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Proverbs 1:8; 6:20; 10:1; 19:26; 20:20; 29:15   “Proverbs Your Mother Wants You to Hear” 

(Read 1:7-10 as opening text) 

 

Intro.  Do you remember when you were growing up, your mother would give one of her wise 

sayings? Did you listen and act on that saying, or did you learn the hard way that mother was 

right? My mother told me, “Don’t throw rocks, or you’ll put someone’s eye out.” Well, I heeded 

that advice most of the time, and I am thankful that no one lost their eye during one of our 

battles, in which we usually used toy weapons, not rocks! My mama also told me not to play 

with matches. Well, I heeded her advice most of the time. Yet one time I let a friend talk me into 

playing with matches and we burned about a half-acre of woods before they could get the fire 

out. Boy, did I get into trouble!  

 I asked my Facebook friends to write one of their mother’s wise sayings. Here are some 

of the more familiar ones: Amy Brink’s mother said, “Anything worth doing is worth doing 

well.” “Never put off ‘till tomorrow what you can do today.” Most of us have heard our mothers 

say, “If you can’t say anything nice, don’t say anything at all.” I guess that is why I was so quiet! 

 Well this morning I want to share from the book of Proverbs some of the wise sayings of 

the Bible that your mother would want you to hear. While most of these especially apply to 

children growing up in the home, many of these Proverbs also apply to grown children as well. 

The Proverb that is foundational to everything else is this: 

 

I.  LISTEN TO YOUR MOTHER’S GUIDANCE 

 

 Prov. 1:8 says, “My son, hear the instruction of your father, And do not forsake the law 

of your mother.” Yes, listen to the instructions and commands of your parents. Don’t tune them 

out. Be attentive. Listen to what they have to say. Show interest in what they have to say. 

Likewise, Prov. 4:20 says, “My son, give attention to my words; Incline your ear to my sayings.” 

Furthermore, “hear” (shama) in 1:8 is a command. Since this is a command from the inspired 

Word of God, it is also a command from God. We are commanded to listen to our parents. When 

they speak to you, get your eyes off your phone, video game, or whatever else, and pay attention!  

 What, in particular, are you to listen to? Well the Hebrew word translated “instruction” 

(muwcar) especially refers to words or acts of correction and rebuke. This word is used in Job 

5:17, “Behold, happy is the man whom God corrects; Therefore do not despise the chastening 

(muwcar) of the Almighty.” No one likes to listen to correction and rebuke. We bristle at such 

words. We tend to justify ourselves. Yet your parents are authorized by God to give rebuke, and 

there are times when you need it! 

 Then the word translated “law” is towrah, which not only refers to laws and commands, 

but to directing someone in the right way with teaching and instruction. That is what your mother 

wants to do. God commanded parents to teach their children the Law (Dt. 6). We Christian 

parents (and grandparents) have a responsibility to teach our children the wisdom of God. 

Children have a responsibility to listen. 

 There are two main reasons you should listen to your parents. First, they have years more 

experience in life than you. Experience is a great teacher. They have already learned in the 



school of hard knocks. They have learned from their mistakes and they want to help you avoid 

making the same mistakes, or mistakes they have seen others make. You should especially listen 

to parents who can base what they say on Scripture! Secondly, they love you more than anyone, 

except perhaps your grandparents! They really have your best interest at heart. Furthermore, do 

you know what the Bible calls someone who doesn’t listen to words of instruction and 

correction? Look at the last of v.7, “fools despise wisdom and instruction (muwcar).” Likewise, 

Prov. 15:5 says, “A fool despises his father’s instruction (muwcar)….” Yes, you are a fool if you 

refuse to listen to someone who is trying to guide you in the right way. Such people don’t want 

to listen to their parents, grandparents, preacher, or anyone else. On the other hand, Prov. 15:5 

also says, “… he who receives correction is prudent.” So listen to your parents, and your 

grandparents. You ought to be listening to your preacher as well! 

 Just because parents may not be up on youth culture, or the latest technology, does not 

mean they lack wisdom to live life successfully. Mark Twain said, “When I was a boy of 14, my 

father was so ignorant, I could hardly stand to have the old man around. But when I got to be 21, 

I was astonished at how much the old man had learned in 7 years.”
1
 A German proverb says, “An 

ounce of motherwit is worth a pound of schoolwit.” 

 So listen to your mother’s advice and teaching.  

 

II. RETAIN AND HEED YOUR MOTHER’S GUIDANCE 

 

 It’s one thing to listen to your mother’s words of direction and correction, but it is 

another thing to retain and heed what she has said to you. How often do we hear a rebuke or 

instruction, only to quickly forget what we have heard and not act on it? Prov. 3:1 says, “My son, 

do not forget my law, But let your heart keep my commands.” The law mentioned here is 

probably equivalent to the Law of God that he has learned, and is passing on to a younger 

generation. Yet it may include parental teachings and commandments as well. Likewise, Prov. 

6:20 says, “My son, keep your father’s command, And do not forsake the law of your mother.”  

 The word picture is to keep words of correction and instruction before your eyes. For 

example, in Deut. 6:8-9 God commands Israel to do the following concerning His spiritual and 

moral laws: “You shall bind them as a sign on your hand…. You shall write them on the 

doorposts of your house and on your gates.” If you want to be sure to remember something, write 

it down, and put it where you will see it. 

 So let us heed the admonition not to “forget” biblical teachings that our parents have 

taught us. Instead, we should “keep” or memorize His commandments so that we will be careful 

to do His will. Another good way to remember something important is to put the instruction into 

practice again and again. Repetition of an action becomes part of your character.  

 

III. FOLLOW HER PRACTICAL ADVICE 

 

 I want to share some wise advice from Proverbs that your mother may have told you, or 

should tell us. The first is this: 

 

 A. Watch Out for Those Who Entice You to Do Wrong - Prov. 1:10 says, “My son, if 

sinners entice you, Do not consent.” Yes, there will always be friends, neighbors, schoolmates 
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and others who will entice you to join them in doing wrong.  Sinners love to have others join 

them in wrongdoing. It’s because if others do wrong, we feel better about it.  

 The next verse gives one example of such enticement. V.11 says, “they say, ‘Come with 

us, Let us lie in wait to shed blood….’” Then in v.13 we see their purpose, “We shall find all 

kinds of precious possessions, we shall fill our houses with spoil.” They entice you to join them 

in armed robbery! Prov. 5:20 gives another example of such enticement. It says, “For why should 

you, my son, be enraptured by an immoral woman, and be embraced in the arms of a 

seductress?” When I was a teenager, it was mainly the girls that had to watch out for the guys in 

this regard. You could count on the young ladies to be on their guard, and never initiate sexual 

temptation. Today, things have really changed from what I hear, read, and see on TV. I would 

blush if I read the texts and instant messages that girls are sending out to boys today. Some of 

these women are like Scarlet O’Hare in Gone with the Wind. Mammy told her regarding Ashley, 

“He’ll be comin’ to Atlanta when he get’s his leave, and you sattin’ there waitin’ for him, just 

like a spider.” Son, you better listen to your mama or you could end up with a venereal disease, 

or paying child support for the next 18 years.  

 So what are we to do when sinner entice us to join them in doing wrong? He says in the 

last of v.10, “Do not consent.” To be weak is to be wicked. Only the strong will refuse. 

 Yet the best advice is to avoid such temptations by not running around with such people. 

Prov. 1:15 says, “My son, do not walk in the way with them, Keep your foot from their path.” 

Later, Solomon says in Prov. 13:20, “He who walks with wise men will be wise, but the 

companion of fools will be destroyed.” We should avoid bad company as soon as we realize that 

they are in the wrong. Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 15:33, “Do not be deceived: ‘Evil company 

corrupts good habits.’” You know this is true. If you run with the wrong crowd you are much 

more likely to do wrong. Didn’t your mother tell you that? The best approach is not to count on 

having the strength to resist temptation but to avoid temptation altogether!  

 One of the reasons we yield to temptation is that we are like the little boy in the pantry.  

His mother heard a noise because he had taken down the cookie jar.  She said, “Willie, where are 

you?”  He answered that he was in the pantry.  “What are you doing there?”  He said, “I’m 

fighting temptation.” My friend, that is not the place to fight temptation! As soon a Willie 

realized that he was being tempted by the cookie jar, he should have been looking for the exit 

from the kitchen.  

 Don’t try to fight temptation. Remember 1 Cor. 10:12 says, “let him who thinks he stands 

take heed lest he fall.” We should always look for the way God has provided to escape from 

temptation!  

 

 B. Watch Out for Financial Entanglements – Prov. 6:1, 3 says, “My son, if you become 

surety for your friend, if you have shaken hands in pledge for a stranger… So do this, my son, 

and deliver yourself….” The book of Proverbs warns several times against co-signing for a loan. 

Too often, you will end up having to pay it. Family members are the worst about this.  

 Then Prov. 22:7 says, “…the borrower is servant to the lender.” Actually the Hebrew 

word translated “servant” (‘ebed) typically refers to a slave. Too many young adults are in 

financial bondage. Parents need to warn their teenage and young adult children about the dangers 

of debt, and children need to heed their advice. Millions are in bondage for student loans, car 

loans, credit card debts, and so forth. Too many young adults get deeply into debt, not buying a 

starter home, but the kind of home their parents bought much later in life. As a result, both 



parents have no choice but to work fulltime jobs and long hours. Too often God and their 

children are neglected. 

 

 C. Don’t Be Lazy but Work Hard – Prov. 10:5 says, “He who gathers in summer is a wise 

son; He who sleeps in harvest is a son who causes shame.” Most of us no longer live in an 

agricultural environment, so we have to apply this to other types of employment. The point is, 

get out of bed, get off the couch, and look for a job! Opportunities for work are out there. A son 

who is lazy and won’t work causes shame. 

 

IV. NEVER CURSE YOUR PARENTS 

 

 Prov. 30:11 says, “There is a generation that curses its father, and does not bless its 

mother.” Well, that generation is with us today, as in the past. Yet what does the moral law of 

God say? Ex. 21:17 says, “And he who curses his father or his mother shall surely be put to 

death.” The reason for that statement is because one of the Ten Commandments says, “Honor 

your father and your mother…” (Ex. 20:12). 

 Let me tell you why you should never curse your parents. Proverbs 20:20 warns, 

“Whoever curses his father or his mother, His lamp will be put out in deep darkness.” In contrast 

to that statement, Ex. 20:12 says, “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be 

long upon the land which the LORD your God is giving you.”  

 One way to help prevent this from ever happening is to teach your children to honor and 

respect their parents and other elders. I grew up being required to say, “Yes, Sir” and “Yes, 

mam,” especially to my parents. When I became a teenager, my peers starting calling their 

parents “My old man,” and “My old lady.” I had trouble doing that. I knew it was contrary to the 
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th

 Commandment. 

 

V.  BRING JOY TO YOUR PARENTS, NOT GRIEF 

 

 There are several Proverbs that essentially say this. Prov. 10:1 says, “A wise son makes a 

glad father, But a foolish son is the grief of his mother.” Then Prov. 17:25 says, “A foolish son is 

a grief to his father, and bitterness to her who bore him.” Finally, Prov. 23:24 says, “The father 

of the righteous will greatly rejoice, and he who begets a wise child will delight in him.” As 

children we generally want to please our parents. As we get to be teenagers and beyond, too 

many are less concerned about this. Yet shouldn’t we seek to make our parents glad, and rejoice 

over us? They have given us the gift of life. They have sacrificed for us. They have cared for us, 

and taught us. 

 Here in 10:1 we see how to bring joy instead of grief to your parents: Be wise rather than 

foolish. How can you be wise? Prov. 1:7 says, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 

knowledge, But fools despise wisdom….” Of course the next way to gain wisdom is to do what I 

said at the beginning of  the sermon, and listen to your parents. Of course, we also gain wisdom 

and avoid being a fool when we learn God’s Word.  

 Finally, there is one other Proverb that your mother wants you to hear that relates to this 

point. Prov. 19:26 says, “He who mistreats his father and chases away his mother is a son who 

causes shame and brings reproach.” Here, the word translated “mistreats” (shadad, Piel) really is 

a stronger word than that. It means “to assault” or “to devastate.” Then the word translated 

“chases away” means “to cause to flee, put to flight, to drive away.” I get the picture of grown 



children assaulting and chasing away their aging parents, taking their property from them. Or 

they run away after threats are made. You are to do the opposite. You are to help take care of 

aging parents.  

 

Conclusion: So go forth from this place, and so live that your mom can rejoice over you every 

day! She will if you listen to her, heed what she has to say, follow her practical advice, never 

curse but bless her, and if you live wisely, not foolishly! 

 
Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The New King James Version (Nashville: Thomas 

Nelson Publishers, 1982). 
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