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Introduction 
 
The notion that civilized people would worship a God that somehow holds people 
accountable for their actions and exhibit a “wrath” against such deeds is for many 
an unthinkable idea.  To believe in any God at all is at best merely a recognition 
that there seems to be more to life than just existing from day to day.  It often 
stops with the perception of a sense of purpose and direction, of rightness and 
wrong, and of justice and evil.  To personalize it, either as directed at “me” or 
come from someone that is more than a cosmic force becomes “uncomfortable.” 
Because of this, even many who would claim to take the Bible seriously and 
espouse a conservative Christian faith have seen a “need” to re-think the notion 
of God’s punishment, justice and wrath.  There is a movement that is couched in 
language that seems concerned to make the Gospel “more accessible” that 
downplays and minimizes the concepts of sin, rebellion, punishment and wrath.  
It takes on many forms and has several versions. Last week Pastor Michael 
defended from the Scripture the “doctrine of endless punishment.”  This morning 
we will look at the nature of God’s wrath and examine the metaphors, the figures 
of speech and images used to convey this to our finite minds and imaginations.   
 
Putting sermons about hell into a series on the glory of God and the nature of 
heaven might seem a bit unusual.  But it should actually sound very natural if you 
have listened to Pastor Russ’ expositions in Habakkuk, sat in the ABE class 
taught by John Bailey and Jason Brodehl on the Minor Prophets, or have been 
reading through the Bible with the companion text by James Hamilton suggested 
by Pastor Dan.  All of these have focused our attention to the reality that God’s 
glory is displayed in all His works. It includes those deeds that demonstrate his 
love, mercy and grace as well as those that show his justice, righteousness and 
holiness.  Hamilton’s book title puts it this way, it is: God’s Glory in Salvation 
Through Judgment.  His premise is that throughout the Biblical storyline, God’s 
grace and mercy are extended in salvation pictures in many ways.  Yet, they are 
nearly always accompanied by a necessary display of judgment.  These pictures 
and stories are to anticipate the climax of the story that even our “eternal life” 
was obtained in the sacrifice of His son on the cross.  This is the goal and focus 
of the Bible, that God’s glory, his wonder and majesty, is displayed best in a 
“lamb that was slain.” This judgment, our sins upon the sinless Son, was 
accomplished for His people.  Those who are granted faith to trust and live in 
light of the Gospel have had the righteousness of God in Christ applied to them 
instead of the wrath and “judgment” that justice requires for their rebellion.  But 
those who do not believe are still under that justice and face a judgment and 
penalty commensurate with the extent of their sin.  Just what does that look like?  
This morning we will look at two distinct yet related passages that provide hints 
regarding this awful and yet awesome aspect of God’s purposes and plans. 



Exposition 
Matthew 8:5-13 
 
Imbedded in the presentation of the Messiah that we know as the Gospel 
According to Matthew is this short narrative. Matthew organizes his presentation 
of the words and deeds of Jesus of Nazareth by alternating sections of primarily 
narrative with sections of discourse.  The narratives found in chapters 8 and 9 
follow the extended discourse of chapters 5-7 we refer to as the “Sermon on the 
Mount.” The Sermon on the Mount ended with a statement that the crowds were 
amazed at his teaching because he “taught as one with authority.” The narratives 
that follow are three sets of three miracles demonstrating Jesus’ authority over 
various spheres of the cosmos and establish His program for the world.  He has 
included two statements about the nature of following him, or discipleship, 
including the call of Matthew whose name is related to the Greek word for 
disciple or learner found in 8:18-22 and 9:9-13.   
 
Our narrative this morning is the second miracle of the first set of three found in 
8:1-17.  Jesus has healed a leper, a ceremonial and cultural outcast, and will 
finish with the healing of Peter’s mother-in-law with the summary quote from 
Isaiah 53, linking Jesus work even in the healing as established by his authority 
as the Servant who is to Suffer.  Our narrative involves the healing of a gentile’s 
servant, a Roman centurion (not a well loved character for the culture of Jesus’ 
day or Matthew’s readers).  Matthew has portrayed Jesus’ work as for those of 
faith, first of all for those who are weak and outcast and for those who are “from 
afar.”  Those who believe in Jesus are those to whom Isaiah has promised the 
work of the Messiah in their hearts.  The blessings of the kingdom are for those 
of faith, not those “of place.” Let’s begin reading in verse 5 of chapter 8. 
 
5 When he had entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, appealing to him, 
6 “Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, suffering terribly.” 7 And he said to him, “I 
will come and heal him.” 8 But the centurion replied, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you 
come under my roof, but only say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I too am 
a man under authority, with soldiers under me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and 
to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 10 When 
Jesus heard this, he marveled and said to those who followed him, “Truly, I tell you, with 
no one in Israel have I found such faith. 11 I tell you, many will come from east and west 
and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 12 while 
the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness. In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 13 And to the centurion Jesus said, “Go; let it be done 
for you as you have believed.” And the servant was healed at that very moment.  
 
In verses 10 -12 we are confronted with what would have been shocking, even 
scandalous words.  Jesus establishes the solemnity of this statement with a two-
fold “amen” that in the ESV is translated with “Truly,I tell you” in verse 10.  He 
asserts that there is “no” faith in Israel, and that the Gentiles (who have faith) will 
sit in the kingdom.  This would have made the hairs on the necks of Jesus’ 
listeners stand up.  Many would likely have gasped even covered their ears.   



The prevailing thought was that their heritage assumed special privilege with 
God; insuring that their participation in the culture of Judaism amounted to belief.  
Even though some would have fallen with repentance and grief over sins and in 
trust, Jesus went on and gave even further emphasis to this assertion.  He says: 
“the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness. In that place 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Here Jesus describes a final and 
ultimate judgment.  It is not just dim, a dark place, it is “outer darkness.”  The 
Scriptural portrayal of God’s presence has been clear and consistent to this 
point.  Blessing, glory, presence with God all involve a sense of “light” and 
brightness.  Pictures of sun and sunlight, events where the audience must shield 
their eyes are all used to describe the ultimate blessing.  Therefore this “outer 
darkness” is indeed its opposite.  The goodness of light and now the evil of the 
dark are seen in direct contrast.   
 
But he doesn’t stop there.  Jesus goes on to describe the physical and mental 
anguish that is present there.  It is not a cessation of existence (as affirmed last 
week in Pastor Michael’s presentation) it is a place of weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.  Weeping brings to mind sadness, fear and loss.  Weeping is not just a 
sobbing type of crying, it is the uncontrolled and violent crying and tears.  But not 
only the devastating and overwhelming sense of loss there is the experience of 
pain.  Jesus describes the kind of pain that causes one to grit and gnash and 
grind their teeth and to hold their jaws tight.  Likely it would involve the clenching 
fists, the holding of the stomach, the difficulty to catch one’s breath. Why is there 
such sadness and pain?  I would suggest it is because it is dark.  It involves the 
realization that the darkness is permanent and enduring.  It is the understanding 
of the failure and the rebellion that brought one here.  It is dark…outer darkness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Revelation 20:7-15 
 
But we want to examine another text this morning as well. At the end of the 
canon, the Bible concludes with a rather enigmatic text, the Revelation of John.  
This book intends to be the “end of the story”.  Although its introduction involves 
real-life, real-time lessons for the “seven churches,” these have “eschatological 
implications”. The entire book moves us forward with an encouragement to 
maintain an “aim high” perspective.  As God is demonstrating His victory at the 
end of the age, he does so including the perspective of judgment we discussed 
earlier.  The glory that God displays He does so principally in the work of the Son 
by achieving the salvation of His people in the judgment on sin, either upon the 
person of the Lamb or upon the rebellious world.  This is described in vivid 
display in the twentieth chapter.  We will begin reading in verse 7. 
  
7 And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and 
will come out to deceive the nations that are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and 
Magog, to gather them for battle; their number is like the sand of the sea. 9 And they 
marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and 
the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and consumed them, 10 and the devil 
who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and 
the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.  
11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence 
earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great 
and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was 
opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the 
books, according to what they had done. 13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, 
Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one 
of them, according to what they had done. 14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into 
the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone’s name was 
not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.  
 
Note first from verse 7 to the first half of verse 9 that rebellion continues right to 
the very end.  In spite of God’s verbal and experiential warnings, Satan and “the 
nations” continue in assault upon God’s majesty, reign and kingdom.  The 
“saints”, those who have been rescued and given position in this kingdom 
continue to be assaulted.  Even in this last scene, “the saints” seem to be 
surrounded and without hope.  Their might seems to be sparse, weak and even 
absent.   
 
But…three small letters that often introduce greatness, here introduce God 
delivering His people in a final, complete and glorious judgment. Described in 
verses 9 and 10 this judgment involves the image of fire, coming from heaven 
itself (not a foreign idea to our Biblically alert thinking).  This judgment continues 
with fire as the finality of this event is described as a lake and will last forever.  In 
verses 11-13 the scene goes on to broaden to include not just those involved in 
this “last great rebellion” but all the dead are summoned to the great king’s 
glorious throne.  This throne scene is very succinctly described as “great” and 
“white” and involves a presence before whom no one can stand.   



Finally in verses 14 and 15 we conclude the power and finality of judgment.  The 
“second death”, the “surely die” of Genesis chapter 2 is brought down upon all 
who have continued in rebellion, away from the “Lamb that was slain.”  This 
finality, carrying on the ideas of “torment, day and night, forever and ever” is 
pictured as a lake, an expanse, of fire.  For anyone who has ever experienced 
even a small kitchen burn, the pain of fire is real.  For someone who has endured 
a major burning incident this picture can bring on a response of actual violent 
illness. The intensity and persistence of burning very closely creates a “weeping 
and gnashing of teeth” experience.  Close your eyes, grit your teeth, feel pain, 
loss, left in the dark, abandoned, defeated. The offense of rebellion to the king in 
human terms was often punished in history in a “burning at the stake”.  The 
enormity of the assault that our sin has upon the perfect holiness and justice of 
the creator and sustainer of the world will bring these tragic results to his traitors.  
 
One of the interesting problems in discussion what is referred to as “the eternal 
state” is that some Scriptures are speaking more directly to the temporary place 
of the dead and other Scriptures are referring to the eternal state after the 
resurrection.  Other than an embodied existence, they seem to me analogous.  
We have been focusing our attention to the final, eternal dimension in the “Glory” 
series and it may very well be that there is a more vivid distinction between “the 
new earth” and “heaven”. 
 
The glory of Heaven is incomplete without the companion truth of the glory of 
Hell.  This extended quote from John Piper brings a fitting end to our thinking this 
morning.  He says:  
“I must feel the truth of hell—that it exists and is terrible and horrible beyond imaginings 
forever and ever.  Even if I try to make the “lake of fire”…a symbol, I am confronted with 
the terrifying thought that symbols are not overstatements but understatements of reality.  
Jesus did no choose these pictures to tell us that hell is easier than burning. 
 
I must feel the truth that once I was as close to hell as I am to the chair I am sitting on—
even closer.  Its views were my views.  I was a son of hell, a child of the devil, and of 
wrath.  I belonged to a viper’s brood, without hope and without God.  I must believe that 
just as a rock climber, having slipped, hangs over the deadly cliff by his fingertips, so I 
once hung over hell and was a heartbeat away from eternal torment.  I say it slowly, 
eternal torment. 
 
I must feel the truth that God’s wrath was on my head, his face was against me, He 
hated me in my sins, His curse and fury were my portion.  Hell was not forced on God by 
Satan.  It was His design and appointment for people like me.   
 
I must feel in my heart that all the righteousness in the universe was on the side of God 
and against me.  I was corrupt and guilty through and through, and God was perfectly 
righteous in His sentence.” 
 
 
 
 



Reflect and Respond 
 
Most commonly, sermons regarding the eternal state of “the wicked” are closed 
with emotional appeals to “avoid” this fate by a prayer of belief.  Principally I want 
all of us to come to grips with the plan and purposeful inclusion of judgment in 
God’s display of His character, power and glory in the movement of the world 
from creation to consummation.  All of us preaching in this series had tried to 
present a view of the end that brings you to your knees in awe and wonder.  We 
intensely believe that possessing this “eschatological perspective” is what the 
gospel is all about.  It is about orienting our entire being, our thinking, our feeling 
and our actions to walk forward, with our heads lifted up, our gaze upon the focal 
point of history and God’s glory itself, Jesus.  The gospel brings hope and peace, 
creates faith and love and engenders wonder, work and worship in the hearts it 
possesses. But the gospel glory was accomplished in the face of the justice and 
righteousness of God the Father in the “sacrifice” of his Son.  The Son, on the 
cross, experienced a human pain, suffering and trial of enormous proportions. 
Yet the Son experienced the anguish, the weeping, the darkness, the pain of the 
abandonment of the Father to accomplish our gift.  We are included in this work 
of the Son for those given to him by the Father.  The gospel isn’t about missing 
hell in the end, about getting your family back together, about getting your life in 
shape.  Oh, it may find these temporal and temporary blessings, but the gospel is 
about the alignment of our lives with our Deliverer and King, looking forward to 
His glory and enthroned presence.  Whether for the first time or over and over 
again, embrace the cross of glory, it’s our only hope! 


