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1 Timothy 6:2b-6 These things teach and exhort. 3  If any man teach otherwise, and 
consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to 
the doctrine which is according to godliness;  4  He is proud, knowing nothing, but 
doting about questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, 
evil surmisings,  5  Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of 
the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself.  6  But 
godliness with contentment is great gain. 
 
2b These things teach and exhort. 
 
“These things” are the submission of servants to masters. Paul also addresses the relationship of 
servants and masters in Ephesians 6 (and Colossians 3 and 4). Peter also addresses the 
relationship in 1 Peter 2. 

 
Ephesians 6:5-9  Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters according to 
the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ;  6  Not with 
eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart;  
7  With good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men:  8  Knowing that whatsoever 
good thing any man doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord, whether he be bond or free.  9  
And, ye masters, do the same things unto them, forbearing threatening: knowing that 
your Master also is in heaven; neither is there respect of persons with him. 

 
“These things” that Paul directs Timothy to “teach and exhort” are a new kind of relationship: 
one where there is another direction, not just servant up to master, or master down to servant, 
but servant to Christ to the master, and master to Christ to servant. (Marriage (see Ephesians 5) 
and child/parent (see Ephesians 6) relationships are to follow the same pattern). When Christ is 
the center of the relationship, the relationship changes to one that’s purpose is glorifies God. 
 
3  If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the 
words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to 
godliness; 4  He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes 
of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings,  5  Perverse 
disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain 
is godliness: from such withdraw thyself. 
 
Paul then describes a man that would “teach otherwise”, who would pervert the doctrine of 
Christ-centric relationships. Jesus’ teaching on the subject was even more radical. 
 

Matthew 20:25-28  But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Ye know that the princes of the 
Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they that are great exercise authority upon them.  26  
But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be 
your minister;  27  And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant:  
28  Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give 
his life a ransom for many. 
 
Matthew 23:10-12  Neither be ye called masters: for one is your Master, even Christ.  11  
But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant.  12  And whosoever shall exalt 
himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted. 

 
Jesus’ teaching on familial relationships was just as radical (see Matthew 10 and 19). He was to 
be the first in all things, before any other relationship, of any kind (see Luke 12 and 14). 
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The man Paul describes rejects the “doctrine which is according to godliness”, that is, the 
doctrine of Christ-centeredness. In turn, the man embraces self-centeredness. The self-centered 
man believes that “gain is godliness”. Self-centered gain has as its foundation the fleeting things 
of the world: material possessions or social influence.  
 
6a  But godliness… 
 
The Christ-centered man believes that “godliness with contentment is great gain”. Instead of 
“supposing that gain is godliness”, the Christ-centered man understands the opposite to be true: 
that godliness (first) with (second) contentment is (third) great gain. 
 

1 Timothy 3:16  And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was 
manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on 
in the world, received up into glory. 

 
Godliness something to do with the Gospel of Jesus Christ as Paul describes the “mystery of 
godliness” to Timothy. Earlier in verse 3 Paul called it “the doctrine which is according to 
godliness”.   
 

John Gill on “the doctrine which is according to godliness” (1 Timothy 6:3): 
“The whole Gospel is the mystery of godliness; it is the truth that is after it, and it has a 
tendency to promote true godliness in heart and life: even such is the nature of the more 
distinguishing doctrines of it, which are charged with licentiousness; as the doctrine of eternal 
and personal election; for though it is not of works, but of grace, yet holiness is a means fixed 
in election, and an end secured by it; it is the source and spring of all real holiness; 
holiness of heart is an evidence of it to believers themselves; and holiness of life is 
an evidence of it to the world; nor can anything more powerfully engage men to it than the 
consideration that they are chosen of God to grace and glory. The covenant of grace, which is 
absolute and unconditional, provides for both internal and external holiness; and the 
promises of it, under the influence of grace, powerfully operate in the minds of believers, to the 
cleansing of them from all impurity of flesh and spirit, and to the perfecting of holiness in the fear 
of the Lord:” 

 
Inward godliness is a result of the work of God by the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Outward godliness 
is a result of the inward work. 
 

Ephesians 2:4-10  But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,  5  
Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are 
saved;)  6  And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus:  7  That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his 
kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.  8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and 
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  9  Not of works, lest any man should 
boast.  10  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which 
God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 
 
2 Peter 1:2-8  Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of 
Jesus our Lord,  3  According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that 
pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to 
glory and virtue: 4  Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious 
promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the 
corruption that is in the world through lust.  (Continued)  
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(2 Peter 1:2-8 Continued) 5  And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to 

virtue knowledge;  6  And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience 

godliness;  7  And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.  8  For if 

these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren 

nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Both Paul and Peter indicate that inward godliness is a gift of God and that outward godliness is 
a result of that gift. It is not enough to acknowledge the gift only. Godliness is both a gift and a 
goal. The gift should produce action on the part of the recipient. 

 
1 Timothy 4:7-9  But refuse profane and old wives' fables, and exercise thyself rather 
unto godliness.  8  For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all 
things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come.  9  This is a 
faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation. 

 
1 Peter 1:13-16  Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for 
the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;  14  As obedient 
children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance:  15  But as 
he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;  16  
Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. 
 

Godliness is practiced, or rather, exercised by a Christ-centered man. It is commanded. It 
requires diligence to maintain and increase as the Holy Ghost continues his sanctifying work 
upon the child of God. 
 
6b But godliness with contentment… 
 
Godliness as a gift is easy enough to acknowledge and accept. Godliness as an action is more 
difficult to practice or exercise. Godliness with contentment is incrementally more difficult. 
However, consider Paul’s experiences during his ministry. 
 

2 Corinthians 11:23b-27 …in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons 
more frequent, in deaths oft.  24  Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one.  25  
Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I 
have been in the deep;  26  In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils 
by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, 
in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren;  27  In weariness and painfulness, in watchings 
often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. 

 
Then, consider Paul’s attitude about those experiences. 
 

Philippians 4:11-13  Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in 
whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.  12  I know both how to be abased, and I 
know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be 
hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.  13  I can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me. 

  
Paul says “for I have learned”. His contentment (his peace with his circumstances) was a learned 
response. It did not come by his nature. It came from the work of God in his life. It was by the 
sanctification of the Holy Ghost that he learned contentment. It was “through Christ” that he 
was strengthened to do all things.  
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6c But godliness with contentment is great gain. 
 
Paul knew that he was dependent upon God to be content. The Christ-centered man knows that 
he is not able to be content without God’s work, both by the Gospel of Jesus Christ and by the 
Holy Ghost. Such knowledge is very powerful in that it takes confidence from oneself and places 
confidence upon God. That knowledge and confidence is “great gain”.  

 
Hebrews 13:5-6  Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such 
things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.  6  So that we may 
boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me. 

 
The Christ-centered man knows to be content with what he has, for he knows that all he has is 
from the hand of the Lord. Not only that, but there is nothing that man can take from him that 
will cause him to be separated from what he values the most: his Lord and Savior.  
 

John 10:27-29  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:  28  And I give 
unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck 
them out of my hand.  29  My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is 
able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. 

 
What greater possession is there? What can bring more peace or contentment? Eternal life and a 
guarantee of security with the Father and the Son is the most precious of all things. That gift and 
its security are “great gain”.  
 

Psalms 65:4  Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and causest to approach unto thee, that 
he may dwell in thy courts: we shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy house, even of thy 
holy temple. 

 
Paul describes what this “great gain” looks like in the life of the Christ-centered man. 

 
Philippians 3:7-11  But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for 
Christ.  8  Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do 
count them but dung, that I may win Christ,  9  And be found in him, not having mine own 
righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness 
which is of God by faith:  10  That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the 
fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;  11  If by any means I might 
attain unto the resurrection of the dead.   
 

Paul describes his transformation: what he once saw as gain, he now sees as loss, even all things 
as loss for Jesus Christ, including his self-righteousness. His “great gain” is the knowledge, the 
winning, the faith, the righteousness, the resurrection, the sufferings, the death, of Christ. 

 

Philippians 3:12-14  12  Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but 
I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.  13  
Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting 
those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are 
before,  14  I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus. 
 

Then Paul describes the result of the transformation. A continual movement forward toward 
more godliness and more contentment to achieve the “great gain” of the Christ-centered life.  


