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We started to look at 1 Timothy a couple of weeks ago.  We looked at it because of Paul’s admonition in 1 

Timothy chapter 3 to “teach no other doctrine.”  This is a sobering warning.  It shows us that there is a true and 

false doctrine.  Doctrine that saves and doctrine that leads to hell, even as it promises heaven.  Some of it is easy 

and we find that we like it and coast along.  Some of it is hard and involves works and sacrifices to try to earn our 

way to heaven.  What we want is to know the truth.  Jesus promised in John 8:32 that if we know the truth, “the 

truth will set you free.”  Let’s look at what Paul points out to Timothy. 

 

 In the first lesson we had looked at some of the errors. 

◦ Vs. 4 – Fables and endless genealogies. 

▪ Disputes.  Not clear teachings of scripture.  How easy it is to justify our behavior and hold a 

standard up as scriptural that isn’t directly taught, but that we imply and have made up.  Fables. 

▪ Idle Talk – Not me!   

 Hebrews 13:9 “Do not be carried about with various and strange doctrines. For it is good that 

the heart be established by grace, not with foods which have not profited those who have been 

occupied with them.”  (Grace – God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense) 

◦ 1 Timothy 1:7 “Desiring to be teachers of the law, understanding neither what they say nor the things 

which they affirm.” – Judaizers. 

▪ Acts 15:1 “And certain men came down from Judea and taught the brethren, Unless you are 

circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 

▪ Acts 15:5 “But some of the sect of the Pharisees who believed rose up, saying, It is necessary to 

circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of Moses.” 

▪ Jewish mistake –  

 Romans 10:3-4 “
3
 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their 

own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God. 
4
 For Christ is the end of the 

law for righteousness to everyone who believes.” 

▪ Lack of understanding:  Why would they want this? 

 It gives the appearance of results!  Appearances can be deceiving!   

 It is easy to make lists.  Warning!  There are no ends to lists.  Someone else will always have a 

more inclusive list. 

 What is the Purpose of the Law?  1 Timothy 1:8-11 “
8
 But we know that the law is good if one uses it 

lawfully, 
9
 knowing this: that the law is not made for a righteous person, but for the lawless and 

insubordinate, for the ungodly and for sinners, for the unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and 

murderers of mothers, for manslayers, 
10

 for fornicators, for sodomites, for kidnappers, for liars, for 

perjurers, and if there is any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine, 
11

 according to the glorious 

gospel of the blessed God which was committed to my trust.” 

◦ Law is good if we use it Lawfully / correctly.  It has a purpose,  

◦ Hosea 8:12 “
12

 I have written for him the great things of My law, But they were considered a strange 

thing.” (To Ephraim!) 

◦ 1 Timothy 1:9
 
“

9
 knowing this: that the law is not made for a righteous person, but for the lawless…” 

◦ Romans 7:7 “
7
 What shall we say then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! On the contrary, I would not have 

known sin except through the law. For I would not have known covetousness unless the law had said, 

You shall not covet.” 

▪ Law identifies Sin!  It shows God’s righteous standards.  



▪ Law was to restrain Sin!  – It stirs it up in our hearts, but it restrains it in society by proscribing 

punishment and justice.  Law is supposed to be unchanging.  Providing God’s standards to guide 

society.  Its purpose is for the lawless. Rom. 7:7 / 1 Timothy 1:9 

▪ Law was to bring men to Christ! Galatians 3:24 law was our tutor to bring us to Christ... 

 All Men Start under this standard!  1 Timothy 1:9  It was made for the lawless… 

◦ Romans 3:9-12 “
9
 What then? Are we better than they? Not at all. For we have previously charged both 

Jews and Greeks that they are all under sin. 
10

 As it is written: There is none righteous, no, not one; 
11

 

There is none who understands; There is none who seeks after God. 
12

 They have all turned aside; They 

have together become unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one.” 

▪ Romans 1:20 “For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being 

understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are 

without excuse,” Ps. 19 The heavens declare the glory of God... 

▪ Romans 2:14-15 “
14

 for when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do the things in the law, 

these, although not having the law, are a law to themselves, 
15

 who show the work of the law written 

in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and between themselves their thoughts 

accusing or else excusing them)” 

◦ Romans 7:1 “Or do you not know, brethren (for I speak to those who know the law), that the law has 

dominion over a man as long as he lives?” 

 Why only the lawless?  Why does Paul tell Timothy that they want (1 Timothy 1:7) “...to be teachers of 

the law, understanding neither what they say nor the things which they affirm.” 

◦ In Christ we have changed in our relationship to the law and God! 

▪ Romans 7:4 “Therefore, my brethren, you also have become dead to the law through the body of 

Christ, that you may be married to another-- to Him who was raised from the dead, that we should 

bear fruit to God.” 

▪ Galatians 3:24-26 “
24

 Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be 

justified by faith. 
25

 But after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. 
26

 For you are all sons 

of God through faith in Christ Jesus.” 

 Does this mean I can continue in Sin? 

◦ Gal 5:16-18 “
16

 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. 
17

 For the 

flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so 

that you do not do the things that you wish. 
18

 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the 

law.” 

◦ Romans 8:3-5 “
3
 For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by 

sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, 
4
 

that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh 

but according to the Spirit. 
5
 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of 

the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.” 

 We are now in a new relationship with God, a love relationship. 

◦ Galatians 3:26 “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.” 

◦ Romans 7:4 “Therefore, my brethren, you also have become dead to the law through the body of 

Christ, that you may be married to another-- to Him who was raised from the dead, that we should bear 

fruit to God.” 

◦ Romans 8:15-17 “
15

 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the 

Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, Abba, Father. 
16

 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit 

that we are children of God, 
17

 and if children, then heirs; heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if 

indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.” 

 1 Timothy 1:5 “Now the purpose of the commandment is love from a pure heart, from a good conscience, 

and from sincere faith,” 



 

Have we found this relationship with God, where we have been graphed into the body of Christ?  It is real.  This is 

what we are to teach, not a string of laws, not fables or exotic genealogies…, but Christ and our position in Him.  

What greater gift could there be than a new relationship with God, a relationship of love.  From enemies to friends, 

brought close by God’s love for us.  May we love Him and live for Him through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

(2Co 13:14) “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. Amen.” 


