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“Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? The kings of the earth set 
themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his anointed, 

saying, let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.” Psalm 2:1-3

The conspirators that sought to destroy Daniel are another example of wicked men advancing the 
holy cause they seek to destroy, thus ensuring their own destruction. Jealous of Daniel, they 
transgressed the commandment “Thou shalt not covet . . . anything that is thy 
neighbors” (Exodus 20:17). They did not contemplate that they were fighting God – they were 
simply seeking their own advancement. But doing so, they violated God’s law and servant, 
unwittingly making his God the focus of their assault. 

In stark contrast, Daniel’s devotion to God allowed no obstacle, and reveals the root of his 
power: “an excellent spirit,” “none occasion nor fault . . . he was faithful, neither was there any 
error or fault found in him.” For these qualities, “Daniel was preferred above the presidents and 
princes” who coveted his status (6:3, 4). One can be assured that Daniel’s governing rejected all 
corruption, favoritism and fraud, which doubtless fueled their hatred. His virtue restrained and 
exposed them, and they wanted deliverance from its constraint: “let us break their bands asunder, 
and cast away their cords from us.” 

It is a powerful rebuke to less godly men and women, that Daniel’s enemies knew he would 
rather be cast into the lion’s den than to miss his daily prayer and devotion. They were sure of his 
destruction if these were his only options. But therein they exhibited for time and eternity that a 
godly man will cling to God above all honor, wealth and power, and against all threats.

Daniel was undaunted. “He went into his house; and his windows being open in his chamber 
toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks 
before his God, as he did aforetime” (6:10). Years earlier he had refused the king’s prescribed 
diet, lest he be defiled (1:8), setting a lifelong pattern of fearing God rather than men. Then and 
there, he determined what his response would be when threatened with the lion’s den.

This event destroys the notion that suffering is judgment for an individual’s wrongs. Rather, 
Scripture affirms, “Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out of 
them all” (Psalm 34:19). It reveals much about God. He is sovereign over all, man and beast 
alike. He is mindful of His servant’s conditions; He never forsakes them. He will vindicate His 
people, and destroy His enemies. “No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and 
every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of 
the servants of the LORD, and their righteousness is of me, saith the LORD” (Isaiah 54:17). 

After a night with the lions, Daniel testified, “God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions' 
mouths, that they have not hurt me” (6:22). This “angel of Jehovah” is Christ, the Savior of 
God’s people, sent to keep Daniel through his trial. In suffering, Daniel foreshadowed Christ, 



suffering the wrath of men and deliverance from the grave. His terrifying experience forebode 
certain death, but its terror and destruction were turned upon its creators, by Christ’s deliverance.


