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I would like to invite you to look with me in your Bibles to Isaiah 54. It took us about ten 
messages to get through Isaiah 53, but we move on. Although, I want us to see the 
connectivity between what we read here in chapter 54 and chapter 53. These chapters 
were put in here by editors to help with the public reading of Scripture. In the original 
documents, there were no chapter divisions. It was just one continual reading. And so 
let's keep that in mind. 

But here in verses 1 through 5, which will be my text for this message, we want to see 
who are those that have been redeemed and called. Isaiah 53 very clearly set forth the 
death of Christ and that being the very life of His people and here in chapter 54 we see 
then the effectual result of that death. Either He accomplished what He set out to do, or 
He didn't. Either there is a people that He has redeemed and that He will have, or there 
isn't. It's just that cut and dry. Well, I'm happy to tell you there is. And this is who is 
described here in chapter 54 beginning with verse 1 and you will recognize this verse 1 
from what Bob just read for us in Galatians 4. This is what the Lord directed Paul to cite 
in Galatians 4. 

1 Sing, O barren, thou that didst not bear; break forth into singing, and cry 
aloud, thou that didst not travail with child: for more are the children of 
the desolate than the children of the married wife, saith the LORD. 2 
Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth the curtains of 
thine habitations: spare not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes; 
3 For thou shalt break forth on the right hand and on the left; and thy seed 
shall inherit the Gentiles, and make the desolate cities to be inhabited. 4 
Fear not; for thou shalt not be ashamed: neither be thou confounded; for 
thou shalt not be put to shame: for thou shalt forget the shame of thy 
youth, and shalt not remember the reproach of thy widowhood any more. 5 
For thy Maker is thine husband; the LORD of hosts is his name; and thy 
Redeemer the Holy One of Israel; The God of the whole earth shall he be 
called. 

We see here a picture as is being described of a flourishing people. You read these words 
in verse 2, "Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth the curtains of thine 
habitations." It's using a language which the people of that day would have understood. 
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The enlarging of a tent meant prosperity. Where it says in verse 3, "Thou shalt break 
forth on the right hand and on the left; and thy seed shall inherit the Gentiles, the 
nations." The Lord here is showing that this people, that this work, would be 
accomplished throughout the world. The word "Gentiles" literally is the word "nations."  
And so what we can see here in connection with Christ and His death, first of all, is that 
every sinner that He has redeemed, He will have. The Lord has a promised inheritance 
that shall flourish no matter how dark the day may seem and I think we need to realize 
this. When we meet in such small numbers in comparison to the world, sometimes it's 
easy to forget whose we are and we are not to be comparing ourselves with the world in 
any way. If we are the Lord's, if He has redeemed us, and we are bought with His 
precious blood, there is no greater blessing or privilege than that, whether anybody else is 
His or not. 

But what I want you to see here is that He will have His inheritance. When we read that 
in Isaiah 53 where in verse 10 it speaks there that He shall see His seed, He shall prolong 
His days, we saw that that was with reference to the Father seeing Christ His seed and 
prolonging His days. And notice, "the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand." In 
other words, whatever design God sent His Son to accomplish would be accomplished. 
"Of all that the Father has given Me," Christ said, "I'll not lose one." That's so different 
from the way that I was raised in religion to believe that if I didn't get out there, and if I 
didn't witness, and if I didn't hurry up and tell people, even to such a degree that if you 
came on a car wreck, and you found a person there that was injured, you would be forced 
to stop and at least try one more time to talk them into heaven, get them to make a 
profession before they died. It's like the old priesthood whenever a person was dying to 
call the priest to say the last rites with some hope that that would get him into heaven. 
Now that's not what we do. We commend all men unto the Lord, but this I know that the 
pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand. In His hand. Whatever His hand has set to 
do, He will do, and so we see that. 

In Psalm 2:8, if you will just look there briefly with me. Psalm 2:8. This Christ that is set 
forth in the Scriptures is so different than the one you hear being preached popularly 
today. In fact, the one being preached today is to be pitied, because He is being preached 
as having a people that He would like to save but can't unless they let Him and so He's a 
spiritually challenged Christ. He's often defeated in His attempts to get people to come to 
Him. That's not the Christ of Scripture. Here in Psalm 2 in verse 8, these are as the words 
of the Father to His Son who said, "Ask of Me, and I shall give Thee the heathen for 
Thine inheritance." That word "heathen," again, is that word "nations." It's those of 
various nations, and tribes, and tongues. "And the uttermost parts of the earth for Thy 
possession." Does not Christ receive whatever He asks of the Father? And so when He 
prayed that prayer in the garden and He said, "I pray not for the world, but for those that 
Thou has given me," that prayer has been answered. When He paid the debt, those that 
were given to Him from eternity He bought with His precious blood. Do you suppose 
then that He is going to lose one? Not one drop of blood was shed in vain. Such is the 
Christ of Scripture. 
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So this chapter, here in Isaiah 54, we've come back to it, is the explanation of this 
promise, of this sureness. When the Scriptures speak of Christ as the surety, let it be 
known that if He is the surety, then He'll have every one for whom He died. That gives 
me hope as a sinner who has been brought to trust in the Lord Jesus Christ and rest in 
Him. If there were one, even one, that could slip through His fingers, my question would 
be then, "What hope is there for me? I might be one that might slip through then." But no, 
His hand is sure.

Now, whenever we read these Old Testament passages, we have to be reminded that there 
is an historic setting to these Scriptures. And certainly, some would say, "Well, when it 
speaks here of Israel enlarging her tent and spreading forth on the right hand and on the 
left, it is speaking of what would take place after their return from captivity in Babylon." 
And certainly, those of that day might have found some comfort in that, but the Lord 
would not leave this people in captivity, but, according to what He purposed, bring them 
back again into the land and cause them to prosper. And I certainly have no problem with 
that, but if that's all we see, then we've missed the reason for this writing, because these 
prophets that the Lord raised up took what was to take place in history and used it as 
types and figures of that glorious liberty which is that of the children of God through 
Christ. 

And so, we see here a picture of Christ's church, that Gospel church, into which the 
Gentiles were to be brought. And those first words of the apostle Paul that Bob read for 
us in Galatians 4 in verse 27, I believe, serve as a key to help us understand this. When it 
speaks here, for example, in verse 1 of Isaiah 54, where it says, "For more are the 
children of the desolate." Who did the Jews consider to be the desolate? Well, it was the 
Gentiles. It was the people of the world. That's why John in writing spoke of Christ as 
being the Savior of the World. It didn't mean that He came to try to save every single 
individual in the world. That's not what it meant. But He's the Savior of Gentiles as well 
as the Jew. And even though for milleniums God's work was primarily among that Jewish 
nation, here we see a prophecy that states that when Christ died it just wasn't for those of 
the Jewish nation. That He had a people from every tribe, nation, and tongue that He 
would bring. And that in the end, as it says here, if you're going to number them, this 
Israel, which is those of the nations brought in and joined with those of the nation of 
Israel that were His, together, the children of the desolate are more than the children of 
the married wife. The married wife was a terminology used with regard to that Jewish 
nation of whom God was the husband. And so, you can see set forth by Isaiah what the 
Lord had purposed in the death of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I'm thankful that it's this way, and I suppose if I went back far enough in my roots I might 
find some actual Jewish blood somewhere. I don't know for sure. My mom's into all of 
that. That's the one thing that she has told me that she is going to leave me is her family 
tree. She has given me the password already to go and look on there after she is gone and 
go all the way back. I think we are back before the fifteen hundreds now, somewhere in 
there. But I don't know. Whether there is Jewish blood or not, I am thankful that my hope 
of salvation doesn't depend upon whether I've got Jewish blood in me because Christ has 
a people from every tribe, nation, and tongue. So, I've got some Czechoslovakian blood 
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in me. I've got some German. I've got some other blood line in there. That's good. All of 
that identifies me as a Gentile. But do you know what? Christ came to pay the debt of 
Gentile sinners and in that I rejoice. I rejoice. I don't have to become a Jew. 

You see, the Jews thought so. In their day they thought that if you're to enter into the 
kingdom you had to start dressing like one, you had to start talking like one, you had to 
start reciting all of these passages that they gave you. You became, you had to become a 
Jew. That's what a proselyte was. It sounds to me a little bit like modern religion, doesn't 
it? They put you in a baptismal class. They teach you the dos and don'ts of how to talk 
and how to walk. If you're going to be part of this denomination, this is how you're going 
to act. This is how you're going to believe. This is what you're going to do. This is what 
you're going to say. Everybody marching in step. That's religion. That's not the Gospel. 
That's not the work of the Lord Jesus Christ. He came to save sinners. 

And so what we see here primarily in verses 1 through 5 is that even though its 
beginnings were small, and certainly when you even think of the Lord choosing that little 
nation of Israel, starting with Abraham, and even today by comparison to other countries 
in the world, it is small, and yet, through it He purposed to bring His Son, and to do and 
accomplish a work that would be worldwide and I know some preachers that are trying to 
build a worldwide ministry. They're trying to build that for themselves. We have a Christ 
who has already accomplished a worldwide work, and that is in His death. So I don't have 
to try to run something parallel. If I'm built on that foundation, as small as the numbers 
might be of those to whom I minister, it doesn't matter. I know the chief cornerstone has 
been laid. The foundation has been laid in this person, the blood and righteousness of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.

Do you know what? I'm happy to tend to that part of the field where He has put me. And 
He'll cause this word to go forth as He sees fit. Maybe one here and one there, but in the 
end when it's all said and done, He's going to have a people from every tribe, nation, and 
tongue. You know, He said that in Matthew 16, "I will build my church, and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it." That's a picture of Him entering into the very gates of 
hell, and breaking through, and bringing out, not everybody, but bringing out everyone 
that the Father has given Him. That's why some of you are sitting here today. You may 
wonder how on earth did our paths ever cross? We all come from different backgrounds, 
and yet, here we sit under one roof, hearing one message, and, I trust, rejoicing in one 
Savior, in one work, in one Gospel, in one sacrifice. I didn't put out an invitation. I didn't 
pass out cards, and I didn't go door-to-door, but here you are sitting here for now and 
listening. I pray that it's because the Lord has drawn you, not to me, not to this 
congregation, but to Christ and because of His work that He set forth to accomplish. 

So, the historic aspect that we see here of these Jews returning out of captivity that God 
would again be a husband to them, that He would not leave them in desolation, in 
captivity, and that that number of His people He would cause to grow and to expand 
throughout the world, certainly, we could see that, but what I want you to see in the time 
that we have is the spiritual side of that. How this applies to Christ and His church. In 
other words, the kingdom of God among men is already worldwide. We don't need to try 
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to establish a worldwide ministry. It's already worldwide. If the Lord has raised up a 
preacher such as I to stand here and declare His Gospel, I'm not building anything new. I 
trust the foundation is solidly laid upon that one foundation which has been laid. There's 
been no other foundation laid than this, and that's Christ and His death. 

But it's a spiritual work. Christ, if you look over in Luke 17, this is what Christ would 
answer when those Jews...you see, all they could think about was Jewishness. It's like 
people today when they find out that you have any connection with Christ at all, what's 
the very first question they want to know? What denomination are you? People are 
caught up in their denomination just like Jews were caught up in their Jewishness. Christ 
is not tied to a denomination. He wasn't in His day. He's not in our day. And if that's your 
hope, if that's your foundation, then certainly it's a false hope. 

Here in Luke 17, notice in verse 20. They were looking for a Messiah, but they were 
looking for one that fit their mindset. It's like today. If I were to be invited into certain 
congregations and denominations and endeavor to set forth Christ as I do here with the 
liberty that the Lord has given me here, there would be a fight, because men would be 
trying to figure out, "Okay, how does this Christ fit with my denomination, or what I've 
been taught, or how I've been raised, or what our pastor says, what our preacher says?" 
And that was their mindset in the day, that the Messiah would be a Jewish Messiah, and 
that He would set up a Jewish kingdom. It's like that one conversation I heard not too 
long ago, and this is at a rotary club of all places, where they were trying to show that 
Christ must have been Baptist. He must have been a Baptist, because He had to fit the 
Southern Baptist mold. Well, they were delusional. Christ is not tied to a denomination. 

But here the Pharisees when He was...notice the word "demanded." Here they are before 
the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords, and they are demanding to know when the 
kingdom of God should come. You see, they thought to entrap Him here. We're going to 
test His theology on the kingdom of God. "He answered them and said, The kingdom of 
God cometh not with observation." That's already a shocker to most denominations today 
that expect some sort of earthly kingdom, something visible, something that's going to 
last for a period of a thousand years and people will be able to see it. Christ already said, 
"The kingdom of God cometh not with observation: Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo 
there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you." In other words, if you're His that's 
where it's found.  Where does God today rule and reign? Yes, He's God of the world, but 
He is within. His Spirit is within each one of those that He, that Christ, has redeemed. 
That's where His kingdom is established. 

It's a spiritual kingdom. That's why we can't even identify somebody as a Christian by 
how they dress, or how they walk, or how they talk. That's religion. They'll line you up, 
and they'll measure you. "Oh, you say that you're a Christian. Why'd you do that?" I will 
tell you that by religious standards today, David would not be accepted as a member in 
any congregation. He had multiple wives. He committed adultery. He was a murder. Can 
you imagine him coming before the deacon board with that? "I'd like to apply for 
membership." He would have been turned down. Rahab, the thief on the cross. "You've 
got to get the baptismal class first. Got to make sure everything is right before we can 
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approve you as a member of this congregation." I will tell you that a whole religious 
world is lost, perishing, and hell bound by those standards. I'm thankful that God doesn't 
judge sinners on that basis. Particularly, myself. 

Let's be careful when someone walks through that door, and we peg them as too great a 
sinner. They start talking a little bit about their background, and all of a sudden, 
"Oooooh." All of us sitting here have a Pharisee's heart. That's how we deal with the 
people. That's just nothing but self-righteousness. Is it true or not that this is a saying 
worthy of all acceptation, that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners? And what 
did Paul say? "Of whom I am chief." Not I was, but I am. Don't ever stop being a sinner. 
Don't ever in your mind start thinking that somehow inherently in you is some good by 
which God will accept you. Don't ever look back to your walk and feel like, "I could 
measure my progress here and see myself getting holier or better." You're looking in the 
wrong mirror. There's something wrong with that mirror. We need to all be brought low 
and to realize that if we are the Lord's, it is because He bought us, and He sought us. 

Here in John 3:3, again this kingdom, and there is a reason that I'm showing you this, 
because when you look even now at the work of God in this world, the true work of God, 
you've got to sit there and wonder sometimes, "Is there anybody that truly believes this 
Gospel?" Well, the Lord has never left Himself without a witness. But again, our problem 
is we tend to look at the outward. We try to measure based upon man's standards when 
we say there are not many. Here the Lord described where His kingdom is in John 3:3. 
"Jesus answered and said unto him, Nicodemus, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a 
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." So to see, the kingdom is to 
perceive, is to be able to have eyes to see wherein that kingdom is. And I'm telling you, 
it's not in the religious monuments of men. It's not in their works. It's not in their 
ceremonies. Don't look there. Just because there is a huge multi-million dollar building, 
and thousands of cars parked around it, and people flocking to it doesn't mean that God is 
at work there. It's nothing but a tomb. Here the true kingdom of God, imperceptible to 
men, is being born again, being born from above, the Spirit doing His work in the heart. 

And so, coming back to Isaiah 54, you will see the connection now, I hope. While it may 
seem that those of the true church seem to be few, and the Gospel languishing, I have 
good news to tell you: it's not. That everything is exactly the way it is supposed to be, and 
God is accomplishing His work, and the Spirit is calling out everyone for whom Christ 
died. And if you're the Lord's, you wouldn't be here otherwise. I wouldn't be here. That's 
why it says in verse 1 of Isaiah 54, "Sing, O barren, thou that didst not bear; break forth 
into singing, and cry aloud, thou that didst not travail with child." Yes, it may be true that 
at certain points it seemed that God's true people were few. I think back to the beginning 
with Adam and Eve, and then how the Lord gave them Seth, or first of all gave them Cain 
and Abel, and Cain slew Abel. But the Lord's seed didn't die out with Abel. The Lord 
raised up another, Seth. And you can read there in Genesis 4 how the Lord, it says, "from 
that time there were those that began to call upon His name and worship Him." He has 
always had His people, even though they may have seemed to be in the minority. I think 
of Joshua and Caleb who stood alone. The only two that came back with a good report 
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from the land of Canaan and yet, the Lord purposed that His testimony, His Gospel, 
prosper through them. 

He has a people. As it says here, "For more are the children of the desolate than the 
children of the married wife, saith the Lord." Back in the Old Testament, even those that 
could be numbered among the Gentiles, the nations, were few. When you think though, 
when Abraham was first called he wasn't a Jew. He was Assyrian. He was flat on his face 
in idolatry when the Lord called him. But I think of the Ruths, the Moabitess. I think of 
Rahab, the harlot. One here. One there. Which, as we read through the Old Testament, 
shows us that God has always had a remnant. And in His time, He would cause it to 
blossom forth. Which He did once Christ died. The number of the Gentiles may have 
been few, and I think that that is what's described here where it says, "O barren, thou that 
didst not bear; break forth into singing." What seemed like no work at all when Christ 
had paid the debt and finished that work, and on the day of Pentecost He began to bring 
in many, the harvest. 

Do you realize the connection between Pentecost and Passover, even in how the Lord set 
up those holy days? The Passover, of course, was the sacrificial lamb that was offered. 
Pentecost, Penta, fifty days from the Passover, was actually a feast of ingathering. It was 
the time of year when the firstfruits from the fields were harvested and brought in, and 
you see how types and figures serve a spiritual lesson. First the lamb was slain, and then 
the in-harvest, the bringing in, the carrying of the Gospel throughout the world, and a 
great number in the time and you read in the book of the Acts of the Apostles, where was 
it that the numbers were being called from? It wasn't in Jerusalem. It was in the world. It 
started in Jerusalem. Then went to Samaria. Then went to what? To the uttermost parts of 
the world.
 
That's what Isaiah is describing here in Isaiah 54. These Gentiles, who for some time, had 
seemingly had less light than the Jews, now the Lord was being pleased to bring them in 
in great numbers, and so it could be said that in the end, and we can see it today, how 
many Jewish believers, those of natural Jewish descent, do you know? I know there are 
some. I know that God has His elect among them for whom Christ died, but for the most 
part, even though I stand here and read to you a Bible which is primarily Jewish in 
culture as a Gentile, there are more Gentiles that the Lord has caused to be brought in 
than there are those of Jewish descent. But in the end, Jew or Gentile, they are going to 
be His true Israel. 

So we see that described there in verse 1 but in verses 2 and 3 we see the extent of this 
work. How He would cause His church to extend further than ever before. And you can 
see when it's described there, "Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth the 
curtains of thine habitations: spare not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes." 
That's what the Lord is being pleased to do right now and in a manner, I would say, 
quicker than ever imagined before. When Paul went from place to place, he had to 
literally hop on a boat, ride on a donkey or a horse, some way physically had to move 
from one place to another. And even then, the era of ships, the Lord used ships as a 
means of carrying His Gospel from one place to another. I think when we moved into the 
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airplane era we thought, "Well, this is really quick, because now we can jump from one 
continent to another rather quickly. What took weeks before can now be accomplished in 
hours." Although, I know from my experience in flying to South Africa, and then back up 
to London, and over to India, and back to London, and back to the States, you can get 
pretty weary sitting inside one of those airplanes. I logged sixty hours of air time to get 
from one continent to another, and you stop and think, "But still, in a few short days I 
was able to go and preach to hundreds of people in some places that, to that point, had not 
yet heard." And so we say the Lord is doing His work. Well, today with the internet, it's 
just unbelievable. Now with the touch of a button, you can take a message like this and 
put it up on the internet, and within a short while you've got people from around the 
world that the Lord is causing to hear and to listen. I'm thankful that it's His work to do, 
but I believe that that's what is being described here by Isaiah. That the Lord is going to 
cause this tent to enlarge. And the Lord is going to cause it to break forth on the right 
hand and on the left. And what seemed to be before such a restrained work, now He's 
being pleased to carry it throughout the entire world and how this should be a comfort to 
His people. 

You see that in verse 4. "Fear not; for thou shalt not be ashamed: neither be thou 
confounded." Is there shame that is attached to identifying with Christ and this Gospel? 
Not for the one who has been taught the Gospel. Paul said, "For I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel of Christ." There is a lot in religion I'm ashamed of. I won't have anything to do 
with it. I wouldn't support a penny toward it. I get people writing me wanting to come by 
here and talk about their work. Why don't I? I have no confidence in what they represent 
and what they preach. They're just out on a deputation trail trying to raise some money 
and cross land and sea to be a proselyte when as Christ said, "Once they've crossed land 
and sea and made their converts, that convert becomes twice-fold a child of the devil. 
Twice hardened. Twice blinded. Because they not only have a false hope, but they have a 
false savior." 

It's not a matter of just throwing our money at any mission project. You hear people all 
the time, "Just got back from some mission project." You listen to them talking about it, 
and I don't hear much mention of Christ if any. It has to do with what work they went, 
building a building, taking care of a project, helping the poor. That's a good social work, 
but that's not advancing the kingdom. The kingdom of Christ is advanced when Christ, by 
His Gospel, by His Spirit, is pleased to take that Word of Christ and bring it home to the 
heart of one of His that He has redeemed. 

And when it says here in verse 4, "And thou shalt forget the same of thy youth, and shall 
not remember the reproach of the widowhood any more," I truly believe that that has to 
do with what takes place when the Lord is pleased to reveal Christ in a sinner's heart. 
Knowing ourselves to be sinners, and yet when Christ is revealed, He removes that guilt. 
He removes that shame, knowing that He has paid it all. Jesus paid it all. All to Him I 
owe. 

And it says here in verse 5, "For thy Maker is thine husband." Even though we didn't 
know Him at the time, yet if He was pleased to bring His Word home to our heart, He 
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was all the while our husband. When were you espoused to the Lord? Stop and think 
about it. When were you espoused to the Lord? It wasn't when you believed, because the 
Lord was already your husband. You were espoused when that price was paid. He chose 
you, and then He kept you. But when Christ paid the debt, that's when you were made 
His. That's when all of your sin, all of your shame, all of your reproach, anything that 
stood against you, was taken out of the way, removed, when He was pleased to reconcile 
you to Himself in the death of His Son. That's why He's called here, "the Lord of Hosts." 
If He is the One that can name the stars, and He has. He put them in their place and their 
orbit, such a God is He. He knows His people. I don't. I just find out about it in time. 
There's some I may never know this side of eternity. I just spread the seed, broadcast the 
Gospel, but the Lord is the one to bring that seed home to those that are His. 

He is the Lord of Hosts and thy Redeemer, notice, the holy One of Israel. Those two are 
connected. You cannot have any connection or relationship with the holy One of Israel 
unless it's through redemption, unless it's through the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ 
whereby He bought His own. He's the God of the whole earth. The God of the whole 
earth shall He be called. In other words, He knows His people, and He is directing, even 
now, their footsteps. They may be hidden away in some isolated place for the moment, 
but He can send a hurricane to move them. He can unsettle them. He can bring a preacher 
their way. But one way or another, according to His purpose, He is going to cause them 
to hear, and He's going to bring them, and the tent of Christ, if you will, will be enlarged. 

This is a great message. One that, I believe, ought to excite those of us that are the Lord's. 
Not to be discouraged just because we see so much of anti-Christ religion around us, so 
much of works religion. Don't focus on that. Focus rather, if nowhere else, focus on what 
He's been pleased to do in this poor sinner's heart. Why me? Why me? Why should I 
even be here today to speak to you of these things? I know it's this, it's only by grace. 
And if you're here for that reason, that's the same reason, by grace and grace alone. 
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