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First Baptist Church Powell  5-15-16 PM 
Sermon: Jesus, Our Mercy Seat 
Non-Series Sermon 
Romans 3:24b-25 
 

“… Christ Jesus; whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith.” 
 
We can never exhaust the subject of the glorious cross of Christ. However deep you go, you get the 
feeling that you are still just wading in the shallow end. Tonight, I want to focus on a biblical word that is 
not often used in hymns or even in sermons. Yet, when understood, this word probably magnifies the Son 
of God and His cross more than any other word. That word is “propitiation.” This big word is used four 
times in the New Testament. In addition to Romans 3:25, we see this word in Hebrews 2:17, 1 John 2:2, 
and 1 John 4:10. Let’s examine this word, propitiation.  
    
To propitiate is “to appease or satisfy.” God is angry over the sin of mankind. His wrath burns against sin 
because He is infinitely pure and holy. Sin is so hideous to God that it has separated man from God. If 
there is ever going to be reconciliation between this perfectly holy God and sinful man, God must be 
satisfied or propitiated. What could propitiate the wrath of God that has been brought forth by man’s sin? 
It could be propitiated only by that wrath being poured out on an innocent substitute who had no sin of 
His own. The Puritan theologian John Owen said that there four things that are essential elements in any 
propitiation: 
 

1. There must be an offense to be taken away – The offense is our sin that has stirred up the wrath of 
God. 

2. There must be a person offended who needs to be pacified – Our sin did not just create some kind 
of heavenly disturbance; it was an infinite offence to our infinitely Holy God. 

3. There must be an offending person who is guilty of offense – Paul spent Romans 1:18-3:20 
proving that all mankind has offended God and stands guilty before Him without excuse.  

4. There must be a sacrifice or some means of making atonement (satisfaction) for the offense. 
 
Jesus’ death was that atonement, that propitiation to appease, to satisfy God’s wrath for our sin.  
 
We certainly see the concept of propitiation in the Old Testament, but it takes some digging to see how 
what is taught in the Old Testament related to the New Testament. About 270 BC, the Old Testament 
Hebrew Scriptures were translated into Greek. That translation was called the Septuagint. The Greek word 
the translators used to translate the lid on the Ark of the Covenant (mercy seat) is the same word used here 
for propitiation. We could translate Romans 3:25, “Whom God displayed publically as a mercy seat in 
His blood…”  
Let’s look a little closer at this mercy seat in the Old Testament. When God, in Exodus 37:1-9, gave 
instructions to Moses on the building of the Tabernacle in the wilderness, He instructed that a box of 
acacia wood be made that was about 3’9” long, 2’3” wide, and 2’3” high. It was overlaid with gold and 
inside it were the tablets of the law given to Moses on Mount Sinai. This piece of furniture, called the Ark 
of the Covenant, was placed in the innermost part of the Tabernacle called the Holy of Holies where the 
manifest presence of God dwelt.  
 
The illustration or object lesson is this: The moral law of God is the standard by which we are all judged. 
No one measures up to that law and so no one is qualified to come into the presence of God. God also 
gave instructions that a lid or covering of pure gold be made to put on the Ark over the tablets of the law. 
This covering was called, “the Mercy Seat.” Later (in Leviticus 16).  
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God gave Moses instructions about what came to be known as “The Day of Atonement” and today is 
called “Yom Kippur.” This was a time once a year when all the Israelites gathered at the Tabernacle and 
the High Priest, after offering a sacrifice for his sins and the sins of his family, took two goats. On one 
goat (called the scapegoat), the High Priest placed his hands on its head and confessed the sins of the 
nation. This was symbolic of placing the sins on an innocent one as the substitute. The other goat was 
then killed and the High Priest took the blood of that sacrifice and went through the holy place into the 
Holy of Holies and sprinkled the blood on that Mercy Seat to make atonement, to make satisfaction for 
the sins of the people. The scapegoat was led out into the wilderness never to return. This taking away the 
sins that were symbolically placed on the scapegoat is a perfect picture of forgiveness. In fact, the New 
Testament word for forgiveness literally means, “to take away.”  
 
Do you see the symbolism of the mercy seat? The mercy seat with the shed blood of a substitute stood 
between the sinful people who had broken God’s law and the deserved wrath of God because of that 
broken law. This was all an illustration, a picture of the cross of Christ. Jesus is our mercy seat, our 
propitiation! Instead of the blood of an innocent animal, He shed His own blood that the wrath of God, 
poured out on Him might be appeased. Because Jesus shed His blood for us, God has taken away our sin 
and as the Psalmist said in Psalms 103:12: (NASB) “As far as the east is from the west, so far has He 
removed our transgressions from us.”   
    
The Lord Jesus Christ is our propitiation, our mercy seat. His shed blood sprinkled on the mercy seat, 
poured out as a propitiation has indeed satisfied the justice of God and those who “run to the mercy seat” 
and trust in Christ alone and His shed blood (His poured out life) have their sins carried away – forgiven, 
removed as far as the east is from the west. 
  
The invitation for you tonight is to indeed come running to the Mercy Seat.  
 


