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Answer the Call 

Matthew 28:18-20 
 16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to 

which Jesus had directed them. 

 17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 

 18 And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and 

on earth has been given to me. 

 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 

behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age." 

Well-Known Words 

 Jesus’ “Great Commission” 

 His final words to His disciples before leaving earth and 

ascending back to heaven 40 days after His resurrection 

 Go, make disciples, baptize, teach 

 However well-known and familiar these words are, the 

question of how much we take them to heart and implement 

them is one we should frequently ask ourselves 

 

 

 

What is a Disciple? 

 Follow me! 

 a command extended to ordinary people 

 the disciples could never have fully understood what they 

were getting into when they responded to Jesus’ call 

 everything about Jesus would shape every aspect of 

the rest of their lives 

 in only a few years, these simple men would be 

responsible for turning the world upside down 

 what began as simple obedience to the call of Jesus 

ended up changing their lives, and ultimately, changing 

the entire world and the course of world history 

 A disciple is a student or apprentice, a follower 

 becoming a disciple of Jesus is as simple as obeying His 

call to follow (simple  easy) 

 disciples end up like those whom they follow (Luke  

6:40) 

 the contemporary church appears to have lost sight of 

what it means to be a follower of Jesus 

 



 Followers repent! (Matthew 4:17) 

 repent means “to turn” (change directions, head the 

opposite way) 

 repentance involves ACTION! 

 Embracing Jesus as Lord (master, owner) 

 Following Jesus as Lord demands obedience 

 the Great Commandment (Matthew 22:37-40) 

 If you love me, you will keep my commandments (John 

14:15)  

Passing the Baton 

 Jesus not only surprises His disciples by coming back from 

the dead, He surprises them by passing on to them “the 

baton” of His ministry 

 “go out and continue what I started” 

 take the message Jesus proclaimed and spread it all over 

the known world 

 now, “the baton” is passed on to us 

 

 

 Jesus’ call is for us to make disciples, NOT simply to make 

converts 

 making disciples defines the Christian, a true disciple is a 

disciple maker 

 what does disciple making entail? 

 go 

 baptize 

 teach people to obey everything Jesus commands 

 Who has God placed in my life so that I can teach them to 

follow Jesus?  

 Disciple making is a two way street 

Personal Application 

1. In what ways are you currently responding to Jesus’ Great 

Commission? His Great Commandment? Has this study 

touched on any new ways in which you can more 

completely conform to these commandments? What will 

you do about that? 

2. Disciples are those who follow Christ, repent of sin, and 

seek to obey all that Jesus commands. Evaluate which of 

these are strengths and which are growth areas for you. 

What steps do you need to take to see your growth areas 

turn into strengths? 

3. Who has God placed in your life that you can learn more 

from about following Jesus? 

4. Who has God placed in your life that you can invest in and 

share the things God has taught you about following Jesus? 


