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GODLY MOTHERS IN ZION 

INTRO: This letter by Paul to Timothy was written between Paul’s first release from prison and his death. There were two imprisonments.                

Paul is again imprisoned and expected to die shortly. Paul wanted Timothy to come to Rome, almost all others having forsaken him. He              
writes out of concern for Timothy and a desire to encourage him. There were false teachers in the church & presence of persecution.  The            
Apostle remembers and greatly desires to see Timothy, his “dearly beloved son” in the faith, which faith he gives thanks for.         

I.  GODLY MOTHERS: LOIS AND EUNICE. 
A.  These women possessed faith. 

1. Faith is not a bare, fleeting, momentary feeling, but an abiding, indwelling principle.   
       2. The Catechism describes faith as a sure trust of all that God has revealed in his Word and an assured confidence. 
       3. The faith of Lois and Eunice would have been the OT Jewish belief in the Messiah to come. 

4. But the Lord sent Paul on his first missionary journey to Lystra and Iconium. 
5. Lois, Eunice, and (later) Timothy are introduced to Jesus Christ who has come and salvation through his name. 

B.  Their faith is an unfeigned faith. 
1. The word ‘unfeigned’ stands in contrast to a hypocrite faith.  
2. It is a faith that is real and true and proceeds from the most inward and living conviction in the heart. 
3. It stands opposed to all sham and all outward appearance. 
4. Their unfeigned faith is not only the act of their believing, but the wonderful content of their faith. 
5. Lois and Eunice who with their son/grandson are disciples of Jesus; they believed the gospel (Acts 16:1). 

C.  What a glorious calling these ladies carried out! 
1. Paul is convinced that the unfeigned faith which dwelt first in Lois and Eunice dwells also in Timothy. 
2. God has used these godly women as instruments in his hands to shape and inform Timothy for his life’s labor. 
3. And where is Timothy’s father? A Greek, and a heathen, who does not share faith in God. 
4. What a warning against missed marriages! 
5. If God has made you a wife and mother, there is no greater calling than to bring your little ones to Jesus! 

II.  GODLY SON TIMOTHY 
A.  His person and character. 

1. The name Timothy or ‘Timotheus’ means ‘honoring or worshipping God’. Originally this was a heathen name. 
2. But devout Jews and Christians adopted this name with reference to their God and Savior. 
3. Timothy was amiable: he cares for God’s people (Phil. 2:19-22). He is the Apostle’s beloved child (II Tim1:2).  
4. Timothy is unswerving in his faithfulness and unwavering in his readiness to sacrifice for the sake of the gospel 
5. Timothy becomes one of Paul’s most faithful helper and preacher. 

B.  Timothy’s faith 
1. It is a God produced faith. Only God can work faith in one’s heart. It is the work of the Holy Spirit. 
2. But God uses means: a believing home and parents. 
3. It is a taught faith. We do not just inherit it from our parents. Taught, applied by the Spirit, and apprehended. 
4. It is a living and active faith, truths that transform Timothy’s life, but also those to whom he brings the gospel. 
5. Whereas many forsook Paul in his suffering (Demas: loving this present world), Timothy’s faith and love abide. 

C.  God works in the lines of continued generations. 
1. Home education is a school for piety: the faith that was first in Lois and Eunice is passed on to Timothy. 
2. From a child Timothy knew the holy Scriptures, able to make him wise unto salvation (II Tim.3:15). 
3. Timothy is urged by his spiritual father to continue in the things which he has learned and assured of (vs.14). 
4. In this godly home we see Christian faith in its morning with Timothy, at noon with Eunice, and evening in Lois. 
5. At close of life, it is not important how much money is in bank, what positions you held in your life: 
6. What is important and noteworthy if our “children walk in truth (III John 4).” 

III.  A CAUSE FOR THANKS AND PRAYERS. 
A.  A cause for thanksgiving. 

1. Notice that thanks is given to God.  
2. God blessed Lois and Eunice with diligence in bringing up Timothy in his youth 
3. God used the preaching of the gospel in Lystra and Iconium that households were brought to faith in Jesus Christ. 
4. It is God who causes the faith in us to be an unfeigned faith, living and active faith that blossoms. 
5. It is God who called this young man to become a faithful preacher and faithful helper to Paul. 
6. Oh mothers, give thanks to God for your children who for a little while you are able to teach and train. 
7. Give thanks to God for grace given to you that you desire, have the strength and knowledge to train your children 

B.  A cause for prayer. 
1. As Paul prays for Timothy (in my prayers night and day), so parents, pray for your children. 
2. Pray that your children “continue in the things which they have learned” knowing the scriptures (II Tim. 3:14,15). 
3. Pray as Paul did that Timothy stir up the gift of God that he was given in calling. 
4. We pray that in whatever calling the Lord gives our children, that they walk in faith, power, and love. 
5. Pray that God will bless and preserve your children in a wicked world. 
5. Husbands, pray for your wife, that God will continue to be a godly influence over your children.  

 C.  We give thanks and offer prayer for the great blessing to the church of godly homes and Christian schools.  


