
Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
5/10/2015 
LBCoF Ch. 2, Pt. 1, m-p 

 

1 

 

“The Lord our God is but one only living and true God; whose subsistence is in and of 
himself, infinite in being and perfection; whose essence cannot be comprehended by any 
but himself; a most pure spirit, invisible, without body, parts, or passions, who only hath 
immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; who is immutable, 
immense, eternal, incomprehensible, almighty, every way infinite, most holy, most wise, 
most free, most absolute; working all things according to the counsel of his own immutable 
and most righteous will for his own glory; most loving, gracious, merciful, long-suffering, 
abundant in goodness and truth, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin; the rewarder of 
them that diligently seek him, and withal most just and terrible in his judgments, hating all 
sin, and who will by no means clear the guilty.” 

 
We stopped at “working all things according to the counsel of his own immutable and most 
righteous will for his own glory” in the previous lesson. We learned that God’s will, his “divine 
determination” is immutable (it cannot be changed by outside influence) and is righteous (it is 
always correct and always just). 
 
Sometimes God’s working of all things for his glory includes using evil people and events to 
accomplish his good purposes.  

 
Proverbs 16:4  The LORD hath made all things for himself: yea, even the wicked for the 
day of evil. 

 
What God knows and does is often incomprehensible to our human minds. Part of 
understanding more about God is an acceptance that we cannot fully understand God. 
  

Romans 11:33-36  O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how 
unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!  34  For who hath known the mind 
of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor?  35  Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be 
recompensed unto him again?  36  For of him, and through him, and to him, are all 
things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen. 

 
God does give us a gift whereby we can know him better: The Holy Ghost. With the gift of the 
Holy Ghost, helping us in our understanding, we can have peace in what knowledge we have 
about God. 
 

Romans 8:5-6  For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that 
are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.  6  For to be carnally minded is death; but to be 
spiritually minded is life and peace. 

 
(m) most loving, gracious, merciful, long-suffering, abundant in goodness and 
truth, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin;  
 

Deuteronomy 7:7-10  The LORD did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, 
because ye were more in number than any people; for ye were the fewest of all 
people:  8  But because the LORD loved you, and because he would keep the oath which he 
had sworn unto your fathers, hath the LORD brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed 
you out of the house of bondmen, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.  9  Know therefore 
that the LORD thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and 
mercy with them that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand 
generations;  10  And repayeth them that hate him to their face, to destroy them: he 
will not be slack to him that hateth him, he will repay him to his face. 
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Exodus 34:1-7  And the LORD said unto Moses, Hew thee two tables of stone like unto the 
first: and I will write upon these tables the words that were in the first tables, which thou brakest.  
2  And be ready in the morning, and come up in the morning unto mount Sinai, and present 
thyself there to me in the top of the mount.  3  And no man shall come up with thee, neither let 
any man be seen throughout all the mount; neither let the flocks nor herds feed before that 
mount.  4  And he hewed two tables of stone like unto the first; and Moses rose up early in the 
morning, and went up unto mount Sinai, as the LORD had commanded him, and took in his hand 
the two tables of stone.5  And the LORD descended in the cloud, and stood with him there, and 
proclaimed the name of the LORD.  6  And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, 
The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in 
goodness and truth,  7  Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression 
and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers 
upon the children, and upon the children's children, unto the third and to the 
fourth generation. 

 
Jehovah El, God Almighty, lists his attributes to Moses: mercy, grace, patience, goodness, truth, 
forgiveness, judgment, and justice. The former six seem to be positive and the latter two 
negative. But consider that the statement about the punishment of generations because of 
iniquity is directed at both the unregenerate and the regenerate. The regenerate have Jesus 
Christ as their atonement between them and God. Their sin is punished, but they are objects of 
mercy and grace in Jesus Christ, so they do not carry an eternal burden of sin. The unregenerate 
have no atonement and, in the end, must face the wrath of God alone. God is good, even when 
he judges and disciplines us. 
 
(n) the rewarder of them that diligently seek him,  
 

Hebrews 11:6  But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must 
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 
 

To understand this better, we must look at the previous passage in Hebrews and some passages 
in Genesis regarding Enoch. 
 

Hebrews 11:5  By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not 
found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he 
pleased God. 

 
Genesis 5:21-23  And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and begat Methuselah:  22  And 
Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah three hundred years, and begat 
sons and daughters:  23  And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years: 
 

From these passages we can surmise that Enoch was 65 when he started walking with God. 
(Nearly a lifetime of conversion). That is diligently seeking God, and that he did that for 300 
years. 300 years! His testimony was that, in his walk, he pleased God. Young’s Literal Version 
reads “Enoch walketh habitually with God”. That is the outcome of faith: a diligent seeking of 
and a habitual walking with God. And faith is a gift of God by God’s grace. Through faith God 
may be pleased. 
 

Ephesians 2:8-10  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it 
is the gift of God:  9  Not of works, lest any man should boast.  10  For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that 
we should walk in them. 

 
Genesis 5:24  And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him. 
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God rewarded Enoch by translating so that he did not experience physical death, not because his 
walk was perfect and he deserved to be translated, but because God’s judgment, justice, mercy, 
and grace prevailed. God had given Enoch faith and Enoch walked with God because of the gift. 
His diligent pursuit of God was a result of the work of God within him. We see the attributes of 
God, as he described them to Moses on the mount, at work in the lives of the saints. 

 
and withal most just (o) and terrible in his judgments,  
 
To understand this attribute of God, we must look at the context of the primary scripture 
reference (Nehemiah 9:32-33) and recall Exodus 34:7 and Deuteronomy 7:10. God is a righteous 
and just judge of all mankind who demands retribution for sin, no matter who committed the 
act (regenerate or unregenerate). Yet God’s judgment and justice are tempered by his other 
attributes, as described to Moses regarding God’s elect. 
 

Nehemiah 9:16-17  But they and our fathers dealt proudly, and hardened their necks, and 
hearkened not to thy commandments,  17  And refused to obey, neither were mindful of thy 
wonders that thou didst among them; but hardened their necks, and in their rebellion appointed a 
captain to return to their bondage: but thou art a God ready to pardon, gracious and 
merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and forsookest them not. 

 
Nehemiah 9:26-30  Nevertheless they were disobedient, and rebelled against thee, and cast 
thy law behind their backs, and slew thy prophets which testified against them to turn them to 
thee, and they wrought great provocations.  27  Therefore thou deliveredst them into the hand of 
their enemies, who vexed them: and in the time of their trouble, when they cried unto 
thee, thou heardest them from heaven; and according to thy manifold mercies thou 
gavest them saviours, who saved them out of the hand of their enemies.  28  But after 
they had rest, they did evil again before thee: therefore leftest thou them in the hand of their 
enemies, so that they had the dominion over them: yet when they returned, and cried unto 
thee, thou heardest them from heaven; and many times didst thou deliver them 
according to thy mercies;  29  And testifiedst against them, that thou mightest bring them 
again unto thy law: yet they dealt proudly, and hearkened not unto thy commandments, but 
sinned against thy judgments, (which if a man do, he shall live in them;) and withdrew the 
shoulder, and hardened their neck, and would not hear.  30  Yet many years didst thou forbear 
them, and testifiedst against them by thy spirit in thy prophets: yet would they not give ear: 
therefore gavest thou them into the hand of the people of the lands. 

 
Nehemiah 9:32-33  Now therefore, our God, the great, the mighty, and the terrible 
God, who keepest covenant and mercy, let not all the trouble seem little before thee, that 
hath come upon us, on our kings, on our princes, and on our priests, and on our prophets, and on 
our fathers, and on all thy people, since the time of the kings of Assyria unto this day.  33  
Howbeit thou art just in all that is brought upon us; for thou hast done right, but we 
have done wickedly: 

 
God demonstrates his great love for the elect by correcting them so that they can enjoy his 
positive attributes more fully. Discipline is love when God gives it to his children. 
 

Hebrews 12:3-13  For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against 
himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.  4  Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, 
striving against sin.  5  And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto 
children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art 
rebuked of him:  6  For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every 
son whom he receiveth.  7  If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for 
what son is he whom the father chasteneth not?  8  But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all 
are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons.  (Continued) 
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(Hebrews 12:3-13 Continued) 9  Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, 
and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, 
and live?  10  For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our 
profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness.  11  Now no chastening for the present 
seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable 
fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.  12  Wherefore lift up 
the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees;  13  And make straight paths for 
your feet, lest that which is lame be turned out of the way; but let it rather be healed. 

 
(p) hating all sin,  
 

Psalms 5:4-6  For thou art not a God that hath pleasure in wickedness: neither shall 
evil dwell with thee.  5  The foolish shall not stand in thy sight: thou hatest all workers of 
iniquity.  6  Thou shalt destroy them that speak leasing: the LORD will abhor the bloody and 
deceitful man. 

 
Though God uses the wicked for the day of evil in his sovereign providence, he is not the author 
of sin. He hates sin because it is opposite to his righteous nature. Sin causes separation between 
God the creator and man the creature. But God, in mercy and grace, brought Jesus Christ. 
 

Colossians 1:20-22  And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him 
to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things 
in heaven.  21  And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by 
wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled  22  In the body of his flesh through death, 
to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight: 

 
John 16:33  These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the 
world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. 

 
and who will by no means clear the (q) guilty. 
 
The writers of the confession again refer to Exodus 34:7.  
 

Nahum 1:2-8  God is jealous, and the LORD revengeth; the LORD revengeth, and is 
furious; the LORD will take vengeance on his adversaries, and he reserveth wrath for his 
enemies.  3  The LORD is slow to anger, and great in power, and will not at all acquit the 
wicked: the LORD hath his way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds are the dust of 
his feet.  4  He rebuketh the sea, and maketh it dry, and drieth up all the rivers: Bashan 
languisheth, and Carmel, and the flower of Lebanon languisheth.  5  The mountains quake at him, 
and the hills melt, and the earth is burned at his presence, yea, the world, and all that dwell 
therein.  6  Who can stand before his indignation? and who can abide in the 
fierceness of his anger? his fury is poured out like fire, and the rocks are thrown 
down by him.  7  The LORD is good, a strong hold in the day of trouble; and he 
knoweth them that trust in him.  8  But with an overrunning flood he will make an utter end 
of the place thereof, and darkness shall pursue his enemies. 

 
We are guilty of sin, but we are no longer the objects of God’s wrath. As the song says: “Guilty, 
vile, and helpless we; Spotless Lamb of God was He; “Full atonement!” can it be? Hallelujah! 
What a Savior!” By the blood of Jesus Christ, our debt is paid to God. 
 
  



Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
5/10/2015 
LBCoF Ch. 2, Pt. 1, m-p 

 

5 

 

Romans 5:6-11  For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the 
ungodly.  7  For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some 
would even dare to die.  8  But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  9  Much more then, being now justified by his 
blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.  10  For if, when we were enemies, we 
were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by 
his life.  11  And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom we have now received the atonement. 

 
We have a God who is loving, merciful, gracious, patient, good, truthful, forgiving, judging, and 
just. These attributes show forth throughout history. But it is in the life, suffering, death, burial, 
resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ that these attributes are revealed for all of the elect 
to clearly see. Only God would choose to send his only Son to die for such a guilty, worthless, 
and vile people. Only God would redeem those people for his glorification. Only by God can we 
live lives of confidence and hope through Jesus Christ. 
 

Romans 8:31-39  What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against 
us?  32  He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him 
also freely give us all things?  33  Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God 
that justifieth.  34  Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen 
again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.  35  Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword?  36  As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we 
are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.  37  Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him that loved us.  38  For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,  39  Nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 


