


 

The convert 

The dinner,  

the doctor,  

the sick,  

the party… 

 

Luke 5:27-35  
 



Stories of two 

 

• Two builders (Matthew 7:24-27) 

 

• Two debtors (Luke 7:41-43) 

 

• Two sons (Matthew 21:28-32) 

 



Recap three main points 

 

1. Reality vs. hypocrisy 

2. Reality as two spheres 

3. Unexpected, shocking and 
scandalous reversals 

 

 
 

 



1 Samuel 16:7 - “The Lord does not look at the 

things people look at. People look at the outward 

appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 

 

Luke 16:15 - “Then he said to them, ‘You are the 

ones who justify yourselves in the eyes of 

others, but God knows your hearts. What people 

value highly is detestable in God’s sight.’”  

 

Matthew 5:20 - “For I tell you that unless your 

righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees 

and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not 

enter the kingdom of heaven.”   



Matthew 5:21-22  

  
 “You have heard that it was said,  “You shall 

not murder, and anyone who murders will be 
subject to judgment.’ But I tell you that 
anyone who is angry with a brother or sister 
will be subject to judgment.” 

 
Matthew 5:27-28  

  
 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall 

not commit adultery.’ But I tell you that 
anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has 
already committed adultery with her in his 
heart.  



 

Matthew 6:1 

  

 “Be careful (in living out 5:16) not to 

practice your righteousness in front of 

others to be seen by them. If you do, you 

will have no reward from your Father in 

heaven.” 

 

 “When you give, pray and fast… do not 

be like the hypocrites….” 



 

The convert,  

the dinner,  

the doctor,  

the sick,  

the party… 
 Luke 5:27-35  

 



 

Luke 5:27-35  
 This is what repentance looks like: 

 27 After this he went out, and saw a tax collector, named Levi, sitting at the tax office; and he said to him, 

"Follow me." 28 And he left everything, and rose and followed him. 

 

 

Table time with sinners 

 29 And Levi made him a great feast in his house; and there was a large company of tax collectors and 

others sitting at table with them. 

 

 

Scrutinized and judged by the self-righteous 

 30 And the Pharisees and their scribes murmured against his disciples, saying, "Why do you eat and drink 

with tax collectors and sinners?” 

 

 

The doctor and the sick 

 31 And Jesus answered them, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick; 

32 I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.  

 

 

Too much fun? 

 33 They said to him, “John’s disciples often fast and pray, and so do the disciples of the Pharisees, but 

yours go on eating and drinking.” 34 Jesus answered, “Can you make the friends of the bridegroom fast 

while he is with them? 35 But the time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them; in those 

days they will fast.” 

 

 

 

  

   

 



• 27 After this he went out, and saw a tax collector, named 
Levi, sitting at the tax office; and he said to him, "Follow 
me." 28 And he left everything, and rose and followed him. 
29 And Levi made him a great feast in his house; and there 
was a large company of tax collectors and others sitting at 
table with them.  

• 30 And the Pharisees and their scribes murmured against 
his disciples, saying, "Why do you eat and drink with tax 
collectors and sinners?"  

• 31 And Jesus answered them, "Those who are well have no 
need of a physician, but those who are sick; 32 I have not 
come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.  

• 33 They said to him, “John’s disciples often fast and pray, 
and so do the disciples of the Pharisees, but yours go on 
eating and drinking.” 34 Jesus answered, “Can you make 
the friends of the bridegroom fast while he is with them? 
35 But the time will come when the bridegroom will be 
taken from them; in those days they will fast.” 

 



• Reality vs. hypocrisy – Keep it real! Jesus blew the smoke 
away to expose the sham of religious hypocrisy and insisted 
on a kind of brutal honesty that left hearts exposed and 
motives uncovered.  

• If you are a phony, a hypocrite, a man pleaser, a con-artist – 
Jesus is coming for you.  

• Keep it real. Keep it honest. Stop putting on a show when 
God knows your heart! 

•   
• Reality as two connected spheres – connects earth and 

heaven and earth, time and eternity, creation and God, finite 
and infinite, seen and unseen. He moves from what is seen, 
known and familiar to teach lessons about what is unseen 
and eternal. This is no pie in the sky by and by! This is true 
reality that connects the horizontal with the vertical.  

• Unexpected and scandalous reversals 
• The wrong people get it right.  

 

 

 

 

 


