
THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS 

Hebrews 11:32-40 

 

ESV 

32 And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David 

and Samuel and the prophets— 

33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 

34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became 

mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 

35 Women received back their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so 

that they might rise again to a better life. 

36 Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 

37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword. They went about in skins of 

sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated— 

38 of whom the world was not worthy—wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of 

the earth. 

39 And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was promised, 

40 since God had provided something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect. 

 

Vs 32-Gideon-Judg. 6:1-8:35; Barak-Judg. 4:1-5:31; Samson-Judg. 13:1-16:31; Jephthah-Judg. 11:1-12:7; 

Samuel and David-1-2 Samuel; The Prophets-OT Prophets 

 

Vs 33-subdued kingdoms— Gideon subdued _________________ (Jud 7:1-25), as David subdued the 

Philistines (2Sa 8:1, etc.).  

wrought righteousness-___________________ justice, as Samuel did (1Sa 12:3-23; 15:33); and David (2Sa 

8:15).  

obtained promises—as "the prophets" (Heb 11:32) did; for through them the promises were given (compare 

Dan 9:20-23) 

stopped the mouths of lions—Note the words, "because he believed in his God." (Dan 6:18-23) Also 

________________ (Jud 14:5-6), _______________ (1Sa 17:34-37), 

 

Vs 34-Quenched the violence of fire—(Dan 3:27). Not merely "quenched the fire," but "quenched the 

_________________ (so the Greek) of the fire." Dan 3:19-30 and Dan 6:12-23 record the ____________ 

miracles of the Old Testament. 

escaped...sword—Jephthah escaped _______________ sword(Jud 12:1-3); and so David escaped 

______________ sword (1Sa 18:11 19:10,12); Elijah escaped several swords(1Ki 19:1, etc. 2Ki 6:14). 

out of weakness...made strong—Samson (Jud 16:28 15:19). _________________ (Isa 37:1-38:22). 

valiant in fight—Barak (Jud 4:14,15). 

armies—literally, "camps" referring to Gideon in Judg 7:21. 

 

Vs 35-Women received their dead raised—as the widow of _____________________ (1Ki 17:17-24). The 

Shunammite (2Ki 4:17-35). 

and—Greek, "_______________"; in contrast to those raised again to life.  

tortured—"broken on the wheel." The sufferer was stretched on an instrument like a _________________ 

and scourged to death. 

not accepting deliverance—when __________________ to them. 

a better resurrection—than that of the women’s children "raised to life again"; or, than the resurrection 

which their foes could give them by delivering them from death (Dan 12:2 Lu 20:35 Phil 3:11). 

 



Vs 36-Bonds-put in _________________ 

 

Vs 37-They were sawn asunder-It is commonly supposed that ________________ was put to death in this 

manner. 

Were tempted-The apostle here, among other sufferings which they were called to endure, may have 

referred to the temptations which were presented to the __________________, when about to die, to 

abandon their religion and live. 

Were slain with the sword-As in the case of the ________________ priests slain by Doeg, (1Sa 22:18;) 

and the prophets, of whose slaughter by the sword Elijah complains, 1Ki 19:10. 

They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins-_______________ away from their homes, and 

__________________ to clothe themselves in this rude and uncomfortable manner. 

Being destitute, afflicted, tormented-destitute, __________________ and ill-treated 

 

Vs 38-Of whom the world was not worthy-The world was so _______________ that it had no claim that 

such holy men should live in it.  The world, in shutting them out, shut out from itself a source of 

_________________.  In condemning them, the world condemned itself. 

 

Vs 39-And these all, having obtained a good report through faith-They were all commended and approved 

on account of their __________________ in God. 

Received not the promise-could refer to seeing the promised Messiah, or the promised rest to come 

 

Vs 40-That they without us should not be made perfect-That is, _________________.  The whole 

system of revelation was not complete at once, or in one generation.  It required successive ages to make the 

system complete, so that it might be said that it was finished, or perfect. Our existence, therefore, and the 

developments in our times, were as __________________ to the perfection of the system as the promise 

made to the patriarchs. And as the system would not have been complete if the blessings had been simply 

conferred on us without the previous arrangements, and the long scheme of introductory measures, so it 

would not have been complete if the promises had been merely given to them without the ______________ 

fulfillment in our times. 

 

 

 

 

 


