
THE BOOK OF NEHEMIAH
THE NEED OF A VISION

NEHEMIAH 1:1-11

INTRODUCTION 
This is the latest book of the section of historical books of the Old
Testament.  It would cover the same period of time historically as the
prophetic book of Malachi.

With the book of Nehemiah the Old Testament historical account ceases!
This book has to do with a particular crisis for the remnant of Jews who had
returned to Jerusalem from their captivity to rebuild the Temple.

The Temple was rebuilt, but the walls of Jerusalem still needed to be rebuilt!

Nehemiah's heart was with God's people and with God's program even
though as a layman he was back in Shushan the palace in a very important
position in King Artaxerxes’s court.

We will see that this is a book of "victory".
We will see that this is a book of "Revival".
We will see that this is a book of "working for God".
This is a book which gives us many keys to victorious Christian service!

The key word of this book is the little word "so".   It is used 32 times and
denotes that Nehemiah (the chief character of the book) was a man of action
and a man of leadership.

Nehemiah was not a prophet, priest, or preacher...He was just a layman who
had a heart after God!  We’ll find that he was a man of great vision!  And
we’ll also find that he was a man of honesty, integrity, and loyalty!

Some of the key verses are 1:4; 6:3 and set forth the way of service and
victory!  The book opens early on with prayer and it closes with prayer.
The other great emphasis is upon "work".

Prayer and work constitute what we need to be doing in getting the will of
God done in our Church!  There are some key phrases in this book that show
why Nehemiah was so greatly used of God.
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"The people had a mind to work."
"To every man his work."
"Make our recourse to God."
"Set a watch over our enemies."
"I am doing a great work."
"The work was wrought of our God."
"The joy of the Lord is your strength."

In the midst of God's blessings Satan did all he could to bring an end to the
work and will of God.

We will see that he used ridicule, physical force, discouraged laborers,
crafty diplomacy, troubles within and without, and every person whom he
could stir up against the work of God.

However, there are some tremendous character building truths in this book.
No book in the Old Testament sets forth in a better way the need of great
faith and courage.

There are many lessons in prayer and confidence in the midst of troubles.
The book of Nehemiah also shows the great blessings of united co-operation–
that is, the unity of people in vision, goal, desire, willingness and
unselfishness!

The book of Nehemiah has 3 major subjects:
1. The Rebuilding of the Walls around Jerusalem after the Babylonian

Captivity.
2. The Man God used to get the job done.
3. The God of the Man who gets the job done.

Nehemiah has three progressive roles in the book:
1. Nehemiah the Cupbearer.
2. Nehemiah the Builder.
3. Nehemiah the Governor.

In his lifetime he rose from total obscurity to a national leader!
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Let’s begin our journey through this book:
 I. NEHEMIAH HAD A CLEAR RECOGNITION OF THE NEEDS. 

(VS 1-4)
A. We See Nehemiah Was Actively Concerned. (vs 1-3)

Over 42,360 Jews and their servants (about 50,000 total) had
returned in the first wave under the leadership of Zerubbabel
the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of Jozadak to rebuild the
temple.  After being discouraged by the opposition and by the
immensity of the task, they finally finished the task after about
20 years.

Then 57-58 years later came the second wave of about 5,000
Jews under the direction and leadership of Ezra the Scribe and
Priest.  This resulted in a spiritual revival!

However, it is 13 years later here and the walls and gates of
the city were still in ruins and the remnant of God's people
were living in affliction and shame.

God's name was in reproach because His people were in this
condition.  Without walls they were a constant prey to people
who hated them.  They were open to attack and plunder by all
their vicious neighbors.

This had been the condition of Jerusalem ever since the
destruction of the walls by the Babylonian King
Nebuchadnezzar!

B. We See Nehemiah Was Appropriately Moved!  (vs 4)
Though he was in a high position in the King's palace in Syria,
yet his heart was centered around the needs of God's people.
Nehemiah was stricken with grief:
1. He Sat Down–Astonishment.
2. He Wept–Grief and Sadness.
3. He Mourned–Affliction.
4. He Fasted–Preoccupation with the need.
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5. He Prayed--He recognized he was inadequate alone for
the task and that some groundwork needed to be laid 1st.

There must be a proper vision of any need before we can and
will be of help to meet that need no matter where it is.

We must see our homes as God sees them.
We must see the Church and its work as God sees it.
We must see our nation as God sees it!

We must have the inner vision of spiritual understanding,
seeing with the eye of faith before we will be used of God!

God's work is much more than a hobby, a profession, or a
duty—it is a burden given of God with concern for His glory!

Before we can ever really do any work for God there must first
be a consideration of the needs, and a willingness to pray and
weep if need be over the ruins!

The desolation and distress we see today in our own nation
ought to be a matter of our grief!  My how we have fallen!

Walls Of Morality And Decency Have Been Broken Down!
Walls Of Integrity And Character Have Been Broken Down!

Yes, we need to consider the ruins in our country, but first we
need to consider the ruins in our own souls:
Some Have Ruins Because God’s Word Has Been Neglected!
Some Have Ruins Because Prayer Has Been Neglected!
Some Have Ruins Because Separation Has Been Neglected!  

(Joined To The World!) 

NEHEMIAH HAD A CLEAR RECOGNITION OF THE NEEDS...

II. NEHEMIAH WENT TO GOD FIRST WITH THE PROBLEM.
(VS 5)
A. God Was His First Resort, Not His Last Resort!
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B. Nehemiah Prayed Earnestly. (vs 4)

C. Nehemiah Prayed In Humility And Awe. (vs 5)
Here he reminded God of His covenant keeping and he adored
God for His greatness!

D. Nehemiah Prayed In Humble Confession! (vs 6-7) 
There was a thorough confession of sins!

E. Nehemiah Prayed For Mercy! (vs 8-9)
Oh how we need the mercy of God!  He pled for that mercy that
removes sin, pardons and keeps covenants!

F. He Prayed About Relationship! (vs 10)
He mentioned the glorious redemption by power and might!

G. He Prayed For A Prosperous Undertaking! (vs 11)
Because of his vision both of the burden and of what God could
do, He asked God's prospering hand to be upon Him!

NEHEMIAH HAD A CLEAR RECOGNITION OF THE NEEDS...
NEHEMIAH WENT TO GOD FIRST WITH THE PROBLEM...

III. NEHEMIAH HAD A PERSONAL CONCERN WITH THE
NEED!  (VS 6)
A. He Didn't Blame Satan!

B. He Didn't Blame God!

C. He Didn't Blame Others Only!

D. He Accepted His Portion Of The Blame!
1. He Remembered The Word Of God. (vs 7-9)

2. He Confessed His Sin. (vs 6-7)
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3. He Changed His Desire. (vs 10-11)

IV. NEHEMIAH MADE HIMSELF AVAILABLE TO MEET THE
NEED! (VS 11)
Sometimes some time may elapse before the burden is lifted and the
answer comes!

It was four months of carrying the burden, of intercession, of
supplication, of fasting and praying before God worked out all the
details!

Prayer is always a great recourse for the Christian!

We must not just say prayers, but know how to really pray and get hold
of God.

Conclusion 
My what a vision Nehemiah had...
Of the need, 
Of God, 
Of what God could do, 
and of his own place in that vision.

We need to ask God for a vision of: 
His work, 
Of the needs about us (in our lives, in our Church, in our nation), 
Of Him, 
and then of His power through us to meet those needs!
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