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“Christ Risen and Ascended” 
 

May 17, 2015 
 
Sermon Text:  Acts 1 
 
Scripture Reading:  Psalm 2 
 
Introduction- 
 
Most of us did not grow up in what 
would be called a liturgical church. In 
fact, as you listen to this definition of 
the word, you will see that a liturgy is 
necessarily present in most any church 
service: 
 
a form or formulary according to 
which public religious worship, 
especially Christian worship, is 
conducted.  
 
Every Lord’s day here we follow a 
liturgy, an order of service.  
Nevertheless when we thing of a 
liturgical church we think of more 
ritual, perhaps the pastor in clerical 
garb, processions and so on. One of the 

common characteristics of the more 
liturgical church, be it Lutheran or 
Presbyterian is the observance of the 
church calendar.  The church calendar 
is a means by which the important 
events in the life of Christ are 
remembered. Some are very intricate 
and detailed with special days to honor 
particular saints added in and so on 
(which practice of course we reject).   
 

• Advent (4 Sunday prior to 
Christmas, announcing the 
advent, coming, of Christ) 

• Christmas 
• Epiphany (manifestation of 

Christ, baptism by John) 
• Ash Wednesday – First day of 

Lent, ashes on forehead 
• Lent – time of fasting in 

preparation for Holy week 
• Holy Week 
• Easter 
• Ascension 
• Pentecost 

 
On the church calendar, this past 
Thursday was Ascension day, marking 
the time after Easter that Christ 
ascended into heaven.  Here it is: 
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Acts 1:1-11  In the first book, O 
Theophilus, I have dealt with all 
that Jesus began to do and teach,  
(2)  until the day when he was 
taken up, after he had given 
commands through the Holy Spirit 
to the apostles whom he had 
chosen.  (3)  He presented himself 
alive to them after his suffering by 
many proofs, appearing to them 
during forty days and speaking 
about the kingdom of God.  (4)  
And while staying with them he 
ordered them not to depart from 
Jerusalem, but to wait for the 
promise of the Father, which, he 
said, "you heard from me;  (5)  for 
John baptized with water, but you 
will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit not many days from now."  
(6)  So when they had come 
together, they asked him, "Lord, 
will you at this time restore the 
kingdom to Israel?"  (7)  He said to 
them, "It is not for you to know 
times or seasons that the Father 
has fixed by his own authority.  (8)  
But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 
and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth."  (9)  And when he had said 
these things, as they were looking 
on, he was lifted up, and a cloud 
took him out of their sight.  (10)  
And while they were gazing into 

heaven as he went, behold, two 
men stood by them in white robes,  
(11)  and said, "Men of Galilee, why 
do you stand looking into heaven? 
This Jesus, who was taken up from 
you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into 
heaven." 

 
We think of the virgin birth, the 
crucifixion, and the resurrection of 
Christ. But for some reason it seems 
that the ascension of Christ is often 
neglected in our thinking and this is a 
mistake because the ascension of 
Christ is of tremendous importance 
and benefit to us. Notice for example 
that in this passage we are encouraged. 
How? Because the angels affirmed to 
the disciples that the second coming of 
Christ would be in the manner they 
just saw Him ascend.  Literal.  In the 
same way. We are going to see it! 
 
Listen to some declarations from the 
reformed confessions and catechisms 
concerning the ascension of Christ, 
and then we will look at some specific 
Scriptures that teach this doctrine. 
Here is the Heidelberg Catechism. It 
gives in Q & A format an elaboration 
upon the Apostles’ Creed: 
 

I believe in God, the Father 
almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth. 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, his only 
Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit 
      and born of the virgin Mary. 
      He suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was 
buried; 
      he descended to hell. 
      The third day he rose again 
from the dead. 
      He ascended to heaven 
      and is seated at the right hand 
of God the Father almighty. 
      From there he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic* church, 
      the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 
      and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
46. Q. What do you confess when you 
say, He ascended into heaven? 
A. That Christ, before the eyes of His 
disciples, was taken up from the earth 
into heaven,[1] and that He is there for 
our benefit[2] until He comes again to 
judge the living and the dead.[3] 

[1] Mark 16:19; Luke 24:50, 51; Acts 
1:9-11. [2] Rom. 8:34; Heb. 4:14; 
7:23-25; 9:24. [3] Matt. 24:30; Acts 
1:11. 

47. Q. Is Christ, then, not with us until 
the end of the world, as He has 
promised us?[1] A. Christ is true man 
and true God. With respect to His 
human nature He is no longer on 
earth,[2] but with respect to His 
divinity, majesty, grace, and Spirit He 
is never absent from us.[3] 
[1] Matt. 28:20. [2] Matt. 26:11; John 
16:28; 17:11; Acts 3:19-21; Heb. 8:4. 
[3] Matt. 28:18-20; John 14:16-19; 
16:13. 

48. Q. But are the two natures in Christ 
not separated from each other if His 
human nature is not present wherever 
His divinity is? 
A. Not at all, for His divinity has no 
limits and is present everywhere.[1] So 
it must follow that His divinity is 
indeed beyond the human nature which 
He has taken on and nevertheless is 
within this human nature and remains 
personally united with it.[2] 
[1] Jer. 23:23, 24; Acts 7:48, 49. [2] 
John 1:14; 3:13; Col. 2:9. 

49. Q. How does Christ's ascension 
into heaven benefit us? 
A. First, He is our Advocate in heaven 
before His Father.[1] Second, we have 
our flesh in heaven as a sure pledge 
that He, our Head, will also take us, 
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His members, up to Himself.[2] Third, 
He sends us His Spirit as a counter-
pledge,[3] by whose power we seek 
the things that are above, where Christ 
is, seated at the right hand of God, and 
not the things that are on earth.[4] 
[1] Rom. 8:34; I John 2:1. [2] John 
14:2; 17:24; Eph. 2:4-6. [3] John 
14:16; Acts 2:33; II Cor. 1:21, 22; 
5:5. [4] Col. 3:1-4. 

 
50. Q. Why is it added, And sits at the 
right hand of God? 
A. Christ ascended into heaven to 
manifest Himself there as Head of His 
Church,[1] through whom the Father 
governs all things.[2] 
[1] Eph. 1:20-23; Col. 1:18. [2] Matt. 
28:18; John 5:22, 23. 

 
51. Q. How does the glory of Christ, 
our Head, benefit 
us?                                                         
A. First, by His Holy Spirit He pours 
out heavenly gifts upon us, His 
members.[1] Second, by His power He 
defends and preserves us against all 
enemies.[2] 
 
You begin to see that there are many 
blessings and benefits given us that are 
due to Christ’s ascension and 
exaltation to the Father’s right hand! 
 
And here it is again in the Westminster 
Larger Catechism: 

Q. 53. How was Christ exalted in 
his ascension? 
A. Christ was exalted in his 
ascension, in that having after his 
resurrection often appeared unto 
and conversed with his apostles, 
speaking to them of the things 
pertaining to the kingdom of God, 
and giving them commission to 
preach the gospel to all nations, 
forty days after his resurrection, he, 
in our nature, and as our head, 
triumphing over enemies, visibly 
went up into the highest heavens, 
there to receive gifts for men, to 
raise up our affections thither [ie, 
“to that place], and to prepare a 
place for us, where himself is, and 
shall continue till his second 
coming at the end of the world. 

Q. 54. How is Christ exalted in his 
sitting at the right hand of God? 
A. Christ is exalted in his sitting at 
the right hand of God, in that as 
God-man he is advanced to the 
highest favor with God the Father, 
with all fullness of joy, glory, and 
power over all things in heaven and 
earth; and doth gather and defend 
his church, and subdue their 
enemies; furnisheth his ministers 
and people with gifts and graces, 
and maketh intercession for them. 

Q. 55. How doth Christ make 
intercession? 
A. Christ maketh intercession, by 
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his appearing in our nature 
continually before the Father in 
heaven, in the merit of his 
obedience and sacrifice on earth, 
declaring his will to have it applied 
to all believers; answering all 
accusations against them, and 
procuring for them quiet of 
conscience, notwithstanding daily 
failings, access with boldness to 
the throne of grace, and 
acceptance of their persons and 
services. 

Q. 56. How is Christ to be exalted 
in his coming again to judge the 
world? 
A. Christ is to be exalted in his 
coming again to judge the world, in 
that he, who was unjustly judged 
and condemned by wicked men, 
shall come again at the last day in 
great power, and in the full 
manifestation of his own glory, and 
of his Father's, with all his holy 
angels, with a shout, with the voice 
of the archangel, and with the 
trumpet of God, to judge the world 
in righteousness. 

Now all of that is quite good news!  
Listen to the Belgic Confession, article 
26- 

Article 26: The Intercession of 
Christ 

We believe that we have no access 
to God 

except through the one and only 
Mediator and Intercessor, 
"Jesus Christ the righteous,"63 
who 
therefore was made human, 
uniting together the divine and 
human natures, 
so that we human beings might 
have access to the divine Majesty. 
Otherwise we would have no 
access. 

But this Mediator, 
whom the Father has appointed 
between himself and us, 
ought not terrify us by his 
greatness, 
so that we have to look for another 
one, 
according to our fancy. 
For neither in heaven nor among 
the creatures on earth 
is there anyone who loves us 
more than Jesus Christ does. 
Although he was "in the form of 
God," 
Christ nevertheless "emptied 
himself," 
taking "human form" and "the form 
of a slave" for us;64 
and he made himself "like his 
brothers and sisters 
in every respect."65 

Suppose we had to find another 
intercessor. 
Who would love us more than he 
who gave his life for us, 
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even though "we were his 
enemies"?66 
And suppose we had to find one 
who has prestige and power. 
Who has as much of these as he 
who is seated 
at the right hand of the Father,67 
and who has "all authority 
in heaven and on earth"?68 
And who will be heard more readily 
than God's own dearly beloved 
Son? 

So, the practice of honoring the 
saints as intercessors 
in fact dishonors them 
because of its misplaced faith. 
That was something the saints 
never did nor asked for, 
but which in keeping with their 
duty, 
as appears from their writings, 
they consistently refused. 

We should not plead here 
that we are unworthy— 
for it is not a question of offering 
our prayers 
on the basis of our own dignity 
but only on the basis of the 
excellence and dignity 
of Jesus Christ, 
whose righteousness is ours by 
faith. 

Since the apostle for good reason 
wants us to get rid of this foolish 
fear— 
or rather, this unbelief— 

he says to us that Jesus Christ 
was made like "his brothers and 
sisters in every respect, 
that he might be a merciful and 
faithful high priest" 
to purify the sins of the people.69 
For since he suffered, 
being tempted, 
he is also able to help those 
who are tempted.70 

And further, 
to encourage us more 
to approach him 
he says, 
"Since, then, we have a great high 
priest 
who has passed through the 
heavens, 
Jesus, the Son of God, 
let us hold fast to our confession. 
For we do not have a high priest 
who is unable to sympathize with 
our weaknesses, 
but we have one who in every 
respect has been tempted, 
as we are, 
yet without sin. 
Let us therefore approach 
the throne of grace 
with boldness, 
so that we may receive mercy 
and find grace, 
to help in time of need."71 

The same apostle says that 
we "have confidence to enter the 
sanctuary 
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by the blood of Jesus." 
"Let us approach with a true heart 
in full assurance of faith...."72 

Likewise, 
Christ "holds his priesthood 
permanently…. 
Consequently, he is able for all 
time to save 
those who approach God through 
him, 
since he always lives 
to make intercession for them."73 

What more do we need? 
For Christ himself declares: 
"I am the way, and the truth, and 
the life. 
No one comes to the Father 
except through me."74 
Why should we seek 
another intercessor? 

Since it has pleased God 
to give us the Son as our 
Intercessor, 
let us not leave him for another— 
or rather seek, without ever finding. 
For, when giving Christ to us, 
God knew well that we were 
sinners. 

Therefore, 
in following the command of Christ 
we call on the heavenly Father 
through Christ, 
our only Mediator, 
as we are taught by the Lord's 
Prayer, 

being assured that we shall obtain 
all we ask of the Father 
in his name. 

63 1 John 2:1 
64 Phil. 2:6-8 
65 Heb. 2:17 
66 Rom. 5:10 
67 Rom. 8:34; Heb. 1:3 
68 Matt. 28:18 
69 Heb. 2:17 
70 Heb. 2:18 
71 Heb. 4:14-16 
72 Heb. 10:19, 22 
73 Heb. 7:24-25 
74 John 14:6 

************************* 

Let’s look directly then at some of 
these Scriptures which teach us these 
things concerning the ascension of 
Jesus Christ to the Father: 

Pentecost and the Coming of the 
Spirit 

Jesus had said “I will come to you.”  
He would not leave His people as 
orphans.  To do this, He had to go back 
to the Father, and then this is what 
happened: 

Acts 2:1-38  When the day of 
Pentecost arrived, they were all 
together in one place.  (2)  And 
suddenly there came from heaven a 
sound like a mighty rushing wind, 
and it filled the entire house where 
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they were sitting.  (3)  And divided 
tongues as of fire appeared to them 
and rested on each one of them.  
(4)  And they were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit and began to speak 
in other tongues as the Spirit gave 
them utterance.  (5)  Now there 
were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, 
devout men from every nation 
under heaven.  (6)  And at this 
sound the multitude came together, 
and they were bewildered, because 
each one was hearing them speak 
in his own language.  (7)  And they 
were amazed and astonished, 
saying, "Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans?  (8)  And how 
is it that we hear, each of us in his 
own native language?  (9)  
Parthians and Medes and Elamites 
and residents of Mesopotamia, 
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia,  (10)  Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the parts of Libya 
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors 
from Rome,  (11)  both Jews and 
proselytes, Cretans and Arabians--
we hear them telling in our own 
tongues the mighty works of God."  
(12)  And all were amazed and 
perplexed, saying to one another, 
"What does this mean?"  (13)  But 
others mocking said, "They are 
filled with new wine."  (14)  But 
Peter, standing with the eleven, 
lifted up his voice and addressed 
them: "Men of Judea and all who 
dwell in Jerusalem, let this be 

known to you, and give ear to my 
words.  (15)  For these people are 
not drunk, as you suppose, since it 
is only the third hour of the day.  
(16)  But this is what was uttered 
through the prophet Joel:  (17)  
"'And in the last days it shall be, 
God declares, that I will pour out 
my Spirit on all flesh, and your 
sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, and your young men 
shall see visions, and your old men 
shall dream dreams;  (18)  even on 
my male servants and female 
servants in those days I will pour 
out my Spirit, and they shall 
prophesy.  (19)  And I will show 
wonders in the heavens above and 
signs on the earth below, blood, 
and fire, and vapor of smoke;  (20)  
the sun shall be turned to darkness 
and the moon to blood, before the 
day of the Lord comes, the great 
and magnificent day.  (21)  And it 
shall come to pass that everyone 
who calls upon the name of the 
Lord shall be saved.'  (22)  "Men of 
Israel, hear these words: Jesus of 
Nazareth, a man attested to you by 
God with mighty works and 
wonders and signs that God did 
through him in your midst, as you 
yourselves know--  (23)  this Jesus, 
delivered up according to the 
definite plan and foreknowledge of 
God, you crucified and killed by the 
hands of lawless men.  (24)  God 
raised him up, loosing the pangs of 
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death, because it was not possible 
for him to be held by it.  (25)  For 
David says concerning him, "'I saw 
the Lord always before me, for he is 
at my right hand that I may not be 
shaken;  (26)  therefore my heart 
was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 
my flesh also will dwell in hope.  
(27)  For you will not abandon my 
soul to Hades, or let your Holy One 
see corruption.  (28)  You have 
made known to me the paths of 
life; you will make me full of 
gladness with your presence.'  (29)  
"Brothers, I may say to you with 
confidence about the patriarch 
David that he both died and was 
buried, and his tomb is with us to 
this day.  (30)  Being therefore a 
prophet, and knowing that God had 
sworn with an oath to him that he 
would set one of his descendants 
on his throne,  (31)  he foresaw and 
spoke about the resurrection of the 
Christ, that he was not abandoned 
to Hades, nor did his flesh see 
corruption.  (32)  This Jesus God 
raised up, and of that we all are 
witnesses.  (33)  Being therefore 
exalted at the right hand of God, 
and having received from the 
Father the promise of the Holy 
Spirit, he has poured out this that 
you yourselves are seeing and 
hearing.  (34)  For David did not 
ascend into the heavens, but he 
himself says, "'The Lord said to my 
Lord, Sit at my right hand,  (35)  

until I make your enemies your 
footstool.'  (36)  Let all the house of 
Israel therefore know for certain 
that God has made him both Lord 
and Christ, this Jesus whom you 
crucified."  (37)  Now when they 
heard this they were cut to the 
heart, and said to Peter and the rest 
of the apostles, "Brothers, what 
shall we do?"  (38)  And Peter said 
to them, "Repent and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins, and you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Christ has come to us, and it was 
necessary for Him to first ascend into 
heaven before this could happen.  By 
the Holy Spirit, Christ has come to us 
as never before, dwelling in and with 
each of His people.  This was an 
entirely new and tremendous advance 
in the nature of the Temple.   God 
drawing nearer and nearer and nearer 
to us.   

Now, listen to Hebrews speak even 
more about the significance of Christ’s 
ascension and exaltation to heaven: 

Hebrews 8:1-13  Now the point in 
what we are saying is this: we 
have such a high priest, one 
who is seated at the right hand 
of the throne of the Majesty in 
heaven,  (2)  a minister in the 
holy places, in the true tent 
that the Lord set up, not man.  
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(3)  For every high priest is 
appointed to offer gifts and 
sacrifices; thus it is necessary for 
this priest also to have something 
to offer.  (4)  Now if he were on 
earth, he would not be a priest 
at all, since there are priests 
who offer gifts according to 
the law.  (5)  They serve a copy 
and shadow of the heavenly things. 
For when Moses was about to erect 
the tent, he was instructed by God, 
saying, "See that you make 
everything according to the pattern 
that was shown you on the 
mountain."  (6)  But as it is, 
Christ has obtained a ministry 
that is as much more excellent 
than the old as the covenant 
he mediates is better, since it 
is enacted on better promises.  
(7)  For if that first covenant had 
been faultless, there would have 
been no occasion to look for a 
second.  (8)  For he finds fault with 
them when he says: "Behold, the 
days are coming, declares the Lord, 
when I will establish a new 
covenant with the house of Israel 
and with the house of Judah,  (9)  
not like the covenant that I made 
with their fathers on the day when I 
took them by the hand to bring 
them out of the land of Egypt. For 
they did not continue in my 
covenant, and so I showed no 
concern for them, declares the 
Lord.  (10)  For this is the covenant 

that I will make with the house of 
Israel after those days, declares the 
Lord: I will put my laws into 
their minds, and write them 
on their hearts, and I will be 
their God, and they shall be 
my people.  (11)  And they 
shall not teach, each one his 
neighbor and each one his 
brother, saying, 'Know the 
Lord,' for they shall all know 
me, from the least of them to 
the greatest.  (12)  For I will be 
merciful toward their 
iniquities, and I will 
remember their sins no 
more."  (13)  In speaking of a new 
covenant, he makes the first one 
obsolete. And what is becoming 
obsolete and growing old is ready 
to vanish away. 

See it?  Christ ascended to OUR 
eternal home.  He is our 
forerunner. His sanctuary is the 
real one – eternal and it is in the 
heavens, NOT here on earth which 
is just temporal and not able to 
deal with sin. In this New Covenant 
and the New Temple, we have 
eternal forgiveness of sins!   

That is to say, Christ has preceded 
us and we are going to follow.  He 
is going to come again just as He 
ascended, to get us! 

John 14:1-3  "Let not your hearts be 
troubled. Believe in God; believe 
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also in me.  (2)  In my Father's 
house are many rooms. If it were 
not so, would I have told you that I 
go to prepare a place for you?  (3)  
And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and will take 
you to myself, that where I am you 
may be also. 

In My Father’s house!  That is OUR 
Father and that is OUR house and 
that is where we are headed.  Christ 
is our surety of it.  In Him we know 
we are already accepted by the 
Father.   

So the message announced to those 
disciples on that Ascension Day so 
long ago is the same message 
announced to us now:  This world 
is not our real home. If it were, 
Jesus would have remained here. 
It is there, with the Father.  
Christ’s ascension serves to draw 
our hearts away from this world 
and set them longing for the Day 
when: 

1 Corinthians 15:50-58  I tell you 
this, brothers: flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God, 
nor does the perishable inherit the 
imperishable.  (51)  Behold! I tell 
you a mystery. We shall not all 
sleep, but we shall all be changed,  
(52)  in a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, at the last trumpet. For 
the trumpet will sound, and the 
dead will be raised imperishable, 

and we shall be changed.  (53)  For 
this perishable body must put on 
the imperishable, and this mortal 
body must put on immortality.  
(54)  When the perishable puts on 
the imperishable, and the mortal 
puts on immortality, then shall 
come to pass the saying that is 
written: "Death is swallowed up in 
victory."  (55)  "O death, where is 
your victory? O death, where is 
your sting?"  (56)  The sting of 
death is sin, and the power of sin is 
the law.  (57)  But thanks be to 
God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
(58)  Therefore, my beloved 
brothers, be steadfast, immovable, 
always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, knowing that in the Lord 
your labor is not in vain. 

 

 

 

 


