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 Chapter 1: 
 
Part 5a We may be moved and induced by the testimony of the church of God to an high and 
reverent esteem of the Holy Scriptures; and the heavenliness of the matter, the efficacy of the 
doctrine, and the majesty of the style, the consent of all the parts, the scope of the whole (which 
is to give all glory to God), the full discovery it makes of the only way of man’s salvation, and 
many other incomparable excellencies, and entire perfections thereof, are arguments 
whereby it doth abundantly evidence itself to be the Word of God;  
 
Refer back to Part 4. “The authority of the Holy Scripture, for which it ought to be believed, 
dependeth not upon the testimony of any man or church, but wholly upon God (who is truth 
itself), the author thereof; therefore it is to be received because it is the Word of God.” 
 
These statements are referring to intellectual and emotional understanding, but not spiritual 
understanding. If we were leave it here, we would miss the root of the scriptures, the work of the 
Holy Ghost. But our Baptist forefathers didn’t stop with historical proof or emotional 
experience. 
 
Part 5b yet notwithstanding, our full persuasion and assurance of the infallible truth, and 
divine authority thereof, is from the inward work of the Holy Spirit bearing witness by and with 
the Word in our hearts.  
 
The Holy Ghost is who reveals the word of God to us as truth. No amount intellectual endeavor 
or emotional fervor will enable a person who does not have the indwelling presence of the Holy 
Spirit to believe that the scriptures are truly the word of God. 
 

John 16:13-15  13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into 
all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he 
speak: and he will shew you things to come.  14  He shall glorify me: for he shall receive 
of mine, and shall shew it unto you.  15  All things that the Father hath are mine: 
therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you. 

 
Jesus describes the work of the Holy Spirit as guiding to, speaking of, and showing forth truth. 
Whatever he reveals as truth will glorify the Son and the Father. It is here where the miraculous 
nature of the spiritual revelation is seen: what we have in the canon today is scripture that has 
been revealed as truth by the Holy Ghost to men throughout the ages (2 Peter 1:21), both in the 
Old and New Testaments. Whatever we read, listen, or see today will be revealed as either 
falsehood or as truth by the Holy Spirit. 
 

1 Corinthians 2:9-14  9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him.  10  But God hath revealed them unto us by 
his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.  11  For what 
man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the 
things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.  12  Now we have 
received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we 
might know the things that are freely given to us of God.  13  Which things also 
we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost 
teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.  14  But the natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither 
can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 
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We commonly use this passage to delineate the natural man from the spiritual man in the work 
of salvation, saying that salvation is by the grace of God in the work of the Spirit of God alone. 
This is truth, but the passage goes deeper to address those things that are taught by men of God. 
It is a key thing to understand: we may only compare “spiritual things with spiritual” and the 
Holy Ghost works alongside the scripture to convict our hearts of spiritual truth and to guard 
our hearts against falsehood (false scriptures and false teachers). So if we are given what is 
proclaimed to us as truth, but the Spirit refuses it, we too must refuse it based upon what is 
already written in the scriptures. 
 

1 John 2:20-29  20 But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all 
things.  21  I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth, but 
because ye know it, and that no lie is of the truth.  22  Who is a liar but he that 
denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son.  23  
Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: (but) he that acknowledgeth 
the Son hath the Father also.  24  Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have 
heard from the beginning. If that which ye have heard from the beginning 
shall remain in you, ye also shall continue in the Son, and in the Father.  25  
And this is the promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life.  26  These things have 
I written unto you concerning them that seduce you.  27  But the anointing which ye 
have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach 
you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is 
no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.  28  And now, little 
children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be 
ashamed before him at his coming.  29  If ye know that he is righteous, ye know that 
every one that doeth righteousness is born of him. 

 
An unction (chrisma): an anointing or smearing with an unguent. God rubs the balm of the Holy 
Ghost into us. He works the Spirit into the flesh of his people until they no longer smell of the 
dying old man, but of the reviving new man. The anointed people of God depend upon the 
working of the Spirit to learn of God and to identify what is of God and Jesus Christ. 
 
Part 6a The whole counsel of God concerning all things necessary for his own glory, man’s 
salvation, faith and life, is either expressly set down or necessarily contained in the Holy 
Scripture: unto which nothing at any time is to be added, whether by new revelation of the 
Spirit, or traditions of men.  
 

2 Timothy 3:15-17  15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy 
scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus.  16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  17  That 
the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 
 

If we are indeed completely prepared by scripture for the good works which God has 
prepared for us in Jesus Christ, why would we have a desire to add to or take away from the 
scripture? Wouldn’t adding to or taking away from the scripture lessen our preparedness for 
the works which God has set before us? 

 
Galatians 1:6-12  6 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you 
into the grace of Christ unto another gospel:  7  Which is not another; but there be 
some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. (Continued)  
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(Galatians 1:6-12 Continued) 8  But though we, or an angel from heaven, 
preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto 
you, let him be accursed.  9  As we said before, so say I now again, If any man 
preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be 
accursed.  10  For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for 
if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.  11  But I certify 
you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man.  
12  For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the 
revelation of Jesus Christ. 

 
We need to remember: Paul is speaking to the first century Christians, those who had the 
apostolic gifts before their eyes, who had witnessed the spread of early Christianity, who 
were they closest to the undiluted truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ and yet, they were 
turned away. Paul writes that any other gospel, other than that revealed by the Holy Ghost, 
is a gospel of man, not of God. Men’s gospel pleases men and elevates men. God’s gospel 
pleases God and glorifies him. Anything proposed to be new revelation must be addressed 
as heresy. 
 
Part 6b Nevertheless, we acknowledge the inward illumination of the Spirit of God to be 
necessary for the saving understanding of such things as are revealed in the Word, and that 
there are some circumstances concerning the worship of God, and government of the church, 
common to human actions and societies, which are to be ordered by the light of nature and 
Christian prudence, according to the general rules of the Word, which are always to be observed.  
 

John 6:45 It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. 
Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto 
me. 

 
Jesus quotes Isaiah 54:13 to explain the manner in which men come to salvation: they are 
taught, they hear, they learn, and they come. It is in the teaching of the scriptures that God’s 
work in the heart of man is revealed. Scripture reveal salvation, but they do not save apart 
from the work of the Holy Spirit.  
 

1 Corinthians 2:9-12 (repeated) 
 

1 Corinthians 11:13-16  13 Judge in yourselves: is it comely that a woman pray 
unto God uncovered?  14  Doth not even nature itself teach you, that, if a man have 
long hair, it is a shame unto him?  15  But if a woman have long hair, it is a glory to 
her: for her hair is given her for a covering.  16  But if any man seem to be 
contentious, we have no such custom, neither the churches of God. 

 
In regards to the way unto salvation, scripture is specific: only by God’s mercy and grace, by 
the blood of Jesus Christ, by the work of the Holy Ghost, are we saved. In regards to the 
practices of the church, scripture must be generally applied, as in the case with the scripture 
referenced regarding head covering. Understanding of this, along with other practices, must 
come by study and prayer. They are to be judged in ourselves. Headcovering is one example. 
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1 Corinthians 14:26  How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one 
of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an 
interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying. 
 
1 Corinthians 14:40 Let all things be done decently and in order. 

 
Order and elements of the congregational meeting are another example. The guideline given by 
Paul is that they all must be done to edify the entire body, in a decent and orderly manner. It is a 
guideline, not specific. Again, these things must be discerned by study and prayer. 
 
Part 7 All things in Scripture are not alike plain in themselves, nor alike clear unto all; yet those 
things which are necessary to be known, believed and observed for salvation, are so clearly 
propounded and opened in some place of Scripture or other, that not only the learned, but the 
unlearned, in a due use of ordinary means, may attain to a sufficient understanding of them.  
 

2 Peter 3:14-18  14  Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be 
diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless. 15 And 
account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved 
brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written 
unto you;  16  As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which 
are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and 
unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own 
destruction.  17  Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, 
beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from 
your own stedfastness.  18  But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 
In chapter 3, Peter describes two things: 1. In the last days (the post-apostolic times) men 
would come who would question whether the Lord would actually return again. 2. The Lord 
would return again and those who are God’s children would continually look unto that day 
with hope and confidence. What is unique in the verses quoted is that Peter refers to Paul’s 
letters to the churches in the same sentence with the same emphasis as “the other 
scriptures”, thus approving his writings as canon. But even more important is Peter’s 
direction to his readers not to get caught up in the things that the “unlearned and unstable” 
spend their time upon (i.e., the signs of the coming of the Lord), but to instead refer to what 
they know already from the scriptures about what they should be doing: growing in grace 
and knowledge. 
 

Psalms 19:7 The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of 
the LORD is sure, making wise the simple. 

 
Psalms 119:128-129  129 Thy testimonies are wonderful: therefore doth my soul 
keep them.  130  The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding 
unto the simple. 

 
Here is the beautiful truth and marvelous power of God’s word: working in concert with the 
Holy Ghost, it makes simple men wise so that they can know their salvation. A man does not 
have to be a biblical scholar to grasp that truth. God will reveal more in time by growth in grace. 


