
I. Background
A. THE KING

There is no consensus about the identity of Ahasuerus.  Many scholars believe him to 
be Xerxes I.  However, if this were true, there are significant issues with chronology and 
the age of Mordecai that results.  Additionally, concluding that Xerxes I is Ahasuerus, 
forces us to conclude that the Mordecai spoken of in Esther is different than the one 
mentioned in Ezra 2:2 and Nehemiah 7:7.  For these reasons and others, I believe that 
the referenced monarch is actually Darius Hystaspis.  For a detailed handling of this 
matter, I refer you to The Chronology of the Old Testament, by Dr. Floyd Nolen Jones, 
16th Edition, pages 199-205, published by Master Books in 2005.  

B. THE AUTHOR
The authorship of the Book of Esther is a speculative.  Some suggest Ezra.  Some 
suggest Mordecai.  Some suggest Esther, herself.  The person is often presumed to be 
a Jew because of what is seen as Jewish nationalism embedded in the text of the book. 
At the same time, it is recognized that the author had detailed knowledge of Persian 
culture and of the workings within the Kingʼs palace.  Whereas, it is noted by even the 
most casual observer that the Book of Esther does not mention the name of God once, 
it must also be noted that the book does not mention any significant event in the history 
of the Jews.  Neither does the book mention any persons in Jewish history (or any 
contemporaries) nor any other books read by the Jews (such as Nehemiah, Kings or 
Chronicles).  The book gives little indication that the author had knowledge of Jewish 
culture and customs.  It is also not considered that the Book of Esther mentions access 
to the archives of the Medes and the Persians on four separate occasions (2:23, 6:1, 
9:32, 10:2).  It therefore seems more likely that the author was a Persian historian who 
who became a proselyte, probably due to the reason given in 8:17.

C. THE FACTS
• The Book of Esther is the sole historic authority on the time period it addresses
• The time of the actual writing was post the exile and, likely, post the reign of 

Ahasuerus
• Itʼs information was verifiable at the time it was written for it refers to the Books of 

Chronicles of the the Kings of Media and Persia (2:23, 10:2).  No recorded, preserved 
disputation to the accounts described in the Book of Esther is known

D. THE PURPOSE
The Book of Esther is known for several key things.  First and very conspicuously, there 
is no mention of God by name in any of the book.  Secondly, one of its main focuses is 
to record the history of the Jewish Feast of Purim.  Thirdly, the book seems to have a 
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totally historical purpose by the author; none of its passages are written for the express 
purposes of teaching.

The last stated purpose lends credence to the conclusion that the author was a Persian 
historian.

II. Life For Women In Persia
A. VASHTIʼS REFUSAL

Ahasuerus is described as a decisively cruel individual with no regard for loyalty and no 
value for life.  He discarded his wife, Vashti, when she refused to parade around in front 
of his guests at the palace.  Whereas the exact nature of verse 1:11 is not disclosed, we 
must infer that the King intended something more than to have a royally arrayed queen 
come and sit by his side.  Perhaps, his intentions were similar to that of Herod with 
respect to his niece as recorded in Matthew 14:3.  It says that Herod called Herodiasʼ 
daughter to dance in front of him (and his inebriated guests).  The dance was 
provocative.  When Ahasuerus made his request of Vashti, he and his fellows had been 
drinking heavily for seven days.  It is unlikely that there was anything honorable in his 
request.  It is almost certain that his request was intended to arouse him and his guests.

Moreover, according to the Jewish historian Josephus (Ant. 11/6/1), the king was asking 
Vashti to violate the customs of the Persians.  Josephus stated that laws of the Persians 
forbade the wives to be seen by strangers.

B. EXAMPLE OF INSUBORDINATION
The fact that women were not valued is evident from the advice given to Ahasuerus by 
the interpreters of the law.  They urged him to dethrone Vashti as queen, to effectively 
divorce her, and to seek a wife from all the virgins in his empire.  They expressed fear 
that any non-compliance by the kingʼs wife would cause disruption in every manʼs 
household by giving an example to their wives that the wishes of the husbands did not 
have to be strictly adhered to.  Add to this that we are told that the king had concubines 
and the conclusion that women were of little value in the Persian empire is inescapable.

III. Life for Esther, the Queen
A. AN EXAMPLE OF HUMILITY

This did not change once Esther was made queen.  The basis of her selection was her 
beauty.  She also separated herself from the other beautiful virgins by the way she 
carried herself.  Where the other young women hopeful of becoming queen did what 
they could to present themselves beautiful in the kingʼs site, Esther took only what was 
given to her by the kingʼs chamberlain.  Although it is mentioned that the chamberlain 
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favored her above the other virgins, she did not try to adorn herself more than the 
others with jewelry, she did not cover herself with makeup, and she did not dress 
provocatively.  She was simple in her presentation.  In that way, her character shown 
through.

B. A CAPTIVE QUEEN
After she was made queen, the king still had his concubines.  His relationship with her 
appears to have been good considering his very carnal and self-worshipping approach 
to life.  But her relationship had to be less than fulfilling.  She had to reconcile her 
husbands lust for other women.  She probably contemplated what would happen as she 
aged.  She must have been concerned that Ahasuerus would one day demand that she 
do something as demeaning as what he demanded of Vashti and that she, too, would 
loose her throne for not complying.  Still, she must have always kept in her mind the 
fickleness of his feigned love.  In his capricious wrath, she was acutely aware that at 
any time, she could be executed.

C. A FEARFUL QUEEN
When we come to the record of Estherʼs conversation with Mordecai following the 
decree to exterminate the Jews, Mordecai asked her to appeal to the king for the lives 
of her people.  Understandably, Esther expressed fear for her own life.  She told 
Mordecai that if she approached the king without being called and the king did not show 
her mercy by extending his sceptre, she would be executed.  She had not been called in 
to see the king in to see the king in thirty days.  Thus, her concern that the King might 
not extend his sceptre was warranted.

D. A LONELY QUEEN
Consider what life Esther had with the king.  She was better than a concubine, but not 
by much.  She could have no intimate conversations with her husband.  She could not 
express dissent or displeasure or preference without his approval.  She could only 
appear content and happy in his presence.  He would call her in to see him when it 
suited him.  Otherwise, she would risk her life to even as much as greet him.  The Bible 
does not dwell on it, but Estherʼs life as queen was a lonely one.  Her view of marriage 
had to be marred for it had no possibility of becoming as she most likely dreamt of it 
when she was a girl.

E. A CHILDLESS QUEEN
There is no record of Esther having had children.  In fact, it is fair to say that the 
mention of any children is conspicuous in its absence.  The parent-child relationship that 
is emphasized in this book is that between Esther and her adopted father, much-older 
cousin, Mordecai.
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Even after the Jews were delivered and the Prologue of the book was written, there was 
no mention of Esther having children.  Although the book does not emphasize her 
barrenness, information is given so that we can determine she was married for seven 
years yet no children were mentioned.  Therefore, I do not believe she had any children.  

IV. Estherʼs Selection As Queen
A. TAKEN

Even her introduction to the king was stressful.  She was one of hundreds (Josephus 
puts the number at 400) of young women who were virgins that were presented to him 
for the position of queen.  Chapter 2:2-3 tell us that the women were gathered up by 
officers who were appointed to find young women for the king.  Verse 8 of that same 
chapter then says,
2:8 So it came to pass, when the kingʼs commandment and his decree was heard, and 
when many maidens were gathered together unto Shushan the palace, to the custody 
of Hegai, that Esther was brought also unto the kingʼs house, to the custody of Hegai, 
keeper of the women.
The Hebrew word translated “brought” is the word “laqach”, pronounced lä·kakh. It 
carries the connotation of its object being subjected to the will of the actor.  Sometimes 
it is used in a way where it is clearer to translate it “taken”.  Given the context, that 
meaning fits what is being discussed.  Esther did not volunteer.  The kingʼs officer who 
went to her town searched for the young virgins and took the ones he considered 
worthy.  She was among the human chattel taken.

B. READIED FOR USE
After passing the initial scrutiny of Hegai - the keeper of the women - Esther and the 
other young women had to go through twelve months of purification.  This custom 
shows the warped view of purity that unregenerate man has.  This purification was done 
so that she would be readied for the king.  It was done so that she would be cleansed 
for his use.  Thinking about this can make one incensed.  The king had as many women 
as he wanted.  The men in charge of the kingʼs harems were made eunuchs to assure 
that they did nothing with any of the concubines.  The concubines may have only seen 
the king once and would only see him again if he called for them.  Otherwise, they 
remained alone.  Yet, it was the concubines who needed to be purified?

The process that Esther underwent was divided into two six month periods.  In the first 
period, she was purified with myrrh.  In the second period, she was purified with 
perfumes (sweet odours).  
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C. THE AUDITION
At the end of the twelve months, the prospective queens were called in to be with the 
king one at-a-time.  Esther was not called in first and we do not know how long she had 
to wait.  We do not know how many women went in before her.  We are only told in 
chapter 2, verse 15 that she had to wait her turn.  She had to be filled with mixed 
emotions.  During her time in waiting, she had seven maidens for her bidding.  She was 
treated royally while she was being prepared.  But how could she have looked forward 
to the meeting with the king?  The result for all but one of these virgins was that the king 
would lay with them one night and then they would be dispatched to the home for his 
concubines.  Some of the concubines would never be with the king again.  Yet, they 
would never have a chance to marry and to raise children.  They would be kept as 
forgotten property.

V. Approaching the King
FRIEND IN THE MORNING, EXECUTIONER IN THE NOONDAY
Estherʼs concerns for her longevity as queen and for her very life were validated in the 
life of Haman.  Haman had more access to the king than just about everyone else.  He 
had power and position.  He had great influence over the king and he had wealth.  Yet, 
when Esther brought up charges against him in front of the king, he knew his life was in 
jeopardy.  There would be no investigation and he would have no chance to give an 
explanation.  After the king stormed off, Haman threw himself at the mercy of Esther 
only for the king to return to find him on the bed.  In his fury, Ahasuerus erroneously 
identified Hamanʼs pleading as attempted rape.  Immediately Hamanʼs head was 
covered with a bag and he was marched to the gallows and hung.  This is how fickle the 
kingʼs favor was.  This demonstrated why Esther had every reason to fear herself.

VI. Fasting for a Covering
A. FASTING AND PRAYER

However, when Mordecai challenged her reluctance to approach the king on behalf of 
her people, she acquiesced.  Although God is not mentioned by name here, it is obvious 
that God was the subject in chapter 4, verses 15-17.  Esther directed Mordecai to 
organize a three day fast amongst the Jews in Shushan.  She fasted also.  Although not 
stated, it would seem obvious that the fasting was done in keeping with Godʼs direction 
that we find in Isaiah 58.  That is, fasting was accompanied with prayer.  It is believed 
that the three day fast that Esther requested was a time when she and all the other 
Jews in Shushan cried out to God to deliver them.
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B. FASTING GODʼS WAY
We need to be reminded of Jesusʼ direction to the apostles to fast in Matthew 17:21.  
There are times when prayer and fasting are the only ways to overcome an issue.  This 
is because this is a time when we pray earnestly to God, undistracted and focused on 
Him and the petitions we desire of him.  What Esther, Mordecai and the Jews of Persia 
faced was as urgent as it was dire.  By fasting and praying, the Shushan Jews were 
emphasizing that they were at Godʼs mercy and not any manʼs.  They also recognized 
the omnipotence of God and His power to save them from the most powerful foe.  1 
Kings 21:27-29 provides a primary, overriding purpose for fasting.  It says simply that it 
is to humble ones self before God. Isaiah 58 contains in-depth lessons on the purpose 
of fasting. Among other things, it says in verse 6 that fasting is designed by God to 
“loose the bands of wickedness to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go 
free, and that ye break every yoke.”

VII. Jewish Oppression
A. NO HOPE

The Jews were a despised people.  Mordecai was helpless when Esther, the orphaned 
daughter of his late uncle whom he raised as if she were his very own, was taken for the 
king.  It was most likely the case that he would never see her again.  This was not 
something he foresaw when he was raising her.  He had no idea she would become the 
property of a pagan ruler.  Even after she was taken to candidate for queen, we are told:
Esther 2:11 And Mordecai walked every day before the court of the womenʼs house to 
know how Esther did, and what should become of her.
The fear and indignation he felt for Ester was likely followed by fear and indignation for 
all the Jewish women who would be defiled by the pagan, self-absorbed king.

B. NO FRIENDS
The fact that the life of the Jew was hard can be detected by the uncontested obedience  
to carry out the genocide that Haman managed to get promulgated by the king.  There 
were some who were perplexed (v3:15).  But other passages that make reference to 
the enemies of the Jews indicate that the Jews had many enemies all over the kingʼs 
domain.  The fact that Ahasuerus was cruel and indifferent towards human life is verified 
by his agreement to exact genocide on a people in his kingdom without even bothering 
to get them identified.  Haman said only to him:
Esther 3:8  ...There is a certain people scattered abroad and dispersed among the 
people in all the provinces of thy kingdom; and their laws are diverse from all people; 
neither keep they the kingʼs laws: therefore it is not for the kingʼs profit to suffer them.
From this warning, Ahasuerus condemned a people.  The Bible gives no indication that 
the king ever took note of who they were.  It is most unlikely it would have made a 
difference.  His scribes were told that the people to be exterminated were the Jews so 
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that they could write down the orders for the genocide.  The king likely found out who 
they were sometime later, but saw no need to investigate Hamanʼs claims that were 
used to condemn them.  This would support the belief that they were an oppressed, 
even despised, people in the kings domain.

C. NO ESCAPE
The vastness of this Persian empire made their situation particularly hopeless.  Chapter 
one, verse one tells us that the empire stretched from India to Ethiopia.

This is probably why the Jews did not flee upon hearing of the decree.  It may be that 
those which were close to the outskirts of the kingdom attempted to flee.  However, this 
was not a feasible option for most of them.  If they had attempted to leave en masse, I 
cannot say what problems it may have caused.  It is probable that leaving would have 
jeopardized them sooner because it would have been interpreted as a direct action 
against the king.  It appeared as though they were doomed.  This explains their 
reactions that are recorded in Esther 4:3.  They mourned.  They fasted.  They wept and 
they wailed.  Many lay in sackloth and ashes - an act of ultimate despair.

VIII. God, the Redeemer
But God had already made a way out of no way for them.

A. MORDECAIʼS REFUSAL
The peril that the Jews were in came about because Mordecai refused to reverence 
Haman in accordance with the kings command.  Haman was of the Amalekites who 
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were ardent, historical, and present enemies of the Jews.  we know this because it is 
recorded that Haman was an Agagite. Agagites were so named after Agag, the King of 
the Amelekites (1 Samuel 15:8).  Kings were reverenced as gods.  The act of reverence 
was an act of worship.  Haman was to be reverenced in the same manner as the king.  
This was something Mordecai was loathed to do.  His refusal was bothersome to the 
kingʼs servants.  When Mordecai explained that his refusal was due to his beliefs, the 
kingʼs servants were incensed.  The Bible says, “that they told Haman, to see whether 
Mordecaiʼs matters would stand: for he had told them he was a Jew.” (v3:4)

Hamanʼs hatred for Godʼs people was unbridled to the extent that he would not be 
satisfied with sending only Mordecai to the gallows.  Haman saw this as an opportunity 
to accomplish what his ancestors were never able to do.  That was the extirpation of all 
of the Jews (3:5-6).  However, his own idolatrous, mystical beliefs restrained him from 
acting swiftly (3:7).

B. HAMANʼS FALSE BELIEFS CAUSED HIM TO WAIT
Haman devised his plan the first month of the year, but he refrained from approaching 
the king right away.  Chapter 3, verse 7 also tells us that he cast Pur, that is lots, each 
day, each month until he felt he received an affirmation that his plans would be received 
by the king.  It was not until the twelfth month that he felt such affirmation was given to 
him.  At that time, he approached the king and received permission to destroy the Jews.  
Knowing that the king would be concerned with lost tax revenue and not with killing 
scores of people, 3:9 and 4:7 tell us that Haman offered 10,000 talents of silver to the 
king in exchange for their lives.  Upon being granted permission, Haman once again did 
not act immediately.  He did not have the decree written by the scribes until the 
thirteenth day of the next month.  That made it a full year since he conceived of his evil.

C. A SINGLE DAY FOR DESTRUCTION
Also attributable to his mystical beliefs was the specifics of the decree that he had 
written.  The decree stated, in accordance with what Haman believed was 
communicated by the casting of Pur, the appointed day of destruction was not until the 
thirteenth day of the twelfth month in the thirteenth year of Ahasuerusʼ rule.  This was 
almost two full years since the plot was conceived and almost one full year since 
Haman received permission for the genocide.  Whereas it was the case that it took 
months to have the decree written and sealed and then delivered to each of the kings 
provinces due to the vast number of them (127) and their collectively large area, it could 
have been that the destruction was ordered to occur when the order was received.  
Rather than this, it was determined that the destruction should take place on a single 
day - the thirteenth day of the twelfth month of the thirteenth year of Ahasuerusʼ reign.
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D. KINGʼS INFATUATION TURNED TO AFFECTION
By the time the decree to abolish the Jews was given, Esther had been in the kingʼs 
house five years.  In all this time in accordance with the instruction she received from 
Mordecai when he first delivered her to candidate as the queen, Esther had not made it 
known to anyone that she was a Jew.  If it had been known when she was delivered to 
Hegai, the kingʼs keeper of women, it may have been the case that he would have 
despised her for being a Jew.  Rather than showing her favor, he may have refused her 
as unworthy.  If it had been known after she was made queen and before there was 
time for the kingʼs infatuation to turn into true affection (I hesitate to say love), it may 
have been that she was slain when she came to him uninvited.  But by the time the king 
approved the genocide, he genuinely cared for her.

IX. Do the Right Thing
A. MORDECAIʼS RIGHTEOUSNESS

Also playing into this was the character and conscious of Mordecai.  He was upright and 
was a good citizen.  He did respect authority, the government, and the king.  We know 
this because he saved the kingʼs life.  He either heard or was told of the plot that two of 
the kingʼs chamberlains, the keepers of the door, had devised to kill the king.  They 
were wroth with him.  Rather than holding his peace, he told Esther of the kings peril.  
She informed the king, an investigation confirmed the plot, and the would-be-assailants 
were executed.

1. Do Right Because God Is Righteous
There are two things striking about this account.  The first is that Mordecai did what was 
glorifying to God although the king had no use for the Jews.  Due to Mordecaiʼs beliefs 
as a Jew, the kingʼs life was preserved.  Mordecai did not do this for a reward; he 
received none and no consequent displeasure of his is metioned.  He informed Esther 
because it was the right thing to do.  His people were hated and targeted under the 
kingʼs rule, but Mordecai honored the king.  I am reminded of this passage in 1 Peter 2:
2:11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, 
which war against the soul;
2:12 Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak 
against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify 
God in the day of visitation.
2:13 Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lordʼs sake: whether it be to 
the king, as supreme;
2:14 Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of 
evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well.
2:15 For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of 
foolish men:
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2:16 As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants 
of God.
2:17 Honor all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king.
This passage in 1 Peter can be used to parallel the life of Mordecai.  He was spoken 
evil against by the kingʼs servants (Esther 3:3-4), by Haman, by Zeresh the wife of 
Haman (Esther 5:14) and others.  It was Mordecaiʼs righteousness that was used by 
God to turn things around.  Despite the fact that the Jews werenʼt treated very well 
under Ahasuerus, Mordecai saved the Kingʼs life by exposing the plot against him.

2. God Trumps All
But Mordecaiʼs real loyalty was towards God.  That is why he refused to bow to Haman 
and must be inferred that he did not revere Ahasuerus as a god.

Another passage in the New Testament comes to mind.  It is Acts 5:25-29.
5:25 Then came one and told them, saying, Behold, the men whom ye put in prison are 
standing in the temple, and teaching the people.
5:26 Then went the captain with the officers, and brought them without violence: for they 
feared the people, lest they should have been stoned.
5:27 And when they had brought them, they set them before the council: and the high 
priest asked them,
5:28 Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should not teach in this name? 
and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this manʼs 
blood upon us.
5:29 Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God 
rather than men.
I suppose that Mordecai did not have an affinity for Haman before their first recorded 
confrontation.  Even if that is true, Mordecaiʼs refusal to bow to Haman was not based 
on a personal dislike of him.  Rather, it was based on the principle laid out in Acts 5 as 
stated above.  This is why it was not an option for Mordecai to recant once he was 
made aware of the impending genocide.  This is also why Mordecai believed that God 
would deliver his people.

B. ESTHER: NO TIME LIMITS ON THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT
1. The Hidden Jew

The second thing which is striking about this is that Esther had kept Mordecaiʼs 
commandment and not revealed that she was a Jew.  It says in chapter 2, verse 20,
2:20 Esther had not yet shewed her kindred nor her people; as Mordecai had charged 
her: for Esther did the commandment of Mordecai, like as when she was brought up 
with him.
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2. Faithful Obedience
She honored Mordecai as her father.  That is to say, she kept the fifth commandment.  
She had power and position but this did not change her honor towards her adopted 
father.  When Mordecai approached her later about the peril of her people, it was 
natural for her to be fearful.  Nevertheless, she obeyed him and spoke the famous 
words,
4:16f ...so will I go unto the king, which is not according t the law: and if I perish, I 
perish.
She would be obedient to Mordecai, even unto death.  She knew the wisdom of his 
counsel.  She trusted him and she leaned on him for strength.  He was not directing her 
to sin.  She was being directed to do the only right thing which she could do.  Mordecai 
ended his urging with words that echo throughout our English speaking culture to this 
day,
4:14f ...and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?

3. Persistent Honor
The last part of this book lets the reader know that she continued to honor Mordecai as 
her own father.  In 9:29 it says,
Esther 9:29  Then Esther the queen, the daughter of Abihail, and Mordecai the Jew, 
wrote with all authority, to confirm this second letter of Purim.
Mordecai had already instituted the Feast of Purim by writing a letter that was sent to all 
the Jews.  However, it was by Estherʼs position as Queen that the Feast was made 
official in the Persian kingdom.  I conjecture that her decree gave the Jews the ability to 
keep the feast without conflict against those who were in rule over them and without 
conflict with their enemies.

Proverbs 6:20-23 describes Esther well:
6:20 My son, keep thy fatherʼs commandment, and forsake not the law of thy mother:
6:21 Bind them continually upon thine heart, and tie them about thy neck.
6:22 When thou goest, it shall lead thee; when thou sleepest, it shall keep thee; and 
when thou awakest, it shall talk with thee.
6:23 For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and reproofs of instruction 
are the way of life:

X. Mordecai Knew God Was In Control
A. UNWAVERING FAITH OF MORDECAI

In Esther 4:14, Mordecai showed unwavering faith in God  when he said to Esther, 
4:14 For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there enlargement 
and deliverance arise to the Jews from another place; but thou and thy fatherʼs house 
shall be destroyed: and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a 
time as this?

When I Don’t Know What God Is Doing: Dilemmas and Deliverance

Commentary on Esther
Rob Cooper

January - May 2012

11 of 17



In other words, “Queen Esther, God will deliver us, whether it be by your hand or 
anothers.  If you refuse to intervene on behalf of your people, be it known unto you that 
your fatherʼs house shall be destroyed, even by Haman.”

B. GOD CONTROLS THE KINGS OF THIS WORLD
Chapter 6 also shows where God controlled the events that were taking place.  
Proverbs 21:1 says,
21:1 The kingʼs heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of water: he turneth it 
whithersoever he will. 
This truth is clearly demonstrated in the events discussed between Esther 5 and 6:
Esther 5:12 Haman said moreover, Yea, Esther the queen did let no man come in with 
the king unto the banquet that she had prepared but myself; and to morrow am I invited 
unto her also with the king.
5:13 Yet all this availeth me nothing, so long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the 
kingʼs gate.
5:14 Then said Zeresh his wife and all his friends unto him, Let a gallows be made of 
fifty cubits high, and to morrow speak thou unto the king that Mordecai may be hanged 
thereon: then go thou in merrily with the king unto the banquet. And the thing pleased 
Haman; and he caused the gallows to be made.
6:1 On that night could not the king sleep, and he commanded to bring the book of 
records of the chronicles; and they were read before the king.
6:2 And it was found written, that Mordecai had told of Bigthana and Teresh, two of the 
kingʼs chamberlains, the keepers of the door, who sought to lay hand on the king 
Ahasuerus.
6:3 And the king said, What honor and dignity hath been done to Mordecai for this? 
Then said the kingʼs servants that ministered unto him, There is nothing done for him.

XI. Mordecai: Raised Up By God for Such A Time
Much credit is given to Esther in the deliverance of the Jews, and rightly so.  But one 
must see the wisdom and bravery of Mordecai also.  One could argue that he is really 
the focal point of the book.

It was Mordecai who took Esther in after the death of her parents and raised her as 
his own daughter.
It was Mordecai who directed Esther not to disclose her lineage (that she was a Jew)
It was Mordecai who routinely sat in the Kingʼs gate, allowing him to know what was 
happening in the palace and how it would affect his people.  We know this was his 
purpose because this is what is indicated in 10:3, the last verse in the Book of 
Esther.
It was Mordecai who overheard the plot to kill the king and disclosed it to Esther.
It was Mordecai who refused to give oblation to Haman because for a Jew to do so 
would be sin.
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It was Mordecai who refused to bow to Haman even after he found out about the evil 
that was determined against the Jews.
It was Mordecai who led the Jews in Shushan in mourning and fasting upon finding 
out about Hamanʼs plot against the Jews.
It was Mordecai who sent word to Esther to intervene
It was Mordecai who declared to a reluctant Esther who feared for her life if she 
should approach the King uninvited, “Think not with thyself that thou shalt escape in 
the kingʼs house more than all the Jews.  For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at 
this time, then shall there enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews from 
another place; but thou and thy fatherʼs house shall be destroyed…”  In other words, 
whether by Esther or someone else, God would deliver the Jews from the hands of 
their enemies.
It was Mordecai who convinced Esther to act and to finally disclose that she was a 
Jew.
It was Mordecai who, after he was empowered by the King, remembered his people.
It was Mordecai who was raised up to rule in Persia under the King.
It was Mordecai who instituted the Feast of Purim to remember his God.  By doing 
so, he was attributing the deliverance of the Jews to God, not to himself, Esther or 
the King.

One can argue that he is the central character in this book.

XII. The Feast of Purim
A. WHEN IT IS CELEBRATED

The Feast of Purim does not celebrate the slaughter of the enemies of the Jews; it 
celebrates their rest from their enemies.  The day of slaughter that was determined by 
the mystical practice of Haman was the 13th day of the 12th month Adar.  This was the 
day that the Jews stood for their lives (as it says in Esther 9:16).  The next day, the 
fourteenth day of the month of Adar, the Jews rested and made it a day of feasting and 
gladness (Esther 9:16).  They also rested and feasted on the fifteenth day.  The Feast 
of Purim is celebrated on the 14th and 15th days of Adar on the Jewish calendar.  Adar 
falls between February and March on the Gregorian calendar that is used in much of the 
world today.

B. WHAT IS CELEBRATED
Haman had planned to kill all of the Jews and to take their possessions as spoil.  When 
the decree was returned upon his own head (9:25), the Jews were given permission to 
take the spoil of their enemies for a prey (8:11).  In fact, the decree written by Haman 
against the Jews was simply turned around so that the Jews were the executioners.  
Although the Jews were allowed to take what they wanted, the author specifically states 
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(9:10, 15, 16) that the Jews did not take any possessions from their enemies who they 
destroyed.  I believe that the significance of this is that it shows the leadership of 
Mordecai which affected the hearts of the people.  They only destroyed those who 
would have destroyed them (9:2).  They did not rejoice in the slaughter, they rejoiced 
because they finally had rest from their enemies.  Esther 9:30-31 tell us the purpose for 
the feast day:
9:30 And he sent the letters unto all the Jews, to the hundred twenty and seven 
provinces of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, with words of peace and truth,
9:31 To confirm these days of Purim in their times appointed, according as Mordecai the 
Jew and Esther the queen had enjoined them, and as they had decreed for themselves 
and for their seed, the matters of the fastings and their cry.
That is, the Jews set the two days aside to remember the strong hand of God that 
delivered them out of certain extermination in response to their fastings and prayers.  
They also remember the peace which came through the knowledge of the truth about 
the Jews and about their enemies (John 8:32 is a different context but it demonstrates 
the value of truth).

C. THE MANNER OF CELEBRATION
The way in which they celebrated Purim and do to this day was prescribed by Mordecai 
in 9:19,
9:19 Therefore the Jews of the villages, that dwelt in the unwalled towns, made the 
fourteenth day of the month Adar a day of gladness and feasting, and a good day, and 
of sending portions one to another.
That is, in their feasting they shared food amongst one another. This was an act of joy, 
of selflessness and of community. 

XIII. Godʼs Enemies Will Fall
A major lesson from the Book of Esther is that Godʼs enemies will fall.  Proverbs 6:12-19    
reads,
6:12 A naughty person, a wicked man, walketh with a froward mouth.
6:13 He winketh with his eyes, he speaketh with his feet, he teacheth with his fingers;
6:14 Frowardness is in his heart, he deviseth mischief continually; he soweth discord.
6:15 Therefore shall his calamity come suddenly; suddenly shall he be broken without 
remedy.
6:16 These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him:
6:17 A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,
6:18 An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief,
6:19 A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren.

Proverbs 73:18-20 also describes the events of Esther:
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73:18 Surely thou didst set them in slippery places: thou castedst them down into 
destruction.
73:19 How are they brought into desolation, as in a moment! they are utterly consumed 
with terrors.
73:20 As a dream when one awaketh; so, O Lord, when thou awakest, thou shalt 
despise their image.

This is exactly what happened to Haman.

XIV. Closing Observation on Esther
THE IRONY OF THIS BOOK IS DESCRIBED IN CHAPTER 9
9:1 Now in the twelfth month, that is, the month Adar, on the thirteenth day of the same, 
when the kingʼs commandment and his decree drew near to be put in execution, in the 
day that the enemies of the Jews hoped to have power over them, (though it was turned 
to the contrary, that the Jews had rule over them that hated them;)
9:2 The Jews gathered themselves together in their cities throughout all the provinces of 
the king Ahasuerus, to lay hand on such as sought their hurt: and no man could 
withstand them; for the fear of them fell upon all people.
9:3 And all the rulers of the provinces, and the lieutenants, and the deputies, and 
officers of the king, helped the Jews; because the fear of Mordecai fell upon them.
9:4 For Mordecai was great in the kingʼs house, and his fame went out throughout all 
the provinces: for this man Mordecai waxed greater and greater.
9:5 Thus the Jews smote all their enemies with the stroke of the sword, and slaughter, 
and destruction, and did what they would unto those that hated them.
• Remember that this was the exact day that Haman determined by lots, that is, Pur, 

that the Jews would be slain.
• Rather than a day of destruction for the Jews, it was a day of destruction for their 

enemies.
• Rather than the kingʼs officials working on behalf of the Jews enemies, they were 

working on behalf of the Jews.
• The Jews were once the scourge of the kingdom, but “...many of the people of the 

land became Jews; for the fear of the Jews fell upon them.” (8:17b)
• Before this conflict, the most highly regarded Jew could only stand at the gates of the 

kingʼs palace, now a Jew ruled as queen and another Jew (Mordecai) was second in 
command to the king.

• The oppressed people became the ruling class.
• The name of the mystical method used to pinpoint the day of the Jewʼs demise, is now 

the name of the holiday which commemorates their deliverance, The Feast of Purim.
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PARALLELS WITH EXODUS
• The Jews were an oppressed people whose lives were not valued
• The Jews were under the rule of a pagan king who was revered as though a god
• A mass killing of them was ordered by the king/pharoah
• A Jew lived in the house of the king/pharoah not suffering the oppression (Moses and 

Esther)
• The Jew in the kingʼs house incurred personal peril in order to intercede for his/her 

people
• The Jews were seemingly put in jeopardy by one of their own because he followed the 

Lordʼs commandment (Moses and Mordecai)
• They were put in a position where death appeared certain (at the Red Sea and in a 

vast land with a bounty on your head having no way to escape)
• The enemies of the Jews were destroyed
• The deliverance by God at the hands of his servants is commemorated with a feast 

day; Passover to remember the Exodus and The Feast of Purim to remember when a 
day appointed for Jewish genocide was turned into a day of rest from their enemies.

PARALLELS BETWEEN MORDECAI, DANIEL, AND JOSEPH
• All three men were righteous
• All three men were observant
• All three men honored the king
• All three men were honored by the king for their righteousness
• All three men were second only to the king in power and position
• All three men sought the benefit of their people after being elevated to powerful 

positions
• All three men became politicians
• All three men were used of God to save their people

TWO DIFFERENT KINDS OF STRENGTH
• Esther showed her strength in her submission to authority (Mordecai and Ahasuerus)
• Mordecai showed his strength by not regarding man over God
• Esther showed her strength by having the wisdom to hold her peace and not lose her 

identity
• Mordecai showed his strength by speaking up about who he was
• Esther showed her strength by using her position to abolish those who oppressed her 

people
• Mordecai showed his strength by embodying Galatians 6:10

6:10 As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto 
them who are of the household of faith.
Compare with Esther 10:3
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10:3 For Mordecai the Jew was next unto king Ahasuerus, and great among the Jews, 
and accepted of the multitude of his brethren, seeking the wealth of his people, and 
speaking peace to all his seed.

XV. Believerʼs Response to Tribulation
Another major lesson in the Book of Esther is best summarized in 2 Corinthians 4
4:6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our 
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
4:7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may 
be of God, and not of us.
4:8 We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in 
despair;
4:9 Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed;
4:10 Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of 
Jesus might be made manifest in our body.
4:11 For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesusʼ sake, that the life also 
of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh.
4:12 So then death worketh in us, but life in you.
4:13 We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and 
therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak;
4:14 Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, 
and shall present us with you.
4:15 For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the 
thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God.
4:16 For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward 
man is renewed day by day.
4:17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory;
4:18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not 
seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are 
eternal.
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