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“THE TREASURE WE HAVE IN CHRIST” 

COLOSSIANS 2:1-7 
# 7 in Series, “Jesus Is Enough” 

 
Acts 20:28-29 (NASB) “28 Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 29 I know that after my departure savage 
wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock.” 
 
Ephesians 5:25b (NASB) “…Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her.” 
 
2 Corinthians 6:11 (NASB) “Our mouth has spoken freely to you, O Corinthians, our heart is opened wide.” 
 
2 Corinthians 12:15a (NASB) “I will most gladly spend and be expended for your souls.” 
 
Philippians 1:7a (NASB) “For it is only right for me to feel this way about you all, because I have you in my heart…”  
 
 
Introduction (v. 1) 
 
Colossians 4:12 (NASB) “Epaphras, who is one of your number, a bondslave of Jesus Christ, sends you his greetings, always 
laboring earnestly for you in his prayers, that you may stand perfect and fully assured in all the will of God.” 
 
 
 
I.       The Treasure Examined (vv. 2-3) 
 

A. The Comfort of the Treasure (v. 2a) 
 

Proverbs 23:7a (NASB) “For as he thinks within himself, so he is.”  
 
 
 

B. The Cohesiveness of the Treasure (v. 2b) 
 

Ephesians 4:3 (NASB) “being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” 
 
 
 

C. The Comprehension of the Treasure (v. 2c) 
 

Colossians 2:2b (HCSB) “…so that they may have all the riches of assured understanding…”  
 
Colossians 2:2b (NIV) “…so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding…”  
 
Understanding—the ability to bring biblical truth and apply it to everyday life. 
 
“When the believer experiences spiritual truth by living it, it becomes truly understood and leads to assurance of his or 
her salvation. The New Testament, then, concludes that knowing the truth and acting on it leads to ‘full assurance of 
understanding.’ People often express to me doubts about their salvation, even though they have read books on 
assurance. Their primary problem is not a lack of knowledge, but a failure to apply the truths they know. Faith finds 
solid footing in a strong heart and works itself out in love of fellow believers, results in deep conviction. That is the 
basis for assurance.”                                                                                                                             —John MacArthur 

 



D. The Containment of the Treasure (vv. 2d-3) 
 

Philippians 3:10a (NASB) “that I may know Him…”  
 
2 Peter 3:18 (NASB) “but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”  

 
 
 
 
II.      The Treasure Endangered (vv. 4-5) 
 

1 Timothy 4:1b (NASB) “…doctrines of demons.” 
 
 
 

 
III.     The Treasure Experienced (vv. 6-7) 
 

Psalms 119:1 (NASB) “How blessed are those whose way is blameless, who walk in the law of the Lord.” 
 
Micah 6:8b (NASB) “… walk humbly with your God?” 
 
Romans 8:4b (NASB) “…do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.” 
 
Ephesians 4:1b (NASB) “…walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called.” 
 
 
A. The Beginning of the Walk (v. 6a) 
 

John 1:12 (NASB) “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to 
those who believe in His name.” 

 
 
 

B. The Boundary of the Walk (v. 6b) 
 
 
 
C. The Basics of the Walk (v. 7) 
 

1. We Are Rooted in Him (v. 7a) 
 
2.    We Are Being Built Up in Him (v. 7b) 
 

Acts 20:32a (NASB) “And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build 
you up ...” 

 
2. We Are Established in Him (v. 7c) 
 
4.   We Are Overflowing in Him (v. 7d) 

 
 
 
 



First Baptist Church Powell 5 1 2016 PM 
Sermon 7:  The Treasure We Have in Christ 
Series: Jesus Is Enough 
Colossians 2:1-7 
 
On the wall outside my office are three paintings. The three paintings each show a shepherd caring for his 
sheep. In these paintings, the three functions of a pastor are illustrated (the Greek word translated “pastor” 
can be translated “shepherd”).  
In one painting, the shepherd is walking in front of the sheep through some rough terrain, and the sheep 
are following him. One of the tasks of a pastor is to lead the church, the sheep.  
In the second painting, the shepherd is soothing and comforting, and caring for the individual needs of the 
sheep.  
In the third painting, the shepherd is battling wolves that threaten to destroy the sheep. That speaks of the 
pastoral task of protecting the sheep, especially from false teachers who are pictured as wolves in the 
Scriptures.  
We see the apostle Paul using that same language as he speaks to the elders of the church at Ephesus in 
Acts 20:28-29: “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made 
you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. I know that after 
my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock.”  
There is no greater human example of a shepherd than the apostle Paul. Because he so loved the Lord, he 
loved the church that the Lord Jesus loved. Ephesians 5:25b: “… Christ also loved the church and gave 
Himself up for her.” Paul regularly expressed this love for the church. 2 Corinthians 6:11: “Our mouth has 
spoken freely to you, O Corinthians, our heart is opened wide.” In 2 Corinthians 12:15a, the apostle Paul 
said, “I will most gladly spend and be expended for your souls.” Philippians 1:7a: “For it is only right for 
me to feel this way about you all, because I have you in my heart…” It was Paul’s shepherd heart that the 
Holy Spirit used to have him write this letter to the church at Colossae. 
 
Introduction (v 1)  
In this first verse, Paul opens his heart to communicate the great struggle that he goes through for the 
churches. The Greek word translated “struggle” is translated “conflict” in another translation. It is a Greek 
word that we get our own word “agonize.” It communicates extreme strain. Where was the struggle taking 
place? Paul was in prison in Rome, so it could not be a purely physical struggle. I think that the struggle 
was in prayer. I am afraid that today’s church is really wimpy when it comes to prayer. As Paul looked at 
the danger that the Colossians were facing from false teachers who told them that Jesus wasn’t enough 
and when he thought about the false reasoning they were hearing, he agonized. Paul knew that as verse 4 
says, the false teachers would try to delude them with persuasive argument. Paul’s pattern was not to just 
fret and worry, but to pray – agonizing prayer. His prayer extended to those even in churches whom he 
had never met. 
It seems that Paul’s disciple, Epaphras, who had started the church in his hometown of Colossae, had 
caught from Paul how to pray. In Colossians 4:12 Paul said of his disciple, “Epaphras, who is one of your 
number, a bondslave of Jesus Christ, sends you his greetings, always laboring earnestly for you in his 
prayers, that you may stand perfect and fully assured in all the will of God.” The word translated 
“laboring” means to labor to the point of exhaustion.  
 
     

I.  The Treasure Examined (v 2-3) 
Just as loving parents have goals and desires for their children, Paul had goals and desires for the 
Colossians, and indeed all believers. He took those desires and goals to the Lord in serious, even 



agonizing prayer. Paul desperately wanted the Colossians to experience four things that only the Lord 
could do for them. 

A.  The Comfort of the Treasure (v 2a) 
The Greek word translated “encouraged” is parakaleo. This word has the meaning of calling another 
alongside. Para means “to come alongside”. We see that word in the English word parallel that comes 
from this Greek word. The word kaleo means “to call.” It is the idea of calling one to come along beside 
for strength and comfort. This is actually the same root word that is used as a name for the Holy Spirit 
who is sometimes called “the Paraclete.” He is the One who comes along side believers to empower them 
to live the Christian life and comforts them in trials. Paul knows all of the temptations and trials they were 
facing with false teachers and human philosophy. He’s praying for their hearts to be strengthened, 
comforted, and encouraged that they may stand strong in the faith. 
What is it that is to be encouraged, strengthened, and comforted? It is the heart. The heart can mean 
several things (all closely related) depending on the context. Sometimes when the Bible speaks of the 
heart is talking about the whole inner person (the soul and the spirit); sometimes it is referring to the 
center, the core of life. That would be referring to the spirit of man. Sometimes the heart is referring to 
just the mind. Proverbs 23:7a (NKJV): “For as he thinks in his heart, so is he.” Here in this passage heart is 
likely referring to the mind. It is the mind that needs comforting. If the mind is right, the emotions will 
line up with what the mind tells it is true – eventually.  

B.  The Cohesiveness of the Treasure (v 2b) 
To knit together means to unite or bring together. What a beautiful description of true fellowship and 
unity in the church. There is no fellowship so sweet! When a group of believers are totally yielded to 
Jesus, looking to Jesus as the supply of their deepest needs, and who truly love one another, there is a 
bond that is described as being “knit together.” Satan has all kinds of substitutes, but this “knit together” 
unity and fellowship is found only in the church. We are not told to create unity. Only God can do that, 
and He has done it for all who are truly in Christ. Our task is to preserve the unity Christ Jesus has given 
us. Ephesians 4:3: “being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”  

C.   The Comprehension of the Treasure (v 2c) 
Paul struggles, even agonizes, in prayer that believers would come to know the wealth that comes from 
full assurance of understanding. What is this full assurance of understanding referring to? It is the full 
assurance and understanding that we are complete in Him; that He is enough. Let’s define some key 
words and phrases. Colossians 2:2b (HCSB): “…so that they may have all the riches of assured 
understanding…” Colossians 2:2b (NIV): “…so that they may have the full riches of complete 
understanding…”  
The key word in Colossians 2:2c is “understanding.” The word translated “understanding” in its context 
in this verse is the ability to bring biblical truths and apply them to everyday life. Knowledge is knowing 
the facts while understanding takes the facts and applies them to the details of our life – our problems, 
sins, needs, relationships, and opportunities. How does this apply to assurance? Let me give you a quote 
that says it better than I can.  
When the believer experiences spiritual truth by living it, it becomes truly understood and leads to 
assurance of his or her salvation. The New Testament, then, concludes that knowing the truth and acting 
on it leads to ‘full assurance of understanding.’ People often express to me doubts about their salvation, 
even though they have read books on assurance. Their primary problem is not a lack of knowledge, but a 
failure to apply the truths they know. Truth that finds solid footing in a strong heart and works itself out in 
love of fellow believers, results in deep conviction. That is the basis for assurance.  
[John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, Colossians and Philemon, page 90]  
Without assurance we cannot enjoy the wealth that is ours in Christ Himself.  



As a reminder from the previous message, a mystery is something that can only be known when God 
reveals it. No amount of studying can enable us to comprehend it. Let’s put verses 1-2 together. Paul 
agonizes in prayer for the Colossians who are being bombarded with false teaching. He prays that they 
would have assurance that comes from understanding true knowledge of God’s mystery – Christ Himself, 
Christ in us (Colossians 1:27).  

D.  The Containment of the Treasure (v 2d-3) 
The treasure that is being sought by so many spiritually blind people is actually found only in Christ 
Himself. The false teachers and philosophers in Colossae taught that true wisdom and knowledge was 
hidden from all but the super intelligent. Paul basically says, “That’s baloney!” True wisdom is hidden 
alright; it is hidden in Christ Himself. If we are in union with Christ, we have access to the treasures – all 
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Because they are “hidden” in Him, we have to search them out 
by an ever deepening experiential knowledge of Him. This is what Paul was referring to in Philippians 
3:10a: “that I may know Him…” That is why Peter told us in 2 Peter 3:18a: “but grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” Basically, growing in spiritual maturity is simply 
discovering and appropriating what we got when we got Jesus!  
Jesus is not just sufficient to save us; He is also sufficient to sanctify us, to make us, to conform us to His 
likeness. He is sufficient to deal with any sin that drags us down, so that we might walk in victory. When 
we die, He is sufficient to take us into the presence of the Father and into the dwelling place He has 
prepared for us when He ascended back to heaven.  
 

II.  The Treasure Endangered (v 4-5) 
Believers are robbed of experiencing this treasure by false teaching. The basic attack of all false systems 
throughout church history is has been to deny Christ’s deity or His sufficiency to save and sanctify. Paul 
called these false teachings in 1 Timothy 4:1b: “… doctrines of demons.” Paul was well aware that the 
devil is a “slick talker” who is a master of deceit. His goal for believers is to rob us from knowing and 
applying “all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”  
The word “delude” (“deceive” in other translations) in verse 4 literally means “to reason beside 
something.” If the target is truth, the enemy of our souls will put beside the truth things that are close to 
the truth but not truth. The most effective counterfeit bills are those that look most like the real thing. 
Most all false teachers are eloquent and excellent communicators. Don’t be deceived! You must have a 
settled conviction about the person of Christ and the sufficiency of Christ so that you will not be taken in 
by false teachers.  
In verse 5, Paul says that though he is in prison for preaching the Gospel, and cannot be with them in 
body, he is with them in spirit (his affections and concern are focused on them). Paul rejoiced in their 
good discipline and the stability of their faith. Those are both military terms. The word translated “good 
discipline” pictures a line of soldiers positioned and prepared for battle. The word “stability” refers to 
firmness or strength. There was much to be commended about the Colossians, but they could never let up, 
and neither can we, because the enemy is vigilant and always pressing his agenda.  
 

III.  The Treasure Experienced (v 6-7) 
The word “Therefore” connects verses 6-7 with verses 1-5. Paul is saying, “In light of the fact that in 
Jesus we have the true knowledge of God’s mystery – that all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are 
hidden in Him – and in light of the fact that we are in a satanic led and empowered attack carried on by 
false teachers, we must be diligent to walk continually in Jesus.” The word “walk” is used often in the 
Bible, and especially in the epistles of the New Testament. Here are just a few of the many verses that talk 
about our “walk.”  



In the Old Testament we have Psalms 119:1: “How blessed are those whose way is blameless, who walk 
in the law of the Lord.” Micah 6:8b: “…walk humbly with your God?”  
In the New Testament, we have Romans 8:4b: “…do not walk according to the flesh but according to the 
Spirit.” Ephesians 4:1b: “…walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called.” 
 If you look in a concordance at how many times the word “walk” is used, you will likely be surprised. 
The overflowing life (v 7b) is not a sprint. In fact, it is not a run at all; it is a walk that continues until we 
leave these bodies behind. Our walk in Scripture refers to our way of life – our daily pattern of life. How 
do we walk in light of this treasure we have in Christ?  

A.  The Beginning of the Walk (v 6a) 
The beginning of the walk is receiving Christ Jesus the Lord. We also see that word “receive” applied to 
our response to Jesus in John 1:12: “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become 
children of God, even to those who believe in His name.” The Greek word means to open up and take 
unto oneself. To receive Christ is to move beyond accepting that certain facts about Jesus are true, and 
inviting Him to come into your life and take control. That is why Paul emphasizes that it is Christ Jesus 
the Lord that we receive. It is not Christ Jesus the heavenly genie who makes sure that we are prosperous 
and have our desires met. We can only savingly receive one Jesus – the One who is Lord! Have you ever 
received Christ Jesus the Lord? To receive Him is to turn from all rivals to Him (repentance) and receive 
Him by faith into your life for all that He is, and He is Lord. There is no other Jesus that saves but the 
Jesus who is Lord. The word Lord means “master,” “owner,” and “possessor.” If He is our Lord, then we 
are His slave. 

B.  The Boundary of the Walk (v 6b) 
How do you walk “in” someone? The primary meaning here is that we walk out of the power of being in 
union with Christ, baptized into Christ at the moment of salvation by the Holy Spirit. Let’s see that 
phrase, “Walk in Christ” from another angle. In the first church I pastored in southern Ohio, we lived in a 
house the church owned (parsonage). Our back yard joined the church property. Fortunately, the back 
yard had a fence. We only had two small children at that time, and Kathy would let them go out to play, 
but their instructions were to play “in the fence.” In other words, that fence became the circumference and 
the boundary of their walk. To walk “in Jesus” means that He is the boundary of our walk. Everywhere 
we walk we are walking in Jesus – yielded to His Lordship, seeking His pleasure.  
For most professing Christians that is totally foreign. They think about Jesus on Sundays (some Sundays) 
and on Christmas, but see no relevance of being “in Christ” to their job, their relationship with their boss 
and co-workers, their marriage, their financial decisions, their day to day conversations, or raising their 
children. When there is a marriage problem, they either try to work it out themselves or go to a counselor 
that they find online who will accept their insurance, figuring they are all pretty much the same. When 
they have a rebellious teenager, they never consider bringing Jesus in on the problem. Jesus is just a 
concept tacked on to their life in a very obscure place. For some, to be in Him in this sense would seem to 
be restrictive and binding and just boring. How foolish. Restricted? You would be about as restricted as a 
minnow in the Atlantic Ocean! Remember Colossians 2:3: “in whom are hidden all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge.” No, to walk in Him is liberating. “Lord, I give this problem at work to you; 
show me what You want me to do because You are Lord.” “Lord, my marriage has problems; what do I 
do? Would you love my husband/wife through me and show me just how to do in a way that pleases 
You.” Do you see the pattern? This is a liberated, overflowing (v 7b) life! When Jesus is Lord, He is in 
charge and as Lord He is the one to whom you not only submit, but also look to for guidance, deliverance, 
and wisdom.  

C.  The Basics of the Walk (v 7) 
Here we have four descriptions of what it means to walk in Christ. 



1.  We Are Rooted in Him (v 7a) 
The tense here means that it is something that has happened in the past that has results continuing into the 
future. We were rooted in Him at salvation. That refers to the fact that we were placed in union with 
Christ, baptized into Christ.  

2.  We Are Being Built Up in Him (v 7b) 
The tense on this one is the present tense – continuing action. We are continually being built up in Him. 
Acts 20:32a: “And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you 
up…”  

3.  We Are Established in Him (v 7c) 
The word “established” means to make firm or reliable, or to be settled. It speaks of one so deeply rooted 
in Christ that they will not be pushed around or weakened by false teaching or tough circumstances. In 
other words, they are unshakable. We cannot be established until we are rooted and built up in Him.  

4.  We Are Overflowing with Gratitude in Him (v 7d) 
The picture here is a river overflowing its banks. This word describes a person who is unflappable and can 
be stopped by nothing. Let me close by showing you what it looks like from an instance in a life that is 
rooted, built up, established, and overflowing. The Puritan Commentary writer, Matthew Henry (1662-
1714), was robbed one day as he walked along a road. In the wake of that traumatic event, you shared 
with friends four reasons he was grateful.  
First, after many years of life, this was the first time he had been robbed and for that, he was grateful.  
Second, he said, “Though they took all my money, I am glad they didn’t get very much.”  

 
 

 
 


