
I. Session 89: Problem of Evil and Attributes of God  

a. Purpose: Tonight we want to lay the foundation for our series discussing the problem by 

first reviewing the attributes of God that we cannot minimize or deny as we work through 

the problem of evil so that we would continue to believe in the true God of the Bible.  

b. The Problem of God often attack the compatibility of the attributes of God 

i. Example #1: “A god who was all-powerful but left much misery in the world 

would not be all-benevolent. An all-benevolent god in a world containing much 

misery would not be an all-powerful god. A world containing a god who was 

both all-powerful and all-benevolent would contain no misery.”1 

ii. Example #2: From the 2016 movie, Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice, the 

villainous character Lex Luthor raises this argument: “I've figured it out way 

back: if God is all powerful, he cannot be all good. And if he's all good, then he 

cannot be all powerful.”2 

c. Attributes of God that are often questioned during discussion about the Problem of Evil 

which the Bible does not permit Christians to deny 

i. There is Only One God  

1. Some people wrestling with the problem of evil try to free God from the 

problem of evil by postulating there is more than one equally powerful 

force at work in the universe.  

2. For example: Zoroastrians who believe in Dualism, Followers of Eastern 

Philosophy of Ying and Yang, Pagans who believe in Greek mythology, 

etc. 

3. But there is only One God. 

a. We have already dealt with the sovereignty of God in Session 7 

in our series. 

b. “See now that I, I am He, And there is no god besides Me; It is I 

who put to death and give life. I have wounded and it is I who 

heal, And there is no one who can deliver from My hand” 

(Deuteronomy 32:39) 

i. Here in context is Moses’ song to the people (v.44) 

ii. But note the “no god… no one” language in this verse 

that shows the possibilities of other gods being closed. 

ii. God’s sovereignty  

1. Some people wrestling with the problem of evil come to the conclusion 

that they have to deny or downplay this attribute. 

2. For example: Freewill Theists whose overemphasis of freewill ends up 

downplaying God’s sovereignty. 

3. But God is sovereign. 

a. We have already dealt with the sovereignty of God in Session 

26-37 in our series. 

b.  “The king’s heart is like channels of water in the hand of the 

Lord; He turns it wherever He wishes.” (Proverbs 21:1) 

i. Here is another Hebrew poetry of two lines. 

ii. This time the second line expands on the point of the 

first line. 

iii. Among men, the most powerful is probably kings. 

iv. Yet God says a “king’s heart is like channels of water in 

the hand of the Lord” 

                                                        
1 Richard Robinson, An Atheist Value (Oxford: Clarendon Press), 123. 
2 Source for movie quote: https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Batman_v_Superman:_Dawn_of_Justice. 

https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Batman_v_Superman:_Dawn_of_Justice


v. Elaborating the point the author of Proverbs adds “He 

turns it wherever He wishes.” 

c. “The mind of man plans his way, But the Lord directs his steps.” 

(Proverbs 16:9) 

i. Here is another Hebrew poetry of two lines. 

ii. It is a contrastive parallelism. 

iii. First line makes an observation that: “The mind of man 

plans his way” 

iv. Yet God is the One in control since “the Lord directs his 

steps.” 

iii. God’s Omnipotence 

1. Some people wrestling with the problem of evil try to free God from the 

problem of evil by postulating God is not all powerful. 

2. For example: Jewish Rabbi Harold Kushner who authored the book 

When Bad Things Happen to Good People, Open Theists, etc. 

3. But God is omnipotent. 

a. We have already dealt with the omnipotence of God in Session 

81-83 in our series. 

b. “For nothing will be impossible with God.” (Luke 1:37) 

i. These are the words spoken to Mary by the angel 

Gabriel (v.35) when Mary ask how she as a virgin can 

have a child (v.34). 

ii. The reason why Mary can be a virgin with child 

supernaturally is because of the attribute of God being 

all powerful. 

iv. God’s Omniscience 

1. Some people wrestling with the problem of evil try to free God from the 

problem of evil by postulating God is not all knowing. 

2. For example: Open Theists, Clark Pinnock, Gregory Boyd, etc. 

3. But God is omniscient. 

a. We have already dealt with the omniscience of God in Session 

73-76 in our series. 

b. “Even before there is a word on my tongue, Behold, O Lord, You 

know it all.” (Psalm 139:4) 

i. We already have seen Psalm 139 in our previous session 

of how this Psalm teaches God’s omniscience in other 

ways. 

ii. Note how in verse 4 that before the Psalmist’s words are 

spoken, there is a confession that God already “know it 

all.” 

iii. So God knows what people will say even before they say 

it and thus God knows this future activity. 

iv. This is contrary to Clark Pinnock’s teaching: “Decisions 

not yet made do not exist anywhere to be known even by 

God.” 3  

v. God’s Love 

1. Some people wrestling with the problem of evil come to the conclusion 

that God does not love.  

                                                        
3 Clark Pinnock, "Augustine to Arminius," in The Grace of God, the Will of Man: A Case for Arminianism (Grand 
Rapids, MI: Academie Books, 1989), 25-26. 



2. For example: Certain Deists, those who start holding an impersonal and 

indifferent view of God, etc. 

3. But God is love. 

a. We have already dealt with the goodness of God in Session 59-

64 in our series. 

b.  “The one who does not love does not know God, for God is 

love.” (1 John 4:8) 

i. Notice it says “God is love.” 

ii. In context “God is love” is given as a reason for 

something since the word “for” appears in “for God is 

love.” 

iii. Therefore the implication is this: “The one who does not 

love does not know God” (1 John 4:8a) 

c. “We have come to know and have believed the love which God 

has for us. God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in 

God, and God abides in him.” (1 John 4:16) 

i. Notice it says “God is love.” 

ii. The Apostle John states that his readers and him both 

“have come to know and have believed the love which 

God has for us.”  Do we believe this as well? 

iii. Again there’s implication of knowing God’s love: “and 

the one who abides in love abides in God, and God 

abides in him.” (1 John 4:16b) 

vi. God’s Goodness 

1. Some people wrestling with the problem of evil come to the conclusion 

that they have to deny this attribute.  

2. For example: Certain theological liberals, Process Theologians, etc. 

3. But God is good. 

a. We have already dealt with the goodness of God in Session 56-

58 in our series. 

b.  “Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, For His 

lovingkindness is everlasting.” (Psalm 136:1) 

i. States clearly that God is good: “for He is good” 

ii. God’s goodness is the reason and basis for why believers 

“Give thanks to the Lord.” 

vii. Finally some deny God’s existence altogether. 

1. For example: Some atheists in personal conversation says God doesn’t 

exists because of their suffering, etc. 

2. But God does exists and Romans 1:18-21 shows they know God. 

d. Sometimes you also see some people’s solution to the problem of evil is to deny several 

attributes given how there are inter-relationships between various attributes of God. 

i. For example: Molinism. 

ii. For example: Open Theism often denial of multiple attributes. 

e. These attributes are attributes we cannot compromise on in solving the problem of evil. 

i. We must start with what is clear and work towards what is clear. 

ii. Illustration: Working with border puzzle pieces and then other pieces. 

iii. In the same way whatever is our solution to the problem of evil we must begin 

with what is clearly taught in Scripture and work outwards towards area less 

clear. 

 


