
SERMON OUTLINE 
 
In Ephesians 3:1-13 we find Paul discussing 2 responsibilities given to him concerning 
the mystery of Christ. 
 
I. Paul is a steward of the mystery of Christ. 
 
 A. For the Gentiles (vs. 1-2). 
 
 B. Given by revelation (v. 3). 
 
 C. Accompanied by insight (vs. 4-6). 
 
II. Paul is a minister of the mystery of Christ. 
 
 A. A gospel to be preached (vs. 7-9). 
 
 B. A gospel with a purpose (vs. 10-11). 
 
 C. A gospel with privileges. 
 
  1. Boldness (v. 12a). 
 
  2. Confident access (v. 12b). 
 
  3. Suffering (v. 13) 
 
 
 
 
 

   
  



BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 
 

In preparation for Sunday, May 21, 2017                                       Passage: Ephesians 3:1-13 

Memory Passage: Ephesians 3:1-13 (review 1:1-2:22) 

 
DAY 1 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 
(a) Read Eph. 3:1-13. Paul begins a thought in v. 1, but in v. 2 begins a digression. Where does he resume his thought? 

(b) What is significant about Paul calling himself “a prisoner for Christ Jesus” (remember where Paul is as he writes)? 

(c) In what ways is Paul a prisoner of Christ Jesus? How is his imprisonment “on behalf of . . . Gentiles?”  

(d) To what or whom are you a prisoner other than Christ Jesus, and how should you reorient your priorities and desires 
to free yourself from these prisons and enjoy the freedom of being a prisoner of Christ Jesus?  

DAY 2 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 
(a) Read Ephesians 3:1-13. What prompts Paul’s digression (i.e. how does the thought of vs. 2ff flow from v. 1)?  

(b) “Stewardship” translates the same Greek word used in 1:10 translated “plan.” Is Paul’s use of the word different or the 
same, as his use of the word in 1:10? Explain your answer. 

(c) What is the “grace” Paul has been given to steward, and from whom did he receive it? 

(d) To what event(s) does “by revelation” refer, who did the revealing, and when has Paul “written briefly” about it?  

DAY 3 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  
(a) Read Ephesians 3:1-13. Contemplating the 4 times Paul uses the word “mystery” in this section, explain (1) what 
you learn about the mystery, (2) how these verses differ or are the same as Paul’s use of “mystery in 1:9, & (3) the role of 
the Trinity in planning, executing, and revealing this mystery. 

(b)  Explain what “the gospel” is, and how Gentiles are “partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus” through it (v. 6).  

DAY 4 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  
(a) Read Ephesians 3:1-13. What are the 2 purposes for which Paul was given this grace (vs. 8-9)?  

(b) What is the purpose/result of these 2 purposes (v. 10, which begins with “so that”)? 

(c) What are “the heavenly places,” and how does 3:10-11 help us more fully flesh out what is said in 1:9-10 & 1:20-23? 

(d) “Manifold” translates a Greek word that is used only here in Scripture, means “very multi-sided,” and is used of 
multi-colored cloaks or flower arrangements. In what ways is the “manifold wisdom of God” “made known to the rulers 
and authorities in the heavenly places?”  

 DAY 5 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE          
(a) Read Ephesians 3:1-13. On what basis and to what do we have “boldness and access with confidence” (v. 12)? In 
what ways do these truths impact your life every day? In other words, how does this fuel your prayer life? Your mission? 
Your sustenance? Your joy? Etc. 

(b) Paul finally returns in v. 13 to his original thought begun in v. 1. How does Paul’s digression in vs. 2-12 support his 
request (cf. “So” which begins v. 13)? 

(c) In what way is Paul’s “suffering” the Ephesians’ “glory?” As a believer, what is the role of suffering in your own life? 

(d) Consider Paul’s self-description as “the very least of all the saints” (v. 8). Explain what he means and why this is an 
accurate description of himself. Is this description true of you? Why or why not?  

(e) God used Paul, the very least of all the saints, in a powerful way, and it was according to the “working of (God’s) 
power” (v. 7). How does this fact encourage you to overcome doubts about your own readiness or qualifications to submit 
to and accomplish what God calls you to do? 
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