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There are more than two billion Christians in the world. In two-thousand years, this is a considerable                 
increase from the few hundred that saw Jesus risen from the dead. Christians now account for about one-third of                   
the world’s population. This means, however, that two-thirds of the world’s population are not Christian. Why                
are so many not Christian? There are a few of reasons. Some have never heard. Some fear persecution. Some,                   
however, simply do not believe. Why do some believe, but others do not? The reason is certainly not because of                    
differences in the character of the people. Those who believe do so because the Spirit of God convinces them of                    
the truth. Those who do not believe the Spirit has not convinced. Before Jesus left this world, He promised to to                     
send the Spirit to take His place in order to teach the apostles, and to convince people of the truth. Jesus, shortly                      
before His death, said to His disciples: 
 

But now I go my way to him that sent me; and none of you asketh me, Whither goest thou? But                     
because I have said these things unto you, sorrow hath filled your heart. Nevertheless I tell you                 
the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come                      
unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. And when he is come, he will reprove the                     
world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: Of sin, because they believe not on me; Of                  
righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; Of judgment, because the                 
prince of this world is judged. I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them                    
now. Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall                    
not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you                  
things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. All                    
things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it                    
unto you. (John 16:5-15) 

 
Jesus spoke some things hard to be understood, but sometimes His enemies had no difficulty               

understanding His meaning. Saint Luke records that, when Jesus told the Parable of the Unrighteous Steward,                
“the Pharisees also, who were covetous, heard all these things: and they derided him.” (Luke 16:1-15) Saint                 
Matthew writes that, after Jesus told the Parable of the Two Sons, and the Parable of the Wicked Tenants,                   
“when the chief priests and Pharisees had heard his parables, they perceived that he spake of them.” (Matthew                  
21:28-46) They understood His words, and they knew that He spoke about them. 

Sometimes, however, Jesus’ enemies did not understand what He taught. They did not perceive the               
spiritual meaning of His words. Early in His earthly ministry, after He cleansed the temple, the Jews asked Him                   
for a sign of His authority. He replied, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews                      
scoffed, and said that it took forty-six years to build the temple. Saint John comments that Jesus spoke of the                    
temple of His body. John 2:12-22) When He told some Jews who believed in Him, “If ye continue in my word,                     
then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free,” they answered                     
Him, “We be Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage to any man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free?”                     
Jesus explained, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin.” (John 8:31-34)  

It was not only Jesus’ enemies that did not understand what He taught, however. His own followers                 
often did not understand. When Jesus said to Nocodemus, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born                    
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God,” Nicodemus asked Jesus, “How can a man be born when he is old?                     
can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born?” (John 3:3, 4) When the scribes and                    
Pharisees complained to Jesus that His disciples did not wash before eating bread, according to the tradition of                  
the elders, Jesus told the people, “Hear, and understand: Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but                    
that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man.” They did not understand His parable, however, and                   
Saint Peter asked Him to explain it. Jesus did explain it, but, before He did, He said to Peter, “Are ye also yet                       
without understanding?” (Matthew 15:1-20=Mark 7:1-23) Not long after this, Jesus fed the four thousand. After               
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He fed them, He told His disciples to beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees. His disciples                     
thought He said it because they had taken no bread with them. He said to them, “Perceive ye not yet, neither                     
understand? have ye your heart yet hardened? Having eyes, see ye not? and having ears, hear ye not? and do ye                     
not remember?” He reminded them of how he had fed the four thousand, and, before that, the five thousand.                   
Then they understood that He warned them about the doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees. (Matthew                  
16:5-12=Mark 8:14-21) 

The greatest misunderstanding, however, concerned Jesus’ death and resurrection. It was difficult for             
people, even His disciples, to understand that the Christ had to die, and to rise from the dead. When the                    
Pharisees and the chief priests sent officers to arrest Jesus, He said to the officers, “Yet a little while am I with                      
you, and then I go unto him that sent me. Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me: and where I am, thither ye                         
cannot come.” The officers were perplexed, and said to each other, “Whither will he go, that we shall not find                    
him? will he go unto the dispersed among the Gentiles, and teach the Gentiles? What manner of saying is this                    
that he said, Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me: and where I am, thither ye cannot come?” (John 7:32-36)                      
Sometime later, Jesus said to the Pharisees, “I go my way, and ye shall seek me, and shall die in your sins:                      
whither I go, ye cannot come.” When they heard this, they did think He might have been speaking of His death,                     
but they thought He might kill Himself. (John 8:21, 22) On one occasion, Jesus said to His disciples, “Let these                    
sayings sink down into your ears: for the Son of man shall be delivered into the hands of men.” His disciples                     
failed to grasp His meaning. Saint Luke comments, “They understood not this saying, and it was hid from them,                   
that they perceived it not: and they feared to ask him of that saying.” (Luke 9:44, 45) Some time later, Jesus said                      
to them, “Behold, we go up to Jerusalem, and all things that are written by the prophets concerning the Son of                     
man shall be accomplished. For he shall be delivered unto the Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and spitefully                  
entreated, and spitted on: And they shall scourge him, and put him to death: and the third day he shall rise                     
again.” Again, they did not understand. Saint Luke writes, “And they understood none of these things: and this                  
saying was hid from them, neither knew they the things which were spoken.” (Luke 18:31-34) Jesus, shortly                 
before He was arrested, said to His disciples, “A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while,                      
and ye shall see me, because I go to the Father.” (John 16:18) His disciples did not know what He meant, and                      
they said to each other, “What is this that he saith unto us, A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a                         
little while, and ye shall see me: and, Because I go to the Father?” (John 16:16-17) They did not yet understand. 

Why were people slow to understand Jesus’ teaching? Why did they not believe? They did not                
understand because their hearts were hard, and, because their hearts were hard, they were spiritually blind. This                 
was true even of His disciples. When Saint Peter asked Jesus to explain His parable about what defiles a man,                    
Jesus compared His disciples to the Pharisees. He said, “Are ye also yet without understanding?” (Matthew                
15:15=Mark 7:18) When Jesus’ disciples did not understand His teaching about the leaven of the Pharisees and                 
of the Sadducees, He said to them, “Have ye your heart yet hardened? Having eyes, see ye not? and having ears,                     
hear ye not?” (Mark:8:17, 18) 

Even after Jesus rose from the dead, His followers, except for John, did not believe when they learned of                   
the empty tomb. On the morning of the third day, the women went to the tomb, and found it empty. Mary                     
Magdalene did not believe that Jesus had risen from the dead, but she straight away went to Saint Peter and                    
Saint John and told them that someone had moved Jesus’ body. The other women, however, entered into the                  
tomb, and there they saw two angels who told them that Jesus had risen from the dead, and that they should tell                      
the others. When the women did tell some of the disciples, they did not believe them. (Luke 24:11) When Peter                    
and John arrived at the tomb, and saw that it was empty, Peter pondered what might have happened. John,                   
however, believed that Jesus had risen from the dead. The apostle comments, “For as yet they knew not the                   
scripture, that he must rise again from the dead.” (Luke 24:12; John 20:8, 9) Except for John, the disciples did                    
not believe that Jesus had risen until they saw Him with their own eyes. 

It seems that Jesus’ greatest enemies did believe that He rose from the dead. They had never denied His                   
miracles; they had wrongly interpreted them. After Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, the chief priests and the                  
Pharisees met at council to discuss what to do with Jesus. They said, “What do we? for this man doeth many                     
miracles.” (John 11:47) They did not deny that Jesus cast out demons; they said He cast them out by the power                     
of Beelzebul, the prince of demons. (Matthew 12:24) After Jesus rose from the dead, some of the men that had                    
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stood guard at Jesus’ tomb reported to the chief priests what had happened. The chief priests and the elders paid                    
the guards to say that Jesus’ disciples had stolen His body from the tomb. The unbelief of the religious leaders                    
was far worse than that of the disciples. The disciples were slow to believe that Jesus rose from the dead; the                     
religious leaders believed that He rose, but they did not believe in Him. 

Jesus taught His disciples some things that they did not at the time understand. He taught them these                  
things so that they would later understand. When He washed the feet of His disciples, He said to them, “What I                     
do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter.” (John 13:7) When He, at the Last Supper, said to His                     
disciples that one would betray Him, as the Psalms said, they did not understand. He told them, “Now I tell you                     
before it come, that, when it is come to pass, ye may believe that I am he.” (John 13:18, 19; Psalm 41:9) 

Why did some believe, but others refuse to believe? Some believed, because they belonged to God.                
Others did not believe, because they belonged, not to God, but to the devil. Jesus said to those who opposed                    
Him, “Why do ye not understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear my word. Ye are of your father the                     
devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do… He that is of God heareth God's words: ye therefore hear them                      
not, because ye are not of God.” (John 8:43, 44, 47) Jesus healed a man who had been blind from birth. The                      
Pharisees did not believe the man had been blind, until they heard it from the man’s parents. The Pharisees told                    
the man to repudiate Jesus, but he would not, so they expelled him from the synagogue. After he was cast out,                     
Jesus found him, and the man believed that Jesus is the son of God. Jesus said, “For judgment I am come into                      
this world, that they which see not might see; and that they which see might be made blind.” Some of the                     
Pharisees heard His words, and asked, “Are we blind also?” Jesus answered, “If ye were blind, ye should have                   
no sin: but now ye say, We see; therefore your sin remaineth.” Jesus did heal the physically blind. More                   
importantly, He healed the spiritually blind. However, for a man to be healed of spiritual blindness, he first had                   
to admit his condition. (John 9) Some time after this, When Jesus was in the temple, the Jews asked Him to tell                      
them plainly if He was the Christ. He said that the miracles He did by God bore witness that He is the Christ,                       
but they did not believe. He said, “But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. My                        
sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.” (John 10:22-27) 

Why were the ears of some, and not others, opened? Why were the eyes of some, and not others,                   
opened? Because the Spirit of God opened them, for some, and not for others. It is the Spirit who opens the ears                      
and the eyes of the people of God to hear and to see the truth. It is the Spirit who enables those called by God to                          
understand the Word of God, and to believe it. When the time came for Jesus to die, He told His disciples that                      
He had to leave them. He had to leave them, but He would not leave them alone. He would send the Spirit to                       
take His place, and the Spirit would bring to their remembrance things Jesus had taught them, and would teach                   
them other things that Jesus would have them know. Jesus said, “But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost,                   
whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance,                     
whatsoever I have said unto you.” (John 14:25) When Jesus had said to the Jews, “Destroy this temple, and in                    
three days I will raise it up,” they thought He spoke of Solomon’s temple, but they were mistaken. Saint John                    
comments, “But he spake of the temple of his body. When therefore he was risen from the dead, his disciples                    
remembered that he had said this unto them; and they believed the scripture, and the word which Jesus had                   
said.” (John 2:21, 22) Jesus, at His triumphal entry, entered Jerusalem while sitting on the colt of a donkey, in                    
fulfillment of the prophecy of Zechariah. At the time, His disciples did not understand the significance, but,                 
Saint John writes, “These things understood not his disciples at the first: but when Jesus was glorified, then                  
remembered they that these things were written of him, and that they had done these things unto him.” (John                   
12:12-16; Zechariah 9:9) 

Saint Paul wrote to the Corinthians that no man knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of that                    
man, and those to whom he wishes to reveal them. Similarly, no man knows the thoughts of God except the                    
Spirit of God, and those to whom He wishes to reveal them. The Spirit revealed many wonderful things to the                    
apostles, and they, in turn, have revealed those things to others. However, not every man to whom these things                   
have been revealed believe those things. Those without the Spirit cannot believe them, because they do not have                  
the Spirit to make them understand them, and to believe them. They who have the Spirit do understand them,                   
and do believe them. Saint Paul wrote, “But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for                     
they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. But he that is                   
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spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that                      
he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.” (1 Corinthians 2:14-16) 

Let us thank God that He has in Christ and by the Spirit revealed Himself. Let us thank God that the                     
Spirit has opened our ears and our eyes both to hear and to see the truth about Jesus. Let never have hard hearts,                       
and let us never be slow to understand. Let us always have soft hearts, and let us be quick to understand, and to                       
believe. Let us make our motto that of our forefather in the faith, John Calvin: My heart I offer to you Lord,                      
promptly and sincerely. 

 
Unto the Father, and unto the Son, and unto the Holy Spirit, be ascribed in the Church all honor and glory, 

might, majesty, dominion, and blessing, now, henceforth, and for ever. Amen. 


