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              David's Restoration: The Grace 

 

Call to Worship: Psalm 32              Hymn #178-  O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 

1st Scripture: 2 Samuel 12                     Hymn #188-  There is a Fountain 

2nd Scripture: 2 Samuel 12:13            Hymn # 705-  Marvelous Grace of Our Loving Lord 

 

 

Introduction: 

 There are certain words, in any given language, which carry quite a depth of weight, as 

they seek to represent the reality, that they are called to express.  In fact, such words, are so large 

in their capacity, that they can carry various levels of meaning, for various people, according to 

various levels of experience, which any given person may encounter, as they hopefully grow and 

mature in life.   

 Generally, words like, "chair, run, sneeze, envelope, key, shirt...etc," represent realities 

that are pretty stagnate and consistent across the board.  They are "hired terms," which have a 

pretty easy job, conveying various, general, visible realities.  I say the word, "chair," and 

immediately, we can all picture the idea of a chair, with little to say about it.  However, take the 

small, four letter word, "love," and the depth of complexity, tied to that little word, grows 

exponentially.  There is a huge spectrum, which contains the word "love," isn't there?  What it 

means to a child, who has a father, who has only provided for him materially and financially, can 

be quite different, from what it means to a child, who has had a father, who has sacrificed much 

time to be with him.  What it means to a newly engaged couple, can be quite different, from what 

it means to a couple, who has remained faithful to each other for 50 years of marriage, without 

regret.  Love can (and will) be a growing and evolving term for many people, and some will 

never experience the deepest depths of its blessing, found only in those, who are the objects of 

the special, particular, divine love, that God has for His children. 

 Indeed, love is like a deep cave; a large mine, which contains all manner of jewels and 

gold and precious stones, at various depths of the mine.  And while most people, in the world, 

enter the mine, everyone dies at all kinds of different places within the mine, some far deeper 

than others, being able to access the most rare and precious jewels at its core.  

 Other rich and deep words, would include such terms as, "hope, patience, gentleness, 

tenderness, compassion, faith, sacrifice, good, evil," and of course, the term, which will be our 

topic of consideration for this morning, namely, "grace!"  These are all "deep mine" words, the 



 

 2 of 7 

riches of which, are often plundered, by way of maturity and experience.  Having pondered a bit 

of the magnitude of David's great sin; having seen the tragic outcome and the severe and yet, 

necessary consequences, this morning, we will trudge down even deeper, to behold the grace of 

God, which, like a family of white blood cells, surrounds the great infection, swallows it up, and 

carries it away from the sick man. 

 

I. The Grace 

 "So David said to Nathan, 'I have sinned against the Lord'" (vs. 13a).  David properly 

responds to Nathan's confrontation.  He doesn't make excuses.  He doesn't build up a wall of 

defense.  He doesn't challenge the consequences, seeing them as too harsh.  No, David makes no 

excuse/defense.  He properly acknowledges himself, to be "the man," in Nathan's parable.  There 

is no shimmying to the left or the right.  David allows the target of conviction to rest right upon 

his own head.  Next time, Lord willing, we will dig deeper into David's confession, as we ponder 

his repentance, especially seen in Psalm 51.  For now, just take note of David's humble 

confession, and see how he acknowledges his guilt, at the highest level.  "I have sinned against 

The Lord."  "You are right Nathan, I have despised the Lord and His commandment, by my 

sinful actions.  The guilt for all that I have done, properly rests upon me.  Where do I go from 

here?" 

 "And Nathan said to David, 'The Lord also has put away your sin; you shall not die" (vs. 

13b).  "While there will, and must, be temporal consequences, God has forgiven you!" 

 Now brethren, the Lord's response here (through Nathan), is quite amazing and profound!  

Beyond the shadow of any doubt, according to the Mosaic Law, and on multiple accounts (for 

the murder and adultery), David's sin, incurred the death penalty.  Leviticus 20:10, "The man 

who commits adultery with another man's wife, he who commits adultery with his neighbor's 

wife, the adulterer and the adulteress, shall surely be put to death."  Leviticus 24:17, "Whoever 

kills any man shall surely be put to death."  The king was no exception to either of these laws, 

and the fact that God states to David, "you shall not die," presumes this.  And, it is very likely, 

that David would have anticipated this, both, on the basis of the Law, and by the fact that he, as 

king, had pronounced such judgment on the pitiless "rich man" in Nathan's parable, before 

realizing that he himself was "the man." 



 

 3 of 7 

 But, here is where the wonder of God's response, finds its greatest depth.  The statement, 

"You shall not die," begs an explanation, doesn't it, brethren?  "How can this be," anyone would 

ask?  Last week, we just spoke about the holiness of God, didn't we?  And the Israelites, and 

David, and Nathan, all would have known very well, that to despise God, in such a way, as 

David had done, is a sure and righteous path to death.  But, to hear, "you shall not die," from the 

lips of God's mouthpiece, His prophet, just throws the soul into a cross wind of confusion, 

doesn't it?  Is there something else, that we don't know about this God?  Is He schizophrenic?  

Well brethren, the statement, "You shall not die," falls back on the words, which immediately 

precede it, don't they?  And therefore, it is within those words, that we will find the answer to the 

mystery here.  And when we do, we will have dug deeper, with David, into the mines, of the 

reality represented by the word "grace."   

 Notice, we are told, "The Lord also has put away your sin..."  David will not die, because 

God Himself, has chosen to do something, when David could do nothing.  David was pinned 

against the wall, by his guilt.  He could not move to the right or to the left.  He could not undo, 

what he had done.  He was tried, convicted and condemned by God's law.  Representing himself 

in the courtroom, "guilty," is the only possible outcome of his trial.  But, God has put away 

David's sin!  What are we to make of this?  Certainly not, that God has simply overlooked 

David's sin or covered it up in some unjust fashion.  That is absolutely impossible!  God could 

never, ever, overlook the sins of anyone, and yet remain God!  His holy and just and righteous 

nature, could never allow it.  In other word, brethren, it is absolutely impossible for God to ever, 

merely overlook a man's sin, in any permanent sense, whatsoever.  That is one of the very few 

things that God cannot do.  God cannot sin, Himself, and He cannot allow sin to go unpunished! 

 What then do we make of this, "putting away your sin," idea?  Since, it cannot mean that 

God overlooks it, in the sense of bypassing His Law and His justice, what can this mean?  Well 

brethren, it means that God had graciously, within the confines of His own perfect, righteous and 

unbudging Law, dealt with David's sin.  God "took it away from David."  He removed it from 

David's account.  He did not impute it to David.  He legitimately separated it from David, such 

that the ultimate consequences of death, both physical (in the immediate sense), and spiritual (in 

the eternal sense) would never be experienced by David!  Unlike Saul, David would be the 

object of God's free and undeserved grace and mercy!!! 
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II. Where the Greatest Depth of Grace is Found             

 Now, how does such grace even exist?  Is that just another, fuzzy and confusing way, of 

excusing God from holding some to the perfect measure of His Law?  And this is big, isn't it, 

brethren?  Adultery, murder, blaspheming the Name of God and causing others to do 

likewise....?!  Is "grace," just a nice and more pleasant way, of saying that God can, and will, at 

times, bend His justice for some, irrespective of His Law, because, after all, He is God, and who 

can question Him?  Of course not!  I have already emphatically stated that for God to do that, 

would be for God, to stop being God!  That is impossible!  Well, where then does grace that even 

puts away such things, as adultery and murder, come from?  What is the substance of such 

grace?  Where does it find its legitimacy? 

 Well brethren, it finds its root, and its very real substance, in the richest and yet, most 

poorly travelled mine, ever to exist!  It finds its legitimacy in the Lord Jesus Christ!  Friends, 

what God does here with David, only makes sense; it only serves to retain the purity of God's 

holiness and Being, under the assumption of what Christ would accomplish in years to come 

(from David's vantage point)!  This text; this recording of living history, absolutely, with the 

most emphatic of an assertion, speaks to the very depth of what every Old Covenant sacrifice 

combined, and the temple itself foreshadowed; indeed, even within the Old Covenant, there was 

no sacrifice offered for adultery and cold-blooded murder, but this points even deeper, to the 

glorious sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ!  For, it is there alone, that God can legitimately and 

lawfully take, the most corrupt and hell-deserving sins imaginable, and deposit them, such that 

they will be put away forever!  The glory of Christ, brethren, is right here, for us to behold, not 

as a means of merely stating, "Well, isn't David fortunate."  But rather, as a pool of grace, so 

large and so welcoming, that we can see ourselves dipped deeply into it, only to rise up again, 

with not a single scratch of corruption, to condemn us!  It is the same place, which Joshua, the 

utterly defiled high priest, covered in garments caked in feces and filth, could come, so that he 

could be given a new robe, consecrated and made worthy to serve in the temple, on behalf of 

God's people, when they had returned from their captivity...leaving the accusing satan silenced 

by these words of God, "The Lord rebuke you, Satan!  The Lord who has chosen Jerusalem 

rebuke you!  Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?" (Zechariah 3:2).   

 All of these things, brethren; every ounce of "sinners not getting what they deserve," and 

rather being bathed in the riches of God's love and blessing, which they could never deserve, 
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come by, in and through Jesus Christ, do they not?  The Old Covenant people looked forward to 

the time, of the coming of this Promised One, and God measured Christ's infinite merit to their 

account!  And we; we look back to the Promised One who came, and God measures Christ's 

infinite merit to our account!  He doesn't merely clean the garment of Joshua, does He?  He takes 

it off, and He gives Him a new one!  And in like fashion, the filthy robe of our marred works and 

our gross sins, has been given to Christ to bear, and the righteous garment of Christ's merit is 

placed upon us!  And we hear with David, "The Lord also has put away your sin; you shall not 

die!"          

 Such small words, "grace" and "mercy," but the realities, which they represent, are found 

in endless mines, the great depths of which, only the children of God could ever know!  Is that 

not the very assumption of David's words, found in the opening of Psalm 32?  Such powerful 

words, but only for the people of God, who know them intimately by experience!  To so, so 

many, they are mere blotches of ink on a page; a mere grouping of sounds, small sounds, but to 

the child of God, they are thunderous bells, victory trumpets, blasting at the end of a difficult and 

dangerous war!  [Read Psalm 32] 

 "Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.  Blessed is the man 

to whom the Lord does not impute iniquity..."  Not blessed are the righteous...there are none!  

But blessed are those whose sins; the whole mount of them; the adulteries, the murders, the lies, 

the thieving, the pride, the hatred, the covetous, the insubordinate, the God hating, the 

blaspheming, the idolatrous, the jealous, the envious, the perverted, the twisted, the lustful...and 

on and on and on...blessed are the ones, who have been forgiven; legitimately forgiven by means 

of a crucified and risen Christ!   

 

III. Closing Thoughts and Applications 

 Brethren, let us now close, with a few final thoughts and applications, in light of all that 

we have gone over, this morning: 

 1) Friends, has God "put away your sins," in Christ?  If so, if you have been ushered into 

the fountain of God's incomprehensible grace in Christ, then continue to dig deeper into the mine 

of the "grace" reality!  Don't stop, thinking that grace is a concept for "new born" babes, leaving 

you striving after a pursuit of bigger and deeper things.  Peter tells us to, "Grow in the grace and 

knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ."  Ponder the free grace of God toward you in Christ; delve 
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deeper into its richness; forage it out of the Scriptures; pray for a further understanding of the 

love and grace of God, in Christ Jesus, for you!   

 Beyond the shadow of any doubt, David had regretted all that he had done here.  But 

brethren, having done what he did, and yet, receiving full pardon from His God, who loved Him, 

do you think that David probably found himself deeper in the mine of God's grace, after this had 

all happened?  Those who are forgiven much, love much, and even the "man after God's own 

heart," certainly grew in His love for Christ, and in his appreciation for the grace of God, shown 

him in Christ.  The Psalms testify to this, do they not?     

 Saul's offenses were met with severe and eternal consequences, the likes of which, David, 

and you and I deserve!  But God has "put away" our sins, brethren, hasn't He?  Only God can do 

that!  We are all; the whole lot of mankind, helplessly pinned down and cornered by our sins; 

God's Law thoroughly condemns us, but Christ takes on flesh and crucifies the sins of some, in 

His own body!  Brethren, you are one of the "some!"  Does that not move you, to want to throw 

your life onto the altar of Christian service?  Does not the love of Christ, compel you to invest 

your energies into His church and His cause? 

 2) Let this move you to utterly abhor the blasphemous notion of the Roman Catholic 

doctrine of merit, to be found in Mary or the saints, or anyone but Christ!  There is indeed a large 

vat, an infinitely large vat of merited grace, which exists, brethren!  But, not a single drop of it; 

not a dried up stain of it, is to be found in any one else, but the Lord Jesus Christ!  Jesus owns 

the whole bank account, and He grants access to it, to whomever He pleases!  No saint of old, or 

all saints combined for that matter, have anything to offer anyone; and certainly no cardinal or 

priest or the whole line of popes combined, could ever access, let alone dispense, even the 

minutest fraction of grace, which could direct a single living soul to God!  To assume that saving 

grace can be accessed anywhere outside of the Righteous One, who was perfectly righteous, and 

who alone, died on behalf of sinners, is blasphemy of the worst kind and order!  The grace of 

God, in all of its saving and sanctifying merit, comes solely in, by and through Christ alone!  He 

is the source and the mediator of all grace!   

 3) Lastly, friends, God's grace comes not to the self-righteous, nor to the witty and 

intelligently defensive, nor to the religious and morally nice people.  God's grace comes to 

humble, repentant sinners, who desperately cast themselves upon God's kindness, pleading for 

Him to do, what we could never do for ourselves.  David did not defend himself or make 
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excuses.  David did not look to his past righteous acts, with the hope that somehow, they might 

merit God's favor in the present.  No, David confessed that he had sinned, and that, against the 

Lord.  Like the tax collector, in the Lord Jesus's parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector, 

David would have stood far back in the temple, beating his breast, with his eyes cast down in 

shame, pleading, "God be merciful to me, the sinner!"   

 Have you offended God, in your life?  We all have, haven't we?  And you have offended 

him every day, and in far worse ways than you could ever imagine.  Friends, if you are outside of 

the Lord Jesus Christ this morning, come to God, a desperate beggar, casting your life, wholly in 

His hands, pleading the shed blood of Christ, as your covering and cleansing!  Humble yourself 

now before God, before you are humbled by Him, forever, at the Last Judgment!  And you will 

find grace and compassion and forgiveness and hope and reconciliation and eternal life, in His 

Son, the Lord Jesus Christ! 

 

Amen!!! 

 

Benediction:  Jude 1:24-25 


