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“Being One” 

John 17:20-23 
 

INTRO: 

 

So far in our Lord’s Prayer in John 17 we listened as He prayed for Himself. He prayed that 

the Father would glorify the Son as He glorifies the Father in His cross work and providing 

eternal life. Next, Jesus prayed for His disciples that they might be sanctified in the word of God 

and that they might carry on the Lord Jesus Christ’s mission in the world. 

 

Now here in verses 20-23, our Lord Jesus begins to pray for all of us.  

“I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through 

[the disciples’] word.” (v.20).  

The first prayer request echoes His prayer request for His first disciples in verse 11. There 

are two parts to this first request. Our Lord prays for our union and unity with Him and the 

glory that He manifested to us and through us. 

 I. Unity (v. 20-21) 

II. Glory (v. 22-23) 

 

I. Unity (v. 20-21) 

 

A. “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me 

through their word; [in order that] they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, 

and I in You;[in order that] they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe 

that You sent Me.” (John 17:20–21)  

Jesus prayed at verse 20 for all of us to believe in Christ because of the Word of God 

spoken to us through the Apostles and those who followed them. We stand in the stream of 

revelation from the Lord Jesus Himself to us today. We must not think only those who lived 

in Bible times were the only ones who mattered to our Lord. He was concerned about them, 

but He also loved us. 

 

B. What specifically does He ask the Father to give us? (v.21) 

“[Jesus prayed for them in order] that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in 

Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that 

You sent Me.”  

Our Lord specifically prays that we might be one as the Father is in Him and He is in the 

father. He prays this way [in order that] we might be one in the Father and the Son. 
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1. Listen to the comparison again.  

“That they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also 

may be one in Us.”  

Our oneness must be like “even as”  the oneness indeed the union between the Father 

and the Son. They are in each other.  

 

2. Do we recognize the reality of this internal union with Christ that should produce the 

external unity? For example. There is this wonderful truth in Colossians 3:3-4. 

“For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is 

your life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.” 

We think and pray the way we should because of something we are. We are dead and 

our lives are connected, united with Christ in God. Internal union and unity with God 

Himself produces the unity that Jesus prayed about in John 17:21-22. 

 

D The comparison in John 17:22 gives us insight into what this kind of union/unity looks 

like. If our oneness looks like the oneness the Father and the Son enjoy, we must first ask 

how are the Father and Son one? 

 

1. The Father and the Son are one in essence and substance. There is only one God, yet He 

exists in three distinct personalities. Jesus is both God and distinct from God the Father. 

(John 1:1-2) 

  

2. God the Father and God the Son are also one in heart and purpose. The Lord Jesus said in 

John 5:19,  

“Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own accord, but only 

what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the Son does 

likewise.”  

The Father and the Son are not competing deities, but two personalities of the God head 

operating with one heart, one purpose. 

 

E. What does this oneness look like in us His children?  

 

1. We are to be one in essence and substance. We will never be God, but we can be 

committed to all He wants us to be and do. Being one in essence and substance means that 

we actively remember we all are sinners saved by grace. We may not always see eye to eye, 

but we try to reflect who we are, blood bought converted sinners, in everything we do. 
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2. We should be one in heart and purpose.    (Philippians 2:1–4)  

“So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 

participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being 

of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do 

nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more 

significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, 

but also to the interests of others.”  

This is the part where we work at being what we should be in relationship with the Lord and 

with our brothers and sisters in Christ in the local church. 

 

II. Glory (v. 22-23) 

 

A. “And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one 

just as We are one: I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in 

one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them 

as You have loved Me.” (John 17:22, 23) 

 

B. How do we do this? We do not do it alone. It begins with supernatural revelation from 

Christ through His Word to us.    (2 Corinthians 4:4–6) 

“In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to 

keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the 

image of God. For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, 

with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, ‘Let light 

shine out of darkness,’ has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge 

of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”  

This oneness begins in our salvation and it becomes manifest as we work together with Him 

to perfect it in our lives. 

 

C. If we seek to live this way in our day to day lives with other believers because of Christ, 

we will show the world who He is and bring glory to His name. 

 

Application: 

 

Our oneness with others can only happen when we are one with Him. We become one in Him 

when He saves us. Have we put our trust in the Lord Jesus Christ to save us? Second, we grow in 

our relationship with God and His Son and that is how we grow in our oneness with others. 


