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KJV – Genesis 42:1-38 

 

“Joseph Meets His Brothers” 

Introduction: 
 
     Joseph was 17 years old when his ten older brothers sold him as a slave to the Ishmeelites. He 
was taken to Egypt and placed under Potiphar’s care as the overseer of his house. Then Joseph is 
cast into prison until he stood before Pharaoh at the age of 30. The seven plentiful years have 
passed now making Joseph at least 37 years of age.  
 
     The reason I mention this again to you is for you to note that it has now been 20 years since 
Joseph’s brothers had committed the terrible sin of selling Joseph as a slave. From their perspective 
it seemed like they had committed the perfect crime, but as we will see in this chapter their 
consciences were tracking them down and so was their God.  
 
     It was Moses who wrote the first five books of the Bible under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 
So when he came to the account in Numbers with the commitment to cross over into the land and 
fight, two complete tribes did not want to move into the Promised Land. He could have reminisced 
of this account with Joseph’s brothers when he told these two tribes; But if ye will not do so, behold, 
ye have sinned against the LORD: and be sure your sin will find you out. (Numbers 32:23). 
 
     The one who tries to conceal his sin will eventually be tracked down by their own conscience and 
by God. The aftermath of not dealing with the sin issue of the entire ordeal will be far worse than 
just dealing with it as soon as possible. Our God is infinitely brilliant in His Sovereign plan He has 
purposed. From a human perspective, God expects us to face and deal with our sin and right the 
wrongs. If we refuse, God Himself will track us down and cause us to deal with it. From a Divine 
perspective, God uses even personal episodes through providence, just like this narrative of 
Joseph’s brothers to accomplish His Sovereign purpose.  

Genesis 42:1-5 

1 Now when Jacob saw that there was corn in Egypt, Jacob said unto his sons, Why do ye look one upon 
another? 

2 And he said, Behold, I have heard that there is corn in Egypt: get you down thither, and buy for us 
from thence; that we may live, and not die. 

3 And Joseph's ten brethren went down to buy corn in Egypt. 

4 But Benjamin, Joseph's brother, Jacob sent not with his brethren; for he said, Lest peradventure 
mischief befall him. 
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5 And the sons of Israel came to buy corn among those that came: for the famine was in the land of 
Canaan. 

     Those that refuse to confess their sin and deal with their sin to make restitution for their sin will 
encounter far more than just a natural famine. They will experience a famine within their soul. By 
not dealing with the sin issue they have become rebellious and until they make restitution they will 
live with the fear of the fact that God will track them down one day to settle the account. 

     Jacob’s sons were paralyzed in the famine and Jacob had to send them to Egypt to buy food. 
However he would only let the ten oldest go down to Egypt; he would not let the 20 plus year old 
son Benjamin go with them. Benjamin was the youngest of all, he was the second son of Rachel, 
Jacob’s beloved and now the favorite of his father since he thought Joseph was dead. 

Genesis 42:6 

6 And Joseph was the governor over the land, and he it was that sold to all the people of the land: and 
Joseph's brethren came, and bowed down themselves before him with their faces to the earth. 

     They bowed down before him (Joseph). 

     Without them realizing it at the time, Joseph’s dream of Genesis 37:5-8 had become a reality. 
They appeared before the governor over the land and bowed down before him with their faces to 
the earth.  

     They did not recognize their younger brother Joseph but he knew them. There are various 
reasons they did not recognize him: 

1. It had been over 20 years since they had last seen him. (Genesis 41). 
2. He had become Egyptian in appearance and dress. (Genesis 41). 
3. He treated them without a hint of familiarity. (Genesis 42:7-8). 
4. They thought Joseph was dead by now. (Genesis 42:13).  
5. He spoke by the use of an interpreter. (Genesis 42:23). 

Genesis 42:7-9 

7 And Joseph saw his brethren, and he knew them, but made himself strange unto them, and spake 
roughly unto them; and he said unto them, Whence come ye? And they said, From the land of Canaan 
to buy food. 

8 And Joseph knew his brethren, but they knew not him. 

9 And Joseph remembered the dreams which he dreamed of them, and said unto them, Ye are spies; to 
see the nakedness of the land ye are come. 

     Joseph knew his brothers and he spoke harshly and roughly to them. The Bible says that he made 
himself strange unto them and he did this by simply using an interpreter. Joseph could have spoken 
to them without the use of an interpreter but he didn’t. They bowed to Joseph and he remembers 
the dreams of his childhood about his brothers bowing down to him.  
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Genesis 42:10-19 

10 And they said unto him, Nay, my lord, but to buy food are thy servants come. 

11 We are all one man's sons; we are true men, thy servants are no spies. 

12 And he said unto them, Nay, but to see the nakedness of the land ye are come. 

13 And they said, Thy servants are twelve brethren, the sons of one man in the land of Canaan; and, 
behold, the youngest is this day with our father, and one is not. 

14 And Joseph said unto them, That is it that I spake unto you, saying, Ye are spies: 

15 Hereby ye shall be proved: By the life of Pharaoh ye shall not go forth hence, except your youngest 
brother come hither. 

16 Send one of you, and let him fetch your brother, and ye shall be kept in prison, that your words may 
be proved, whether there be any truth in you: or else by the life of Pharaoh surely ye are spies. 

17 And he put them all together into ward three days. 

18 And Joseph said unto them the third day, This do, and live; for I fear God: 

19 If ye be true men, let one of your brethren be bound in the house of your prison: go ye, carry corn for 
the famine of your houses: 

     In verse 15 Joseph made an oath “By the life of Pharaoh.” Speaking an oath in the name of the king 
would most likely have further masked Joseph’s identity from the brothers. Perhaps it also 
prevented them from grasping his declaration in verse 18 when Joseph said “for I fear God”. 

     Ten brothers living under the leadership of Jacob “Israel” and then you have 37 year old Joseph 
who has been in Egypt for the last 20 years and it is Joseph who first mentions God. The ten 
brothers had sin issues that they were still trying to hide, yet Joseph, a man who is right with God, 
feels free and at peace talking about God.  

Genesis 42:20-24 

20 But bring your youngest brother unto me; so shall your words be verified, and ye shall not die. And 
they did so. 

21 And they said one to another, We are verily guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw the 
anguish of his soul, when he besought us, and we would not hear; therefore is this distress come upon 
us. 

22 And Reuben answered them, saying, Spake I not unto you, saying, Do not sin against the child; and ye 
would not hear? therefore, behold, also his blood is required. 

23 And they knew not that Joseph understood them; for he spake unto them by an interpreter. 
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24 And he turned himself about from them, and wept; and returned to them again, and communed with 
them, and took from them Simeon, and bound him before their eyes. 

     It is not wrong to demand some form of proof of true repentance. Joseph saw his brothers 
(42:7a), he recognized them (42:7b) and he purposely hid his identity from them (42:7c) so that he 
might test them to see if they had come to conviction of their sin against him.  

     Joseph had a second motive in mind as well; he wanted to find out if they had done the same 
treatment or a similar thing to Benjamin as they did to him.  

     Verse 22 shows us that when they were asked to bring Benjamin back to Egypt their sins are 
remembered and Reuben declares: Spake I not unto you, saying, Do not sin against the child; and ye 
would not hear? therefore, behold, also his blood is required. This was a reckoning for his blood, a 
declaration given by God referred to back in Genesis 9:5. 

Genesis 42:25-28 

25 Then Joseph commanded to fill their sacks with corn, and to restore every man's money into his sack, 
and to give them provision for the way: and thus did he unto them. 

26 And they laded their asses with the corn, and departed thence. 

27 And as one of them opened his sack to give his ass provender in the inn, he espied his money; for, 
behold, it was in his sack's mouth. 

28 And he said unto his brethren, My money is restored; and, lo, it is even in my sack: and their heart 
failed them, and they were afraid, saying one to another, What is this that God hath done unto us? 

     Now by one of them finding his money replaced back in his sack, they knew that the reckoning 
was near. Their guilty consciences and fear of vengeance from God surfaced again in this response 
to the money being returned. They spoke one to another saying: What is this that God hath done 
unto us? 

Genesis 42:29-38 

29 And they came unto Jacob their father unto the land of Canaan, and told him all that befell unto 
them; saying, 

30 The man, who is the lord of the land, spake roughly to us, and took us for spies of the country. 

31 And we said unto him, We are true men; we are no spies: 

32 We be twelve brethren, sons of our father; one is not, and the youngest is this day with our father in 
the land of Canaan. 

33 And the man, the lord of the country, said unto us, Hereby shall I know that ye are true men; leave 
one of your brethren here with me, and take food for the famine of your households, and be gone: 
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34 And bring your youngest brother unto me: then shall I know that ye are no spies, but that ye are true 
men: so will I deliver you your brother, and ye shall traffick in the land. 

35 And it came to pass as they emptied their sacks, that, behold, every man's bundle of money was in his 
sack: and when both they and their father saw the bundles of money, they were afraid. 

36 And Jacob their father said unto them, Me have ye bereaved of my children: Joseph is not, and 
Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin away: all these things are against me. 

37 And Reuben spake unto his father, saying, Slay my two sons, if I bring him not to thee: deliver him 
into my hand, and I will bring him to thee again. 

38 And he said, My son shall not go down with you; for his brother is dead, and he is left alone: if 
mischief befall him by the way in the which ye go, then shall ye bring down my gray hairs with sorrow 
to the grave. 

     Jacob could not handle the prospect of losing another son, and didn’t trust the brothers who had 
already caused the loss of Joseph and now Simeon. No way was he going to release Benjamin his 
youngest and most prized treasure. 

     The brothers had told Jacob everything and as they emptied their food sacks, each man’s money 
fell out. They were all afraid because they knew their lies and their sins were about to catch up with 
them.  

     If we attempt to run from our sin or even cover up our sin and refuse to make the proper 
restitution to God and our fellowman, God will never forget; it will catch up with us and there will 
be a reckoning day when God will force His own to deal with their sin. It may take a month or two, it 
may take a year or more, or it could even take 20 years but God will cause us to face it, and deal 
with it always.  

Numbers 32:23 

23 But if ye will not do so, behold, ye have sinned against the LORD: and be sure your sin will find you 
out. 

 

 


