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Genesis 9 and before we read the Genesis passage here, we are in a series on the Ten 
Commandments and we have worked through the first five commandments and we are 
now getting into, I think the section of commandments that are a little more well-known 
to a larger populace of people. Do you know what I'm saying? The commandments like, 
"Thou shalt not commit adultery. Thou shalt not steal. Thou shalt not..." Yes, very good. 
We don't want to forget that one. "Thou shalt not bear false witness." And the last one, 
number ten is, "Thou shalt not covet." Alright, a few folks out there. So we've come to 
the sixth one. I'm not having you turn to Exodus 20 or Deuteronomy 5. I think we know 
this one by heart and somebody just said it a second ago. What is the sixth 
commandment? So we'll say it, I'll say it, and I'm going to rephrase it a bit and then we'll 
all say it together, alright? So the sixth commandment, "Thou shalt not kill." I'm going to 
say it one more time, "Thou shalt not kill." I think it is understood a little more precisely, 
nothing wrong with the old King James rendering of this but a little more precisely, we 
would say it, "You must not commit murder." Can we say that together? I'm going to say 
it one more time, "You must not commit murder." So say it with me, "You must not 
commit murder."

Before we get into the Genesis 9 passage, I think for a lot of us working through the 
commandments already we find that every single one very much applies and touches vital 
areas of our living, right? We've already seen that. I trust that we've known some 
considerable measure of conviction and it's like, "Oh, I haven't really thought about that 
before, how that I actually violate that particular commandment." And I think human 
nature is that we come to the sixth commandment and we do the proverbial, you know, 
palm to the forehead and go, "Phew, I'm glad I haven't done that one because, you know, 
I haven't killed anybody," right? Not so fast. The Bible is so clear about the larger, more 
expansive, more accurate way of understanding what God is telling us with regards to 
this commandment. It's not just a matter of avoiding committing the act of murder, but it's 
all of what's going on inside the human heart that leads up to such an act. 

We'll get even more into this next week as we look at passages in Matthew about this, but 
today we're looking at a passage that actually comes in the Old Testament before the 
giving of the law and so this is Genesis 9 and go ahead and look with me as we read 
verses 1 through 7. Genesis 9:1-7,
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1 And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and 
multiply, and replenish the earth. 2 And the fear of you and the dread of 
you shall be upon every beast of the earth, and upon every fowl of the air, 
upon all that moveth upon the earth, and upon all the fishes of the sea; into 
your hand are they delivered. 3 Every moving thing that liveth shall be 
meat [or that is, food] for you; even as the green herb have I given you all 
things. 4 But flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall 
ye not eat. [That is, you don't eat actual meat with the blood in it, is what 
he's telling them.] 5 And surely your blood of your lives will I require; at 
the hand of every beast will I require it, and at the hand of man; at the 
hand of every man's brother will I require the life of man. [That is, we are 
accountable for how we treat one another's lives, is another way of saying 
it.] 6 Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in 
the image of God made he man. 7 And you, be ye fruitful, and multiply; 
bring forth abundantly in the earth, and multiply therein. 

So talking about this commandment number six, there are a couple of difficulties that I 
think are rather apparent to us right off the bat and number 1 I have alluded to a little bit 
already is the fact that the Bible's teaching about the prohibition of murder of which one 
preacher has actually said that the Ten Commandments themselves, the wordings of these 
commandments are like a basic skeletal structure of a house where it's the noticeable 
structure but there's a lot more that goes into the construction and the fleshing out of the 
overall meaning and intent and the value principles behind these commandments. We've 
tried to get into all of that as we worked through our series on the Ten Commandments 
and that's why as we really try to expound on what God has to say about each 
commandment, we're going to different passages throughout the Scripture that really do 
give greater meaning and do flesh these things out all the more.

So because this is broad, in one single message we're not going to touch on everything 
that may come to our minds that's related to the overall understanding of this. What do I 
mean? We just read a passage that touches on, what? A rather hot-button cultural issue 
about capital punishment, right? For a lot of us, we know that this is the key proof text or 
it's viewed that way, for capital punishment. There are other related matters like, what? 
Like war. Going to war. Is that ever a legitimate thing? Is it appropriate? Is it ever right 
for Christians to go to war? Or the matter of euthanasia. Physician assisted suicide. 
Abortion. We do try to treat these topics at other times during the year. And last but 
certainly not least, this matter, this question and you and I both have asked what the Bible 
has to say about this at some time in our lives, the matter about suicide. These things are 
related but if I don't touch sufficiently on every single one of them, you'll give me a pass, 
alright? We're coming back to this commandment next week.

The other thing is that we've come to a passage that has lots of other references here and I 
think to some people, some things that are worded rather strangely and are really 
somewhat hard to get our minds around them completely. And I have to tell you another 
disclaimer, I don't think we're going to get to all of those points of interpretation today. 
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We're going to try to stay on message and so, you know, the natural temptation, I know it 
because I sit where you are sitting, sometimes the natural tendency is going to be, "Well, 
oh wow, I wonder what that means? It doesn't have anything to do with what pastor is 
preaching on right this second." And the temptation is to get so distracted that we're 
tracking down that question or that thought and in the process you're going to miss the 
message that I believe God has for you today. So all that to say what? Don't do that, 
alright? Let's all stay together in our contemplation and thinking and our receiving of the 
message that God has for us.

Now, what is the setting here in Genesis 9? It's quite a notable one. This is right after 
what worldwide event? I use that word with great emphasis. Worldwide flood, right? 
Noah and his family are the only survivors and what we see here in Genesis 9 is God 
coming to them after he had spared them. He told them that he would and now is the 
aftermath and can you imagine what it must have been like for them? I mean, think with 
me on this. They didn't know exactly what it was going to be like in that ark for well over 
a year and now they're out and nobody else is there. And the earth, their whole 
surroundings looks rather, there would be no rather about it, stark and bare. I mean, the 
vegetation has started to come back, but can you imagine how that made them look 
around at life now? 

There is a film that came out over a year...was it two years ago or a year ago? The big 
flood movie? Darren Aronofsky, I think, was the director? And there are a lot of things 
about that movie that were regrettable and I don't recommend it as a whole. But this one 
part of the narrative from Scripture I think he did pick up on and try to do something with 
it. That's all the credit I can give him, right? But after the flood, this film depicts Noah 
and his family and that they are just overwhelmed with the sense of God's power and the 
devastating judgment that was meted out upon planet earth and for them, the way it's 
depicted is that they were to the point of complete despair. Now, we don't know from 
Scripture that they got to that point, however, we do know that if God doesn't come to 
them and say the kinds of things that are recorded right here in the passage that we have 
left for us, that they very well probably would have been vulnerable to such despair 
because after God sends this flood, and I think, I mean, can you kind of enter into this 
with me? They would be searching for, "Okay, what's left now? What's going to happen 
next?" Or the kinds of pressing questions of, "Well, what is all this worth now? It's just us 
here. And what is human life really all about?" And really it's like this even on a much 
smaller scale when people like you and I witness or survive some kind of natural disaster. 

Some of you have undergone something like this, like a major earthquake or a hurricane. 
I remember 20 some odd years ago, I lived in the Carolinas and anybody remember the 
hurricane by the name Hugo? Anybody? I lived down there during that time. Where I was 
actually residing, we did not get the brunt of it but I had a sister and her family where 
they actually did live down in the area. The eye of that hurricane went through their 
neighborhood and I worked at a church further north in more western North Carolina 
where, I don't know if the eye went through, the center of the storm went through, but it 
had gone inland 200-300 miles and still is one of the most notable hurricanes in history 
that that far inland it still had 80-90% of its storm's strength. 
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I remember driving up there the next day and it was most unsettling. You know, 100 year 
old trees just chopped in half. A little gas station pavilion structure just flipped upside 
down. And on and on it went. Even more than that, I actually had not lived through it, as 
you'd say. I remember talking and meeting up with people who were inside their houses 
when the storm was coming through and you know, you can imagine, many of us have 
not actually experienced that, but we know, we can imagine the kind of feeling that 
comes over a person. What is it? It's like, "That's it. We're done for." Then afterwards, 
you've gone through this kind of overhaul of your psyche, you're like, "Whoa. That was a 
wake-up call." We really don't control our own destinies, right? That God in his strength 
and his order and design is far far above us and beyond us.

Now, this is what, obviously, I think to a much greater degree, the members of humanity 
that survived the flood had gone through and so God comes to them and oftentimes we 
focus on one particular aspect of this passage and we really don't see the rest of it. What 
God is doing here is amazingly comforting and he's giving them his much needed grand 
perspective. You know, they're asking questions, "Wow, what now?" When people go 
through an experience like this, we often feel, what? We know this. Let me give you an 
option: do we feel big or do we feel small? And that's how they felt and God comes to 
them and what he does is he assures them of how important and valuable they are as 
human beings to him. He really does this. This is what he's expressing. He's telling them 
what to do. He says, "Hey, what you need to do now is repopulate the earth. No, I didn't 
judge the world with a flood to let you know that I don't want you people around, no, it 
was to let you know of my justice and my holy character, but also I'm telling you now," 
what? "Of how important it is to me to have you and your descendants living here and 
living with me." This is really what he goes on to say. He's telling them what it means to 
be human and ultimately he's conveying to them the value of humankind to him and he's 
reminding them and us as we consider this, of how unique we are as God's human 
creatures in his created world and order. This is a whole lot to process and digest and this 
has everything to do with the sixth commandment, how we view and how we treat the 
human lives around us. This is what this passage and this is what the commandment is all 
about.

So on this basis, he is telling them or telling us how we are to view one another, how we 
are to treat one another. First of all, the statement and it's going to be implicit here so in 
this form don't look for it as word for word. The question is: how does God see human 
life, right? How does he look at you and I and all the other human lives that are in your 
sphere of living and relationships? What's God's viewpoint, his perspective? And what is 
the answer to that? The statement here and, again, we're piecing this together but it is 
unmistakable, the statement here is that God has placed a sanctity on human life. What 
does that word mean? What does it mean? It's the idea of him telling us that all human 
life is sacred. It is separate in its value than all other forms of created life. And you're 
like, "Well, Pastor Eric, I think I knew that already." What we need to know is that that is 
the basis, that's the undergirding foundation of everything else that Scripture tells us 
about how we are to treat one another.
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So, God has placed this sanctity upon human life and there are three reasons for why we 
see this sanctity. 1. It's the fact that human life is invaluable. Do you see that anywhere in 
this passage? Look with me in verse 6, and we'll come back to a fuller explanation of it in 
a second. He says, "Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in 
the image of God made he man." Human life is invaluable. What do we mean by that? If 
you have an old piece of jewelry in your possession or one of these people on the 
Antiques Roadshow. Oh, I hope it's been a long time since I've given an Antiques 
Roadshow illustration. It just seems to come to me, right? And you know how it is, these 
people, they bring something in and they think it's been around for a generation or longer 
in their house, it was passed on to them, a grandparent or great grandparent or whoever. 
And they bring in this portrait or this rather strange looking sculpture or whatever, they 
bring it in and they don't know how much it's worth. In fact, for a long time, they didn't 
think that it was worth anything but they bring it in. Some appraiser gets his eyes on it 
and he says, "Whoa. Whoa. Whoa. Whoa." And he starts looking at it carefully and he 
says, "Come over here. We're going to put you on camera." And they do the whole little 
two or three minute thing, right? Most of you have seen it. 

So the bottom line, one of the reasons why we watch the show is at the very end they 
scroll over the screen, "It's appraised value is $12,000." And we're all like...I mean, we've 
seen this dozens of times before but still we're amazed. "Whoa!" What comes next is, I 
don't know about you but I'm like, "Okay, so what's that person thinking? What are they 
going to do with it?" In a lot of cases, the appraiser says, "You should get it insured for X 
amount of dollars." And sometimes you can see by the person's face that they're going to 
go and cash that thing in, right? I mean, that's the next...they're behind on a bill or 
whatever or they've got some boat they want to buy or something's going on. And other 
people, they're like...and somebody will say, "What are you going to do with it?" And 
they'll say, "I'm going to keep it." Why? Because to them it is invaluable or it's priceless 
because of relationship with their parent or whatever the case may be, or just nostalgic 
value. It's been part of their home and their home life and they're like, "No, I'm not going 
to part with it for anything." Some of you are like, "What?" Yes, that is how we feel 
about some things for sure. That's what God is telling us about the value of human life. It 
is invaluable. It is priceless. It really is the case. There is no exchange for it.

We need to understand this in light of ancient history. At the time that this took place, the 
other cultures did not look at human life this way and it is very important for us to grasp 
this. What comes along with what God reveals as his way of having a relationship with 
him and his code of laws and ethics has always been radically counter-cultural. We know 
from documents like the Hammurabi Code of Law, right? Do you remember that from...? 
You're like, "What?" You remember that from ancient, what do you call that? History of 
civilization, right? Ancient civilizations or History of Civ is what we called it in college. 
Hammurabi, and it's very clear from those kinds of law codes, that not all human life was 
viewed as the same at all. In fact, if somebody murdered a slave, nobody else's blood 
would be shed. Somebody would have to produce 20,000 ducats or whatever, something 
like that. But what God is saying here runs completely counter to all of that kind of 
thinking. No, all human life is equally priceless and we can all say amen now. We should 
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say amen. All human life is, in whatever form, whatever stage of life, whatever class or 
distinction, whatever the case may be.

So what God is revealing to them, oftentimes people look at a passage like this and God's 
justice is questioned because the shedding of a murderer's blood is being called into 
account, right? And people says, "Ah, how could God do that?" Back up a second. No, 
what is being communicated to us is the extremely high value God places on all human 
life, every single one. So in ancient cultures it was a matter of, "Well, the person should 
pay a fine or they should serve 20 years in jail for committing such a crime." No, what 
God is saying here, the only possible thing, the only thing that can equal the value of a 
human life is, what? And you know this. It's right there in the text. Is what? Yup, another 
human life. We'll go back to verse 6 to make sure we see it. He says, "Whoso sheddeth 
man's blood," that is, kills him, "by man," that is, by humankind, that is the institutions of 
government established and run by humankind, that man's blood, "should be shed."

Now, everybody wants to know, "What about capital punishment? Is this teaching capital 
punishment?" Before we go any further, I do believe...what is he doing over there? He's 
doing something very important. I do believe with regards to capital punishment, is that 
the principle for it to be carried out is here for sure. Scripture doesn't delve into all of the 
complications, this being carried out by human governments. Sometimes people are...oh, 
what am I trying to say? People are mistakenly found guilty of a capital crime. That's an 
issue in our culture and society and that needs to be reckoned with. We don't gloss over 
the fact that people have been sentenced to death unjustly. Those things have happened 
and happen in our day, in our society, and we don't want to look over that. At the same 
time, the principle beneath or the grounds for capital punishment is here in this passage. 
However, I want to draw your attention to something of even greater priority, is that the 
point being made here is that human life – and think with me on this – is infinitely 
valuable. There is no other commodity, no other currency in our human existence that can 
be given in exchange for it. It is of infinite value. 

Another aspect of this, that in ancient cultures there was this great distinction of classes 
between rich and poor, between nobility and commoners. That being the case, you'd have 
a rich person, if he was killed by a poor guy, what would happen? You can kind of read 
into this. You see where this is going, right? Yes, that poor man, the poor citizen, would 
be subject to all manner of vengeance. But even more than that, the rich man's family 
would be completely entitled to target that man and all his family, right? And you're like, 
"Oh, okay. Well, what if it was reversed? What if the rich man killed the poor man?" ("It 
should be the same thing.") It should be but it wasn't. The rich man's family would be 
ordered to pay $30,000 to the poor man's family.

So what God is stressing here is the value of every single life equally and at the same 
time he's telling us nothing is more valuable than human life. So what God is telling 
Noah and the rest of us as civilization, the priceless nature of your life and the life of the 
person sitting right in front of you and behind you, as well as that cranky person behind 
you in line at the grocery store that just doesn't sound like a very nice person at all, but 
his life is just as valuable to God as yours.
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The second reason why we say that all life is sacred is the fact that the lives of people 
around us...now, this is going to sound like a moot point somewhat but hear me out on 
this. The lives of everybody around us are not yours. They don't belong to you. We see 
this in verse 5. It says, "surely your blood of your lives will I require; at the hand of every 
beast will I require it." That is, what's the word "require"? That is, "I will hold you 
accountable for that other life. That's your brother, or your daughter, or your neighbor, 
but I'm holding you accountable." What does this really mean? What does it mean? We're 
held accountable for how we treat those people and, of course, this a prohibition against 
murder, right? Are we all together on this? But it's broader too that we are accountable 
for how we treat each and every human life in our sphere of living, and if that's the case 
that we are accountable for this, that it is an inherent recognition that that life does not 
belong to us. No matter how much influence or authority we may have over that person 
like a child or a relative in some other way, they don't belong to us. They belong to God 
and our relationship with them, our responsibility to them, is a stewardship. We're 
accountable for how we treat them. This is what God is telling us.

So every single kind of person that comes into your life, you and I are accountable for 
how we value them and how we treat them. We need to be reminded that people in our 
lives are not ultimately for our gain. They're not for us to use or abuse them in the process 
of us getting whatever it is that we want most out of life. This is not how much of the 
world looks at each other. In the workplace, people are viewed as a means to 
advancement. That is the case. They're used as stepping stones, you know? Objects to 
step on to get to where they really need and want to go. You know this. That's how life 
works, the law of the jungle. Not so with genuine believers in God. Not so at all. In fact, 
this is so relevant to our everyday existence that our nature of how we talk about other 
people, I mean, you know it, right? The workplace or in the family or really dangerous, 
the extended family: aunts, uncles, cousins. Do you carry on a conversation...do you hear 
a conversation being carried on about relatives without some person just ripping the other 
one apart? Especially the person that's not there? Or in the workplace, the matter of...and 
this is just so second nature to so many people, they talk about somebody else and they 
run them down because somehow it causes them, or they think it does, to look better. 
They can point out that person's faults, the implication is what? "Boy, I'm so glad I'm not 
like that. Can't you tell..." they don't spell this out, "Can't you tell I'm much better than 
that person?" If our eyes are opened and ears to this in the workplace, so many people, 
they're just hard-wired to gripe about all the ways in which the company is not run the 
way it would be if they were in charge, right? Now, what am I getting at? Does that 
exemplify this valuing and honoring of the other human lives in our sphere and in our 
relationships? The truth is 95% of the time we don't criticize other people in view of how 
we would want those people to be talking about us if the roles were completely reversed. 

So especially for those of us as followers of Christ and possessors of the glorious Gospel, 
our view of mankind has been and is being completely overhauled and restored, that we 
see people the way God sees them and ultimately this brings us to the last reason for why 
all life is sacred. Look with me in verse 6. Did you know this was coming? It's coming 
and it's not the first time in Genesis that this is being mentioned but it is mentioned in 
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light of how we treat one another. Verse 6 says, "Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man 
shall his blood be shed." Why is that such a big deal, God? Or Moses is the one that we 
know actually put this to pen and paper. Why is this such a big deal, Moses? And he 
answers the question in the second half of verse 6, what is it? Every human life is a 
bearer, a reflector of God's very image. It's amazing to consider. Every person that you 
and I live with or rub shoulders with or walk by on the sidewalk or are the customer of 
some service job that they perform, they are a bearer of the divine glory. God's stamp of 
his own nature is upon them.

Let's be reminded today that all of us, we bear the marks. One of the things that Jesus 
made very clear, this notion of the image of God means that we...and this dovetails on 
what we just said about all people belonging to God and not us. Well, how is it that we 
know they belong to God? Because they bear God's image. That is a mark of ownership 
and a huge reason why the way we talk to one another, even when we come together in 
worship at church, the way we should...I know full well we don't all know everybody 
here equally. We all know that, right? That's not the case and we haven't had all the same 
life experiences with everybody here. We don't sense the same degree of connection with 
everybody but, you knew there was a "but" coming, but everybody, two things, bears 
God's image and they are deserving of us giving, especially as a follower of Christ, that 
we recognize that we express honor for who they are as an image bearer of God, and in 
addition to that, somebody who also belongs to God by faith in Christ; that we are truly 
all part of God's family as we sang about a few minutes ago.

So this matter of viewing everybody as having inherent integrity, it's not because we like 
the way they look necessarily; it's not because they have the latest hairstyle or their 
clothed in the most stylish way like we know how to dress, right? No, it's because of 
what? Because God has put inherent and infinite value upon that boy or girl, that woman 
or man, or that elderly person that through the providence of God needs to reside in a 
nursing facility, every single person has God's stamp of his own image and such a worth 
and honor upon them.

Now, to say it this way: we all, in one sense as reflecing God's image, it's like we're a 
kind of picture of God, right? You know the whole scenario of, say, a young woman that 
has broken up with her boyfriend and she used to have a picture of him and now she's 
really angry with him, angry to the point of burning hatred. What is she likely to do with 
that picture? Yeah, and I think for most of us we're like, "Well, you know, the guy had it 
coming to him." Well, what's really going on in the heart of that young woman? It's 
hatred. It is and it is, as we know full well from what Jesus said in Matthew 5, it is a 
violation of this sixth commandment. But beyond that, such hatred, such mistreatment of 
another person is the tearing up of God's picture and we know what that means, right? It 
is a high and blatant disregard for God, his creatorship and his rights.

So what does it mean, in closing, to actually be made in God's image? This idea of you 
and I bearing God's image and it is stated plainly, it's stated in Genesis 1 and 2 as well, 
that God has given us a nature whereby we reflect who God is and so we all know this, 
that certain objects in our physical realm do this. If you take a really polished rock, you 
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look at that, there will be some sense, some degree of a reflection of your face as you 
look into it. Not a real clear one. If you look over really still water, it's even more clear. 
But then if you look straight into a piece of metal, especially if it's backing a piece of 
glass, and you look straight into a mirror, it's a clear reflection of yourself. The Bible says 
that, in one sense, all creation does display or reflect who God is and hear me out on this. 
Psalm 19 says, "The heavens," and it sums up all of the created order, "The heavens, the 
earth, the waterfalls, all of the animal kingdom, that it all displays or it all proclaims how 
great and majestic and powerful and infinitely wise God is." It says that but the Bible is 
so clear that there is another level of reflection and it's in you and I. All human beings. 
And it's abundantly clear on this.

We know this. We compare it, you look around at your house pets, a lot of folks, I can't 
say for myself, a lot of folks have very endearing relationships with their animals and 
that's a good thing. But have you ever looked at your cat or your dog and wonder how 
they can be so much happier than you? Think about that. You know, they really don't. 
They don't suffer from the bouts of depression or unhappiness like you and I do. They 
don't. Why is that? Now, don't even begin to try to debate this with me, alright? Because 
you'll lose. Some of you are smiling because you don't have house pets either. Well, part 
of this is that their needs are more simple and that is true and that's part of the point. And, 
you know, your cat, I mean, all she really wants is what? A nice cozy place? Well, I don't 
know about that. How much love does a cat really want? In many cases they just want to 
be left alone. They want a nice cozy place, maybe some sunshine beaming on them 
through the window, to be unharassed and she's fine, right? But we're not quite like that. 
Part of the picture here is that the Lord created things to be those things and it's important 
that we recognize what purpose behind a horse or purpose behind the mountains out 
there, and they do have a way of displaying God's power and his glory. 

But we have a unique and let's all agree on this, we have an elevated way of bringing God 
glory. We do. And oftentimes we do live in an age where it's justified for thinking that we 
as human beings, we're really no different than animals. We're just slightly a level above 
animal life. And this is what's stated as a rationale for all kinds of social and cultural 
positions with regards to the unborn, with regards to the members of society that don't 
have a lot longer to live, whatever the case may be in particular. And the problem with 
that and there is, there is an unmistakable problem to it: if we liken ourselves to the 
animal members of God's creation, then the truth is that it flies in the face with all these 
things that we know are true about human life. We know that we have a thirst and a 
longing for love and relationship that is far beyond the dog in our living room. I mean, 
come on. Agree with this with me, will you? It is the case. 

And what about death? Why are we afraid of death so much if we're just animals? 
Because the animals aren't. They're not. They're afraid of pain, I believe that. Have you 
ever watched an aging farm animal or house pet get to the point where they know they're 
going to die and they're just getting ready. Really. It's reality. Some of you are looking at 
me like, "You've never had a dog or a cat. There is no heart in you." Okay, you're right 
about that and you can feel free to indict me later. But the point, I trust, is still the same. 
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You know, if this world was all there is, that there is no God, no eternity, then death 
would be perfectly natural like it is for all animals. But it's not that way. 

It's not that way at all and it's not that way, we don't look at death that way because we 
were made in God's image and there are four things about this, and actually borrowing 
this somewhat from the well-known pastor, Tim Keller, about the components of God's 
image, we reflect God's image in the following ways. 1. Our rationality, next, personality, 
eternity, and creativity. What does that mean? These are particular tangible ways how 
that we live out in our experience that we are made with God's image. 

1. Rationality. We long to know, don't we? We want our questions answered about 
existence and life and our destiny. We want to know. Where do you think that comes 
from? It's because we are like God in that way of wanting to know how it all works. 
Children in my household, you do too, that ask questions unendingly. I need to be 
reminded that that's a good thing, right dear? She probably needs to be reminded of that 
too sometimes. She has much more patience than me so go on record for that for sure. 
Rationality. We long to know.

Personality, what does that mean? We long to be loved. We do. And you cat doesn't. 
Yeah, she likes your attention now and then when it suits her, but you and I and the 
neighbor down the street that you really hardly ever give a second thought to, has been 
made in God's image as well and he or she longs to be loved as well. Personality, we 
hunger to be loved.

Thirdly, we're made with eternity. Ecclesiastes says eternity in our hearts. We long to 
what? You can fill-in-the-blank on this one. Simple word. We long to what? We long to 
last. We want to live forever. We want to be part of this overarching, most meaningful 
story where it's not just a tale to be told but we're actually living characters in this 
narrative.

Lastly, creativity. We hunger, we long for beauty. Beauty in its ultimate forms and sense. 

Now, if you don't understand or have a hard time with accepting that we're all made in 
God's image, you will fail to understand what has gone wrong in our world and 
civilization. That's where people have gone wrong and it explains so many other 
questions about what it is that we really long for. We long to live a life where we live in 
fulfillment of this ultimate objective, that only God can fill the mirror that you are. You 
living in a way where you show to all those around you who God ultimately is and how 
unconditionally loving and giving and patient he is with you, most of all through the 
provision and life and death and resurrection of his Son, Jesus. You show people how 
awesome and great and far surpassing God is because you have found him to be that for 
you and that's our ultimate purpose. It is.

Let's all close in prayer.
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Our Father, we thank you for your Scripture to us today. We thank you for the meaning 
and how you desire for us to live this way. Lord, help us to be exhorted and reproved 
today about what incredible value you put on all the people that you have put in our 
lives. Help us to process this. Help us to consider how we can honor everybody that we 
cross paths with and all those that we live with. And Father, we ask that we would not be 
so selfish in our core and so often we tend to be just bothered by why this person has to 
say that to us or ask that question of us. Lord, help us to remember what value you have 
put on us. May we do the same upon others. We pray this in Jesus' name. Amen.
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