourselves and our 
family?  What kind of church are we right now seeking Three Rivers Baptist to be?  Are 
we seeking for ourselves and for our church what Christ is seeking in a church, in His 
people?

  C.  So far in Revelation chapters 2 & 3 we’ve looked through Christ’s eyes at 5 churches in the 
Roman province of Asia (in modern Turkey), and noted that He criticized and called
members in each of those churches to repentance.  The final 2 churches that we will look
at today through Christ’s eyes - Smyrna and Philadelphia, are the only ones who receive
no criticism from Christ, but only His commendation. So it stands to reason that the kind
of church we should seek to be part of will imitate the character and conduct of these
churches, of these church members. 

  D.  To help us evaluate our hearts and to see ourselves through Christ’s eyes, a useful and
sobering question to ask ourselves is this: If we had to choose between joining the church
at Smyrna or Philadelphia on the one hand, or the church at Laodicea on the other, which
church would we choose?

  E.  Laodicea might have initially looked impressive by all outward appearances.  They felt were
blessed financially, materially, socially, relationally with their community.  They felt safe. 
Everything they could want in a church they had.  Yet Jesus saw them to poor, blind,
naked, headed for His judgment.

Revelation 3:15   'I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you
were cold or hot.  'So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you 16

out of My mouth.  'Because you say, "I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have 17

need of nothing," and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor
and blind and naked, 

  F.  So do we think it is obvious which church we would choose?  Consider what the churches of
Smyrna and Philadelphia had in common with each other but not with Laodicea.

I.  What circumstances Smyrna and Philadelphia had in common with each other but not 



with Laodicea.

  A.  Both were poor, diminished in stature and power.

Revelation 2:9  'I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich), and the
blasphemy by those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of
Satan. 

Revelation 3:8   'I know your deeds. Behold, I have put before you an open door which no
one can shut, because you have a little power, and have kept My word, and have not
denied My name.   'Behold, I will cause those of the synagogue of Satan, who say that9

they are Jews and are not, but lie-- I will make them come and bow down at your feet,
and make them know that I have loved you. 

  B.  Both were persecuted (evidently) by the Romans, which might explain their poverty, 
especially since Smyrna, like Ephesus, was a port city with rivaled Ephesus in wealth and 
prestige.  In 25 AD Smyrna successfully competed with other Asian cities for the 
privilege of building a temple to the Roman emperor Tiberius, and had an intense interest 
in promoting the emperor cult. Perhaps their material poverty was linked to their
“tribulation” (2:9), brought about by their unwillingness to offer sacrifices to the emperor
or to the idols of the trade guilds, plus being disowned by the Jewish community as a    
different religion versus Judaism in full blossom.

  C.  Both were slandered and opposed by the unbelieving Jewish community.  We also see from
Jesus’s words in 2:9 and 3:9 that Smyrna and Philadelphia had a Jewish community
actively hostile to Christians. Such hostility by Jews against Christians was typical of the
apostolic church, as Paul attested to the Ephesian elders ...

Acts 20:18 And when they had come to him, he said to them, "You yourselves know,
from the first day that I set foot in Asia, how I was with you the whole time, 19
serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials which came upon
me through the plots of the Jews;

  D.  Both were assured their opposition was Satanic

II.  What future circumstances could Smyrna and Philadelphia expect in this age?

  A.  Suffering tribulation

Revelation 2:10   'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to
cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation
for ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life. 

Revelation 3:11   'I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one will 



take your crown. 

  B.  Suffering imprisonment

  C.  Suffering death

  D.  Still want to chose Smyrna/Philadelphia over Laodicea?

III.  What made Smyrna and Philadelphia rich in Christ’s eyes?

  A.  Both were rich in faith.

Revelation 2:9  'I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich), and the
blasphemy by those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 

Revelation 3:8   'I know your deeds. Behold, I have put before you an open door which no
one can shut, because you have a little power, and have kept My word, and have not
denied My name.  

James 2:5 Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to be
rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?

  B.  Both were rich in Christ’s promises.

      1.  An open door to the kingdom of Christ, the heir to David’s throne, despite unbelieving 
Jews saying they do not belong to God’s people, God’s kingdom.  Key of David = 
authority to grant or bar entrance to God’s kingdom, over whom an offspring of David 
will rule forever.   In language drawn from Isaiah 22:22, as authority to access the 
kingdom of Hezekiah was given to Eliakim, so authority to access God’s eternal kingdom 
is given to Christ.

Revelation 3:7   "And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: He who is holy,
who is true, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, and who
shuts and no one opens, says this: 

Isaiah 22:22  "Then I will set the key of the house of David on his shoulder, when he
opens no one will shut, when he shuts no one will open.

      2.  The promise to belong to God, to receive a permanent place and citizenship in the 
heavenly Jerusalem.

Revelation 3:12  'He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My
God, and he will not go out from it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My
God, and the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out
of heaven from My God, and My new name.’



Revelation 22:3   There will no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the
Lamb will be in it, and His bond-servants will serve Him;  they will see His face, and His 4

name will be on their foreheads. 

     3.  The promise of public vindication

Revelation 3:9  'Behold, I will cause those of the synagogue of Satan, who say that they
are Jews and are not, but lie-- I will make them come and bow down at your feet, and
make them know that I have loved you. 

Proverbs 14:19   The evil will bow down before the good, and the wicked at the gates
of the righteous. 

      4.  The promised crown of eternal life.

Revelation 2:10   'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to
cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for
ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life. 

Revelation 3:11   'I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one will take 
your crown. 

James 1:12 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved,
he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.

      5.  The promise of deliverance from the second death.

Revelation 2:11   'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He
who overcomes will not be hurt by the second death.' 

Revelation 20:14   Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the
second death, the lake of fire.  And if anyone's name was not found written in the book 15

of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 

  C.  How did Syrman believers become rich?

  1.  They forsook economic prosperity for the love of Jesus.
  2.  They forsook social approval for the love of Jesus.
  3.  They forsook physical well being for the love of Jesus.

IV.  How are they (and we) to remain rich?

  A.  2:8  Fix your eyes on Jesus.

Revelation 2:8 "And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: The first and the last,



who was dead, and has come to life, says this:

      1.  Christ (not Caesar) is God to be worshiped.   (First and Last)

      2.  Christ overcame death through faith in God.

Hebrews 12:1 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let
us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let
us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the
author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 For
consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you
will not grow weary and lose heart.

  B.  2:9  Be comforted in the certainty of Christ’s care for us in our suffering.

Revelation 2:9 'I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich), and the
blasphemy by those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.

Matthew 10:29 "Are not two sparrows sold for a cent? And yet not one of them will fall
to the ground apart from your Father. 30 "But the very hairs of your head are all
numbered. 31 "So do not fear; you are more valuable than many sparrows.

1 Peter 5:6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may
exalt you at the proper time, 7 casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for
you.

  C.  2:10  Do not fear what man can do to you.

Revelation 2:10 'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about
to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation
for ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.

Matthew 10:28 "Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul;
but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

Psalm 118:6 The LORD is for me; I will not fear; What can man do to me?

  D.  2:10  Trust in God’s good purposes in our being tested.

Revelation 2:10 'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to
cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation
for ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.

Daniel 1:8 But Daniel made up his mind that he would not defile himself with the king's



choice food or with the wine which he drank; so he sought permission from the
commander of the officials that he might not defile himself. ... 12 "Please test your
servants for ten days, and let us be given some vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13
"Then let our appearance be observed in your presence and the appearance of the youths
who are eating the king's choice food; and deal with your servants according to what you
see." 14 So he listened to them in this matter and tested them for ten days. 15 At the end
of ten days their appearance seemed better and they were fatter than all the youths who
had been eating the king's choice food.

James 1:2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing
that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 And let endurance have its perfect
result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

1 Peter 1:6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you
have been distressed by various trials, 7 so that the proof of your faith, being more
precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to
result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 8 and though
you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe
in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,

1 Peter 4:12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes
upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you; 13 but
to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the
revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation. 14 If you are reviled for the name
of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.

  E.  Be faithful unto death.  2:10; 3:11

Revelation 2:10 'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to
cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for
ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.

Revelation 3:11   'I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one will
take your crown. 

Cf. the martyrdom of 86 year old Polycarp in 155/6 AD, disciple of John and bishop of
Smyrna.

  F.  Fix your hope on eternal life.

Revelation 2:10 'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to
cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for



ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life. 11 'He who has an
ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes will not be
hurt by the second death.'

James 1:12 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been
approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those
who love Him.

1 Peter 1:13 Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope
completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

  G.  Hear = heed the words of this prophecy.  2:11

Revelation 2:11 'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches. He who overcomes will not be hurt by the second death.'

Revelation 1:3 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the
prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; for the time is near.

Conclusion

  A.  What we inside the church or those on the outside think of the church might or might not
have significance, but what truly and most importantly has significance is what Christ
thinks of the church.

  B.  Contrary to the value system of the world which is passing away, what matters to Christ who
is alive forevermore is that we be enduringly rich in faith, and thus heirs of the treasure of
eternal life in His eternal kingdom.
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