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Gospel of John 

John 1:1-18 Prologue
Focus v12-13

All Bible Verses are in the ESV Version (unless noted)

© 2001–2016 Crossway. 

All rights reserved. 

All emphasis added/insertions are mine
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John 1:1-8
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the 
beginning with God. 3All things were made through 
him, and without him was not any thing made that 
was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light 
of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness about 
the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was 
not the light, but came to bear witness about the 
light.
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John 1:9-13
The true light, which gives light to everyone, was 

coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and 

the world was made through him, yet the world did 

not know him. 11He came to his own, and his own 

people did not receive him. 12But to all who did 

receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the 

right to become children of God, 13who were born, 

not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 

will of man, but of God.
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John 1:14-18 
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 

and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son 

from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15(John 

bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he 

of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks 

before me, because he was before me.’”) 16For 

from his fullness we have all received, grace upon 

grace. 17For the law was given through Moses; 

grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No 

one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the 

Father’s side, he has made him known.
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V4 In Him was life and the life was the light of men

• V5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 

not comprehend it (NASB)

• V10 He was in the world…yet the world did not know him

• V11 He came to his own people, and his own people did 

not receive him 

Left alone, why does all mankind reject Jesus? Darkness 

• Ephesians 5:7-8 Therefore do not become partners with 

them; 8 for at one time you were darkness, but now you 

are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light
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V12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name:

What does John mean by “receive him?” 

1) Leads to eternal life, reconciliation, adoption-End v12“But those 
who did receive him..he gave the right to become children of God”

2) To “receive him” is being contrasted with those in V5-11

– “did not comprehend”, “did not know”, “did not receive”

– To receive: is to comprehend, is to know (personally Lord & 
Savior) 

• Receive the truth (gospel)  concerning the One you are 
receiving (Rom 10:13-17)

3) Who did receive him, who believed in his name 

– To receive is to believe (In his name)-Faith in Jesus (Object of 
our faith is Jesus Christ)

– Who is Jesus? God, Christ, Son of God, Creator

– Ephesians 2:8-9 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this 
is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9not a result of works, so that no 
one may boast. 7



He gave the right to become children of God:

Adoption: 

Galatians 3:26-29  in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 27 For 

as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is 

neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, 

for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ's, then you are 

Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise.

1 John 3:1-3 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be 

called children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us 

is that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we 

will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like 

him, because we shall see him as he is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes in him 

purifies himself as he is pure.

Romans 8:14-17 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For 

you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received 

the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16The Spirit 

himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if 

children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer 

with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.
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V13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will 

of man, but of God 

They were born: (3 Negatives-That did NOT bring about the birth John is 

speaking of, which differentiates them) 

-Not of blood

-Nor of the will of flesh

-Nor of the will of man

What is clear is John is making sure that everyone knows that in no way 

whatsoever do believers derive their birth from natural, physical or 

biological causes

John 3:6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of 

the Spirit is spirit.

What then causes this birth John speaks of? End v13 but of God 
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What happens in the new birth? (John 3 Work of the Holy Spirit) 

Ezekiel 36:22-31 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all 
your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26And I will give 
you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart 
of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27And I will put my Spirit 
within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my 
rules…v31 Then you will remember your evil ways, and your deeds that were not 
good, and you will loathe yourselves for your iniquities and your abominations.

What comes first? Faith/Receiving or Being born of God (Regeneration)?

1 John 5:1 Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God

• believes (present tense /active voice)

• is born (perfect tense /passive voice)

If God determines who is born from above (regenerated), how does He determine 
who is born again? 

• John 3:7-8 Do not be amazed that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 
The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know 
where it comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the 
Spirit.” (Eph 1:3-6)
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