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John 6: 41-44; “The Drawing of the Father”, Sermon # 41 in the series – 
“That All May Honor the Son”, Delivered by Pastor Paul Rendall, 

on May 21st, 2017, in the Morning Worship Service.  
 
 

We have been looking at the will of the Father, and we have seen that it is His will that Jesus will  
lose nothing.  I said to you that this means that the salvation of any person rests squarely on the 
Father’s will and not on your will.  “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me”, Jesus said in 
verse 37.  It is the Father who has chosen all those whom He will save, in the counsels of eternity.  
And then in time and space, He calls them to Himself in accordance with His own purposes.  So, we 
must conclude, if we are being faithful to agree with the text of Scripture, that salvation is not of the 
man who wills, or the man who runs, to be able to save himself, but rather it is of God who shows 
mercy, as it says in Romans 9: 16.   The salvation of the soul of any person is completely in the 
hands of God, and once we see this, we are completely freed from the conception that it is 
something that we do that saves us; that salvation is somehow by our own work.   
       We do have a duty to engage in, and that is to believe in Christ.  And when we believe in Christ 
we must not stop to think about whether we are chosen by God or not; we must simply come to 
Him; believing in the truth of the gospel.  All that Christ is, and all that He has done to accomplish 
redemption, the purchase of the blessings of eternal life, that is the gospel.  That is the good news.  
He has done all that He did as a substitute and sacrifice for your sins, if you will believe in Him.  
Your warrant to come to Jesus is that you have the command of God and the promise of God that 
this is the right way to obtain salvation; that is, through the only Mediator and Savior of sinners, 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  It was only His words and His work of righteousness, which were good, and 
right, and perfect in the Father’s sight.  And the Father fully approved of that work of Jesus’ 
righteous life and sacrificial death; and He will accept you, and grant you all the blessings of 
salvation, if you believe in Him.   
       Now, this morning, we need to continue to look behind the scenes of what the believer is doing 
by faith, to see once again how essential the working of God is, to any person’s being saved, and 
their becoming spiritually-minded.  If salvation is all of the Lord, then how does a person come to 
place where they will come to Christ and believe in Him?  Jesus gives us this very solemn but 
beautiful statement: “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him.”  What 
Jesus is saying is that it is utterly impossible for any person to savingly come to Him unless the 
Father does this mysterious work of drawing you to Him; to consider the beauty and glory of His 
Person, and to see your great need of Him to save you.   
       This is what we want to think about together at this hour; the truth that we must be drawn to 
Christ before we can come to Christ.  This drawing is the first step of God’s work in His effectually 
calling a sinner; in His bringing them out of the darkness of their own sinful thoughts, to consider 
the light of truth as it is found in Jesus.  In order to be saved you must be drawn to spiritually see 
the beauty of these 3 essential truths which Jesus mentions here: 1st – You must be drawn by the 
Father to see the beauty of Christ’s Incarnation and Life. (verses 41-43)  2nd – You must be drawn 
by the Father to see the beauty of Christ’s being the Author of spiritual and eternal life.  (verse 44a)  
And 3rd – You must be drawn by the Father to see that from Christ will come the resurrection of 
your body from the vileness of sin. (verse 44b)  It will be good for us to look into the particulars of 
this drawing, so that we might know whether or not we have been saved and whether or not we are 
truly spiritually minded.     
1st of all – You must be drawn to see the beauty of Christ’s Incarnation and Life.  
       Now here in verse 41 we see that there was a great deal of murmuring against Jesus’ words that 
was going on at that time.  It was coming from “the Jews”, it says.   That is, it was coming from 
those Jews who knew something about Christ’s background, because in verse 42 they say: “Is not 
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this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know?”  “How is it then that He says, ‘I 
have come down from heaven?”  You see, this was the real issue; how Jesus could have come down 
from heaven if they knew that Joseph was His father and Mary was His mother.  But they did not 
know that Joseph was not really His father, even though Mary was His mother.  They did not know 
about the virgin birth of Jesus.  And they were trying to figure out Jesus’ statement, “I am the bread 
which came down from heaven.”  If they beheld Him as a man standing before them; a man whose 
parents they knew.  How could He have come down from heaven?  It is very interesting that Jesus 
never outright told them that He was born of a virgin or that He was God made manifest in the 
flesh.  But He was never shy of declaring in so many words that this was the case.   
       We might ask why.  Why didn’t Jesus plainly declare the fact that He was born of the virgin and 
that He was God made manifest in the flesh?  Why didn’t He simply say that Joseph was not His 
real father, but that God was His father?  It was because the Jews, according to the their fallen 
human nature, and their false religious training, strongly resisted even the possibility that this 
might be true.  At some points, here in His conversations with the Jews, He had most definitely 
given them statements where He said that God was His Father, but they would not receive it, or 
believe it.  In John 5: 17, after He had healed the man who had been lame for 38 years, the Jews 
sought to kill Him because He had done this good work on the Sabbath day.  And Jesus said, “My 
Father has been working until now, and I am working.  And John comments: “Therefore the Jews 
sought all the more to kill Him, because He not only broke the Sabbath, but also said that God was 
His Father making Himself equal with God.”  I believe that He did not want to spell it out for them 
any more clearly than that, because He wanted them to understand that their coming to know God 
and being saved from their sins was not merely a matter of information, it was a matter of the 
Lord’s purpose and of His revealing.  
       He wanted them to really consider all the evidence of what they had already seen; His word and 
His miracles.  And then, He knew, that those whom the Father was drawing to Himself would 
come; while those who the Father were not drawing would continue to resist His words and oppose 
Him.  Let us understand the importance of the Father’s drawing us to Christ.  He draws men by 
revealing to them the uniqueness of His Son; that there is none like Him.  Why is it that people 
cannot come to Christ, unless the Father who sent Him draws them?  It is because by nature, they 
are in spiritual darkness.  And they are in spiritual darkness because of Adam’s sin in the beginning 
of the world.  We are all born in spiritual darkness.  And unless the Father grants that the light of 
life shines upon us, we will resist the idea that we need to be converted to Christ.  Ephesians 4, 
verse 17 says: “This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no longer walk as the 
rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind, having their understanding darkened, being 
alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardening of 
their heart…”   
       Why is it that very religious and intelligent men do not by nature behold the glory of Christ?  
Why do they not behold His excellency to immediately receive Him as their Savior?  It is because 
they do not think that they need Him.  And it is because when they are told that they must have 
Him to be saved from their sins, they rebel against the idea.  They believe that they are smart 
enough, and they are righteous enough in themselves, to be able to evaluate the Son of God, on 
their own.  They do not believe that their minds need divine and supernatural light to come to the 
right conclusions.  They believe that because they have the natural light of a sharp mind, they can 
figure out whether they need to believe in Jesus Christ to be saved from their sins.  They believe 
that their own righteousness and strength of will are sufficient for them to be able to choose rightly 
in this whole matter of salvation.  But because they think this way, they do not behold the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ.  Not by nature anyway, because they do not see Him as the perfect 
One, and themselves as sinners.   They reject their need to humble themselves like a little child, and 
receive the truth of the Bible just as it is, without arguing with it.  They would rather evaluate the 
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word of God.  They do not let it speak to them.  They want to speak to it.  In this case, there were 
many Jews who would speak to Jesus about what they thought was wrong with Him,  but they 
would not accept the fact that they were wrong in their evaluations.   
       Listen to what Robert Rollock who lived in the late 1500s says about this.  “The light of the 
mind or knowledge is twofold, natural or spiritual.”  “In the mind there is a defect of light, or of 
natural knowledge, not in whole, but in part; for there do remain, even in the unregenerate, certain 
general notions of good and evil things, which, are commanded and condemned in the law; but 
they be such as serve only to make men inexcusable, for that they are but lame and corrupt, 
(Romans 1: 19 – because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to 
them).”  “The mind also lacks spiritual light, not in part, but in whole; for it is utterly void of this 
light; for as concerning those things which appertain to the kingdom of heaven, the understanding 
is so darkened, that it doth not only not perceive them, but also hath no power to conceive them, 1st 
Corinthians 2: 14).”  “To be short, the mind lacks holiness; for the things it understands, it neither 
conceives them rightly and holily, but impiously and profanely all things, even the things which in 
and by themselves are good.”   
       He goes on to say – “There is also a quality in the mind which has succeeded or stepped into the 
place of that light and holiness, which was lost in the fall of man.”  “For darkness hath taken 
possession in the very seat of light.”  “Ephesians 5: 8 – ‘Ye were in times past darkness, but now ye 
are light in the Lord.”  “In place of sanctity and integrity have crept in impurity, and a certain 
maliciousness of nature, which evidently appears, when it is said in Romans 8: 5 – ‘For they that 
are after the flesh, savor the things of the flesh.”  “This wisdom is of some evil quality.”  “1st 
Corinthians 1: 18 – ‘The foolishness of the cross is to them that perish foolishness.”  “This word 
foolishness argues the perverse judgment of the mind.” (End of quote)  This explains why such 
religious people, such as they Jews were, who were listening to Jesus, did not believe Him when He 
told them that no one could come to Him unless the Father who sent Me draws Him. 
2nd – You must be drawn by the Father to see the beauty of Christ’s being the Author 
of spiritual and eternal life.  
       At the beginning of the world, all things, were created through Him and for Him, it says 
in Colossians 1: 16, and He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. You need 
to understand and receive this truth if you never have before, that the Son of God existed as God, 
long before He was born as a child at Bethlehem.  He has been the 2nd Person of the Divine Trinity 
from all eternity.   And so, when He came to this earth, He did not lose anything of His Deity; the 
Holy Spirit simply added to Him, His humanity; a true human nature.  The power of the Holy 
Spirit came upon the Virgin Mary, and His power overshadowed her; she who had never known a 
man, conceived without having had sexual relations with any man.  And that Holy One who 
was born of her was called the Son of God.  But long before He came into this world, He existed as 
God the Son.  There He existed in the bosom of the Father from all eternity past.  And this is a part 
of His great glory and beauty; that He as the 2nd Person of the Divine Trinity was the Author of Life, 
alongside of, and along with, the Father.  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.”  “He was in the beginning with God.”  “All things were made through 
Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.”  “In Him was life, and the life was the 
light of men.”  (John 1: 1-4) 
       Let me ask you whether the Father has drawn you to behold the glory of Christ, as He is the 
Author of life?  From a human standpoint, it is often very hard for some people to conceive that 
Jesus is the Son of God.  They believe in God, but they find it very hard to conceive of how He could 
have a Son.  What does that mean?  Well, it means that He is unique among all men because of His 
humanity being joined to His deity.  He is fully God and fully man.  He has two natures which exist 
side by side together in Him, and these two nature interact in His one Person, but they are not 
mixed or mingled.  It means that since the Son of God has always had life in Himself as God, He is 
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able to give you spiritual life in accordance with the Father’s purpose.  In conversion to Christ, the 
Father draws the person whom He is intending to save, by having the Holy Spirit open the eyes of 
their heart to this blessed truth; that they as a sinner need to have something which they currently 
do not have.  They need spiritual life and light.  When you come to understand this by obtaining 
wisdom from above, you realize that you are not smart enough or wise enough to be able to obtain 
this good spiritual gift on your own.  You realize that you do not have this spiritual understanding; 
either of the mystery of Christ, or how He can give you eternal life; or how He can communicate 
this life to you.   This not being able to figure out how God can save you, experientially, is why you 
need to believe that salvation is not found by any of your own works; neither is it perceived clearly 
by your own intelligent mind, without grace.  But in order to be saved, all that is needed on your 
part, is that you perceive your need of Him.   
       Once you are convinced of your own native sinfulness, and all of the unbelieving and sinful 
actions that have proceeded from it, in living your life unto yourself, the answer to this  greatest of 
problems, of not knowing God, is found in believing in the gospel.  The gospel states that Christ has 
died for sinners like you.  He rose from the dead to prove that the Father’s justice was fully satisfied 
by what He has done on your behalf.  The truth that is so important for you to believe is that He 
lived the righteous life of keeping the all of the commandments of God perfectly. He humbled 
Himself to suffered for you on the cross, so that He might redeem you  from every lawless deed, 
and purchase you to become one of God’s very own people.  In believing in Him you will find that 
you have an eternal inheritance.  And so, when you by faith apply to Christ to be saved from all of 
your sins, and from all of your misconceptions of what God is really like, He will come and make 
Himself known to you personally, through the influences of His Holy Spirit.  I say, if you will apply 
to God through Christ for wisdom as well as for grace, you will find it.  You ask God to have mercy 
upon because you know that you are a sinner.   
       You will say something like this to the Lord: I have not been wise in the way that I have thought 
about You, O Lord.  I have not been wise in the way that I have lived my life for myself.  I have lived 
my life thinking that I understood, but I did not understand that You are infinitely wiser than me, 
and you are holy.  I did not understand how very sinful my thoughts have been towards You.  My 
mind has been antagonistic to how the Bible portrays You, as righteous in all of  your ways and 
kind in all of your deeds.  But I now believe that You can come to my sinful mind and change me, so 
that I will not think carnally, but spiritually.  I have been a worldly unbeliever who has believed in 
the false philosophies of this world, O Lord.  I have tried to impose my own thoughts upon Your 
words which are found in the Bible.  I have fought against Your very word; denying its truth and 
wanting to disprove it.  But now I see that my conception of You was wrong.  And when you finally 
come to see yourself in this way, as a person with sinful thoughts about God; when you pray to God 
in this way and you ask Him for this free gift of salvation in Christ, in all simplicity, and all 
sincerity, He will answer you.  And you will come to find that it is His life that will give you 
assurance in the matters of your being forgiven and your being accepted by God.  For it is a matter 
of His life in your life.  Ephesians 1: 13 – “In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy 
Spirit of promise.  
3rd – You must be drawn by the Father to see that from Christ will come the 
resurrection of your body from the vileness of sin.   
       We have now seen that if you have believed in Jesus, you have been raised up from your death 
in trespasses and sins, to the newness of life, which Christ alone can give you.  By faith in Him, You 
are now united together with Him in the likeness of His death and resurrection.  And since Christ 
has been raised from the dead, this means that you also will someday be raised from the dead.   Let 
me repeat verse 44 to you once again.  “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me 
draws him; and I will raise him up at the last day.”  That is Christ’s solemn promise.  There is a 
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connection between the Father’s drawing and Christ’s raising the believer from dead.  They are 
both done according to the power and purpose of God.  This is meant to be an encouragement to 
the believer’s faith at all times.  I think that there are many people, both believing and unbelieving, 
who seldom think of this great truth; that it will be Christ who will raise them from the dead.  On 
the day on which He returns, our Lord will first raise all of those who are His own; all those who 
have repented of their sins, and have seen their need of His grace to be saved, justified, and 
sanctified.  Now, He says, they shall be glorified.  1st Thessalonians 4: 14-18 – “For this we say to 
you, by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by 
no means precede those who are asleep.”  “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God.”  “And the dead in Christ will 
rise first.”  “Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds 
to meet the Lord in the air.”  “And thus we shall always be with the Lord.”  “Therefore comfort one 
another with these words.”   
       Are you looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ?  Are you comforted by this hope?  Some people mistakenly think that Jesus, when He 
comes, will come secretly and snatch some away, and leave others.  But this text teaches us the 
Jesus will raise us up “on the last day”.  And the Bible in another place teaches us, that in His 
Coming, “every eye will see Him, and even those who pierced Him.”  (Revelation 1: 7)  “Behold He 
is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, and they also who pierced Him.”  “And all 
the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him.”  “Even so, Amen.”  The Bible only knows of one 
literal physical Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  There will indeed be a rapture of His saints at 
that time, but it will also mean that the end of the world has come, because this will be the day of 
the resurrection of all of the dead.  He will also, at that time, raise all the dead from all generations, 
if it says that “every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him”.   
       The Lord Jesus will indeed appear again a second time.  Hebrews 9: 27 and 28 – “And as it was 
appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, so Christ was offered once to bear the 
sins of many.”  “To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, 
for salvation.”  And Acts 17: 29-31 – “Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought not to 
think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, something shaped by art and man’s 
devising.”  “Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men 
everywhere to repent.”  (Why?) “Because He has fixed a day on which He will judge the world in 
righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained.”  “He has given assurance of this by raising Him 
from the dead.”  Notice that it says that God has fixed a day in which Christ will judge the world.  
He has not fixed two different days separated by more than a thousand years.  Let us not fool 
ourselves by thinking that there will be more literal physical comings of Christ than one.  1st 
Thessalonians 3: 11 says this – “Now may our God and Father Himself, and our Lord Jesus Christ 
direct our way to you.”  “And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love to one another 
and to all, just as we do to you, so that He may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before 
our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints.”  The coming of 
Christ, after the raising of the righteous dead of all generations, and including those who live until 
that day and are caught up together with them, will come just before the raising of the wicked.  And 
what will follow upon that will be the judgment of the world.    
       Christ, it is saying in these verses will raise all men, the wicked and the righteous on the same 
day and He will judge them all.  There will only be one 2nd Coming of Christ, and when He comes, it 
will be the day of the resurrection of all the dead, even though they are two different kinds of 
resurrection.  Listen to John 5: 28 – “Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who 
are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth – those who have done good, to the 
resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.”  I hope 
that you can see from this passage that they will both come forth on this one day; the righteous and 
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the wicked.  Two different kinds of resurrection on the same day.  I believe that the righteous dead 
and those righteous persons who are alive at the coming of the Lord, will be raised just slightly 
before the wicked.  But their respective resurrections will take place in the same hour.  Let me ask 
you now, as you think about it: Do you see the beauty of our Christ being the Author of life in His 
raising of all the dead on the same day?   What a day of triumph and revelation it will be for both 
groups, the righteous and the wicked.  I hope that you can see this.  At the same hour, of that same 
great day, all who are in the graves will hear Christ’s voice and come forth; both those who have 
done good, and those who have done evil.  
       And those who have done good, will, it says in 1st Corinthians 15: 51, “will be changed – in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.”  “For the trumpet will sound, and the dead 
will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.”  We shall be glorified.  We shall be  changed 
to be like our Christ in our human body.  Philippians 3: 20 and 21 – “For our citizenship is in 
heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform 
our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which 
He is able even to subdue all things to Himself.”  What a glorious prospect this will be.  Oh, what 
great joy and rejoicing shall be upon the lips of the saints on that day, realizing that they have 
overcome by the blood of the Lamb.  And we will then realize like never before, that  it was His life 
in our life that made all the difference, and His power exerted in this magnificent way, that brought 
us all back; body, soul and spirit, in this infinitely glorious way; that we shall be with our Lord 
forever.  We shall see Him as He is.  “Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been 
revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall 
see Him as He is.”  “And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.”    
       But, then let us consider that the awful raising of the wicked which will also take place, later 
that same hour, of that same day will set the stage for Christ’s judgment of the whole world of 
wicked people from all generations.   It shall be awful indeed.  For they rejected the word of the 
Lord to them, and they thought themselves safe and secure without Christ.  John 12: 32 – “And I, if 
I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men (or all peoples) to Myself.  It is by Christ’s death 
that all the people who will ever come to Christ will be drawn.  It does not mean that all men or all 
peoples are effectually drawn to be saved. The word “men” or “peoples” in not in the original Greek.  
So it literally says, “I will draw all to Myself.”  That is, it will be all those who have been given grace, 
all those who are drawn to Christ effectually.  So, the Father will effectually draw to Christ only 
those whom He has chosen before time began in His eternal counsels.  And He will effectually call 
them in due time, through the preaching of the gospel, and certainly not without the working of the 
Holy Spirit in the opening of the heart and the creation of true and saving faith in regeneration.   
        Let us not believe in a hypothetical salvation, but rather that which the Bible teaches – a 
definite salvation, by the grace and working of the Triune God, based upon the death of Christ, and 
His resurrection.  Christ is coming, and He will judge the world in righteousness.  We, the believers 
of all generations shall judge the unbelieving world of all generations with Christ, as it says in 1st 
Corinthians 6: 2 – “Do you not know that the saints will judge the world?”  “And if the world will be 
judged by you, are you unworthy to judge the smallest matters?”  “Do you not know that we shall 
judge angels?”  “How much more, things that pertain to this life.”   Let us remember, as I close this 
message to you, that it was only because of the drawing of the Father that we were able to come to 
Christ.  When the Father drew us, we were able to see Christ as lovely, and not to spurn the offers 
of salvation in the gospel.  And it was only because we were thus drawn to Him in this holy, and 
powerful, and loving way, that we will someday be brought to this glorious day of joyful 
resurrection.   
         


