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SERMON:  The More Excellent Way, Part 5
TEXT: 1 John 3:10-18;  1 Corinthians 13:4-7

Introduction

    A.  In verses 4-7 of 1 Corinthians 13, as we study the nature of love, we are in fact studying the nature of   
God, Who is love, and studying the nature of Jesus Christ, Who is God.  Everything love is, the Lord is,
and everything love is not, the Son of God is not.   

  B.  Those who possess the Spirit of Christ belong to Him, and those who belong to the Son of God are      
predestined to be conformed to His image by His Spirit’s power.

Romans 8:8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.  However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, 9

if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to

Him.

Romans 8:29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son,

so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren;

  C.  So pray that Christ’s Spirit would grow our appetite to love increasingly as Jesus loves.

I.  13:6  Love rejoices, not in unrighteousness, but with the truth.

1 Corinthians 13:6 does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth;

  A.  Love does not enjoy practicing unrighteousness.

      1.  God does not take pleasure in wickedness - aren’t we glad?

Psalm 5:4 For You are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness; No evil dwells with You.

      2.  Those conformed to the image of Christ and therefore, to His love, take no pleasure in wickedness, but    
love to practice the truth.  Those who love darkness have no share in Christ.

John 3:19 "This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than

the Light, for their deeds were evil.  "For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light 20

for fear that his deeds will be exposed.  "But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, so that his deeds 21

may be manifested as having been wrought in God."

2 Thessalonians 2:12 in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in
wickedness.

  B.  Love does not enjoy seeing others practice unrighteousness.

      1.  Love is not entertained by the unrighteous actions and attitudes of others.  E.g., some parents in our    
region enjoy throwing illegal alcoholic parties for their high school youth and friends.

1 Peter 4:3  For the time already past is sufficient for you to have carried out the desire of the Gentiles, having

pursued a course of sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, carousing, drinking parties and abominable idolatries.

 In all this, they are surprised that you do not run with them into the same excesses of dissipation, and they4

malign you;

      2.  But not parents who love their children - they discipline them when disobeying the truth.

Proverbs 13:24 He who withholds his rod hates his son, but he who loves him disciplines him diligently.



  C.  Love does not enjoy seeing unrighteousness harm, ruin, destroy others.

      1.  God does not take pleasure in the destruction of the wicked.

Ezekiel 18:23 "Do I have any pleasure in the death of the wicked," declares the Lord GOD, "rather than that he

should turn from his ways and live?

Ezekiel 33:11 "Say to them, 'As I live!' declares the Lord GOD, 'I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked,
but rather that the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn back, turn back from your evil ways! W hy then will

you die, O house of Israel?'

      2.  Neither do those who know God.

Job 31:29 "Have I rejoiced at the extinction of my enemy, or exulted when evil befell him?  "No, I have not 30

allowed my mouth to sin by asking for his life in a curse.

Proverbs 17:5 He who mocks the poor taunts his Maker; He who rejoices at calamity will not go unpunished.

Proverbs 24:17 Do not rejoice when your enemy falls, and do not let your heart be glad when he stumbles;

 or the LORD will see it and be displeased, and turn His anger away from him.18

Obadiah 1:12 "Do not gloat over your brother's day, the day of his misfortune. And do not rejoice over the
sons of Judah In the day of their destruction; Yes, do not boast In the day of their distress.

Ezekiel 35:15 "As you rejoiced over the inheritance of the house of Israel because it was desolate, so I will

do to you. You will be a desolation, O Mount Seir, and all Edom, all of it. Then they will know that I am the

LORD."'

  D.  Love rejoices with the truth.

      1.  The Son of God took joy in those who practice of righteousness and holiness of the truth.

Hebrews 1:8 But of the Son He says, "YOUR THRONE, O GOD, IS FOREVER AND EVER, AND THE

RIGHTEOUS SCEPTER IS THE SCEPTER OF HIS KINGDOM.  "YOU HAVE LOVED RIGHTEOUSNESS AND 9

HATED LAWLESSNESS; THEREFORE GOD, YOUR GOD, HAS ANOINTED YOU W ITH THE OIL OF

GLADNESS ABOVE YOUR COMPANIONS."

      2.  So do those who belong to the Son.

3 John 1:4 I have no greater joy than this, to hear of my children walking in the truth.

      3.  Obeying the truth of the gospel includes loving one another fervently from the heart.

1 Peter 1:22 Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren,

fervently love one another from the heart,

II.  13:7   Love bears, believes, hopes, endures all things.

1 Corinthians 13:7 bears (stego) all things, believes (pisteuo) all things, hopes (elpizo) all things, endures

(hupomeno) all things.

  A.  Love bears all things.  “Stego” = to cover or in Pauline usage, to bear with situations for the sake of others.

1 Corinthians 9:12 If others share the right over you, do we not more? Nevertheless, we did not use this right,

but we endure (stego) all things so that we will cause no hindrance to the gospel of Christ.

1 Corinthians 9:22 To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak; I have become all things to all men,

so that I may by all means save some.



1 Corinthians 10:32 Give no offense either to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God;  just as I also please all 33

men in all things, not seeking my own profit but the profit of the many, so that they may be saved.

  B.  Love believes all things from God that the Lord would have us embrace (versus believing just anything).      
  “Pisteuo” =  to believe, to faith, to entrust.

1 John 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because

many false prophets have gone out into the world.

      1.  We love our enemies because we believe the Lord loves His enemies, loved us while we were still     
enemies, and will reward and protect us for imitating Him.

Matthew 5:44 "But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,  so that you may 45

be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on

the righteous and the unrighteous.

Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died

for us.  Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God 9

through Him.  For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, 10

much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.

      2.  We love God’s people because we believe God loves them so much so as to send Christ to die for them.

1 John 3:1 See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God;

and such we are.

1 John 3:16 We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for

the brethren.

1 John 5:1 W hoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and whoever loves the Father loves the

child born of Him.

  C.  Love hopes all things for which God would have us hope, including the well-bing and salvation of others.
“Elpizo” = to hope

1 Thessalonians 2:17 But we, brethren, having been taken away from you for a short while-- in person, not in

spirit-- were all the more eager with great desire to see your face.  For we wanted to come to you-- I, Paul, more 18

than once-- and yet Satan hindered us.  For who is our hope or joy or crown of exultation? Is it not even 19

you, in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming?  For you are our glory and joy. 20

  D.  Love endures all things that God appoints for us.  “Hupomeno

2 Timothy 2:10 For this reason I endure (hupomeno) all things for the sake of those who are chosen, so that

they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus and with it eternal glory.

  E.  To summarize, love is a life poured out for Christ and others.  Can we replace  “love” with our names?

1 Corinthians 13:4 Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, 5

does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong

suffered,  does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth;  bears all things, believes all 6  7

things, hopes all things, endures all things.

III.  Case Study: Lindy, a composite based largely on actual anonymous cases.

  A.  Lindy was the second child of Christian parents, her brother Larry being two years older.  She was afflicted
with the typical childish thinking of many younger siblings, in that she felt it unfair when she didn’t         

  enjoy the same privileges as Larry (E.g., going to bed later, staying overnight with a friend), even though 
  Larry did not enjoy such privileges when he was her age.



  B.  But Lindy developed deeper problems.  Larry was outgoing, personable, athletic, and a diligent student.  He
routinely excelled in whatever he did, and his parents routinely commended him and rejoiced with him.
Lindy coasted and did not apply herself in school.  She dabbled in athletics, but was not that interested.
She became jealous of the accolades Larry received from parents, family members, church and school    
friends and adults.  The more she saw Larry succeed and receive praise, the more  jealous she became     
and the more embittered she felt toward her parents, whom she perceived as favoring Larry.  Resentful    
of her brother, she developed a short fuse toward Larry for any little inconvenience or disruption of her   
plans.  It was never really about what he did in the moment, it was about his being favored above her in
general.  The real problem?  Lindy doesn’t love.

  C.  As Lindy moved into middle school and high school, she sought the praise of others through her    
appearance.  She was not a bad looking girl, but became preoccupied with hair, make-up, tan, fashion.    
When she was around people she was less conscious about them as persons, and more conscious about   
them being aware of her.  She became cutting in her remarks about others, particularly their look and    
dress, cutting others down in order to build herself up.  Lindy doesn’t love.

  D.  Her parents were conscious and trying to be sensitive to the fact that Larry was more popular and received   
more praise - there was more to rejoice over with Larry than with Lindy.  Whether or not they at times 
unduly favored Larry, that was certainly Lindy’s perception, and she became increasingly bitter,      
recounting to her friends numerous offences from past years.  When her parents lovingly sought to    
protect her from relationships with boys who were not sincerely walking with God, she purposely took
an interest in those boys as a means of retaliation toward her parents.  This was the same spirit we saw 
Esau display toward his parents, Isaac and Rebekah.

Genesis 26:34 W hen Esau was forty years old he married Judith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and Basemath

the daughter of Elon the Hittite;  and they brought grief to Isaac and Rebekah. 35

Genesis 27:46 Rebekah said to Isaac, "I am tired of living because of the daughters of Heth; if Jacob takes a wife

from the daughters of Heth, like these, from the daughters of the land, what good will my life be to me?" 28:1 So

Isaac called Jacob and blessed him and charged him, and said to him, "You shall not take a wife from the

daughters of Canaan. ...  So Esau saw that the daughters of Canaan displeased his father Isaac;  and Esau 8  9

went to Ishmael, and married, besides the wives that he had, Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael, Abraham's

son, the sister of Nebaioth.

  E.  Larry met his Christian wife, Lorraine in college, and was married after graduation.  Lindy married a young  
 man named Leo a few years after graduating from high school.  Her parents cautioned her, unconvinced   
  he had a sincere faith and love toward Christ, but Lindy insisted he was a Christian, and since she was     

now an adult, could do what she wanted - and did.  Larry got an executive position with a private cable   
television company owned solely by an entrepreneur.  He and Lorraine had nicer cars and a nicer house   
than Lindy and Leo, whose budget was tight.   Lindy was jealous.  But when Larry’s owner-boss was    
convicted by a federal prosecutor of fraud and sent to prison, the company folded.   Larry lost his job,    
then his house - and Lindy rejoiced.   Lindy doesn’t love.

  F.  Lindy soon rejoiced that she had something Larry and Lorraine did not - children, and purposely made    
hurtful remarks about being pregnant in the presence of Larry and Lorraine, who so far were unable to    
have children.  Lindy gave birth twins, a boy and girl.  Her parents rejoice with her, but Lindy coldly    
kept them at a distance, allowing her mother-in-law to come stay with her the first week, but not her own 

   mother.  Lindy developed a pattern of using her children as a weapon of revenge against her parents.     
When she and Larry would go out together, instead of asking her parents take the kids which she knew    
would have pleased them, she’d hire a baby sitter, even though  money was tight.  Lindy’s lack of love 
would eventually afflict her own children.  She semi-consciously favored her daughter, resolved never to
allow the brother to overshadow his sister.  As her son grew, he perceived his mother’s favoritism    
toward his sister.  The cycle of loveless jealously and bitterness was passed down from parent to child.



Conclusion

  A.  Lindy is destroying not only herself, but her own children whom she claims to love, and she just doesn’t    
realize it.  Lindy needs the Lord.

  B.  Is Lindy a Christian?  She professes to be, but without love what assurance can she have?

1 John 3:14 W e know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren. He who does not

love abides in death.

1 John 4:8 The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love.

1 John 4:20 If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his
brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.

  C.  If she truly is truly a believer, or if God is calling her to become a believer, she will repent and respond to   
the voice of Jesus.

John 10:27 "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me;  and I give eternal life to them .... 28

1 John 4:21 And this commandment we have from Him , that the one who loves God should love his brother

also.

  D.  This is life and death serious, this matter of love.  If there is no love, our faith is insincere.  

1 Timothy 1:5 But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere

faith.

  E.  The solution to our sin does not lie within us, but with the One who came from above to dwell among us    
and die to free us from the penalty and power of sin.  Come to Jesus and be free to love.  Come to Jesus   
and live eternally.

Revelation 1:5 ... To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood--  and He has made us to 6

be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father-- to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.
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