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JESUS DESCRIBES THE UNPARDONABLE SIN 
 
Mark 3:22-30 

22 And the scribes which came down from Jerusalem said, He hath 
Beelzebub, and by the prince of the devils casteth he out devils. 23 And he 
called them unto him, and said unto them in parables, How can Satan cast 
out Satan? 24 And if a kingdom be divided against itself, that kingdom cannot 
stand. 25 And if a house be divided against itself, that house cannot stand. 
26 And if Satan rise up against himself, and be divided, he cannot stand, but 
hath an end. 27 No man can enter into a strong man’s house, and spoil his 
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goods, except he will first bind the strong man; and then he will spoil his 
house. 28 Verily I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of 
men, and blasphemies wherewith soever they shall blaspheme: 29 but he that 
shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in 
danger of eternal damnation. 30 Because they said, He hath an unclean spirit 
(KJV). 

 
ESCALATING REJECTION BY THE SCRIBES & PHARISEES 
 
Mark 3:22 

22 And the scribes which came down from Jerusalem said, He hath 
Beelzebub, and by the prince of the devils casteth he out devils (KJV). 

 
The Pharisees had alerted the Scribes, being the very legalistic teachers of the Mosaic 
Law, to Jesus miracles and the Herodians as well which caused them to come and see for 
themselves so as to prepare to destroy Him if they could. Nobody could deny the miracles 
He was doing. But to affirm that the miracles were from God they would have to admit 
that Jesus was their Messiah and that they would not consider. If they did recognize Him 
as the Messiah of Israel, they would have to follow Him too and give up their worldly 
status and wealth. So in order to provide some answer to the question as to how He could 
do these miracles especially the exorcisms, they attributed them to Satan the enemy of 
God in the celestial realm. They used the term Beelzebub (Hebrew- Baal Zebub), which is 
a direct reference to the name of an ancient Canaanite deity whose name means “Lord of 
the Flies.” It is a direct reference to evil spirits in the New Testament context. This 
Canaanite evil deity was assumed to be a god who could cause or cure diseases. The 
name Baal Zebub occurs only four times in the OT (2 Kings 1:2, 3, 6, 16). In 2 Kings 1 
an accident of Ahaziah, the king of Israel, and his consulting the oracle of the god Baal 
Zebub of Ekron is described.1 
 
II Kings 1: 1-17 

1And Moab rebelled against Israel after the death of Ahab. 2And Ahaziah fell 
down through the lattice in his upper chamber that was in Samaria, and was 
sick: and he sent messengers, and said unto them, Go, inquire of Baal-zebub, 
the god of Ekron, whether I shall recover of this sickness. 3But the angel of 
Jehovah said to Elijah the Tishbite, Arise, go up to meet the messengers of 
the king of Samaria, and say unto them, Is it because there is no God in 
Israel, that ye go to inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron? 4Now therefore 
thus saith Jehovah, Thou shalt not come down from the bed whither thou art 
gone up, but shalt surely die. And Elijah departed. 5And the messengers 
returned unto him, and he said unto them, Why is it that ye are returned? 
6And they said unto him, There came up a man to meet us, and said unto us, 
Go, turn again unto the king that sent you, and say unto him, Thus saith 

                                                
1 Herrmann, W. (1999). Baal Zebub. In (K. van der Toorn, B. Becking, & P. W. van der Horst, Eds.) 
Dictionary of deities and demons in the Bible. Leiden; Boston; Köln; Grand Rapids, MI; Cambridge: Brill; 
Eerdmans. 
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Jehovah, Is it because there is no God in Israel, that thou sendest to inquire 
of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron? therefore thou shalt not come down from 
the bed whither thou art gone up, but shalt surely die. 7And he said unto 
them, What manner of man was he that came up to meet you, and told you 
these words? 8And they answered him, He was a hairy man, and girt with a 
girdle of leather about his loins. And he said, It is Elijah the Tishbite. 9Then 
the king sent unto him a captain of fifty with his fifty. And he went up to him: 
and, behold, he was sitting on the top of the hill. And he spake unto him, O 
man of God, the king hath said, Come down. 10And Elijah answered and said 
to the captain of fifty, If I be a man of God, let fire come down from heaven, 
and consume thee and thy fifty. And there came down fire from heaven, and 
consumed him and his fifty. 11And again he sent unto him another captain of 
fifty and his fifty. And he answered and said unto him, O man of God, thus 
hath the king said, Come down quickly. 12And Elijah answered and said unto 
them, If I be a man of God, let fire come down from heaven, and consume 
thee and thy fifty. And the fire of God came down from heaven, and consumed 
him and his fifty. 13And again he sent the captain of a third fifty with his fifty. 
And the third captain of fifty went up, and came and fell on his knees before 
Elijah, and besought him, and said unto him, O man of God, I pray thee, let 
my life, and the life of these fifty thy servants, be precious in thy sight. 
14Behold, there came fire down from heaven, and consumed the two former 
captains of fifty with their fifties; but now let my life be precious in thy sight. 
15And the angel of Jehovah said unto Elijah, Go down with him: be not afraid 
of him. And he arose, and went down with him unto the king. 16And he said 
unto him, Thus saith Jehovah, Forasmuch as thou hast sent messengers to 
inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron, is it because there is no God in 
Israel to inquire of his word? Therefore thou shalt not come down from the 
bed whither thou art gone up, but shalt surely die. 17So he died according to 
the word of Jehovah, which Elijah had spoken. And Jehoram began to reign 
in his stead in the second year of Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat king of 
Judah; because he had no son (ASV 1901). 

 
So the Scribes being experts in the Law and the Old Testament were accusing Jesus of 
the same heretical reliance on the demonic world as Ahaziah (reign Cir 870-850 B.C.) 
had done which caused his death. He was the son of Ahab and Jezebel so it is not 
surprising that he was a heretic. As an Israelite king of the Northern ten tribes he was one 
of the worst. There were no good kings in the northern kingdom after the split in 931 
B.C. following the death of Solomon. They all disobeyed God and followed after the 
demonic world. The Scribes knew this and Ahaziah’s reliance on the demons.  
 
The Angel of the Lord, which is a preincarnate appearance of the Lord Jesus appeared to 
Elijah and gave him an important prophecy to pass on to King Ahaziah. Although 
Ahaziah sought the demonic world for a prophecy he was actually getting a message 
from the genuine God our Lord Jesus. Ahaziah had complete contempt for Elijah who 
represented truth and God. He sent soldiers to arrest him. However, as we can see Elijah 
prevailed and God took Ahaziah’s life for disobedience and placing his trust in demons.  
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ALL THE KINGS OF THE NORTHERN KINGDOM WERE DISOBEDIENT TO GOD 
 

            
                                                Chart by Dr. David Cooper 
 
This situation with the Scribes is similar to the situation with Ahaziah and Elijah. Jesus is 
God and the Scribes represent the demons because they don’t believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah is the follower of Baal Zebub. Whether they knew they were followers of the 
demons or not is immaterial because they did not know Jesus and the God who sent Him 
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(John 8:19-20). Therefore, they were following Satan but were attributing Jesus casting 
out demons to be doing it with the power of Satan the leader of the demonic world. So 
they were in essence saying that Jesus Himself was demon possessed! 
 
SATAN CAN’T CAST OUT HIMSELF 
 
Mark 3:23-26 
 

23 And he called them unto him, and said unto them in parables, How can 
Satan cast out Satan? 24 And if a kingdom be divided against itself, that 
kingdom cannot stand. 25 And if a house be divided against itself, that house 
cannot stand. 26 And if Satan rise up against himself, and be divided, he 
cannot stand, but hath an end (KJV). 

 
Instead of immediately responding to their first accusation being demon possessed, Jesus 
begins to address the Scribes accusation of casting out demons by the head of the 
demons. He says, “How can Satan cast out Satan?” What He means is if I have a power 
alliance with Satan the prince or ruler of the demons how can he cast himself out? Satan 
is not going to work against himself. This is an absurdity that Satan would drive himself 
out of possessed people! What, is there a civil war in the kingdom of the netherworld of 
evil? No king would throw his own soldiers out of a battle for then he himself is 
vulnerable to doom. The kingdom would collapse and Satan’s power would be over. 
Jesus revealed to them that the driving out of demons by the chief of the demons is 
patently false. This is obvious for two reasons. One Satan still has power to deceive and 
corrupt and two he will not meet his end until the end of the Millennial Kingdom. So their 
charge of Jesus’s exorcisms are due to Satan’s power are false. 
 
In ancient Israel wealthy citizens homes had a fortress likeness. They were made of stone 
and were surrounded with tall impregnable walls. 

            
                  Wealthy Israelite Home from the 1st Century from www.biblehistory.com 
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With many servants they could easily form a small army for protection. Jesus in parable 
form (short proverbial sayings, not stories) refuted their charges and showed that in fact 
the exact opposite was true. Consider Jesus parable. Satan is the wealthy owner of the 
house. His demons represent the servants and the wealthy man’s possessions as well. 
Following the story from there the only way for the possessions to be stolen is to first 
bind the strong man of the house who represents Satan. Satan’s house is the realm of sin, 
sickness, demon possession and ultimately death. The possessions are the people who are 
enslaved by one or more of these things and the demons are those who carry out the 
wicked activities. Once the strong man is rendered incapable of stopping the theft then 
his possessions can be stolen. Binding the strong man (Satan) means the binders 
(demons) have to be more powerful than the strong man to release the enslaved victims. 
Satan is not going to order the stealing of his own activities and he is more powerful then 
his demonic minions. Jesus is God and is far more powerful than Satan or his demons. 
 
THE UNPARDONABLE SIN 
 
Mark 3:28-30 
 

 28 Verily I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of men, and 
blasphemies wherewith soever they shall blaspheme: 29 but he that shall 
blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of 
eternal damnation. 30 Because they said, He hath an unclean spirit (KJV). 

 
Jesus summarized the parable with a statement that says, “All sins shall be forgiven unto 
the sons of men, and blasphemies wherewith soever they shall blaspheme: 29 but he that 
shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of 
eternal damnation.” This is a solemn warning to any unsaved person then or now. Jesus 
and the Holy Spirit are not in consort with Satan and to blame Him as such will render 
one to eternal damnation. Jesus declared any sin a person could or would commit can be 
forgiven except blasphemies against the Holy Spirit. This is a special issue, which only 
pertains to those who permanently reject Jesus. It refers to a consistent attitude of defiant 
hostility toward God that rejects His salvation offered to mankind, expressed in the 
Spirit-empowered person and work of Jesus. It is encapsulated in a preference for 
darkness even though he has been exposed to light (John 3:19). Such a persistent attitude 
of willful unbelief will harden a heart into a condition in which repentance and 
forgiveness will never be requested nor therefore granted. A believer cannot commit the 
unpardonable sin. It is only unbelievers who harden their hearts toward Him and align 
Him with the darkness of the netherworld. By expressing this Jesus did not say the 
Scribes had committed this sin but they were perilously close. They came close to calling 
the Holy Spirit Satan. 
 
 
 
NEXT WEEK: MARK: JESUS’ FAMILY AND PARABLE OF THE SOWER 
Please call or e-mail with any questions or comments 
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