
Notice how wise men come to Jesus and the disciples go to Gentiles at the end of the book.  Notice 
how Jonah goes to the Gentiles and a Gentile coming to Solomon in chapter 12. Then in these parables 
you have leaven going to the meal and birds coming to the tree; as well as a man going to the treasure or 
the pearls, and fish coming to the net.   
 
13:44 
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like People sometimes get a little bored with the parables, because 
they feel like there’s a lot of guesswork when it comes to interpreting them. It would have been really 
nice if Jesus would have given the interpretation of this one. He gave the interpretation of the four soils 
and He gave the interpretation of the wheat and the tares. It would have been really nice if we had 
interpretations for the other five. Well, I think we can have it. 
 
unto treasure hid in a field. This idea of treasure is found back in  
 

Matthew 12:35 A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an 
evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things.  
 

13:52 gives us the theme on the other side of 13:44 when Jesus says that if you understand the kingdom 
you’re like a man that is a householder, which brings forth out of his treasure.  So you have this idea of 
someone finding a treasure in verse 44, and someone showing off treasure in verse 52.   
 
“So what?” 
 
So I am trying to show you the flow of thought through these parables. Treasure is one. 
 Then there’s the idea of a householder.  In 13:52 we have this term and it basically means “bully of 
the house.” Who are the people who see the tares in the parable of the wheat and tares, verse 27?  The 
servants of the householder.   
 
“So what? 
 
So I am trying to show you the flow of thought through these parables: “Householder” is two.  
 Then we have a man who found. He finds this treasure. In 13:46 we have a man who finds one 
pearl of great price.   
 
“So what?” 
 
So I’m trying to get you to see it’s one writer, one speaker, one prevailing theme (the kingdom of 
Heaven). The man who found is our third token for a flow of thought—thus aiding us in our 
interpretation. 
 
he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, There’s a connection with verse 46. 
The one who finds the pearl of great price goes and sold all that he had and bought it.   
 
 Verses 40 & 49 speak about the end of the age.  where it says, “the tares are gathered and burned 
in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world.”  See all the subthemes that are continually found in this 
passage?  
 
“So what?” 
 
So I’m trying to get you to see a 5th token for flow of thought. 



 And then there’s the connection in verse 50: “They’ll be cast into the furnace of fire: there shall be 
wailing and gnashing of teeth.”  And we see that that is also found in verse 42 of the tares: “They’ll be cast 
into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.”   
 
A sixth connection through this passage. 
 
 Then of course there’s the idea of the “wheat and the tares.” You might remember that He calls the 
tares in verse number 41 “those who offend and do iniquity,” and those that are wheat are called 
righteous in verse 43, whereas in verse 48, you have those who are characterized as good and those who 
are characterized as bad.  So…good and bad…a 7th thought through this chapter. 

Now, let me give you three possibilities of what verse 44 could mean: 
1. The treasure that’s hid in the field in verse 44 is Jesus.  I’ve heard people say, “You know when 

you are not saved you should run to Jesus, hide in Jesus, find refuge Jesus, give everything for 
Jesus I will say that I’m going to use this opportunity to tell you that we ought to treasure Jesus, 
and give everything for Jesus. 

2. And then there’s the idea that maybe this treasure hidden in the field is the kingdom. After all, 
Jesus said over and over, you know, “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and 
all these things will be added to you.”  So maybe the treasure is the kingdom itself.  It’s like a 
treasure hid in the field and it’s this thing; this thing, and you sell everything to have the 
kingdom.    

3. But, I’d like to possibly introduce a third idea to you.   
a. I would like to suggest to you that the one who sells the treasure, finds the treasure and 

hides it in a field, the one who finds the kingdom of heaven and buries it in the field, is 
Jesus.  My justification for that is verse 37 where we’re told that the one who sows the 
good seed in the field is the Son of Man.  I’ve already showed you seven points of 
connection. If I’m going to say something like, “The kingdom of heaven is like Jesus 
finding a treasure hidden in a field,” I want to have justification.  And I would like to say 
that based on the fact Jesus is the doer of the action in many cases here, in most of the 
parables…for example: the one who sows the seed, then I think I’m justified in saying 
that the doer of the action in this parable could also very well be Jesus.   

b. The field is the world.  I’ve shown you seven points of connection that are already in the 
passage and now I’d like to recommend that the field is the world.  And where do I get 
that justification?  Because in the preceding parable the field is the world.  Notice please 
in verse 38 the field is the world. 

c. The treasure is people. Verse 33, where it says that a woman took and hid three 
measures of meal until the whole was leavened.  If people being saved is not leaven in 
the lump than what is the leaven?  The gospel is not effective if it doesn’t have vessels to 
carry it.  Moreover, the parable to follow this one, the one where you have fish being 
pulled in a net in verses 48 and 49, if it’s not people that are “good or bad” and being 
tossed or put into the kingdom, than what is it?  If the wheat and the tares are not 
people than what are they?  So why would the treasure hid in the field not be people?   

d. Jesus’ going and selling all that He has is the gospel. Matthew 20:28 “For the Son of Man 
came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many.”   

 
If I’m right than this parable is about Jesus having a world full of people, and having a treasure of people 
in that world of people, and going and selling all that He has, His very life, to ransom many…. 
 
What does He buy?   
 
The whole field.   
 



Why?   
 
For the treasure.   
 
Now, I’m going to read it in the way that I just interpreted it. 
 
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a special group of people hidden in the world, which when Jesus 
found it He hid it in the world, and was joyful in giving His life for the whole world to ransom the 
treasure.” 
 
“Well that can’t be because certainly the Lord would not leave anyone out of His scheme.”   
 
Well then the first parable is a real problem because 3/4 of the audience is not included.  This parable of 
the wheat and tares: the tares have no possibility of becoming wheat.  And not all the birds of the field 
come lodge in the branches of the kingdom.  And not all the fish are pulled out of that net and put in the 
kingdom.  Some are tossed because they’re bad. If uniformity of interpretation matters to you than I think 
I’ve at least posed a good case here. That the Lord died to purchase the field but the treasure was on His 
mind when He purchased the field. 
 
“Do you believe in limited atonement?”   
 
If I can define the terms, yes.  If by limited atonement you mean, “Did He die for the elect?”  I say, “Yes.”  If 
by limited atonement do you mean I think He died only for the elect, only the elect were paid for, than I 
say, based on this Scripture and a few others I’m going to show you, I would say “no way.” He sold all that 
He had and bought the field. He bought the field because He hid the treasure in it. Jesus bought the pearl 
of great price and gave everything. 
 

John 10:7 Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep.  
All that ever came before Me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them.  I am the door: 
by Me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.  The thief 
cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that 
they might have it more abundantly.  I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth His life for 
the sheep. 

 
You see that?  He gives it for the sheep.  Let’s talk about the sheep.   
 

10:27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me: And I give unto them eternal 
life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand.   

 
The objective of the gospel, the objective of the shepherd laying down His life was for the sheep.  Isn’t that 
interesting? 
 Yet, John 3:16: “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son.”   
 
“So which is it?” 
 
He bought the field so that He could have the treasure.  Jesus, apparently having infinite blood (I say that 
because He’s God: Everything He does is somehow infinite in its scope, Acts 20:28) found it impossible for  
His blood to purchased only a few.  And so we’re told in our parable He gave everything and purchased 
the field because He had His eye on a treasure that He hid within it, and those are His sheep.   
 
 



 
 

Ephesians 5:22 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.  For the husband 
is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and He is the Saviour of the body.  
Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every 
thing.  Here we go now: Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave 
Himself for it.   

 
Do you see that?  Who did He give His life to?  Who did He give His life for?  The church.   

There was a focus.  There was an objective.  There was a prize.  There was a treasure in the field.  
There was a pearl of great price. There was wheat in the field among the tares.  He bought the whole field 
but He was after the wheat. He had the whole net but He’s after the good fish. He had all the whole earth 
but He took the good seed, the good soil. He bought it all but it was because of the sheep. He bought it all 
but it’s because He had His eye on a bride. Can you imagine telling a young man, “I need you to purchase 
the rights to marry everyone?”  No, you’re going to get a man to sacrifice for one woman.  And that is a 
great parallel, Paul says, to what Jesus did when He saw a bride and gave His life for her.  Save people.  
That’s Jesus paying specifically with the treasure on His mind.  The objective is the treasure.   

 
1 John 2:1-2 My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we 
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And He is the propitiation for our sins. 
Look here:  and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.  He’s the propitiation for 
the whole field, the whole field. 
 
2 Peter 2:1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers 
among you, who privily, or privately, shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that 
bought them.   
 

It could be argued that these false prophets and false teachers will never be saved and yet they are just as 
bought as the treasure that is hidden in the field.  Why?  Because they’re in the field.  They’re part of the 
world. 
 


