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Rituals 
Hebrews 9:1-14 

The Replacement Principle 

 God never asks us to give up anything without offering us 

something far better in return 

 light instead of darkness 

 the way of life instead of the way of death 

 living for God instead of living for self 

 Give up ritual and religion for what is vibrantly alive, 

bursting with meaning and intensely internal in nature 

An Important Review 

 Though our author’s intention is not to speak in detail (v. 5) 

about the mechanics, symbols and rituals of the Old 

Covenant, he does provide an important review 

 The Tabernacle (Tent of Meeting) 

 indicated the earthly character and impermanence of the 

Old Covenant 

 made largely of skins and designed to be portable 

 50 chapters in the OT deal with constructing and 

furnishing the Tabernacle! 

 The Tabernacle is a giant portrait of Christ 

 one gate into the courtyard (Jesus is the one and only 

way to God in John 14:6) 

 bronze altar on which sacrificial animals were bound 

(Jesus is “bound” to the cross for us) 

 bronze basin for washing (Jesus cleanses us of our sin) 

 the Holy Place (occupies 2/3 of the Tabernacle) 

 lampstand (Jesus is the light of the world) 

 gold table with sacred bread (Jesus is the bread of life) 

 altar of incense (Jesus’ ongoing intercession for us 

 the Holy of Holies 

 the Ark of the Covenant 

 the mercy seat (meeting place with God) 

 What went on at the Tabernacle? 

 perpetual, unceasing work (Jesus’ priestly work on our 

behalves never stops) 

 the Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16) 



 The symbolic actions of the Old Covenant are a parable in 

action that points out the need we sinners have to be 

forgiven and reconciled to God 

 external religion and ritual of any kind are INCAPABLE 

of perfecting the human conscience 

 the need for REFORMATION (v. 10) 

The Work of Christ 

 Though the Old Covenant pictured the work of Christ, it 

could not do the work of Christ 

 As our heavenly High Priest, Jesus ministers at an infinitely 

greater sanctuary than the earthly Tabernacle 

 the new sanctuary of the New Covenant is made by God, 

it is in heaven and constructed of heavenly materials 

 Jesus takes us into the real presence of God now! 

(Ephesians 2:4-6, Colossians 3:1-3) 

 What is Jesus doing right now as our Great High Priest? 

 Jesus keeps on praying for us and His church 

 Jesus applies the continuing benefits of His blood to us 

and cleanses us from our sin 

 Jesus participates with the Father and the Spirit to apply the 

benefits of salvation to us 

 the Father and the Son offer the Son  

 the Spirit makes Christ’s death saving for us 

 the Father tears the veil in the Temple from top to bottom 

 Jesus does more than just renovate our old nature, He 

recreates us 

 If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has 

passed away; behold, the new has come.                        
(2 Corinthians 5:17) 

 only the blood of Christ poured out on Calvary, offered 

freely for you, can purify your conscience from dead 

works to serve the living God. 

 Personal Application 

1. How do you react to the statement, “God never asks us to 

give up anything without offering us something far better in 

return”? Have you found this to be true in your life? 

2. Do you live with a pure conscience? Why or why not? 

3. Are you confident that you have moved beyond external 

religion and ritual to having an actual relationship with God 

through Jesus? How can you be sure? 

4. Read Hebrews 9:14 again. In what ways is the blood of 

Christ enabling and leading you to serve the living God? 


