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A Growing Church 

Acts 2:36-47 

 36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God 

has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you 

crucified." 

 37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to 

Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" 

 38 And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of 

you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, 

and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise 

is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, 

everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself." 

 40 And with many other words he bore witness and continued to 

exhort them, saying, "Save yourselves from this crooked 

generation." 

 41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were 

added that day about three thousand souls. 42 And they devoted 

themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers. 

 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs 

were being done through the apostles. 44 And all who believed 

were together and had all things in common. 45 And they were 

selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the 

proceeds to all, as any had need. 

 46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking 

bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and 

generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the 

people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who 

were being saved. 

 

How Does Jesus Build His Church? 

 Genuine church growth can only be generated by the Holy 

Spirit 

 the Holy Spirit uses humans to announce and preach the 

Gospel 

 the Holy Spirit makes our lives living illustrations of the 

power of the Gospel 

 Getting things off track 

 doing things "man's way" and defaulting to "common 

sense" rather than doing things God's way 

 the Bible has a clear-cut plan and pattern for church 

growth 

The Growth of the Early Church 

 Acts 2:41, 4:4, 5:14 speak of explosive church growth 

 Persecution causes the church to scatter which leads to the 

spread of Gospel preaching in other nations and regions 

 What were the most prominent elements or features the 

Holy Spirit was using to bring saving faith in Jesus Christ to 

so many people? (Acts 2:42) 

 devoted to the apostles' teaching 

 devoted to the fellowship 

 devoted to the breaking of bread 

 devoted to prayer 



 The early church proclaimed a transcendent message 

 the Gospel has been a "hard sell" in every century 

 when it comes to the human heart, nothing is different in 

the 21st century than it was in the 1st century 

 The early church proclaimed the Gospel to the very people 

who had rejected and crucified Jesus! 

 offensive to Jews (a stumbling block) 

 folly to Gentiles (a message of foolishness) 

 Persecution does not stop the church from growing (Acts 

4:3-4) 

 We must never back away from the pure, simple Gospel of 

salvation by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone 

 The early church was devoted to the fellowship 

 the fellowship = blood bought children of Jesus Christ 

 when unbelievers came in contact with the fellowship, 

they experienced awe: a trembling fear, a sense of terror 

 though the fellowship leaves unbelievers feeling 

uncomfortable, the Holy Spirit uses this "dis-ease" to 

bring others into the church 

The Purity of the Early Church 

 The purity of the early church was an important platform for 

its growth (Acts 5) 

 Ananias and Sapphira lie and die 

 could something so startling and shocking really lead to 

"church growth"? 

 Acts 5:14  ...more than ever believers were added to the 

Lord, multitudes of both men and women... 

 When God moves in and deals with sin in the lives of His 

people, His church grows 

 "The vitality of a congregation is not found in its size or in 

its programs or budget.  The vitality of a congregation is 

found in its fulfillment of God’s purpose for the church." 

Glenn Damen in Shepherding the Small Church 

Personal Application 

1. The early church was devoted to the apostles' teaching, the 

fellowship, the breaking of bread (i.e. The Lord's Supper) 

and to prayer. How devoted are you to each of these? How 

does your devotion show itself? To which (if any) of these 

do you need to become more devoted? How will you do 

that? 

2. How is the Holy Spirit working in your life to make you a 

living illustration of the power of the Gospel? 

3. The Gospel has been a "hard sell" in every century. What 

difficulties or opposition do you face in announcing the 

Gospel to others? What do you need to do to grow stronger 

in your ability face these obstacles "head on"? 

4. Do you think God is as concerned with purity in today's 

church as He was in the case of Ananias and Sapphira in 

Acts 5? Are you aware of any way(s) in which you are 

holding the church back when it comes to the issue of 

purity?  


