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Introduction  

1. As we have previously noted, “assurance of faith” is the theme which ends the book of Hebrews 

(10:22). 

a. God has given us hope relating to His promise that Christ is returning to save the “many sons” of 

2:10.  

b. As evidenced in Chapter 10, those to whom this letter is addressed had endured a great struggle 

of affliction (10:32–34) that weakened their confidence in the hope promised to them (10:35, 

36). 

2. Citing Habakkuk 2:3 and 4, Paul, in order to strengthen them as they waited for the fulfillment of 

the promised hope, exhorts the reader with the need for endurance (10:36–39).  

a. The key to endurance is faith: “My righteous one shall live by faith.” 

b. This instruction also carries a warning: “If he [my righteous one] shrinks back, my soul has no 

pleasure in him.”  

3. This emphasis on living by faith takes us into Chapter 11 and the many biblical examples of those 

who lived by faith. 

a. God takes great pleasure in those who live by faith because they glorify Him by their faith and 

faithful lives (11:5). 

b. That God should be pleased with our walk ought to be the goal of every believer (Rom. 12:1, 2; 

14:18; Heb. 13:21). 

4. For this reason, it is very important to understand what faith is and how it works. 

a. Sadly, many think of faith as a kind of personal ritual to move God to grant certain personal de-

sires. 

b. Others see faith as a kind of self-protection to dull their pain as they face harsh realities in life. 

c. In this message, we want to introduce the 11th chapter by defining what faith is. 

I. Faith Defined 

1. The first verse of Chapter 11 does not define faith; rather it explains how faith works. 

a. Faith is foundational (the substance [KJV] or assurance [ESV]) for hoped-for promises. 

b. Faith is also evidential (the evidence [KJV] or conviction [ESV]) for realities in the unseen world. 

c. Faith is commendatory (martureo, witness, v. 2), the way the faithful are seen in their walk with 

God—their “good report” (KJV). 

2.  The phrase “by faith” is the means by which we understand things (v. 3). 

a. Universe (tous aiōnas, the ages) is a reference to history, not so much to the physical cosmos. 

b. Faith is the only proper way or means by which we are to view history and the cosmos because— 

c. This is how the Word of God will complete or perfect God’s plan. 

d. It was by the Word of God that what we see became a reality. In other words, contrary to modern 

scientism, the true reality is invisible to our physical sight (Gen. 1:1–31). 



3. Although the author of Hebrews does not actually define faith, he makes it clear that one cannot 

please God without faith (v. 6); thus we need to define faith. 

a. Very simply, faith is believing what is revealed and acting or responding correctly to it—trusting 

God. 

b. The true God exists, revealing Himself through His Word, which is also truth (John 17:8–10, 15–

19). 

c. Faith accepts this reality and responds accordingly. 

d. The remainder of Chapter 11 demonstrates how God’s people throughout history gave witness to 

the truth by how they responded to the Word revealed to them.  

e. In this obedience of faith, they were commended by God as pleasing to Him (vv. 4, 5, 39). 

II. The Unseen Reality 

1. There is a great deal about our history that has been hidden from us. 

a. There is a conflict in the unseen spiritual realm that affects our existence in the material realm 

while remaining largely unobserved to us. 

b. God reveals this conflict somewhat obtusely in His Word. 

c. It is not His will to reveal the details of this conflict, but He reveals what He expects His people to 

do and that they are to do it without question and often without full understanding. 

d. In some respects it is like a cosmic chess match with living pieces on the board, both God and Sa-

tan using the same means to get the pieces to respond to their respective wills. 

2. God is disadvantaged due to human sinfulness demonstrated in the predisposition to act in self- ad-

vantage, which Satan works to his benefit. 

a. Being the sovereign Lord, God is actually using Satan to bring glory and final victory ultimately 

to God alone. 

b. Faith is the means God uses to bring kingdom reality to full experience in the end. 

c. By the work of the Spirit, His redeemed people will destroy the devil and his schemes by trusting 

and obeying God, even though they do not fully under-stand what is taking place in the unseen 

realm. 

What This Means for Us  

While much remains unseen and unexplained to us, we do have considerable information that we can 

pursue to our advantage and encouragement as we walk by faith. Nevertheless, we must simply 

trust and obey. 

We must also beware that Satan is a liar and will do his best to deceive us and trick us into unbelief 

and disobedience. Paul refers to Satan’s work as “the mystery of lawlessness” (2 Thess. 2:7). While 

the lawless one seeks to thwart God’s plans, God will use him to judge “those who are perishing, 

because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. . . . They [will] believe what is false, in or-

der that all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness” 

(2 Thess. 2:10–12). 

Are you willing simply to take God at His word, trust Him implicitly, and obey Him without ques-

tion? It is only such persons who are commended in the world and made perfect at Jesus’ coming 

(vv. 39, 40). 


