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[Sunday, May14, 2017] Luke Series, Luke chapter 7, verses 17-35 – Craig 
Thurman 

 
By the Word of God we considered the first and the last resurrections. We might 
differ on some particulars among us as to when these might be and who might be 
involved in them, and that is certainly understandable.  There is a great amount of 
personal and critical discernment involved in eschatology.  But hopefully we do 
agree on these two points: that there is a first and there is a last resurrection.  
There is more than one, and less than three: there are two and only two.  It is a 
great blessing to have a few moments to consider in the first resurrection the 
great promise of Christ’s second coming.  Except that we are failing of the grace of 
God, I’m not sure that this can be contemplated without the sense of great joy. 
 

John’s the Baptist’s Question of Christ & Christ’s Defense of John 
 
17  And this      rumour       of him went forth throughout all Judaea,  
                      report, word 
 

rumour, λόγος, simply report or word. 
 

and throughout all the region round about. 
 

region round about, περιχώρῳ,  dat. sing. fem. of peri<xwroj; περι < 

about, concerning, [around] +  χώρa, field, land, parcel. 

 
17 καὶ ἐξῆλθεν ὁ λόγος οὗτος ἐν ὅλῃ τῇ Ἰουδαίᾳ περὶ αὐτοῦ καὶ ἐν πάσῃ τῇ 
περιχώρῳ 
 

18  And the disciples of John shewed him                                    of all these things. 
                                                                          referring back to John 
Lit.  And they shewed to John, those of his disciples, concerning all these things. 
 

shewed, ἀπήγγειλαν, 3ppl. aor. ind. of a]pagge<llw, a]po< of, since, 

from +  a]gge<llw, to convey a message; KJV, to report, tell, show, 

declare, bring word; v.22, tell; Mt.11.4, shew. 
 

John has been imprisoned for some months now. (18mos.?) 
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Lk.3.19  But Herod the tetrarch, being reproved by him for Herodias 
his brother Philip’s wife, and for all the evils which Herod had done, 
20  Added yet this above all, that he shut up John in prison. 
 

And his disciples brought word of the things that Jesus was doing.  It is the 
rumour which was reported of the disciples of John concerning Christ.  Not 
that they were necessarily eyewitnesses to these works done by Him. 
  

Mt 11:2  Now when John had heard in the prison the works of Christ, 

he sent two of his disciples … 

18 Καὶ ἀπήγγειλαν Ἰωάννῃ οἱ μαθηταὶ αὐτοῦ περὶ πάντων τούτων 
 
                                                       τινάς 

19 ¶  And John calling unto him two            of his disciples sent them to Jesus,  
                                                                 certain (redundant, if he sends two it should   
                                                                                be obvious they are certain.) 
 

sent, ἔπεμψεν, 3ps. aor. ind. act. of pe<mpw; to send (often); thrust (2) 

 
And so from prison he sends two disciples to Jesus. 

 
saying, Art thou he that   should come?   or   look we for     another? 
                                                   comes                 expect 

Mt.11.3 or do we look for another? 
 

should come, ἐρχόμενος (27 times, came, cometh, that cometh, 
should come; that should come, when come, who- cometh), nom. 
sing. masc. part. pres. of e@rxomai, to come. 

 
look we for, προσδοκῶμεν, 1pl. pres. ind. of prosdoka<w; προ<j to, 

for +  δοκa<w [TDNT, fr. dek-, dok- (de<xomai = “to take, accept”]; 

KJV, look (10), wait (3), expect (2), tarry (1); Ps.119.166, I waited; 
prosdoki<a, Ge. 49.10, is the expectation; Ps. 119.116, expectation. 
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19 καί προσκαλεσάμενος δύο τινάς τῶν μαθητῶν αὐτοῦ ὁ Ἰωάννης 
ἔπεμψεν πρὸς τὸν Ἰησοῦν, λέγων, Σὺ εἶ ὁ ἐρχόμενος ἢ ἄλλον προσδοκῶμεν 
 

20  When the men were come unto him, they said, John Baptist hath sent us 
unto thee, saying, Art thou he that should come? or look we for another? 
 

These questions involve more than just his personal concerns.  look we for 
another, not look I.  The answers given will point John’s disciples to Christ. 
The time is at hand when these disciples, except they err in their judgment, 
should follow Christ.   
 
Why these questions?  This is the John whose birth was announced by an 
angel.  His name was revealed by that angel to his father, Zacharias.  No 
doubt he had heard of the the event of Mary’s visit to his mother Elizabeth 
and the leaping in the womb at the salutation of the Lord’s mother.  He 
knew that the prophet had prophesied of him as forerunner to Christ.  He is 
the one who at the coming of Christ to Him at the river Jordan cried, 
Behold, the Lamb of God which taketh away the sins of the world. (Jn.1.29)  
He saw more and more of his disciples leaving him and going after Christ. 
He knew that he was the friend of the bridegroom.  (Jn.3.29, 30)  But there 
were things that he didn’t understand.  If the disciples of the Lord Jesus 
didn’t understand the things which would lead to the eventual death of 
Christ how could John understand them.   
 

After the transfiguration we see they did not understand that Jesus 
was going to die: 
Mk.9.8  And suddenly, when they had looked round about, they saw 
no man any more, save Jesus only with themselves. 
9  And as they came down from the mountain, he charged them that 
they should tell no man what things they had seen, till the Son of man 
were risen from the dead. 
10  And they kept that saying with themselves, questioning one with 
another what the rising from the dead should mean. 
 
After His resurrection it was revealed to them: [the Emmaus road] 
Lk.24.25  Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to 
believe all that the prophets have spoken: 
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26  Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into 
his glory? 
27  And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto 
them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. 
… 
30  And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took bread, 
and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them. 
31  And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he vanished 
out of their sight. 
… [the Christ comes to the eleven and other disciples] 
43  And he took it, and did eat before them. 
44  And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto 
you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which 
were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the 
psalms, concerning me. 
45  Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand 
the scriptures, 
46  And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ 
to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: 

 
John the Baptist and his disciples very likely had expectations of the Lord 
casting down all authority and taking His throne over Israel and ruling the 
world in righteousness.  But Jesus was not positioning Himself to take any 
throne.  When there were those who would have set Him up as King He left 
them. 
  

Joh 6:15  When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and 
take him by force, to make him a king, he departed again into a 
mountain himself alone. 
 

This contradicted their view of the Christ of God.   
 

‘The unfruitful trees had not been cut down; the grain had not been 
winnowed from the chaff, nor was the unquenchable fire kindled to 
his [John’s] view. He probably saw not tendency toward any of these 
results. Not one prominent element of the prevailing conception of 
the reign of the Messiah, could he recognize in the proceedings of 
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Jesus.’ An American Commentary of the New Testament, Mark and 
Luke, vol. 2, Clark & Bliss, p.132. 

 
How disturbing this must have been to his disciples too. It is one thing to 
have doubts because of a lack of understanding, but it is quite another to 
doubt because of unbelief.  John was not rejecting Jesus Christ, but he did 
not understand what He was doing.  Faith!  These questions needed to be 
raised.  John had no alternative for the welfare of his disciples.  He and his 
disciples will receive the comfort of an answer from Christ Himself. 
 

It’s alright to ask questions.  Questions can be good.  But be sure 
when asking questions that the purpose for asking them is to receive 
an answer.  Are the questions that we ask of someone to learn from 
them our answer, or are they a device for setting up the occasion to 
defend ourselves? 

  
The answer that Christ gave to John was all that he needed to know.  Christ 
did not settle every question that John had concerning Christ’s first coming.  
He still could not have understood what Christ was doing by taking such an 
humble role among men.   
 
The saints have here a great example in John.  These questions were sent to 
no other than Jesus Christ.  Whenvever we have doubt we need to bring it 
to Christ.  No one else can help us but He.  Go to the Lord in prayer, and 
look to His Word for the answer.  That is the only good recourse that the 
children of God have in times like this.  
 

Eschatological questions are important.  Who among us doesn’t have 
questions about those things surrounding the second coming of 
Christ in the first resurrection? This seems to bear true, been there, 
done that, the younger you are the more you think you know about 
everything.  We are certain of this, that time and experience has a 
way of changing our perspective. 

 
For failing to seek answer from Christ is to fail. 
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Notice John’s faith was not shaken to the point of unbelief.  He remained 
confident in the truth of the Word of God that God’s Christ would come … 
or look we for another.   That is not a denial of the truth.  He is looking for 
an answer which corresponds with God’s Word. He didn’t understand.  And 
Christ helped his faith by giving this answer: 

 
20 παραγενόμενοι δὲ πρὸς αὐτὸν οἱ ἄνδρες εἶπον, Ἰωάννης ὁ βαπτιστὴς 
ἀπέσταλκεν ἡμᾶς πρὸς σὲ λέγων, Σὺ εἶ ὁ ἐρχόμενος ἢ ἄλλον προσδοκῶμεν 
 

21  And in that same hour he cured many of their infirmities and plagues, and of 
evil spirits; and unto many that were blind he gave sight. 
 

infirmities, νόσων, gen. pl. of no<soj; KJV, sickness (5), disease (6), 

infirmity (1). 
 
plagues, μαστίγων, gen. pl. of ma<stic; KJV, plague (4), scourge (2). 

 
The woman which had the issue of blood in Mk.5.25 has this 
plague or scourge.  This Gr. is used as one that is scourged for 
crime in Acts 22.24; He.11.36. Certainly tells of the personal 
suffering under physical affliction. 
 

Marvin Vincent wrote: 
 

‘Marking the two classes of disease recognized in medical writings, 
chronic and acute.’ Vincent’s Word Studies in the New Testament, 
vol. 1, p.324 

 
The answer to John’s questions are clear: Yes, I am the One that should 
come, and No, you do not look for another.  How much better an answer 
could have been given him than this? Again, Christ did not answer every 
question on the mind of John the Baptist.  He gave enough answer for him 
to finish his course with confidence.  

 
21 ἐν αὐτῇ δὲ τῇ ὥρᾳ ἐθεράπευσεν πολλοὺς ἀπὸ νόσων καὶ μαστίγων καὶ 
πνευμάτων πονηρῶν καὶ τυφλοῖς πολλοῖς ἐχαρίσατο τὸ βλέπειν 
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22  Then Jesus answering said unto them, Go your way,  
 
and tell John     what things ye have seen and heard;  
                                             Mt.11.4 which ye do hear and see …   

 
tell, ἀπαγγείλατε, 2ppl. aor.iper. act. of a]pagge<llw, a]po< of, since, 

from +  a]gge<llw; v.18 and same in Mt.11.4, shew. 

 
Obviously those things seen and heard, or heard and seen refer to those 
things received directly from Christ; no longer a third person report. 

 
how that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised,  

 
deaf, kwfoi<, nom. pl. masc. of kwfo<j; can refer to either the deaf 

or the dumb. 
 
          πτωχοὶ εὐαγγελίζονται 
to the poor the gospel is preached. 
   [and] the poor are evangelized. 
 

poor, πτωχοὶ, nom. pl. masc. of ptwxo<j; KJV, poor (often), beggar 

(2), beggarly (1). 
 

Now John’s disciples not only heard the rumour, but our Lord demonstrates 
His works before their eyes so that they may take back to John an eye-
witness account of Christ’s works.  The way that this reads is, blind-ones 
see again, lame one are waling about, lepers are being cleansed, deaf ones 
are hearing, dead onea are raised, and poor ones are being given the 
gospel. 

 
22 καὶ ἀποκριθεὶς ὁ Ἰησοῦς εἶπεν αὐτοῖς Πορευθέντες ἀπαγγείλατε Ἰωάννῃ 
ἃ εἴδετε καὶ ἠκούσατε ὅτι τυφλοὶ ἀναβλέπουσιν χωλοὶ περιπατοῦσιν 
λεπροὶ καθαρίζονται κωφοὶ ἀκούουσιν νεκροὶ ἐγείρονται πτωχοὶ 
εὐαγγελίζονται 
 

23  And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me. 
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                                                            would 
 

shall … be offended, σκανδαλισθῇ, 3ps. aor. subj. pass. of 
skandali<zw; always tss. offend; the noun ska<ndalon, is tss. 

offend, stumblingblock, occasion to fall, and stumbling. 
 

And so, to fail to apprehend Jesus as the Christ of God that should come. 
That would be to stumble and fall.  That is the offense.  The elect of God 
cannot so stumble.   
 
The religious leaders rejected Jesus’ claims as Son of God, His birth, His 
parents, His upbringing, His vocation, His learning, His wisdom, His love and 
care for the people no matter what day it was, the way He trained his 
disciples, His associations with Publicans and sinners, and more.  Everything 
about Christ offended them. Their objections said in effect that He cannot 
be the Messiah of God.  As we shall see in the following verses, it made no 
difference what He would have done they would have nothing to do with 
Him. 
 

Let me say this about offenses with which we are affected.  Examine 
what it is that offends us and most often we will find it touches on 
some weakness in our own lives that needs to be changed.  

 
23 καὶ μακάριός ἐστιν ὃς ἐὰν μὴ σκανδαλισθῇ ἐν ἐμοί 
 

24  And when the messengers of John were departed, he began to speak unto  
 
                ὄχλους        περὶ          Ἰωάννου 
the          people    concerning     John,  
  Mt.11.7, multitudes (same Gr. o@xloj) 
 
 

So that there is no misunderstanding about the great Baptist Christ, directly 
after the disciples of John depart instructs the masses gathered of this great 
man. 
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   Τί     ἐξεληλύθατε  εἰς  τὴν    ἔρημον             θεάσασθαι 
What  went ye out into the wilderness  for      to see?  
 

went ye out, ἐξεληλύθατε, 2ppl. perf. ind. of e]ce<rxomai, e]k out, of  +  

e<rxomai, to come; a matter of historical fact that these had gone to 

see John.  
 
to see, θεάσασθαι, aor. infin. of qea<omai; θεάσασθαι is found 4 

times in the N.T. (Mt.11.7; 22.11; Lk.7.24; Ro.15.24, always to see); to 
view, review, to inspect like a spectator. 

 
A reed shaken with the wind? 
 

reed, κάλαμον, acc. sing. of ka<lamoj; KJV, reed (11), pen (1). 

 
shaken, σαλευόμενον, acc. sing. masc. part. pres. pass. of saleu<w; 

KJV, moved (1), shaken (14), stirred (1). 
 
Perhaps a reference to a man moveable and swayed like a reed does in the 
blowing of the wind, so he by the current events and popular opinions of 
the day; just a passing trend. Christ, in so many words says, this was not 
John the Baptist. He was straightforward; his preaching was clear, bold, and 
unapologetic. 
 

Mt.3.1 ¶  In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the 
wilderness of Judaea, 
2  And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
 
Joh 1:15  John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of 
whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for he 
was before me. 
 
Joh 1:36  And looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold the 
Lamb of God! 
 
Jn.3.27  John answered and said, A man can receive nothing, except it 
be given him from heaven. 
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28  Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am not the Christ, but 
that I am sent before him. 
29  He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the 
bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly 
because of the bridegroom’s voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled. 
30  He must increase, but I must decrease. 
31  He that cometh from above is above all: he that is of the earth is 
earthly, and speaketh of the earth: he that cometh from heaven is 
above all. 

 
This man was not confused about that which God sent him to do.  He stood 
against the religious hypocrites and critics.  He was a man of Biblical 
conviction. 
 

Mt.3.7 ¶  But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees 
come to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who 
hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 

 
24 Ἀπελθόντων δὲ τῶν ἀγγέλων Ἰωάννου ἤρξατο λέγειν πρὸς τοὺς ὄχλους 
περὶ Ἰωάννου Τί ἐξεληλύθατε εἰς τὴν ἔρημον θεάσασθαι κάλαμον ὑπὸ 
ἀνέμου σαλευόμενον 
 
                                              ἰδεῖν 

25  But what went ye out for to see?  
 

to see, ἰδεῖν (37), aor. infin. of ei]de<w. 

 
A man clothed in soft raiment?  
 

clothed, ἠμφιεσμένον, acc. sing. masc. part. perf. pass. of 
amfie<nnumi, amfi< around, on both sides (amphi-bian is both a land 

and water creature; amphi-bious is both land and water capable)  +  

e!nnumi to clothe. 

 
soft, μαλακοῖς, dat. pl. neut. of malako<j; KJV, soft (3), effeminate (1, 

1Co.6.9). 
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But John was dressed in rough clothes and ate a very restricted diet. 
 

Mt 3:4  And the same John had his raiment of camel’s hair, and a 
leathern girdle about his loins; and his meat was locusts and wild 
honey. 

                                              ἐνδόξῳ 
Behold, they which are gorgeously apparelled, and live delicately, are in kings’ 
courts. 
                        Mt. 11.8, behold, they that wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 

 
gorgeously, ἐνδόξῳ, dat. sing. masc. e@ndocoj, e@n by, in, with +  

do<ca, glory; KJV, gorgeously, glorious, and honorable. 

 
 

And John was a desert dweller. 
 

Lk.1.80  And the child [John] grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and 
was in the deserts till the day of his shewing unto Israel. 
 
Mt.3.1 ¶  In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the 
wilderness of Judaea, 
2  And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
3  For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The 
voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 
 

John was certainly not what we see today; refined character, rich in dress, 
living in a mansion, and associated with the rich in this world.  
 
25 ἀλλὰ τί ἐξεληλύθατε ἰδεῖν ἄνθρωπον ἐν μαλακοῖς ἱματίοις ἠμφιεσμένον 
ἰδού, οἱ ἐν ἱματισμῷ ἐνδόξῳ καὶ τρυφῇ ὑπάρχοντες ἐν τοῖς βασιλείοις εἰσίν 
 

26  But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? Yea, I say unto you, and much 
more than a prophet. 
 

Lk.1.76  And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: 
for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways; 
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77  To give knowledge of salvation unto his people by the remission of 
their sins, 
78  Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring 
from on high hath visited us, 
79  To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of 
death, to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

 
This is the prophet foretold of a prophet. This prophet not only foretold of 
the coming the Lord, but saw him with his eyes, touched him with his 
hands, and publically announced Him to be the Lamb of God. No other 
prophet did this! 
 
26 ἀλλὰ τί ἐξεληλύθατε ἰδεῖν προφήτην ναί λέγω ὑμῖν καὶ περισσότερον 
προφήτου 
 

27  This is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger before thy 
face, which shall prepare thy way before thee. 
 

shall prepare, κατασκευάσει, 3ps. fut. ind. of kataskeua<zw, kata< 

as, according, down +  skeua<zw, the noun skeu?oj, is goods, vessel, 

stuff; kataskeua<zw, KJV, prepare, build, ordain, made; LXX, 

prepared (Nu.21.7), made (Is.40.19), formed (Is.40.28).  
 

Ah, there were many prophets, but only one forerunner.  (J-F-B, vol. 3, p. 
251) John the Baptist’s ministry was to manifest God’s Messiah to Israel.  
He was more than a prophet. 
 

Joh 1:31  And I knew him not: but that he should be made manifest to 
Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with water. 

 
There were three witnesses to John’s great work prior to his death: 
 

Malachi the prophet foretold of John: 
Mal 3:1  Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the 
way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to 
his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: 
behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts. 
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The angel sent to John’s father Zacharias (cf. Lk.1.13): 
Lu 1:17  And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to 
turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to 
the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord. 
 
And Jesus Himself (Lk.7.27): 
Mt 11:10  For this is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send my 
messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee. 
 

And a fourth given in the subsequent narrative accounts of the synoptic 
gospels. 
 

(Mt.3.3; Mk.1.2-4; Lk.3.2-4): 
Mt 3:3  For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, 
saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way 
of the Lord, make his paths straight.  
 

27 οὗτός ἐστιν περὶ οὗ γέγραπται Ἰδού, ἐγώ ἀποστέλλω τὸν ἄγγελόν μου 
πρὸ προσώπου σου ὃς κατασκευάσει τὴν ὁδόν σου ἔμπροσθέν σου 
 

28  For I say unto you, Among those that are born of women there is not a 
greater prophet than John the Baptist:  
 

John was a prophet of God.  A. T. Robertson says,  
 

‘He is a for-speaker, forth-teller (pro-phetes) He may or may not be a 
fore-teller.  The main thing is for the prophet to have a message from 
God which he is willing to tell at whatever cost to himself. The word 
of God came to John in the wilderness of Judea (Luke 3:2).  That 
made him a prophet.’ Word Pictures in the New Testament, vol. 2, 
p.104. 

 
δὲ 
but                                  he that is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he. 
Mt.11.11 notwithstanding, same Gr. 
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In what way are the least in kingdom greater than John the Baptist.  This 
cannot mean that no one prior to Christ was not in the kingdom. 
  

Mt 8:11  And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and 
west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the 
kingdom of heaven. 
 

I do not know what this means.  It might be that the contrast is what was 
revealed to what is being revealed.  Messiah is come; more prophesies are 
fulfilled; mysteries are unfolding; and New Testament Scriptures shall 
become complete.   
 
28 λέγω γὰρ ὑμῖν μείζων ἐν γεννητοῖς γυναικῶν προφήτης Ἰωάννου τοῦ 
βαπτιστοῦ οὐδείς ἐστιν ὁ δὲ μικρότερος ἐν τῇ βασιλείᾳ τοῦ θεοῦ μείζων 
αὐτοῦ ἐστιν 
 
The gospel of Matthew contains the following: 
Mt.11.12  And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of 
heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force. 
                                                    or, the violent seize it. 
 

violence, biazetai>, 3ps. pres. ind. pass. and mid. 

violent, biastai<, nom. pl. of biasth<j (only this once) 

Greek verb root, bia<zw; only found here; the nouns biasth<j 

(violent [1]) and bi<a (always translated violence [4]). 

 
Verb, bia<zw 

Lu 16:16  The law and the prophets were until John: since 
that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every 
man presseth into it. 
 
Noun, bi<a 

Ac 24:7  But the chief captain Lysias came upon us, and 
with great violence took him away (or led him away, 
a]pa<gw) out of our hands … 
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take … by force,a[rpa<zousin, 3ppl. pres. ind. act. of a[rpa<zw; 

KJV, to catch, take … by force, pluck, catch, pull. 
 
13  For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John. 
14  And if ye will receive it, this is Elias, which was for to come. 
 

And if ye … spoken with reference to the masses of the people 
gathered about our Lord Jesus.  If indicates that masses were in 
unbelief about the purpose of John and Christ.  The religious leaders 
used this to their own advantage.  Thus the violence.   
 
This was Elias which was for to come: 

 
Mt.17.10  And his disciples asked him, saying, Why then say the 
scribes that Elias must first come? 
11  And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias truly shall 
first come, and restore all things. 
12  But I say unto you, That Elias is come already, and they 
knew him not, but have done unto him whatsoever they listed. 
Likewise shall also the Son of man suffer of them. 
13  Then the disciples understood that he spake unto them of 
John the Baptist. 

 
15  He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 
 

29  And all the people that heard him, and the publicans, justified God, being 
baptized with the baptism of John. 
 

justified, ἐδικαίωσαν, 3ppl. aor. ind. act. of dikaio<w, KJV ; 

 
aor. ind. act. (3ps.) otherwise only found here, twice: 
Ro 8:30  Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also 
called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom 
he justified, them he also glorified. 
 

By subjecting themselves to John’s baptism the people said that God was 
right.  But also notice that this says that the baptism of Christ was John’s 
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baptism.  There is only one kind of baptism.  John’s baptism is the same as 
Christ’s baptism. 

 
The people took a right stand with God.  They agreed with God 
concerning their need for repentance and baptism.  David said as 
much when he said,  
 

Ps 51:4  Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this 
evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou 
speakest, and be clear when thou judgest. 
 

David justified God by acknowledging his sin.  In this way David 
confesses God is right, and I am a sinner just like He said I am.  This is 
what the Pharisees and the lawyers would not do. 

 
29 Καὶ πᾶς ὁ λαὸς ἀκούσας καὶ οἱ τελῶναι ἐδικαίωσαν τὸν θεόν 
βαπτισθέντες τὸ βάπτισμα Ἰωάννου 
 

30  But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God against 
themselves, being not baptized of him. 
 

lawyers, νομικοὶ, pl. of nomiko<j; always tss. with the English word 

lawyer. 
 
rejected, ἠθέτησαν, 3ppl. aor. ind. of  a]qete<w; a] negative particle + 

ti<qhmi to appoint, ordain, purpose, set; KJV, to reject, despise, 

frustrate, bring to nothing, disannul, cast off. 
 

These deemed the counsel of God as not applicable to them, though it 
came through John and their Messiah. It doesn’t matter what means God 
chooses to reveal His counsel.  It still stands true.  These failed to judge this 
by the Scriptures on account of the fact that the messengers did not fit 
their preconceived notions of how things were supposed to be. We must be 
diligent to hear the truth no matter what instrument God might choose to 
bring it to us. Measure all things by His Word. 
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30 οἱ δὲ Φαρισαῖοι καὶ οἱ νομικοὶ τὴν βουλὴν τοῦ θεοῦ ἠθέτησαν εἰς 
ἑαυτούς μὴ βαπτισθέντες ὑπ᾽ αὐτοῦ 
 

31  And the Lord said, Whereunto then shall I liken the men of this generation? 
and to what are they like? 
 

Luke’s focus is upon the men of this generation; Matthew upon the 
generation.  The people and the time of this people is under consideration.  
There is a general theme of ambivalence that runs through the crowds. 
They are rejecting the work of God in John and Christ among them.  This is 
their response to them in this day. 

 
31 εἶπεν δὲ ὁ Κύριος, Τίνι οὖν ὁμοιώσω τοὺς ἀνθρώπους τῆς γενεᾶς 
ταύτης καὶ τίνι εἰσὶν ὅμοιοι 
 

Answers to what: 
32  They are like unto children sitting in the marketplace, and calling one to 
another, and saying, 
 
Answers what they are like: 
We (John and Christ) have piped unto you,  
 

piped, Ηὐλήσαμεν, 1ppl. aor. ind. of au]le<w; three times in the N.T. 

and always tss. piped. 
 
and ye have not danced; we have mourned to you,  
 

mourned, ἐθρηνήσαμεν, 1ppl. aor. ind. of qrhne<w; KJV, mourn (2), 

lament (2). 
 

and ye have not wept. 
 

Responses that were appropriate considering the work of each messenger 
sent from God. 

 
32 ὅμοιοί εἰσιν παιδίοις τοῖς ἐν ἀγορᾷ καθημένοις καὶ προσφωνοῦσιν 
ἀλλήλοις καὶ λέγουσιν, Ηὐλήσαμεν ὑμῖν καὶ οὐκ ὠρχήσασθε ἐθρηνήσαμεν 
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ὑμῖν, καὶ οὐκ ἐκλαύσατε 
 

33  For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine; and ye 
say, He hath a devil. 
 

33 ἐλήλυθεν γὰρ Ἰωάννης ὁ βαπτιστὴς μήτε ἄρτον ἐσθίων μὴτὲ οἶνον 
πίνων καὶ λέγετε Δαιμόνιον ἔχει 
 

34  The Son of man is come eating and drinking; and ye say, Behold a gluttonous 
man, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners! 
 

a winebibber, οἰνοπότης, οἰνο <j wine +  πότης, pi<nw, to drink; a 

drinker of winer. 
 

John’s extreme temperance and self-denial and Christ’s indulgence and 
associations with sinners offended them.  They stumbled at Christ. (Read 
Ro.11.1-10) 

  
34 ἐλήλυθεν ὁ υἱὸς τοῦ ἀνθρώπου ἐσθίων καὶ πίνων καὶ λέγετε Ἰδού, 
ἄνθρωπος φάγος καὶ οἰνοπότης τελωνῶν φίλος καὶ ἁμαρτωλῶν 
 

35  But wisdom is justified of all her children. 
 

is justified, ἐδικαιώθη, 3ps. aor. ind. pass. of dikaio<w; ἐδικαιώθη, is 

tss. in the KJV as either were justified, are justified, was justified and 
justified (the passive verb already was stated in connection with the 
previous verb.) The aorist tense is not concerned with time.  It is 
simply a matter of fact that the children justified the wisdom of God 
by being baptized. 
 

The children of God know that John the Baptist has no devil, and that Jesus 
Christ is no wine-bibber and glutton.  They see in them the power of God 
working.  To be otherwise is to confess their hatred of the holy. 
 

‘The business is, they hate the power of godliness in them.’ Matthew 
Poole’s Commentary on the Holy Bible, vol. 3, p.50 
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The wisdom of God in His Word will be proved true in her children.  The 
objective truth in the Word of God, and the subjective experience in the 
children of God give unanimous testimony the the righteousness of God.  
God is always right!  When the voice of the messengers said to repent and 
be baptized for the kingdom of God is at hand these agreed by turning from 
their sins and receiving biblical baptism.  
 
The religious would not agree with God concerning their need to repent 
and be baptized.  They rejected the counsel of God and refused John’s 
baptism.  There is not the least suggestion here that baptism saves.  That 
the religious leaders rejected John’s baptism was proof of their rejection of 
God’s judgment against them as sinners.  Men must acknowledge their 
state as sinners before God and repent.  Only these persons who turn to 
Christ for forgiveness are ready for baptism. Without it baptism is nothing.  
This is where the religious leaders in that day stumbled at Christ.  And they 
still stumble at Christ today trying to add their works and find self worth 
before God so that He might save them.  That worth is not in us, but in 
Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God! 

 
35 καὶ ἐδικαιώθη ἡ σοφία ἀπὸ τῶν τέκνων αὐτῆς πάντων 
 

 


