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SAFE IN GOD’S EVERLASTING ARMS 

Leviticus 26: 3-8, Deuteronomy 33: 18, 27, Psalm 119: 114, 117-120, 

John 15: 9-15 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson 

 

God created each of us in miraculous, extraordinary ways. God has also uniquely 

mentored each of us in the arms of our mothers in order to prepare us to dwell 

securely and safely in His everlasting arms. One of the marvelous ways God has 

created us is with our human body survival mechanisms. If we are walking in the 

Wind River Mountains and encounter a grizzly bear, and the bear sees us, several 

things happen in our bodies that are amazing. First of all, our muscles involuntarily 

tense up, to give us better agility to run or climb a tree. Our heart automatically 

races and our breathing quickens to get more blood and oxygen to our body. Many 

of our non-essential organs shut down instantly to preserve our energy. Our fear 

and stress may create the sense of an ice ball in the pit of our stomach because 

digestion is no longer essential in this life or death situation. We become dry 

mouthed—for our saliva is non-essential. All of this happens to help us hopefully 

get away from this bear. It is wonderful when our bodily mechanisms work this 

automatically to help keep us alive. But there is a problem if we feel this way often 

or all the time. This system change caused by fear and stress is meant to be used 

only in life or death situations, but only sparingly. Strangely we find ourselves 

living in a culture that is overworking and overstressing our bodies. When these 

automatic symptoms are experienced too often, the long term health and 

psychological effects are damaging. Additionally, something else happens.  

 

We begin to experience a fight-or-flight response, also known as acute stress 

response both mentally and physically. This fight-or-flight response was first 

described in the 1920s by American physiologist Walter Cannon. Cannon realized 

that a chain of rapidly occurring reactions inside the body helps mobilize the 

body's resources to deal with threatening circumstances. What happens during this 

process? There are several parts in our brain that are deeply involved in fear. The 

important parts include the thalamus, the sensory cortex, the hippocampus, the 

amygdala, and the hypothalamus. The thalamus is responsible for sending data that 

has been received from our sensory locations, such as our eyes, our mouth, our 

nose, or our ears. The sensory cortex analyzes the sensory information and sends 

data to our hippocampus. The hippocampus is a storage and reception area for 

conscious memories. The amygdala interprets emotions, and the hypothalamus 

initiates the "fight or flight" response. This whole process of seeing the bear sends 

this information to your thalamus. Next, the amygdala interprets the fear sensed 

upon seeing the bear. When the thalamus receives this information about the bear, 

the stimulus message is sent to the sensory cortex for decoding. The sensory cortex 

acknowledges that there are many interpretations of the data, and sends all of them 
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to the hippocampus. The hippocampus accesses our memory bank to determine if 

this bear is real, or if the bear hasn’t seen us, or isn’t interested in pursuing us or if 

the bear is running after someone else besides us. The hippocampus decides what 

we should do. Either the hippocampus sends an imminent danger signal or a “no 

imminent danger” message to the amygdala, and the amygdala tells the 

hypothalamus to kick in or shut down the fight or flight response. Beloved, we are 

fearfully and wonderfully made. God has overseen the development of each of us 

in our own mother’s womb. Medical professionals tell us that while all this 

decoding and accessing of information is going on in our brain, it severely impairs 

our ability to learn or remember. This has severe implications in our lives. 

 

Educators in inner city schools have wondered why test scores are so low. They 

have found out that the phenomena of children not learning is because they live in 

a constant state of stress and fear, perhaps worried about a mother’s boyfriend 

killing them or their mother, or worrying if they will have any food for supper. In a 

constant state of fight or flight, we don’t feel safe and we learn very little. As I 

come to this mother’s day message, beloved, I believe our Lord Jesus is forever 

creating and providing for us by His Holy Spirit in our hearts, a safe place, a 

refuge, a hiding place, acceptance in the beloved, a place of disarming our fears 

and prejudices as Jesus did this with the woman at the well, or going with us to our 

homes as Jesus did with Zaccheus, or finding a way to remove the folks ready to 

stone us to death, as Jesus did with the woman caught in adultery. Jesus crucified 

and dying for us at Calvary, became a refuge for the repentant dying thief. He told 

him, “Today, you will be with me in Paradise.” The Lord of Glory provides us 

with safety in His everlasting arms so we may abide, grow, live, and obey Him.   

 

God wants to make us, His church, (1) His dwelling house where we dwell 

together with Him in safety in His everlasting arms. Also, He wants to make us, 

His church (2) His safe house in life’s storms, to encourage us to keep growing and 

coaxing us to get back up from our defeats and begin again. Thirdly, God wants to 

make us, His church, (3) His family house where we learn to respect and obey His 

authority, His commands and find safety in total obedience to His Word, His will, 

His way, and His quiet but persistent promptings. Let’s learn about these three 

images given to us in God’s Word, and especially in our texts today.  

 

GOD WANTS TO MAKE US, HIS CHURCH, HIS DWELLING HOUSE 

WHERE WE DWELL TOGETHER WITH HIM IN SAFETY IN HIS 

EVERLASTING ARMS. (I.) Turn with me to Deuteronomy 33: 12 and 27. These 

are the last words of Moses to the tribe of Benjamin, first, and secondly, to Asher. 

In Deut. 33: 12, we read, “May the beloved of the Lord dwell in security/safety by 

Him, Who shields him all the day, and he dwells between His shoulders,” Beloved, 
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dwelling in God and He in us is dwelling in safety with the Lord. The little tribe of 

Benjamin reminds me of Christ’s church—His little flock. Mount Moriah, where 

the temple dwelt in Jerusalem was on Benjamin’s lot next to Judah. The Lord 

dwelt there with His people. Like a father carrying his son, so God carried 

Benjamin on His back, between His shoulders. To the tribe of Asher, Moses said in 

Deuteronomy 33: 27, “The eternal God is your dwelling place and underneath are 

the everlasting arms.” God’s people, met together to worship, pray, preach and go 

home and into the world to evangelize dwell in the safest dwelling in this world.  

 

The picture in the Old Testament is a picture of being as close to God in His 

sanctuary as was possible. There’s no place safer than close to Him. I love the 

picture of Joshua who was being mentored by Moses. In Exodus 33: 7-11, I read, 

“Now Moses used to take the tent/tabernacle and pitch it outside the camp, far off 

from the camp, and he called it the tent of meeting. And everyone who sought the 

LORD would go out to the tent of meeting, which was outside the camp. Whenever 

Moses went out to the tent, all the people would rise up, and each would stand at 

his tent door, and watch Moses until he had gone into the tent. When Moses 

entered the tent, the pillar of cloud, the Shekinah glory of God, would descend and 

stand at the entrance of the tent, and the LORD would speak with Moses. And when 

all the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance of the tent, all the 

people would rise up and worship, each at his tent door. Thus the LORD used to 

speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. When Moses turned 

again into the camp, his assistant Joshua the son of Nun, a young man, would not 

depart from the tent.” What a picture this is of dwelling as close to God as Joshua 

could. The sons of Korah wrote in Psalm 84: 10, “For a day in Your courts is better 

than a thousand elsewhere. I would rather be a door-keeper in the house of my God 

than dwell in the tents of wickedness.”  

 

Beloved, God clearly dwells in our hearts, by faith, and our bodies are the temple 

of the Holy Spirit. Yet, God also longs to dwell in our gathered presence as the 

body of Christ, His church. John, who leaned on Jesus’ bosom, wrote the words of 

Jesus in John 15: 9-11. Jesus said, “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved 

you. Abide or dwell in My love. If you keep my commandments you will abide in 

My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love. 

These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may be in you, and that your joy 

may be full. Abiding and dwelling in God, near the tabernacle, as Joshua, or as the 

sons of Korah, as a doorkeeper in the house of our Lord, or abiding in His God’s 

love is to abide between His shoulders, as Benjamin, or as Asher, held in His 

everlasting arms. I call us, church, to a new love of safely dwelling together in our 

Father’s house, in the house of the Lord. As I have pastored 47 years, I have 

watched God’s people closely. I’ve attempted to know well God’s flock among us. 
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This dwelling place of safety God means for us to share in His house of worship. It 

is vital. When this dwelling place is neglected, it becomes the first step for God’s 

people to enter a dark danger zone and become prey to the enemy. Hebrews 10: 25 

is powerful as the writer pleads with us as Jesus’ return is imminent. He writes, 

“Do not neglect to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encourage one 

another, and all the more, or so much the more often, as you see the Day drawing 

near.” Beloved, don’t miss this. God wants to make His church, His dwelling 

house, where we dwell safely together with Him in His everlasting arms. Secondly,  

 

GOD WANTS TO MAKE US, HIS CHURCH, HIS SAFE HOUSE IN LIFE’S 

STORMS, TO ENCOURAGE US TO KEEP GROWING AND TO COAX US 

TO GET BACK UP FROM OUR DEFEATS TO BEGIN AGAIN. (II.) The 

body of Christ is to be a safe place in the hostile environment we live in. Turn with 

me to Lev. 26: 2-8. Now let’s be honest about God’s church being His safe house. 

Is that image always true? No! Sometimes God’s people become critical and 

murmur like the children of Israel. Instead of being honey bees for Jesus, God’s 

people, that’s us, we can individually start looking at the giants in the land and quit 

believing God’s promises and quit looking to Jesus. We can grow dissatisfied and 

we can quit standing shoulder to shoulder. Yes, we can turn from the safety of our 

spiritual hive as honey bees and turn into stinging bees that seek control, seek a 

new queen bee, or fly away to a new hive. It’s true. God’s church, His gathered 

ecclesia, His local body of Christ meant to be a safe house, can lose His dream. I 

challenge us all when we gather together, to worship and praise the Lord. There is 

no safer place to be than worshipping and taking notes in the safe house of the 

Lord. David said in Psalm 119: 114, “You are my hiding place and my shield. I 

hope in Your Word. And in Psalm 119: 117, David continues, “Hold me up, that I 

may be safe and have regard for your statutes continually. When there are battles to 

fight, God forbid that we should choose to fight with each other in the safe house 

of the family of God. This past Monday, a dear fellow pastor who used to serve in 

our Intermountain West District called me. In his church of just under 1,000, he is 

the senior pastor. They have many on the pastoral staff. One of the associates 

wanted the senior pastor’s job and started a coup with four other staff members and 

the war was on. The dwelling house of safety, the safe house in the storm was 

invaded by a demonic hurricane. Four pastoral staff are now gone and the exodus 

has taken hundreds from the church. The senior pastor tried to stand for God but he 

is now exhausted. He called for a dear pastor friend to come help him for three 

months to catch his breath. The interim pastor asked him to step down as he was 

taking over. I heard his story and I cried. I have prayed to God for all of us, 

praying, “God, keep us as Your church, a dwelling house for You and us to dwell 

together in peace and safety. Lord, keep us as Your church, a safe house for us to 

love and care for each other in life’s storms, a place for us to continually encourage 
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each other to keep growing and a safe house to coax each other to get back up from 

our defeats to begin again.” Then I prayed one third and last request.  

 

GOD WANTS TO MAKE US, HIS CHURCH, HIS FAMILY HOUSE 

WHERE WE LEARN TO RESPECT AND OBEY HIS AUTHORITY, HIS 

COMMANDS, FINDING SAFETY IN OBEDIENCE TO HIS WORD, HIS 

WILL, HIS WAY, AND HIS QUIET, PERSISTENT PROMPTINGS. (III.) 

Turn back to our text in Leviticus 26: 2, 3, 9-12. This beautiful text speaks to me of 

the safety of being part of the family of God. God opened my eyes this week to the 

three R’s of His people, His church, being a family house—and the three R’s are 

random family services, (Deut. 6) repetitive family services, and readiness family 

services. He showed me from the Word three areas that bring safety in His family 

house. These three areas I am branding as TD’s—not touchdowns, but they will 

bring touchdowns for Jesus and will bring us to know the joy of being safe in 

God’s everlasting arms. These three TD’s are Talking Directly In Our Family, 

Teaching Doctrine In Our Family, and having Training Discipline In Our 

Family. It felt like an Emmaus experience for me as the Lord by His Spirit opened 

the scriptures to these three TD’s that are to happen randomly at times, repetitively 

by design, and with readiness all the time. Paul prayed in Ephesians 3: 14, 15 “For 

this reason, I bow my knees before the Father from whom every family in heaven 

and on earth is named.” We as a family house are families within the local church 

which is a family of families. We each come from families and our local churches 

are families of families—God’s design. Let me explain how it works with these 3 

TD’s and His 3 R’s: Here are the 3 TD’s: 

 

Talking Directly In Our Family House Is God’s design. God has in I Cor. 11: 3 

a design of Jesus being the head of the church, His family house, and being over 

each husband who is over his wife and together they are over their children. But in 

Ephesians 5: 21, the overarching design of God is mutual submission, and at times, 

roles are fluid and can change, but this never frustrates God’s headship design. 

Role reversals are part of His family design. We read, “Submit to one another out 

of reverence for Christ. Talking directly to each other and being willing to listen to 

a family member at home or at church is one mark of God’s family house. In 

Ephesians 5: 21, the word submit, hupotasso, means voluntarily yielding to one 

another in love. (Autumn Bliss) This wisdom from above, James 3: 17 is first pure, 

then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, (easy to be intreated) full of mercy, and 

good fruits, without partiality, and sincere, without hyprocisy. Lovingly warning a 

brother or a sister is vital at times, randomly, even repetitively, and we are to be 

ready. Paul tells us in Acts 20: 31, he did not “cease to warn and admonish with 

tears. Paul’s words to the church, the family of God in Corinth in I Cor. 4: 14 were 

words of warning “not to make them ashamed but to admonish them as beloved 
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children”. These were words addressed to adults. Talking directly includes 

speaking to brothers and sisters of all ages. In I Thess. 5: 14, Paul directs us to 

warn and admonish the unruly and lazy. Talking directly excludes accusations, 

mocking, being harsh, speaking with putdowns and being catty: it excludes 

alienating ourselves from God’s children, having malice, bitterness, unforgiveness, 

but Galatians 6: 1 tells us to talk directing in a spirit of gentleness, watching out for 

ourselves lest we also be tempted. (Small Group-5/5) 

 

Teaching Doctrine In Our Family House Is God’s Design. II Timothy 3: 14-17 

says, “But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, 

knowing from whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been 

acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation 

through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable 

for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the 

man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” Sunday School, 

Zero Hour, Men’s Bible Study, Ladies Bible Study, Elder’s Revival Prayer Fellow-

ship, Small Groups, individual mentoring, opening our homes to help brothers or 

sisters in God’s family—This is our second touchdown—TD for God! 

 

Training Discipline In Our Family House Is God’s Design. It is for this training 

discipline that all of us endure—Hebrews 12: 7. It does not for the moment seem to 

be joyful, but painful, but it yields peaceful fruit of righteousness to those trained 

by it. Discipline training is ageless. Training discipline is the simplest form of 

family intervention. After his great sin with Bathsheba and killing her husband 

Uriah, David calls for intervention in his own life as the king of Israel. He writes in 

Psalm 141: 5, “Let a righteous man strike me—it is a kindness/love: let him rebuke 

me-it is oil for my head; let my head not refuse it.” The word David uses is so 

much stronger even than discipline with the rod. David was an older king now, but 

he is imploring those who love him to stop him from ever repeating his terrible 

sins. The Hebrew word is halam. It means, “Stop me, hammer me, stamp me, 

conquer me, overcome me, smite me. Did you know this is New Testament 

teaching too—to intervene? Jude 22, 23 states, “And have mercy on those who 

doubt; save others by snatching them out of the fire; to others show mercy with 

fear, hating even the garment stained by the flesh.” This family house God wants 

us to have in our church, His family house is to randomly or spontaneously, 

repetitively, and readily includes “snatching each other out of the fire.” This 

mirrors the angels seizing Lot and his family, taking them out of Sodom to save 

them from the fire and brimstone. This word Jude uses, harpadzo, means to catch 

away, snatch away forcefully, to pluck or pull out. Paul uses this word to speak of 

the coming Rapture of the church from this wicked world. Jude uses this word to 

go beyond discipline training to intervention in the lives of those we love, those 
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who will allow us to intervene. The Hebrew word for snatch away, natsal is found 

in Proverbs 24:11 which calls us strongly saying, Rescue those who are being 

taken away to death, hold back those who are stumbling to the slaughter.” Our 

Pregnancy Resource Center is part of God’s intervention beyond discipline or 

training—but using counsel to lovingly call men and women back from the brink 

of aborting their precious babies in the womb. Beloved, we must not forget God’s 

TD’s, talking directly, teaching doctrine, and training discipline—even at times, 

saying, “No! I love you, and I won’t let you kill yourself! I can’t stand idly by if 

you intend to kill your baby. I won’t let you divorce without being before you, in 

your face, weeping and pleading with you not to do this awful thing. Beloved, the 

church is a family bought by the blood of Christ and this last TD of training 

discipline including intervention points us to be the white corpuscles in God’s 

family fighting, and doing battle for those we love for whom Christ died. We 

won’t always be the teachers or the leaders or the helpers or trainers or discipliners 

or disciplers. Sometimes we will be the ones like David that God uses others in His 

family to train us, discipline us, reprove, rebuke or snatch us from the fire. The 

roles reverse at times in the family. Lord, make us Your dwelling house, Your safe 

house and your family house for Your glory. Amen.     

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

 


