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!
“SIN, DISCIPLINE, AND MERCY”!!

I. Introduction !
A. As we saw last week, the book of Hosea tells the story of a woman who 

was well-loved by her husband but who spurned him and ran off with 
another man.  !
1. This was the story of Hosea’s marriage to Gomer, and the story of 

God’s relationship with Israel.  !
2. It is also our story.  !
3. We need to be reminded of this, because we have a tendency to 

focus on the sins that other people commit.  !
4. Like the Pharisee in Jesus’ parable, it is all too easy for us to say in 

our hearts, ‘Lord, I thank you that I am not like that homosexual’ or 
‘Lord, I thank you that I am not like those rioters.’  !

5. The book of Hosea confronts this mindset by holding the mirror up 
to our own faces and saying, ‘This is you.’  !

6. Every time we sin, we are turning away from God and choosing to 
go our own way.  !

B. If God treated us as our sins deserve, we would have no hope.  !
1. The Scriptures make it clear that “the wages of sin is death.” (Rom. 

6:23)  !
2. That is the law, and it is perfectly just.  !
3. But the Bible contains more than the law.  !
4. It also contains the gospel, the good news that says, “the free gift of 

God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Rom. 6:23)  !
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5. As we study this passage in Hosea tonight, we will see that the 
Lord does not pay his people the wages that our sins deserve.  !

6. While he does discipline us when we sin, he also shows us mercy.  !
II. Israel’s Adultery  !

A. Our passage begins with a description of Israel’s covenant disloyalty.  !
1. The word “plead”, which occurs two times in verse 2, is frequently 

used in prophetic literature to describe situations in which the Lord 
is bringing a covenant lawsuit against his wayward people.  !

2. The term literally means “to bring charges against” someone.  !
3. This is what is taking place in this passage.  !
4. God is suing for a divorce on the grounds of Israel’s spiritual 

adultery, although the rest of the passage shows that God is going 
to restore his marriage to Israel by setting up a new covenant.  !

5. The charges that God brings against his people in this passage have 
a restorative purpose.  !

B. One of the things that could be confusing in verse 2 is that Israel is 
addressed both as a mother and as the children of that mother.  !
1. The Lord uses these designations in order to address his people 

collectively and individually.  !
2. By telling the children to bring charges against their mother, God is 

pointing the nation to the root cause of their woes.  !
3. He is telling them not to bring charges against him.  !
4. They cannot blame him for the troubles that they are experiencing.  !
5. God had not been unfaithful to the covenant.  !
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6. The blame rests upon the shoulders of the wayward “mother”, 
upon the nation as a whole.  !

7. As Calvin explains, the Lord was showing his people that “men in 
vain complain when the Lord seems to deal with them in severity.”  !

C. The Lord calls his people to repent of their spiritual adultery, and he 
warns them that there will be dire consequences if they fail to do so.  !
1. Notice that the warning that is issued in verse 3 begins with the 

word “lest.”  !
2. This indicates that God has not yet been as severe as he could be.  !
3. He tells Israel that if they fail to repent he “will strip her naked and 

make her as in the day that she was born, and make her like a 
wilderness, and make her like a parched land, and kill her with 
thirst.”  !

4. In saying this, the Lord was continuing to use marriage as a 
metaphor for his covenant relationship with Israel.  !

5. In the ancient world, husbands were legally required to provide 
food, clothing, and marital rights to their wives.  !

6. But a husband was no longer required to provide these things if his 
wife had been unfaithful.  !

7. That was the situation with God’s relationship with Israel.  !
8. Their spiritual adultery resulted in their forfeiture of God’s 

blessings.  !
D. There are a couple of things to note about the description of Israel’s sin in 

verse 5.  !
1. God says that his people played the whore and acted shamefully.  !
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2. This is not just a figurative description of idolatry.  !
3. One of the things that made Canaanite fertility religion so shameful 

was that it involved cult prostitution.  !
4. Worshippers would go to the temple and have sex with prostitutes 

in order to incite the gods to engage in sex and make the land 
fertile.  !

5. The covenant people were engaging in this abominable practice.  !
6. This a sobering reminder of how easy it can be for God’s people to 

be drawn into the world’s wicked ways.  !
E. Another thing to note about the way Israel’s sin is described in verse 5 is 

this phrase:  “For she said, ‘I will go after my lovers.’”  !
1. This shows that Israel’s unfaithfulness was premeditated.  !
2. They knew what they were doing. !
3. They willfully departed from the Lord when they went after other 

gods. !
4. They even credited those gods with providing for their needs.  !
5. They bought into the claims of Canaanite fertility religion.  !
6. They thought that the prosperity that they experienced at the 

beginning of Hosea’s ministry was due to their participation in 
idolatrous worship.  !

7. This is why we should be careful not to equate temporal prosperity 
with God’s blessing.  !

III. God’s Discipline  !
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A. We turn now to the second section of our passage, where we see the Lord 
disciplining his people for their sin.  !
1. If we think of verses 2-5 as the summation of God’s lawsuit against 

Israel, the remainder of the passage contains the sentence that God 
imposes upon them.  !

2. There are three parts to this sentence and each is introduced by the 
term “Therefore”, which we see in verses 6, 9, and 14.  !

3. The first two “Therefore”s introduce the disciplinary action that 
God is about to take against Israel.  !

4. First, God says that he will hedge up Israel’s way with thorns so 
that she cannot find her lovers.  !

5. In other words, God is going to put up barriers that will get in the 
way of their idolatrous pursuits.  !

6. He is not going to let them carry on like this.  !
7. This is something that the Lord continues to do in the lives of his 

children today.  !
8. He protects us by not letting us find rest and happiness in the 

things that lead us away from him.  !
9. As James Boice explains, God “is faithful to his nature and will not 

allow the one he loves to be destroyed through an adulterous 
infatuation with this world’s idols.” [27]  !

10. By putting up a hedge and preventing us from finding satisfaction 
in false gods, the Lord causes us to see our folly so that we will 
return to him.  !

B. In verse 8 we find the first mention of the name “Baal.”  !
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1. This word literally means ‘master’ or ‘lord’, and it was used in 
connection with a number of local cults in the ancient Near East.  !

2. Once again we see that the Israelites mistakenly thought that they 
owed their prosperity to Baal.  !

3. They did not realize that their golden years came from the hand of 
the Lord.  !

4. Worse yet, they used the good gifts that the Lord had given them to 
worship Baal.  !

C. This brings us to the second“Therefore” in our text, the second part of 
God’s sentence of discipline.  !
1. God says that he will take back his grain and wine and wool and 

flax.  !
2. He will remove the prosperity that Israel previously enjoyed and 

bring her into a destitute condition.  !
3. This is exactly what happened after the reign of Jeroboam.  !
4. God punished Israel for taking the feast days that he had 

commanded in the law and turning them into festivals for Baal.  !
5. God brought these hardships upon his people in order that they 

would no longer have anything with which they could celebrate 
their feasts.  !

6. This shows us that God sometimes has to bring hard discipline 
upon his children in order to cause us to see our wickedness and 
our need for his mercy.  !

7. God will remove temporal blessings if that is what it takes to 
humble us and work repentance in our hearts.  !

IV. God’s Mercy  !
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A. We turn now to the last section of our passage, which begins in verse 14.  !
1. While the first two “Therefore”s introduced disciplinary 

judgments, this one introduces something that is entirely 
unexpected.  !

2. Instead of continuing to mete out the punishments that Israel 
deserved, the Lord says this:  “Therefore, behold, I will allure her, 
and bring her back into the wilderness, and speak tenderly to her.”  !

3. Take note of the word “allure.”  !
4. God is saying that he will woo his people back to himself.  !
5. He is not going to force them to return to him against their will.  !
6. He is going to renew their will.  !
7. He is going to cause them to see the futility and wickedness of their 

sin, along with the goodness and beauty of his grace.  !
8. They will return to the Lord because they want to do so.  !
9. This is what the Lord does in your life every time you repent of 

your sin and seek his mercy.  !
10. He opens up your eyes so that you can see both your sin and his 

grace for what they really are.  !
B. The remainder of the passage emphasizes the total reversal of fortunes 

that God will bring about for his people.  !
1. One way that God expresses this is by saying that he “will make 

the Valley of Achor a door of hope.”  !
2. The name “Achor” means ‘trouble.’  !
3. We are told in Joshua 7 that this name was given to the place where 

Achan brought trouble on Israel by keeping some of the plunder for 
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himself, which was a direct violation of God’s command.  !
4. Achan’s sin resulted in Israel’s initial defeat when they went up 

against the city of Ai.  !
5. Achor was a name that had bad memories for God’s people, like 

Waterloo for Napoleon or Bucky Dent for Red Sox fans.  !
6. But God tells his people that he is going to take that infamous name 

and turn it into a symbol of hope.  !
7. What a statement this is about God’s power to save his people.  !
8. He can take the things that we most dread and cause them to work 

for our good.  !
C. Another way in which God will extend his mercy to the people of Israel is 

that he will restore sound doctrine among them.  !
1. Previously, they had been worshipping the Lord under the name 

“Baal.”  !
2. They were guilty of syncretism, blending the true religion with 

false religions.  !
3. They were doing the same thing that C.S. Lewis describes in his 

story The Last Battle, where the ape Shift deceives the animals of 
Narnia into thinking that Aslan and Tash are really the same god.  !

4. He even merges their names, calling god Tashlan.  !
5. Unfortunately, Lewis himself commits the same error at the end of 

that book, where a worshipper of Tash ends up in heaven and 
comes to the realization that he had really been worshipping Aslan 
all along.  !

6. Such an idea finds no support in the Bible.  !
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7. Instead, Scripture tells us that the one true God will not share his 
glory with another. !

8. He is not to be worshipped under the name of any other god.  !
9. When God draws us into fellowship with himself or restores us to 

himself, he ensures that we worship him in truth.  !
D. God also promises perfect security to his people in this passage.  !

1. Wild animals will no longer be a threat to us.  !
2. Warfare will be utterly abolished, so that we can lie down in safety.  !
3. Such promises will find their supreme fulfillment in the age to 

come.  !
4. In the new creation, all of the things that threaten our safety in this 

life will be a threat to us no more.  !
E. Lastly, God promises that he will consecrate his people to himself and will 

establish his covenant with us forever.  !
1. As he says in verses 19-20, “And I will betroth you to me forever.  I 

will betroth you to me in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast 
love and in mercy.  I will betroth you to me in faithfulness.  And 
you shall know the LORD.”  !

2. The renewed marriage between God and his people will never be 
broken.  !

3. He will cause the new covenant to be kept by both parties.  !
4. This is why we can be confident that we will persevere in the faith 

until the end of our days.  !
5. Our confidence does not rest upon anything in us.  !
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6. It rests upon God’s promise.  !
7. He will ensure that the new covenant is never broken.  !

V. Conclusion !
A. The message of this passage is at the heart of the Christian faith.  !
B. It tells us that when our faith in rests upon Christ God does not treat us as 

our sins deserve.  !
C. While he disciplines us and corrects us, his purpose in doing so is 

restorative.  !
D. That being the case, we can join John Calvin in responding to this passage 

with this prayer:  “Grant, Almighty God, that inasmuch as we are so dull 
and slothful, that though often admonished, we do not consider our sins, 
that though we are often chastised by your hand, we do not return 
immediately to a right mind, — O grant, that we may hereafter profit 
more under your rod, and not be stubborn and intractable; but as soon as 
you raise your hand, may each of us mourn, know our own evils, and 
then, with one consent, surrender ourselves to be ruled by you; and may 
we, in the meantime, patiently and calmly endure your chastisements, and 
never murmur against you, but ever aspire to the attainment of true 
repentance, until, having at length put off all the vices and corruptions of 
our flesh, we attain to the fulness of righteousness, and to that true blessed 
glory which has been prepared for us in heaven by Jesus Christ.  Amen.”  
 


