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We'll begin today by looking at our text. Our text is found in Romans 14:7, 8 and 9. 
That's Romans 14:7, 8 and 9.

7 For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself. 8 For 
whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto 
the Lord: whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's. 9 For to this 
end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that he might be Lord both of 
the dead and living. 

Let us pray.

Dear heavenly Father, how gracious thou art. I thank thee, O Lord, for thy abundant 
mercy. I thank you, Lord, for bringing us here today, for providing a place to worship 
you. May you be among us. May you be the cord that binds the day. May thy Spirit lead 
us to thy feet. May you empty our minds and hearts of all carnal thoughts. And may you 
bring us, Lord, to thee to be instructed, that we may see thee, Lord, high and lifted up 
this day, that you would indeed fill our souls, that you would lead us, Lord, to thy 
righteousness for your name's sake, Lord, that you would glorify your name, that you, 
Lord, are worthy of all praise and all honor and all glory due unto thy holy name. In 
Jesus' name I pray. Amen.

As we read this text this morning, the thing that jumps out to me the most is how 
different it is and what lesson you get in the world today. The religious world today, the 
world outside of the religious world, everything is about living to self: self-will, self-
exaltation, self, the center of religion, how man must begin with God, how God stands in 
the same place where Satan is and says, "Choose me." Man always puts himself in the 
middle of life but for the child of God when he comes to our text today, "For none of us 
liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself. For whether we live, we live unto the 
Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord: whether we live therefore, or die, we are
the Lord's. For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that he might be Lord 
both of the dead and living."

As the Lord led me to this passage to preach from today, the two focal points of this 
passage, in the first two verses, I see a blessed oneness, a blessed oneness that the Lord 
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and his people enjoy together, what we have in the Lord; and secondly at the end of this 
passage in verse 9, I see Lordship. But I see the two of them go hand-in-hand, the 
oneness that we have and the Lordship as he is the Lord over all of his people. Out of that
oneness, out of that closeness, out of that union, the people of God experience Christ as 
Lord.

We live in this life, as I said, and there are a lot of things that puff us up. There are a lot 
of things that cause our minds to run away from the Lord. When I read a passage like 
this, the first thought that comes to my mind is we are not our own. We are not our own. 
Paul said that in 1 Corinthians 6:19, he said, "What? know ye not that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your 
own?" Have you ever thought about that as a child of God, that you are not your own? 
And that thought right there rebels against the flesh. The flesh comes up and says, "No, 
I'll serve no man. I'll have no man to reign over me because to me that is bondage." To 
the Apostle Paul, it was servitude. It was being enslaved to his Lord, a place that he 
relished in; a place that when the Lord would bring him to the feet of his Lord, he would 
say, "Yes, Lord. I want to serve you. I want to do everything that is pleasing to you."

That's that warfare that we have in this life. There is indeed a part of us that does not 
want this one to reign over us and we fight that every day of our lives. As Paul said in 
that passage I read, we are not our own, and I think about that and what a blow that gives 
to self-reliance, selfism that comes up in us every day of our lives. If the Lord is pleased 
to reveal to us that we are his, that we are his in this blessed union, what a glorious truth 
that is but what a deterrent to self it is.

I want to take you this morning, I know we haven't gone far into our text, but I want to 
take you to, I know no greater place to go in the word of God for oneness and the unity in
our Lord than the high priestly prayer. If you'll turn with me to John 17, beginning in 
verse 20, Jesus said these words and as I read these words, I pray the Holy Ghost 
searches our hearts. As we read our text today, whether we live, whether we die, we are 
the Lord's, does that thought worry you today? Does that thought come up and say, "I 
don't know if I want to be the Lord's in that way. I don't want to be subservient to the 
Lord in that way." I want you to listen: the union that we have, as I've said many times, is
eternal. It is vital to the child of God because outside of this union there is death. Outside 
of this union is just a profession of religion. Outside of this union is dead works in 
religion. Outside of this union is dead prayer, is dead worship, is dead religion.

So I want to begin in verse 20 as the Lord says, "Neither pray I for these alone." The 
Lord had just said in this prayer as he spoke to his Father, he said, "I pray not for the 
world. I pray for my own." And he says, "Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also
which shall believe on me through their word." That covers you and I. The Lord has 
prayed for us. As the Gospel has been spoken throughout all of the ages, the Lord has 
reserved and kept for himself a remnant and the Lord has prayed for every one of his 
people and he has spoken for them as a priest and he intercedes for them as a priest and 
he is their mediator as a priest and as a Lord.
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"That they all may be one," verse 21, "as thou, Father, art in me." Think about that a 
moment. To me, that just gives me chills to think that as the Father and the Son are one, 
we are one in them. That's where holiness is. That's where love is. That's where faith is. 
That's where life is. And as the Lord tells us in our text today, it's where life and death 
and everything in between is. It's in this oneness that the child of God has with his Lord.

"That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be 
one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me." That's the world of the elect
because the world outside of the elect will never believe in him.

"And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them." I want you to see where 
everything flows from this oneness. All of everything we have, let him that glory, glory 
in the Lord.

"And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as 
we are one." One in him.

"I in them." This is life. This is where the child of God derives life, this is how we move, 
this is how we breathe, this is how our thoughts are taken heavenward, away from this 
world, the trials of this world, the afflictions of this world, the fear of this world.

"I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one." We are perfect in 
Christ. I don't know about you but when I look in the mirror, I do not see perfection. 
When I listen to myself speak, I do not hear perfection. When I watch myself act, I do not
see perfection. It's not in me, it's in my Lord and if I be in him, when the Lord gives faith,
there is no sin. Do you understand that? That's perfection. The only perfection we have in
this life is in the Son, is what he gives the child of God to experience in this life, just the 
down payment, just a little glimpse of what it is in eternal glory, to be rid of sin and to 
have no brokenness of communion with the Lord. If you have experienced this, you know
how much you long for those days. Your desire is to have those moments that the Lord 
just fills your soul and your mind and such joy and peace floods your soul. That's where 
his perfection is, it's in him.

"That they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent 
me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me." We won't know it. We don't know it. 
You will see that today in the text that we read in all the Scripture that was being brought 
forth today, the Lord of life and the Lord of death and the Lord of everything that he is to 
us, must be a constant reminder to us. Paul even wrote that. He said,  you know, "It's not 
grievous for me to remind you or to write the same things unto you." It's not grievous for 
me to stand up here and preach the grace of Christ, the sufficiency of Christ over and 
over again because if you're like me, when we leave this place and when we go out and 
we get polluted by the world, we forget it. We don't realize it. We need to be constantly 
reminded and bathed in that fountain that the Lord is for his people, washed and renewed 
in the mind, in the heart. We're dependent.
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"And hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. Father, I will." I love that. I love that, 
"Father, I will." When my Lord says that, I know not only is he speaking from the 
Father's will, he's speaking from his will. He is speaking from the Holy Spirit's will. He is
speaking from a will that will never be altered or can never be changed. I see a 
preservation of the grace of the Lord when he says, "I will," and it's accomplished and it's
done. 

"Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am." And 
certainly in that day the Lord takes us home, when the life here is done, that is an 
absolute blessed truth but we are told here that we will look at later, that we're seated 
together with him in heavenly places. When the Lord says this, "they they be with me 
where I am," that's what I've been talking about this morning. To be taken away from this
life; to be taken away from the cares; to be taken away from your concerns and your 
fears; and to be taken to commune with the Lord; to be where he is reigning. And when 
the Lord reveals to us his reigning Lordship, that's where he makes us to lie down in that 
green pasture and we are revealed to us that it is finished; that he has fought for us; that 
he is life; and that everything we need is stored in him and that he lets down the hand to 
let those crumbs fall that sustain us every day. And we won't doubt. Faith doesn't doubt. 

See how much we need him. Even as I said that statement, I know some of you in here, as
well as myself, were thinking, "I still doubt. I still doubt over and over." That's right. 
That's what I am left to myself, left to that side that keeps wondering, that wants nothing 
to do with the Lord. But he's stronger in me. He is victory in me and that's the Lord's faith
that overcomes the strongman because he is stronger.

"Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they 
may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the 
foundation of the world." There is our eternal union in Christ. Lord, reveal that eternal 
union to my people, to the people, Lord, that you have chosen before the foundation of 
the world.

"O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee." And we can't. We can't without the 
Lord.

"But I have known thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me. And I have 
declared unto them thy name, and will declare it." Isn't that a blessed statement? "I have 
declared it." He declares to us our salvation in him but he continues to declare it. He 
continues to show us what he has done. He is a faithful high priest. He is a faithful Lord.

"And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith 
thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them." As I said, no greater place to go to 
show that union as the Lord himself used those words over and over: we in him, he in us. 
The Father, as he is joins us to the Father, there is no other way to the Father but through 
the Son. What begins in Christ must end in Christ. He is the author and finisher of our 
faith. He is the alpha and the omega. When I hear those things, I know that means he's the
beginning, he's the end, and I know my Lord is there all in between and I think of that in 
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reference to my life and I thank the Lord, "You have been there long before I even took 
my first breath. You have ordained my life. You have settled it. You are settled. And 
what you bring about in this life is finished." 

And I know people will look at that and the religious world says, "Oh, that makes you a 
robot." It doesn't make me a robot, it makes me a thankful sheep who knows that his 
Shepherd is life to him and that if I was left to myself, I would wander away from grace 
and I would wander away from the Lord's sufficiency and I would try to build a tower of 
Babel by my works and by my hands that the Lord says, "I will not receive. What pleases
me is my Son. Hear ye him." And the Lord speaks of who he is and what he has done. He
is all and in all.

Colossians 3:11 tells us that, "Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor 
uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all." That's 
what we see today in this passage. He is the Lord of life. He is the Lord of death. He is 
the Lord of everything in between. And you will see in this life that we experience both 
experientially. It's not an, "Oh, we're alive and then we die." We experience resurrection 
life over and over but we also experience death. We must experience death to things in 
this world. We must be crucified. I'm crucified with Christ.

However, there is another death and that death is the life outside of Christ and sometimes 
we're suffered to see that and sometimes we're suffered to be very scared of those things. 
We have deadness. We have deadness over and over. Have you ever woken up that way 
and just said, "Gosh, I feel so dead today"? We'll be in the middle of a day and be so 
downtrodden by life and you just don't seem to have any life in you. The Psalmist said, 
"Why is my soul so cast down?" Then the Lord picked him right up and said, "Hope thou 
in thee, Lord. Hope thou in the Lord." We can't get there on our own.

Yes, the Lord is the hope of glory in the soul. Paul said in Colossians 1:27, "To whom 
God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the 
Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory." It's not an outside Lord. It's not 
something you look at. It's not something you behold with your eyes or do with your 
members and say, "Lord, I accept you based on what I see." Man gets that so backwards 
in this life because he wants God to be a carving from his hand or something that he 
makes and he manipulates, but that must die in the child of God. And it will. "Faithful is 
he that calleth you who also will do it."

He is the oneness in this life. We are members, Paul says in Ephesians 5:30, we are 
members of his body, of his flesh and of his bones. Do you know what that means? We're
in him. We are part of him. He is the head of the church. He is where everything flows to 
his sheep. He is the Lord of life and that's what we see in our passage today: he that 
liveth, liveth therefore where we live therefore, or die. We are the Lord's. We are the 
Lord's.

And I don't know about you but I am very thankful that that part is put in there: whether 
we live or whether we die, because my mind doesn't go to the finality of life, my mind 
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goes to those days that I feel dead, that I feel lifeless. But he's still Lord. That's what 
verse 9 tells us, which we'll get into. But as we live unto him, as I said, our text tells us 
that we also die unto the Lord. And as I said, it seems to be something that we'll read 
about a little bit later in Hebrews, death is something that scares us. No matter what goes 
on in our bodies, no matter what goes on, we always equate what's going on with death 
but the Lord has taken the sting out of death because as he reveals that our sin is forgiven,
that our sin has been nailed to the tree, that his blood has covered our sins as far as from 
the east is to the west. When he reveals that, the sting of death is gone because that is 
what the child of God is most fearful of. He knows how good his Lord is and he's scared 
to death that he won't spend eternity with him because of his sin.

But the Lord takes that sting away and he reveals to his child, he said, "You will never 
die." Isn't that what he said to Martha? You will never die. The child of God sleeps in 
Jesus. 1 Thessalonians 4:14 says, "if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so 
them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him." That's a blessed terminology 
that says something about a never-ending life that the child of God has.

But I don't want to tell you that life continues because, think about that: the life that we 
have here is full of hardship, it's full of sin in our members, it's full of worry in our 
minds, it's full of pain, sometimes it's emptiness. But that life won't go on. The life that 
we have when we take our last breath and the Lord ushers us into the kingdom with him, 
we will have never-ending, unbroken glory in the glory of the Lord. In the glory of him to
see the fullness of his glory that we can't comprehend here.

Revelation 14:13 says, "And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed 
are the dead which die in the Lord." In the Lord. There is a death in the Lord. That's for 
the child of God. "From henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their 
labours; and their works do follow them." I've always, always appreciated that verse. I, as
one young in my life surrounded by works people, by works religion to get you to 
heaven, this is what you have to do, this is what you must do, your obedience will get this
for you, the Lord has that chalkboard up there and he's telling everybody whatever you 
do for him, he's keeping score and if you've got more than the other side, you're going to 
end up in heaven. It's all about works but you don't read that there, do you? Their works 
follow them. It doesn't go before them. The Shepherd goes before them. It's what the 
Shepherd has done. Their works follow after them, meaning that's not what got them to 
heaven. It's the Lord's salvation that's in him that brings them there. They die in the Lord.

I know it's an unpleasant thing to speak of but it's only unpleasant because of the sting of 
death and for the child of God, it is a blessed truth to know that whether we live or 
whether we die, we are the Lord's. Verse 9 says, "whether we live, we live unto the Lord. 
Whether we die," verse 8, "we die unto the Lord. Whether we live therefore, or die, we 
are the Lord's." We are the Lord's. That's what we started with. That's the oneness, the 
oneness that we have in the Lord. This is what we have that the world doesn't have.

Then moving to verse 9, "For to this end." I love terminology like that. It tells us, "Hey, 
sit up. Listen. Listen to what the Lord has done."
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"For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived." Sitting at the right hand reigning
with the Father. He died, rose and revived. Why? "That he might be Lord both of the 
dead and living." Do you know what that means today? As I said before, it's a blessed 
truth: even in those times that we experience death here, Paul said, "I've been in deaths 
oft," and we're going to end this today with something else Paul said that we've talked 
about before about how we experience death. We have it in ourselves here and what a 
blessing it is that the Lord is Lord of that. He is Lord of bringing the beauty of the 
spirituality of his law that tells us that we're sinners, that reveals sin. 

He is Lord of that. He is Lord of the trial. He is Lord of the hardship that when it comes 
into our life and brings us low before him, he is the Lord of that to do it. And yes, it 
causes death that there will be revealed life, life in Christ. Sin is death.

And I hope that in the earliest or the youngest one in the room to the oldest one in the 
room, may the Lord reveal it in your life over and over, that the Lord Jesus Christ came 
to save sinners and as he came to save sinners, his blood and his life and his 
righteousness saves that sinner no matter what their path that they "fall into" in this life. 
We condemn ourselves more than anyone outside of us do and it is a blessed truth that 
the Lord begins with us that way.

I hope he isn't upset with me. I'll try to share what my youngest son wrote in a paper this 
week and he was scared for me to read it. I asked the children to write on what the 
inheritance in Christ was and I wanted a page and he was kind of frightened for me to 
read it and I didn't read it Friday, it was due on Thursday, and so my wife and I, because 
he was acting a little strange, we got curious and we drove up here yesterday to read that 
paper. I thought, "Wow, 12 years old and the Lord is plowing a heart." He could tell me, 
"This is what Christ is but this is how unworthy I am of who Christ is." I've never written 
or heard anything from him like that before and it worried him because he thought I 
would think less of him or we thought he was weird because he had these thoughts and I 
had to explain to him the world doesn't have these things. 

This is how the Lord begins with us. He shows us our unworthiness and what death is. 
You will never appreciate or know or love the salvation of Christ if you don't know what 
you're saved from. That's the problem with religion in this world today. They start with 
man and they start with the glory of salvation. "Well, here's salvation. We have it." I 
talked with one on the phone this week that shocked me. The last thing they said to me 
was they had an operation recently and they said to me, "But I wasn't worried about it. I 
know where I'm going to end up." It's just not the terminology of the child of God. It's not
that we don't have an assurance, but we don't boast of ourselves. We don't boast of, "Oh, 
look what I've done to get salvation." The child of God, the sheep speak of the Shepherd 
and what he's done.

As I referred to it once already, John 11, Jesus said unto her, "I am the resurrection and 
the life. He that believeth in me though he were dead, yet shall he live." Though he were 
dead, yet shall he live. There is a death that we have in this life. There is a death at 
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regeneration, which we'll talk about in just a minute, but like Paul said, we're in deaths 
oft. There are many times we feel the deadness in this life and, you know, that was one of
the very hard things for me. I was never taught that. I was taught that there's bliss and 
happiness when you accept Jesus into your life and you won't have any problems after 
that. That wasn't the case. I still had a lot of problems. Still had a lot of things in my 
mind. Still had a lot of thoughts that were ungodly, but I thought I had accepted Christ 
and something was wrong with me. Something is wrong with me, it's sin.

"And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die, believe though this?" I love 
that question. Do you believe it? Do you believe that in Christ is resurrection life? And 
do you believe that in him, he holds the keys to life and death? And for the child of God 
he'll never die? Never die.

Let's go, if you will, go with me over to Ephesians 2, of course. Ephesians 2 beginning in 
verse 1. "And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins." Remember I
talked about he is the Lord of death? He brings death in the child of God's life. Do you 
have that time that you can look in your life and say, "You know, there was a past life for
me. There is a past to me that I was dead in the way that I walked. There was a way that I
was without Christ in this world. All I thought about was myself." Is that in your life? 

"And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; Wherein in time past 
ye walked according to the course of this world." Do you find yourself every day getting 
up and living the race in this world? "What can I do in this world to get ahead? What in 
this world is for me today? What does this world have to offer me?" Have you ever been 
slain to the world? Have you ever had that sentence of death put upon it?

"According to the prince of the power of the air." You see whose desire it is for you to 
walk after the world.

"According to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the 
children of disobedience: Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in 
the lusts of our flesh." Yes, I've had those. Shamefully, there are times I still feel the 
pangs of those sins. Am I delivered from them? Yes, the Lord has nailed them on the tree 
and that's why I said the Lord reveals over and over what he has done for his children 
because we are forgiven, because we need to have salvation applied to us in that way.

"Fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of 
wrath, even as others. But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he 
loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ." 
There is the difference. To be given life with Christ. To see that Christ is life. Notice that,
life doesn't come without Christ. Life comes with Christ. I don't care what kind of 
achievement you have in this life, I don't care what kind of riches you get for yourself, I 
don't care what kind of name you get for yourself, life is being quickened with Christ, 
made alive with Christ. With Christ as my head, with Christ as my life, with Christ as my
all in all.
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"By grace ye are saved. And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus." That's what I mentioned earlier. That's what we have in 
Christ even today. That's how we're transformed from this world. From this world. We're 
no longer thinking about the things down here in this world. When the Lord is the Lord of
our mind and our heart and our soul and he comes with such power and such tranquility 
and peace and love just floods the soul and you desire and say, "Lord, I don't want this to 
end. Where is my Beloved? I don't want my... Oh please, don't say anything. Don't bother
me." That's what you say to the world and anyone around you. "I don't want to be 
burdened by the things in this life."

"And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus: That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his 
kindness toward us through Christ Jesus." Continued kindness.

"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God."
Faith mentioned again because without it we'll never please him, and without it is the 
presence of sin. Anything not of faith is sin.

"Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship." Do you see 
that? That's what he's talking about in that Revelation passage. We are his workmanship.

"We are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained," they are of him, "that we should walk in them." You see, they must 
come behind at the end. It's not works salvation here, it's salvation in the Lord and what 
he's done and what he has finished. He is the Lord over life. He is the Lord over death. 
He is the Lord over sin. He is the Lord over bondage. He is the Lord over the devil. He is 
the Lord over the world.

Turn with me over to Hebrews 2. Blessed oneness and Lordship in this passage beginning
in 13. "And again, I will put my trust in him. And again, Behold I and the children which 
God hath given me." Oneness.

"Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise
took part of the same." Do you see the oneness there? Do you see how the Lord came 
down because of that union? He was made flesh just like you and I excepting sin, without
sin.

"He also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death," through his death, 
"he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil." As I mentioned 
earlier about death and all of the things that we worry about death, it's because of sin. 
And when Satan realizes that and sees that, he torments us. He torments us with those 
thoughts that we are outside of Christ and that we will perish for our sins because the 
wages of sin is death. And the wicked one will take that Scripture and he will say, "Isn't 
that what it says? Who is going to pay your wages? Can you pay your wages?" And then 
the Holy Spirit comes and says, "Christ has paid it. You are not your own. He has done it 
for you. He has stood in your place."
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"He might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; And deliver them." 
Dear ones, we're subject all our life. 

"Who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage." That thought of 
death and what it is and the fear of it is something that will always be there. Tell me when
you read these passages that you don't need this Lord every day. Every day to come to 
your soul to tell you you are delivered and that your sins are forgiven.

"For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of 
Abraham. Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren." Do 
you see this Lordship? In all things.

"That he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make 
reconciliation for the sins of the people." He has reconciled us to the Father and the 
holiness of the Father because of his perfect obedience and because of the efficacious 
power of his blood and because of his righteousness. No other reason.

"For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are 
tempted." Do you see that? Do you see that oneness? Do you see the Lordship in the 
oneness? Why he went first? Why the Shepherd cares so much and loves his sheep? Do 
you see the depth of that love that no one or nothing can separate us from if we be in 
Christ? What a blessed Lord. He has delivered them through fear of death where all their 
lives are subject. He is our Deliverer. 

1 John 3:8 says, "He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the 
beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the 
works of the devil." He is Lord. 2 Corinthians 4:11 says, "For we which live are alway 
delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in 
our mortal flesh." The Lord reveals that to us here what he has done and that's how we 
live and that's how we breathe and that's how we move. We live by the faith of the Son of
God who loved me and gave his life for me.

In closing, let's go to 2 Corinthians. I told you we'd talk about this passage, chapter 1, 
verses 8, 9 and 10. "For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which 
came to us in Asia, that we were pressed out of measure." I told you a long time ago 
when we preached this passage, we in this life will be pressed out of measure. We'll be 
brought to the end of ourselves. We'll be brought to say, "Lord, undertake for me because
there is no salvation in any other name, Lord, but yours."

"Above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life." Why? "But we had the 
sentence of death in ourselves." Don't ever be worried about that. We had the sentence of 
death in ourselves, things in us must be mortified. They must be put to death. They must 
be. We live in this life and many days we are subject to the fear of death but also death in 
our minds. That's that death feeling that we feel. Why?
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"That we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead." He is 
salvation over death because he defeated it when his Son came up out of the grave. The 
Lord is the Lord of life and the Lord of death. 

He is the Lord, verse 10 and it's very precious to me, "Who delivered us from so great a 
death,." Delivered. We have been delivered. We were delivered in a day of regeneration. 
We were delivered earlier in our life. We are delivered, but not just delivered.

"Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver." Now in this life he continues 
to deliver us by setting us free in himself in what he has done. But that's not all,

"In whom we trust that he will yet deliver us." Yes, will we fall again? Yes. Will he pick 
us up? Yes. He will reveal who he is and what he is to his people.

Our text one more time, "For none of us," may the Lord use this now as we read this text 
one final time, searching our hearts. Lord, if this be, if I be in you, reveal this truth to me 
today at this hour. 

"For none of us liveth to himself." Paul said that in the middle of this passage where he's 
talking about the unity in the church, how we're not to judge one another by the lives that 
they live or the things that they do and to look, none of us liveth to ourselves. If we be the
church, if we be in Christ, none of us liveth to himself, "and no man dieth to himself. For 
whether we live, we live unto the Lord." Is that your testimony today? When I live, I live 
unto the Lord and I live it by the faith of the Son of God.

"And whether we die, we die unto the Lord." O Lord, show me that you deliver me from 
that death and the needfulness of that death in this life. You are the Lord of death and the 
Lord of life.

"We die unto the Lord: whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's." It does not 
change the Lordship of Christ or where we are in him.

"For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that he might be Lord both of the 
dead and living." And praise be to God that he is in whatever state that we are here in this
life, whether we're going through the valley of the shadow of death or we're on the 
highest peaks of the mountains that the Lord bears us up on his wings to see them, in the 
depth when being explored the depravity in us, in the sea of depression, whatever it is, he 
is the Lord. He is the Lord over all of his people and he is the Lord in every facet in their 
life. To him be all glory.

Dear heavenly Father, may you add thy power and thy clarity to thy word for your 
name's sake and for your glory. In Jesus' name I pray. Amen. 
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