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SERMON:  The More Excellent Way, Part 3
TEXT:  1 Corinthians 13:1-7

Introduction

  A.  Most of us are familiar with the biblical truth that ...

2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for

training in righteousness;

  B.  Ask evangelical Christians what chapters of the Bible are filled with very strong rebuke, they might say    
think of Genesis 3 or Galatians 3.

Genesis 3:17 Then to Adam He said, "Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten from

the tree about which I commanded you, saying, 'You shall not eat from it'; cursed is the ground because of you; In

toil you will eat of it all the days of your life.  "Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you; and you will eat the 18

plants of the field;  By the sweat of your face you will eat bread, till you return to the ground, because from it you 19

were taken; For you are dust, and to dust you shall return."

Galatians 3:1 You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly

portrayed as crucified?  This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of 2

the Law, or by hearing with faith?  Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by 3

the flesh?

  C.  But it is probably safe to say that very few believers today would ever consider the much loved (and rightly  
  loved) 13  chapter of 1 Corinthians as being full of strong reproof and correction.  Yet once read and    th

studied within its context, what is known as “the love chapter” might also rightly be called “the    
rebuke chapter,” for in all three of its segments Christ’s apostle chastises the Corinthians for their    
lovelessness.

      1.  We saw in verses 1-3 that Paul undercuts their false notion that spirituality is measured by the gifts of the 
  Spirit rather than by the fruit if the Spirit, the primary fruit being love.  Without love, they are not    

spiritual, they are nothing.   Without love, their ministry gifts of tongues, prophecy, knowledge, faith,    
giving, etc. profit them nothing, give them no share in Jesus, no eternal reward.

1 Corinthians 13:1 If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy

gong or a clanging cymbal.  If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I 2

have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.  And if I give all my possessions to 3

feed the poor, and if I surrender my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing.

      2.  In verses 8-13 Paul not too subtly tells them to grow up, when he says ...

1 Corinthians 13:11 W hen I was a child, I used to speak like a child, think like a child, reason like a child; when

I became a man, I did away with childish things.

      3.  And in this middle segment, verses 4-7, it is ironic that while Paul is praising the nature of love, he is at   
the same time blaming the Corinthians for failing to love.  The 8 things Paul mentions that love is not    
is exactly what he has already in this letter charged the Corinthians with being - jealous, boastful,    
arrogant, self-centered, quarrelsome, etc.

1 Corinthians 13:4 Love ... is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant,  does not act 5

unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, 6

does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth;

  D.  Last week in verse 4 we saw how love is patient and kind, because God, Who is love, is patient and kind.
So today as we continue to digest this Word of God describing the nature of love, be reminded that we    



are in this Word beholding the very nature of the God, the very person of Christ, Who is God.  And we    
  are holding up Christ for us to behold in order that we might continually put our faith in Him as Lord     

and Savior, a faith that imitates Him through the Spirit’s fruit of love.  The goal of our teaching is that of 
   Christ’s apostle Paul, who wrote ...

1 Timothy 1:5 But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere

faith.

I.  Love is not jealous

1 Corinthians 13:4 Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant,

  A.  Paul says this, not merely to teach what love is not, but to rebuke the Corinthians for what they are -     
jealous, and therefore, bearing false witness to the nature of Christ, into whose image they are being    
restored.

1 Corinthians 3:1 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to infants in

Christ.  I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are 2

not yet able,  for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and 3

are you not walking like mere men?

  B.  The Greek verb used here (zaloo) means to burn or boil, and is used metaphorically ...

      1. ... in some other contexts means  “to be zealous”

1 Corinthians 12:31 But earnestly desire (zaloo) the greater gifts. And I show you a still more excellent way.

      2. ... in this context means “to be jealous,” “to burn with envy”

1 Corinthians 13:4 Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous (zaloo); love does not brag and is not arrogant

  C.  Where jealousy exists, love does not.  Unlike jealousy, love does not begrudge God’s bestowal of status,    
ministry, honor, and blessing upon others or upon the children of others (parents beware!).  Jealousy is     
not merely the absence of love but the presence of hatred.  Regardless of the jealous one’s emotions,     
jealousy is functional hatred.  E.g., ...

      1.  Joseph’s brothers were jealous of him, initially plotting to murder him, eventually selling him into    
slavery.

Genesis 37:3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his sons, because he was the son of his old age; and he

made him a varicolored tunic. His brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers; and so they 4 

hated him and could not speak to him on friendly terms. Then Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his 5 

brothers, they hated him even more. ... His brothers were jealous of him , but his father kept the saying in 11 

mind. Then his brothers went to pasture their father's flock in Shechem. ... W hen they saw him from a distance12  18 

and before he came close to them, they plotted against him to put him to death. 

Acts 7:9 "The patriarchs became jealous of Joseph and sold him into Egypt. Yet God was with him,

      2.  The Jewish leadership handed Jesus over to be crucified because of envy.

Matthew 27:17 So when the people gathered together, Pilate said to them, "W hom do you want me to release for

you? Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?"  For he knew that because of envy they had handed Him 18

over.  ...  But the governor said to them, "W hich of the two do you want me to release for you?" And they said,21

"Barabbas."  Pilate said to them, "Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?" They all said, "Crucify 22

Him!"



      3.  The high priest and Sadducees were filled with jealousy toward the apostles and imprisoned them.  

Acts 5:17 But the high priest rose up, along with all his associates (that is the sect of the Sadducees), and they

were filled with jealousy.  They laid hands on the apostles and put them in a public jail. 18

      2.  The Jews in Thessalonica were jealous of Paul and Silas and formed a mob to riot against them.

Acts 17:4 And some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, along with a large number of the God-

fearing Greeks and a number of the leading women.  But the Jews, becoming jealous and taking along some 5

wicked men from the market place, formed a mob and set the city in an uproar; and attacking the house of Jason,

they were seeking to bring them out to the people.

      3.  Some, wanting to distress Paul in his Roman imprisonment, preached Christ out of envy versus love.

Philippians 1:15 Some, to be sure, are preaching Christ even from envy and strife, but some also from good will; 16

the latter do it out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel;  the former proclaim Christ 17

out of selfish ambition rather than from pure motives, thinking to cause me distress in my imprisonment.

      4.  Paul appears to link envy with hatred.

Titus 3:3 For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures,

spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another.

      5.  Jealousy does not come from the Spirit of wisdom, it belongs to the demonic.

James 3:14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie

against the truth.  This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly, natural, demonic. 15

      6.  So those who live unrepentantly with jealousy in their heart will not inherit the kingdom of God.  So for
Christ to inspire Paul to reprove the Corinthians for their jealousy is an act of love and kindness.

  
Galatians 5:19 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality,  idolatry, 20

sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions,  envying, drunkenness, 21

carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who practice

such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

  D.  There is a kind of jealousy that does come from the Spirit of God, what Paul calls a “godly jealousy.”

      1.  God is jealous for His own glory, for the glory of His only Son, Jesus Christ.

Exodus 34:14 -- for you shall not worship any other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous

God--

Isaiah 42:8 "I am the LORD, that is My name; I will not give My glory to another, Nor My praise to graven

images.

a.  If God would step aside and give His glory as God to any created being or thing, it would mean ruin,   
 death, and hopelessness for the world.  What future would we have if our destinies were left to    

the glory of any other’s love, mercy, wisdom, power?

b.  The most loving thing God can do for his creation is to insist that He be God, is to be jealous for His   
Name and the Name of His only Son, Jesus Christ.  It is only by His being and remaining God,     

 exalted above all, that we have any hope of eternal life and endless glory with Christ.

      2.  So the one kind of jealousy we are to have is not a jealousy for our own or our children’s exaltation, but a 
  jealousy for God the Father, Son, and Spirit to be honored and exalted above all forever.  E.g., look at      
       Phinehas and Paul, jealous for the Lord’s preeminence in the hearts and lives of His people.



Numbers 25:11 "Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, has turned away My wrath from the

sons of Israel in that he was jealous with My jealousy among them, so that I did not destroy the sons of Israel in

My jealousy.  "Therefore say, 'Behold, I give him My covenant of peace;  and it shall be for him and his 12  13

descendants after him, a covenant of a perpetual priesthood, because he was jealous for his God and made

atonement for the sons of Israel.'"

2 Corinthians 11:2 For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, so that to

Christ I might present you as a pure virgin.  But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, 3

your minds will be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.

II.  Love does not brag.

1 Corinthians 13:4 Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant,

  A.   The Greek verb “perpereuomai” meaning  “to brag” or “to play the braggart” is used only here in the NT.
Bragging involves taking honor for ourselves that belongs to the Lord.  Bragging also involves seeking   
an elevated status above others, a spirit of triumphalism over others.  If we loved the Lord and others, we 

  wouldn’t brag in order to elevate ourselves above Him and/or others.

  B.  The reason Paul writes that love does not brag is not merely to teach what love is not, but to reprove the    
Corinthians for what they are - braggarts.  They brag as though they were the source of their wisdom,    
knowledge, and spiritual gifts.

  C.  We have a saying in this country, “If you can back it up it ain’t bragging.”  But even if you can “back it    
up,” it is still bragging, it is still self-elevation above God and others.

  D.  Bragging is the practice of functional atheism, even among confessional theists.  Our mouths speak from 
what fills the heart - we don’t believe God gave us our looks, our athletic ability, our intelligence, our
opportunities for career advancement, our ministries, etc.  Paul has already rebuked the Corinthians for   
this functional atheism in chapter 4, when he writes ...

1 Corinthians 4:7 For who regards you as superior? What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did

receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?

III.  Love is not arrogant.

1 Corinthians 13:4 Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant,

  A.  The Greek verb “phusioo” meaning to be arrogant, is used 7 times in the NT, all by Paul, and 6 of those    
times he uses to describe and rebuke the Corinthians - they obviously have a problem with arrogance.

  B.  Arrogance is an inflated (puffed up) attitude of self-assured superiority, of unteachable pride, indifferent to  
 the well-being of others or the cause of Christ.  Paul, on behalf of Jesus Christ, hammers repeatedly on    

the incompatibility of love with arrogance.  Love respects the value and well-being of others and the     
progress of God’s purposes, while arrogance is obsessed with the promotion and superior status of self.

1 Corinthians 4:6 Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively applied to myself and Apollos for your sakes, so

that in us you may learn not to exceed what is written, so that no one of you will become arrogant in behalf of one

against the other. For who regards you as superior? 7 

1 Corinthians 4:18 Now some have become arrogant, as though I were not coming to you. But I will come to you 19 

soon, if the Lord wills, and I shall find out, not the words of those who are arrogant but their power.

1 Corinthians 5:2 You have become arrogant and have not mourned instead, so that the one who had done this
deed would be removed from your midst.



1 Corinthians 8:1 Now concerning things sacrificed to idols, we know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge
makes arrogant, but love edifies.

   

Conclusion

  A.  To have a love like Christ’s, absent of jealousy, bragging, arrogance, to have a godly jealousy for His honor 
  and glory, we need His grace to purify our souls.  We need to die unto self and live unto Him.

1 Peter 1:22 Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren,

fervently love one another from the heart,

  B.  We need to pray for ourselves, our family members, our fellow believers, ...

Philippians 1:9 And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and all

discernment,  so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless 10

until the day of Christ;  having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus 11

Christ, to the glory and praise of God.
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