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Chapter 2: 
 
Part 1: 
 
The Lord our God is but (a) one only living and true God; 
 
God is one (as in the trinity with the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost) but God is one also in 
that he is God alone. There is no other God that is living and therefore there is no other God that 
is truth (no matter what men may so to the contrary). 
 
Reference 1a:  
 

Deuteronomy 6:4  Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD: 
 

The Jehovah our Elohim is one Jehovah. The self-existent, eternal, God, is the united, alone, 
only, God. There may be creations of man in both the physical and the intellectual realm that are 
called gods, but none are Jehovah God. 

 
Isaiah 40 
 
Isaiah 42:8  I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to 
another, neither my praise to graven images. 
 
Exodus 3:13-15  And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of 
Israel, and shall say unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they 
shall say to me, What is his name? what shall I say unto them?  14  And God said unto 
Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I 
AM hath sent me unto you.  15  And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say 
unto the children of Israel, The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this is my name for ever, and 
this is my memorial unto all generations. 
 

I AM: Hebrew hayah which is the root word for jhovah. God says to Moses to tell the children 
of Israel that the one who exists because he exists is the one who is sending Moses unto them. It 
is Jehovah Elohim. 

 
John 18:4-6  Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should come upon him, went 
forth, and said unto them, Whom seek ye?  5  They answered him, Jesus of 
Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them, I am he. And Judas also, which betrayed him, stood 
with them.  6  As soon then as he had said unto them, I am he, they went 
backward, and fell to the ground. 
 

I am: Greek ego eimi. Jesus uses these words and they are, as spoken by God himself, powerful 
enough to cause those who came to take him away with their lanterns, torches, and weapons to 
backpedal and fall upon the ground. There was no possibility of taking Jesus away by force. No, 
he went with them of his own will in submission to his Father. As he described himself to Moses, 
so he describes himself in response to the Jews. 
 

Ephesians 4:4-6  There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope 
of your calling;  5  One Lord, one faith, one baptism,  6  One God and Father of all, 
who is above all, and through all, and in you all. 
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1 Corinthians 8:4-6  As concerning therefore the eating of those things that are 
offered in sacrifice unto idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that 
there is none other God but one.  5  For though there be that are called gods, 
whether in heaven or in earth, (as there be gods many, and lords many,)  6  But to us 
there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him. 

 
The singular nature of our God should lead us, his adopted children, to seek unity with one 
another, but…our unification has to be established upon a firm foundation which we know to be 
the scriptures. 
 
whose (b) subsistence is in and of himself,  
 
Subsistence (Webster’s 1828): competent provisions; means of supporting life (Subsistency is 
real being). 
 
God does not depend upon something or someone else to be. He simply is and continues to be 
because he is self-subsistent. 
 
Reference 1b: 
 

Isaiah 48:12-13  Hearken unto me, O Jacob and Israel, my called; I am he; I am the 
first, I also am the last.  13  Mine hand also hath laid the foundation of the earth, and 
my right hand hath spanned the heavens: when I call unto them, they stand up together. 

 
Revelation 1:8  I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith 
the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty. 

 
Revelation 22:13  I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first 
and the last. 

 
God is not bound by time, but he describes himself, both by the Father and by the Son, as pre-
existing, existing, and continuing in existence from the start on to the end. There is no limit to 
his existence for he is hayah and ego eimi: I AM. 
 

Jeremiah 10:10  But the LORD is the true God, he is the living God, and an 
everlasting king: at his wrath the earth shall tremble, and the nations shall not be able 
to abide his indignation. 
 
Psalms 145:10-13  All thy works shall praise thee, O LORD; and thy saints shall bless 
thee.  11  They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk of thy power;  12  To 
make known to the sons of men his mighty acts, and the glorious majesty of his kingdom.  
13  Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and thy dominion endureth 
throughout all generations. 

 
God’s rule is not bound by any limitation. He does not have to come out of a royal line (though 
he is royal by his holy nature), neither does he have to be voted into office (though all will agree 
to his rule), nor do his decrees need approval of others to stand (although they are without 
question just and righteous). His kingship and kingdom are everlasting. 
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Daniel 7:14  And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all 
people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting 
dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not 
be destroyed. 

 
God the Son, Jesus Christ, rules as king without limits over his kingdom which the Father gave 
unto him. 
 

Hebrews 1:8-12  But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and 
ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom.  9  Thou hast loved 
righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with 
the oil of gladness above thy fellows.  10  And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid 
the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of thine hands:  11  They shall 
perish; but thou remainest; and they all shall wax old as doth a garment;  12  And as a 
vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be changed: but thou art the same, 
and thy years shall not fail. 

 
Revelation 17:14  These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome 
them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are 
called, and chosen, and faithful. 

 
Revelation 19:11-16  And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that 
sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge 
and make war.  12  His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; 
and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself.  13  And he was clothed 
with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God.  14  And 
the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, 
white and clean.  15  And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he 
should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth 
the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.  16  And he hath on his 
vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.   

 
Our king and lord, Jesus Christ, who is one and the same with God, our father, king, and lord, is 
a warrior king, using the word of God to subdue the nations. He is, as his father is, before all and 
after all, existent, the I AM. 
 
(c) infinite in being and perfection; whose essence cannot be comprehended by 
any but himself; 
 
Reference 1c:  
 

Exodus 3:14  And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt 
thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.   

 
John Gill: This signifies the real being of God, his self-existence, and that he is the 
Being of beings; as also it denotes his eternity and immutability, and his constancy and 
faithfulness in fulfilling his promises, for it includes all time, past, present, and to come; 
and the sense is, not only I am what I am at present, but I am what I have been, and I am 
what I shall be, and shall be what I am. 
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Job 36:26  Behold, God is great, and we know him not, neither can the number of 
his years be searched out. 
 

Not that we are unable to know of God, for our current lesson shows that we are able, but we 
cannot know all there is to know about him, for we are his creation, and he is the creator. We 
only know as much about God as he has chosen to reveal unto us through the scripture and by 
the work of the Holy Ghost in us. 

 
John 8:54-55  Jesus answered, If I honour myself, my honour is nothing: it is my 

Father that honoureth me; of whom ye say, that he is your God:  55  Yet ye have 

not known him; but I know him: and if I should say, I know him not, I shall be a 

liar like unto you: but I know him, and keep his saying. 

 
Though we may not know of God in his entirety, Jesus does, for he was, is, and will be one 
with God for eternity. Therefore, since Jesus knows God, and is God, we may know more of 
God through Jesus. His infinite nature and eternal perfection are seen by us in the words 
and actions of our Lord and Savior. Jesus reveals more of God to those who wish to know 
more of God. 
 

John 14:6-11  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me.  7  If ye had known me, ye should have 
known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him.  8  
Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us.  9  Jesus saith 
unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, 
Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, 
Shew us the Father?  10  Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in 
me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that 
dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.  11  Believe me that I am in the Father, and 
the Father in me: or else believe me for the very works' sake. 
 
John 14:16-20  And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;  17  Even the Spirit of truth; whom 
the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: 
but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.  18  I will 
not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.  19  Yet a little while, and the world 
seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also.  20  At that 
day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. 

 
Not all can see God in Jesus as we can. It is a gift from the Father in the form of the Spirit 
(the Holy Ghost) who reveals more of God to us. Without the Spirit we may only know of 
God by his revelation through creation in experience or through his revelation through his 
written word by intellectual endeavor. But with the indwelling Spirit, we see and know God 
with spiritual eyes, hearts, and minds.  


