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“Is the God of the OT Different than the God of the NT?” 

 

Question: Isn’t the God of the Old Testament a God of Hate and Wrath while the God of 

the New Testament is a God of Love and Patience?  
 

Introduction  

It is a common objection of critics against the Bible that there are two different views of 

God in the Bible. The God of the Old Testament is seen as angry, violent, emotionally unstable 

and always looking to judge and condemn people. By contrast, they say, the God of the New 

Testament, as manifested by Jesus Christ, is a God of mercy, kindness, love and compassion. He 

does not seem like a God who judges but who accepts, nurtures, and shows mercy to people. Is 

such a view accurate? Does the Bible present two different Gods in the two testaments? How can 

we respond to such charges against our God, our Bible, and our faith? 

 

I. The God of the Old Testament is a God of wrath. 

As we read the Old Testament we do see that God is the majestic ruler of the 

universe. As both Creator and Judge, He has the right to exercise His authority over His 

creation as He chooses, provided that whatever He does is consistent with His holy 

nature. Thus, we do see that God at times does exercise His wrath and display His anger 

at the sin, rebellion, and wickedness of men. Some well-known examples are the 

following: 

 

A. The Flood. 

“For behold, I will bring a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh in 

which is the breath of life under heaven. Everything that is on the earth shall die.” 

(Genesis 17:17) 

 

B. The Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. 

“Then the LORD rained on Sodom and Gomorrah sulfur and fire from the LORD 

out of heaven. And he overthrew those cities, and all the valley, and all the 

inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the ground.” 

(Genesis 19:24-25) 

 

C. The call for the destruction of the Amorites, the Amalekites, and the Canaanites. 

1. The Amorites (Joshua 10:1-28) 

2. The Amalekites (Exod. 17:8-14; 1 Sam. 15:1-8) 

3. The Canaanites (Deut. 20:16-18)  

 

D. God was also angry many times with the people of Israel. 

1. 2 Kings 6:24-33 

2. 2 Sam. 24:15 

3. Num. 21:4-9 

4. Deut. 28:15-68 
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II. Is it wrong to be wrathful? 

 

A. How can God not punish evil and injustice? 

1. The holiness of God requires that He punish sin and wickedness. Therefore, if He 

ever manifests His judgment against sin, He is just to do so. 

2. “The Rock, his works are perfect, for all his ways are justice. A God of 

faithfulness and without iniquity, just and upright is he.” (Deut. 32:4) 

3. “And I heard the angel is charge of the waters say, ‘Just you are, O Holy One, 

who is and who was, for you brought these judgments’ . . . And I heard the altar 

saying, ‘Yes, Lord God, the Almighty, true and just are your judgments.’” 

(Revelation 16:5-7) 

 

B. Wrath is a righteous action against wickedness.  

1. “God’s wrath means that he intensely hates all sin.” (Wayne Grudem, Systematic 

Theology, Zondervan, 1994, p. 206). 

2. Would we really want a God who did not punish sin, evil, and wrong-doing? 

What would happen to a society if evil-doing was never punished? 

 

C. Is God unjust in His judgments? Was He wrong to judge these peoples? 

1. He waited 120 years before judging the earth with the flood (Gen. 6:3). 

2. The cities of Sodom and Gomorrah were exceedingly wicked but God gave them 

time for repentance before pouring out His punishment and wrath (Gen. 18:20; 

19:1-22; Ezek. 16:49-50). 

3. He waited 400 years before judging the Amorites (Gen. 15:13-16). 

4. The Canaanites were very wicked but God waited a long time before He exercised 

His punishment upon them (Deut. 9:5). 

 

III. But is this claim even true? Is God different in the Old Testament than He is in the 

New Testament? 

 

A. God is a God of love in the Old Testament. 

1. There are numerous examples of and statement about the love, mercy, kindness, 

and patience of God in the Old Testament.  

2. “The Lord passed before him and proclaimed, ‘The Lord, the Lord, a God 

merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and 

faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 

transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the 

iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children's children, to the third and 

the fourth generation.’” (Exod. 34:6-7) 

3. “Have I any pleasure in the death of the wicked, declares the Lord God, and not 

rather that he should turn from his way and live?” (Ezek. 18:23. See also Ezekiel 

18:32; 33:11). 

4. “8 The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 

love.  

9 He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever. 
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10 He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our 

iniquities.  

11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love 

toward those who fear him;  

12 as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions 

from us. 

13 As a father shows compassion to his children, so the Lord shows compassion to 

those who fear him. 

14 For he knows our frame; he remembers that we are dust.” 

(Psalm 103:8-14) 

 

B. God is a God of wrath in the New Testament. 

1. The New Testament contains many statements that speak of the anger of God 

against sin, injustice, and unrighteousness. 

2. “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son 

shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him” (John 3:36). 

3. “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth” (Rom. 

1:18). 

4. “Among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the 

desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the 

rest of mankind” (Eph. 2:3). 

5. “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God” (Heb. 10:31). 

6. “For our God is a consuming fire” (Heb. 12:29). 

 

C. Jesus spoke more about hell than any other person in the Bible. 

1. About half of his parables speak of hell and judgment. 

2. About 13% of what Jesus says in the New Testament is related to the subject of 

hell and judgment. 

3. Jesus uses different images to describe hell (outer darkness, unending fire, 

weeping and gnashing of teeth, being cast from God’s presence, etc.). These are 

frightening images that help to explain the utter horror of hell. 

 

D. Jesus spoke some of the most wrathful things in the entire Bible.  

1. Condemnation of the Scribes and Pharisees (Matt. 23:1-26).  

2. He came to bring a sword (10:34-35).  

3. Destroy His enemies before Him (Lk. 19:27). 

4. Nonetheless, can anyone really doubt that Jesus is loving? 

 

E. The return of Jesus Christ is a clear picture of wrath (so is the final judgment).  

1. Rev. 19:11-21contains graphic language of how Jesus will destroy His enemies. 

2. See also 2 Thess. 1:6-10; 2 Pet. 3:10-13;  

 

IV. At the cross we see the interplay between the wrath of God and His love.  

 

A. God’s wrath against sin was poured out on Jesus Christ. 
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1. Rom. 3:25. Christ was our propitiation. 

2. 1 Cor. 5:21. Christ became our sin sacrifice. 

3. 1 Pet. 2:24. Jesus bore our sins in His body on the tree. 

4. Is. 53:10. Christ bore the brunt of the Father’s anger against sin. 

 

B. God’s love was manifested in the giving of His Son for sinners. 

1. Rom. 5:8. The cross manifested God’s love for His enemies, i.e., us! 

2. 1 John 4:9-10. God showed His love by making Jesus our propitiation. 

3. John 3:16; 1 John 4:16. The cross shows God’s great love for sinners. 

 

V. God’s ways are not our ways (Is. 55:8-9). 

 

A. We must not try to tame God to make Him fit our idea of what He should be like. 

1. God is not like us (Ps. 50:21; Num. 23:19).  

2. He is the Creator; we are the created. How, then, can we judge Him? (Rom. 9:20-

21; Dan. 4:34-35). 

3. Our view of justice is limited; His view of justice is perfect and eternal. 

4. Aslan is a good lion, but he is not a tame lion. 

 

B. God has always been, is, and will always be the same. 

1. “For I the LORD do not change.” (Mal. 3:6) 

2. “From everlasting to everlasting you are God.” (90:2) 

3. “Of old you laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your 

hands. They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment. 

You will change them like a robe, and they will pass away, but you are the same, 

and your years have no end.” (Ps. 102:25-27) 

4. “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of 

lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.” (Jam. 1:17) 

5. “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” (Heb. 13:8) 

6. See also Num. 23:19; 1 Sam 15:29; Is. 46:9-11; etc. 

 

 

VI. Conclusion: God is the same in both the Old Testament and the New Testament.  

 

A. In both testaments, we see His love and His wrath. 

 

B. In both testaments, we see His holiness and His mercy. 

 

C. In both testaments we see His desire to save and His patience with sinners. 
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Come and See (The King of Love) (Graham Kendrick) 

Come and see, come and see  

Come and see the King of love  

See the purple robe and crown of thorns he wears  

Soldiers mock, rulers sneer as he lifts the cruel cross  

Lone and friendless now he climbs towards the hill  

Chorus  We worship at Your feet  

Where wrath and mercy meet  

And a guilty world is washed by love’s pure stream  

For us he was made sin 

Oh, help me take it in  

Deep wounds of love cry out “Father, forgive”  

I worship, I worship the Lamb who was slain  

 

Come and weep, come and mourn  

For your sin that pierced him there  

So much deeper than the wounds of thorn and nail  

All our pride, all our greed  

All our fallenness and shame  

And the Lord has laid the punishment on him  

 

Chorus 

 

Man of heaven, born to earth  

To restore us to Your heaven  

Here we bow in awe beneath Your searching eyes  

From Your tears comes our joy  

From Your death our life shall spring  

By Your resurrection power we shall rise  

 

Chorus  
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