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“The Lord our God is but one only living and true God; whose subsistence is in and 
of himself, infinite in being and perfection; whose essence cannot be 
comprehended by any but himself; a most pure spirit, invisible, without body, 
parts, or passions, who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man 
can approach unto; who is immutable, immense, eternal, incomprehensible, 
almighty, every way infinite, most holy, most wise, most free, most absolute; 
working all things according to the counsel of his own immutable and most 
righteous will for his own glory; most loving, gracious, merciful, long-suffering, 
abundant in goodness and truth, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin; the 
rewarder of them that diligently seek him, and withal most just and terrible in his 
judgments, hating all sin, and who will by no means clear the guilty.” 
 
We stopped at “most free” in the previous lesson.  
 
“most absolute” 
 
Webster’s 1828 on “absolute”: 1. Literally, in a general sense, free, independent of any thing 
extraneous. Hence, 2. Complete in itself; positive; as an absolute declaration. 3. 
Unconditional, as an absolute promise. 4. Existing independent of any other cause, as 
God is absolute. 5. Unlimited by extraneous power or control, as an absolute government or 
prince. 6. Not relative, as absolute space. 
 
This attribute of God was discussed in earlier lessons. He is pure, immutable, and free. All of 
which describe an absolute person. No person, thing, or event may change who God is, for there 
is nothing that has power or control over him, except himself alone. 
 
(l) working all things according to the counsel of his own immutable and most 
righteous will for his own glory; 
 
We will break this down into four parts: 1. “working all things”, 2. “his own immutable…will”, 3. 
“his own…righteous will”, and 4. “for his own glory”.  
 
“working all things”  
 

Deuteronomy 4:7  For what nation is there so great, who hath God so nigh unto them, as the 
LORD our God is in all things that we call upon him for? 

 
1 Chronicles 29:10-14  Wherefore David blessed the LORD before all the congregation: and 
David said, Blessed be thou, LORD God of Israel our father, for ever and ever.  11  Thine, O LORD, 
is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for all that 
is in the heaven and in the earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, O LORD, and thou art 
exalted as head above all.  12  Both riches and honour come of thee, and thou reignest 
over all; and in thine hand is power and might; and in thine hand it is to make great, and to 
give strength unto all.  13  Now therefore, our God, we thank thee, and praise thy glorious name.  
14  But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able to offer so willingly after this 

sort? for all things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee. 
 
Not that God is like unto the pitiful gods of the deists or animists. God is involved in all things. 
He is especially keen to all things that his children “call upon him for” since “all things come of” 
him. 
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“his own immutable…will” 
 
We covered God’s immutability two lessons ago, but here the writers apply immutability to 
God’s will, not only his person. If his will is his “divine determination” (Webster’s 1828) then it 
is “invariable; unalterable; not capable or susceptible of change” (Webster’s 1828).  
 

Psalms 115:2-8  Wherefore should the heathen say, Where is now their God?  3  But our God 
is in the heavens: he hath done whatsoever he hath pleased.  4  Their idols are silver and 
gold, the work of men's hands.  5  They have mouths, but they speak not: eyes have they, but they 
see not:  6  They have ears, but they hear not: noses have they, but they smell not:  7  They have 
hands, but they handle not: feet have they, but they walk not: neither speak they through their 
throat.  8  They that make them are like unto them; so is every one that trusteth in them. 
 
Isaiah 46:9-11  Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am 
God, and there is none like me,  10  Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times 
the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my 
pleasure:  11  Calling a ravenous bird from the east, the man that executeth my counsel from a 
far country: yea, I have spoken it, I will also bring it to pass; I have purposed it, I will 

also do it. 
 

Because God’s will cannot be changed by any outside force and because, as we have learned in 
earlier lessons, that God himself is immutable, holy, and wise, we can trust in God’s will that it is 
good. 
 

Proverbs 3:5-8  Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 
understanding.  6  In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.  7  Be not 
wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil.  8  It shall be health to thy navel, and 
marrow to thy bones.  
 

“his own…righteous will” 
 
Not only is his will immutable, but it is also righteous. God’s providential will may be difficult to 
understand at times (take the judges and prophets as examples), but it is always right and just. 
It always has the best possible outcome as its purpose. Our regenerate response to God’s will 
should be a desire to be righteous as he is righteous. 
 

Isaiah 64:6  But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy 
rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away. 
 

If our own righteousness is worthless before God, how then can we know and do his righteous 
will? 

 
Jeremiah 23:5-6  Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a 
righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and 
justice in the earth.  6  In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is 
his name whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
 

Jesus is our righteousness before God. We can do the righteous will of God because of Jesus. 
 
Matthew 6:33  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you. 
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“for his own glory” 
 
Glory is both a noun and a verb. An attribute and an action. The glory of God is his attribute and 
so glory to God is our action. The glory of God is the sum of his “divine perfections or excellence” 
(Webster’s 1828). God glorifies himself in all that he does and demonstrates his glory by 
executing his immutable and righteous will. God’s glory was manifested by his work of salvation 
through Jesus.  
 

Ephesians 1:3-14  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath 
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:  4  According as he hath 
chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without 
blame before him in love:  5  Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,  6  To the praise of the 
glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.  7  In whom we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;  8  
Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence;  9  Having made known 
unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath 
purposed in himself:  10  That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather 
together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in 
him:  11  In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the 
purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:  12  That we 
should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.  13  In whom ye also trusted, 
after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye 
believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,  14  Which is the earnest of our 
inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory. 
 

We are the blessed, chosen, blameless, predestinated, redeemed, forgiven, trusting, hearing, 
believing sealed children of God because of the work of God’s will and pleasure. We are all of 
those things and we do all of those things for God’s glory and praise. 

 
Ephesians 2:10  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 
 
John Gill on “before ordained that we should walk in them”: “the preparation of 
good works to be performed by saints, and the preparation of them for the performance of them; 
are both from the Lord; God has appointed good works to be done by his people and in 
his word he has declared what they are he would have done; and it is his will not only 
that they should do them, but continue to do them; not only that they should do a single act or 
more, but walk in them; their conversation and course of life should be one continued 
series of good works; but the intention is not that they should be saved by them, but 
that they should walk in them; and this being the pre-ordination of God, as it shows 
that predestination is not according to good works, since good works are the fruits and 
effects of it, so likewise that it is no licentious doctrine; seeing it provides for the performance of 
good works, as well as secures grace and glory.” 

 
If we are ordained to do good works because of, not for, salvation, how then can we know God’s 

will for us? How do we know what works are good and glorifying unto God? Jesus, as always, 

sets the example for us. 

John 7:14-18  Now about the midst of the feast Jesus went up into the temple, and taught.  15  
And the Jews marvelled, saying, How knoweth this man letters, having never learned?  16  Jesus 
answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me. (Continued) 
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(John 7:14-18 continued) 17  If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.  18  He that speaketh of himself seeketh 
his own glory: but he that seeketh his glory that sent him, the same is true, and no 
unrighteousness is in him. 

 
God’s will is revealed in his doctrine. One who seeks his own glory does not know the doctrine of 
God, for the work of God’s will is to glorify him. 
 

John 10:25  Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in 
my Father's name, they bear witness of me. 
 

God’s will is revealed by good works. Jesus’ works glorified God. 
 
John 14:10-12  Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words 
that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he 
doeth the works.  11  Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe 
me for the very works' sake.  12  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, 
the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; 
because I go unto my Father. 
 

Jesus tells us that those who believe on him will have God indwelling them and will do works 
that glorify God. Paul instructs both Timothy and Titus that the scriptures (the word) and the 
doctrine in the scriptures give us what we need in order to know God’s will, which is that we do 
good works for God’s glory. 

 
2 Timothy 3:14-17  But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been 
assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them;  15  And that from a child thou hast known 
the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus.  16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  17  That the man of God may be perfect, 
throughly furnished unto all good works. 
 
Titus 1:9  Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by 
sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers. 
 

The work of the scriptures and the doctrine upon us conforms and transforms our mind so that 
we might glorify God by proving his will by good works. 

 
Romans 12:1-2  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  2  And be 
not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 
 

The transforming work of God in us results in perfection, or completeness, for the works that he 
has willed for us to do, which pleases and glorifies him. 

 
Hebrews 13:20-21  Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant,  21  Make 
you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in 
his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 


