
Gospel Hope (1): Its Definition                      Hymns 734, 89, All I have is Christ  

 

It's my humble opinion that, fewer graces are overlooked than that of HOPE—we hear much about faith and 

love, and we should, but some of us may be surprised to learn, how much the Scripture speaks about hope—

furthermore, we may also be surprised to learn, how practically important this grace it—it encourages, 

motivates, and protects us.  

 

We live in a world of hopelessness, which leads to despair, gloom, and depression, and thus only the gospel 

can give true hope—hope that endures, and hope that does not disappoint—in a fallen and hopeless world, 

Christians must be clear on what their hope is built upon and what it anticipates.    

 

It's my intention for the next few weeks, to take a break from our study of John, and consider instead a short 

topical series on the subject of Gospel Hope—I have called it Gospel Hope to distinguish it from a worldly or 

carnal hope. 

 

This morning I want to look at Its Definition, next week Its Important, and then finally Its Cultivation—but the 

first thing that we need to do is define it—which brings us to our subject—Gospel Hope: Its Definition (the 

nature, grounds, and expectation of hope). 

 

Romans 15, is found in the practical section of this book—from chapters 9-11 Paul has given the fullest 

systematic summary of the Christian faith found in Scripture—from chapters 12-16, Paul exhorts the Romans 

to Christian living, based upon a proper understanding of the previous chapters—practice is built upon 

doctrine. 

 

Chapter 15 is an application of chapter 14, wherein Paul has addressed the issue of Christian liberty—the weak 

(largely Jews), and the strong (largely Gentiles), were struggling with the transition from the OC to the NC—

Paul provides, within the first half of chapter 15, various motives for them to receive each other, and not 

merely serve themselves. 

 

[1] Because Christ did not please Himself (vv1-6), and [2] because Christ accepted them (vv7-13)—this 

acceptance includes Jews and Gentiles—he quotes 3 OT texts that foretold the Gentiles would, with believing 

Jews, inherit the same salvation. 

 

This causes Paul to end this section with a benediction, that the entire Roman church would abound in the 

grace of hope—that is, regardless of their differences (as Jews and Gentiles), they had one Father (the God of 

hope), and one common hope (given to them by the same Spirit).   

 

I.   The Nature of Hope  

II.  The Grounds of Hope  

III. The Expectation of Hope  

 

I.   The Nature of Hope  

 

1. The first thing that needs clarifying is, true and gospel hope must be distinguished from carnal and worldly 

hope... 

2. The world uses the term hope very flippantly—I hope it doesn't rain, I hope my team wins, I hope I pass 

my test... 

3. But in contrast to this, Biblical hope can best be defined as—a confident expectation in God and His 

promises... 

4. At the very heart of true hope are two taproots—confidence and expectation—confidence in God and 

expectation in His promises... 

5. [1] Confidence—both the Old and New Testaments, closely align the Hebrew and Greek words for hope 

with trust... 
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6. Job 8:13-14—"The hope of the hypocrite shall perish, whose confidence shall be cut off, and whose trust 

is a spider's web..." 

7. Here, by "hope" is largely meant confidence or trust—the hypocrite puts his hope or confidence in 

himself... 

8. Man by nature puts his confidence and trust in his own abilities and possessions—this is what he "hopes" 

in... 

9. And yet, this hope "is a spider's web"—that is, it is weak and easily broken—it will not sustain him in the 

end... 

10. This of course, as we shall see in a minute, is in contrast to the hope of the righteous, which is strong and 

sturdy... 

11. [2] Expectation—at the very heart of hope is expectation or anticipation of what God has promised in His 

word... 

12. Prov.10:28—"The hope of the righteous will be gladness, but the expectation of the wicked will perish 

(Heb.11:1)..." 

13. Here Solomon uses Hebrew parallelism, wherein the same thing is stated differently—"the hope of the 

righteous" and "the expectation of the wicked"... 

14. In other words—hope and expectation are the same things—at the very heart of true hope is the idea of 

anticipation... 

15. The hope of the righteous will be gladness—that is, their expectation will result in personal and eternal 

gladness... 

16. The expectation of the wicked will perish—that is, what they hope for, what they anticipate, will not come 

to pass... 

17. Thus, at the very core of true and Biblical hope, are the twin concepts of confidence and expectation—

Gospel hope is a confident expectation in God and His promises... 

 

II.  The Grounds of Hope  

 

1. The grounds of hope is found in our definition—a confident expectation in God and His promises—the 

grounds of hope are God and His word...  

2. That is, the grounds of our confidence and expectation rests upon the unchanging character of God, the 

person and work of Christ, and the unfailing promises of God... 

3. [1] The unchanging character of God—that is, the unchanging perfections of God—His purity, justice, and 

goodness...  

4. True and Christian hope is built upon the sturdy foundation of God Himself, who can in no way change or 

alter...  

5. And thus, Scripture over and over again, describes God Himself as our hope, and says, Our hope is in 

Him...   

6. Ps.71:5—"You are my hope, O LORD God" Ps.146:5—"Happy is he who has the God of Jacob for his 

help, whose hope is in the LORD his God..." 

7. God Himself is our hope—this is the foundation, upon which the entire structure of our confidence is 

built...  

8. [2] The person and work of Christ, 1Tim.1:1—"Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, by the commandment of 

God our Savior and the Lord Jesus Christ, who is our hope..." 

9. Christ Himself is our hope—His person and work—who He is and what He has done—these from a sturdy 

foundation... 

10. Hymn—"My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus blood and righteousness. I dare not trust the sweetest 

frame, but wholly lean on Jesus' name. On Christ the solid rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand. 

All other ground is sinking sand..." 

11. [3] The unfailing promises of God—essential to Christian hope are promises—hope waits for God's 

promises... 

12. Thus, throughout the Psalms we find the Psalmist "hoping in His word" or, in the promises found in that 

word... 

13. Ps.119:49—"Remember the word to Your servant, upon which You have caused me to hope"—remember 

the promises found in Your word... 
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14. He hoped in these promises—they were the object of his anticipation, or, they were the grounds of his 

hope...  

15. The entire word of God is the grounds for our hope, but hope has a special eye or focus upon the promises 

of God... 

16. Rom.8:24-25—"For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one still 

hope for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance..." 

17. The phrase "we were saved in this hope" refers back to the previous verse, and the hope of a redeemed 

body... 

18. We were saved "in this hope"—that is, we were saved into a hope that has as its object a glorified soul and 

body... 

19. Notice Paul says—hope focuses upon things unseen—hope focuses upon future things, that are presently 

unseen... 

20. Furthermore, hope enables us to eagerly, patiently, perseveringly anticipate or wait for those things hoped 

for...   

21. Now, before I move on, let me briefly distinguish between the two related and yet different graces of faith 

and hope...  

22. Simply put—faith believes the promises and hope waits—faith receives the promises and hope waits their 

fulfillment... 

23. For example—think of a newly wed young lady, who's husband went off to the city to prepare a place for 

her... 

24. He writes her letters every week, reminding him of his love for her, and promises her he will return for 

her... 

25. Faith receives the letters and believes them—hope causes her to look out of the window in expectation or 

anticipation... 

26. Faith believes and hope waits—hope enables us to eagerly and patiently wait for the fulfillment of the 

promises...  

27. William Gurnall—"Faith closes with the promise as a true and faithful word, then hope lifts up the soul to 

wait for the performance of it..." 

28. Henry Bullinger—"Faith believes that God said nothing but truth, and lifts up our eyes to God; and hope 

looks for those things which faith has believed..." 

29. John Calvin—"Hope is nothing else than the expectation of those things which faith has believed to have 

been truly promised by God. Thus, faith believes God to be true, hope awaits the time when His truth shall 

be manifested..." 

 

III. The Expectation of Hope  

 

1. Here I want to answer the question—what exactly are Christians hoping or waiting for—what is hope's 

expectation... 

2. Well, Paul uses a phrase in Romans 5:2 and Colossians 1:27, that does well to provide an answer—the 

hope of the glory of God... 

3. Christians are waiting or hoping for the GLORY of GOD—thus, the next question becomes, what does 

this entail... 

4. [1] We are hoping to behold the glory of God—this is referred to as the beatific vision—seeing God face 

to face... 

5. This means we behold the Father with the eyes of our souls, and, we behold Christ, with our physical 

eyes... 

6. Christians now behold this glory in part—then we shall behold it in full—we shall see Him and know Him 

as He is... 

7. Jn.17:24—"Father, I desire that they also whom you gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they may 

behold My glory which You have given Me..." 

8. There is a sense in which this verse expresses the desire or hope of Christ—"Father, I desire"—this is the 

language of hope... 

9. What does Christ hope or desire—that His beloved people, given to Him by the Father, would behold His 

glory... 
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10. Thus, before we go any further, at this point I need to quickly define what the Scripture means by the term 

GLORY... 

11. God's glory is the total sum of His attributes—it's the weight of His perfections—the splendor of His 

glorious beauty... 

12. This is the hope of every Christian—to see God face to face—to behold the King in all of His honor and 

beauty... 

13. Oh dear brethren, I do not think it's possible to fully grasp all that we shall behold when we see God face 

to face...  

14. [2] We are hoping to share in the glory of God—our hope is not merely to behold but to partake of God's 

glory... 

15. This does not mean we share in His essential glory—but it does mean, we will share in His bestowed  

glory...  

16. That is, He perfects our souls and bodies, that they bear the glorious image and likeness of Jesus Christ our 

Lord... 

17. Rom.8:16-18—"The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if 

children, then heirs – heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may 

also be glorified together. For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 

compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us..." 

18. Rev.21:10-11—"And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the 

great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, having the glory of God. Her light was 

like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal..." 

19. [3] We are hoping to dwell in the glory of God—by this I refer to heaven—that place filled with the glory 

of God... 

20. The Christian's hope is not merely to behold God's glory, to share in that glory, but to dwell in it for 

eternity.. 

21. Heaven, or the new earth, will be filled with the glory of God—the brightness of His glory will light 

heaven... 

22. There was a time when Christians referred to heaven as "glory"—because heaven, will be a glorious 

place...   

23. Ps.73:24—"You will guide me with Your counsel, and afterward receive me to glory"—that is, receive me 

to heaven... 

24. The Scripture says that even this present fallen world reflects the glory of God (Ps.19:1)—if this is so, how 

much more so with the new heavens and earth reflect His glory... 

25. This is the hope of the Christian—that he will dwell forever within a new, righteous, perfect, and joyful 

earth... 

26. Thus, in closing, I want to briefly suggest three character traits of a GOOD hope in contrast to a useless 

hope... 

27. 2Thess.2:16—"Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and our God and Father, who has loved us and 

given us everlasting consolation and good hope by grace..." 

28. [a] A good hope is sturdy—that is, it rests upon nothing else but the firm foundation of God's grace in 

Christ... 

29. To be without hope is to be without Christ, Eph.2:12—"at that time you were without Christ...having no 

hope, and without God in the world..." 

30. Oh brethren, what a tragic description—"without Christ, without God, in this world...and having no 

hope..." 

31. It makes no difference what you believe or do, if your hope is not fixed on Christ, it is NOT a GOOD 

hope... 

32. Think of the multitudes of people who will stand before God in the judgment, trusting in things other than 

Christ... 

33. Most will trust in their own works, Mary, the saints, their nationality, or the false teachings of another 

man... 

34. But for the Christian, all of these other foundations have been shown useless, empty, meaningless, and 

vain... 
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35. He has come to see, that nothing but the blood of Christ, the GodMan, is powerful enough to atone for his 

sin... 

36. He has come to see, that nothing but the righteousness of Christ, the GodMan, can perfectly satisfy God's 

law... 

37. He has come to see that all other attempts at justification and salvation have proven to be only a spider's 

web...    

38. J.C. Ryle—"The man who has a good hope founds all his expectations of pardon and salvation on the 

mediation and redeeming work of Jesus the Son of God. He knows his own sinfulness; he feels that he is 

guilty, wicked, and lost by nature: but he sees forgiveness and peace with God offered freely to him 

through faith in Christ. He accepts the offer; he casts himself with all his sins on Jesus, and rests on Him. 

Jesus and His atonement on the cross—Jesus and His righteousness—Jesus and His finished work—Jesus 

and His all-prevailing intercession—Jesus, and Jesus only, is the foundation of the confidence of his 

soul..." 

39. [b] A good hope is explainable—by this I mean, it's able to be explained or defended—it rests upon a 

proper understanding of certain truth... 

40.  1Pet.3:15—"Always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in 

you..." 

41. A good hope can be explained—now, this does not mean that every person will be as articulate in 

explaining it... 

42. Now does it mean that every person will be able to explain every aspect of their hope without a single 

exception... 

43. But it does mean—a person who can not give a reason for the hope that lies within them, hasn't a good 

hope... 

44. For example, I have had family members, who I love very much, tell me—Don't worry about me, I will be 

okay... 

45. Such people have chosen to enter eternity with a blind hope—willing to gamble that things will be well for 

them... 

46. If I were to ask them, What is the basis of their hope, they would respond, I just believe it will all work 

out... 

47. And yet I fear, there are others within churches, who claim to have true hope but can not explain it in any 

way... 

48. Their hope is largely that they have lived differently than other men, they have made a profession and 

attended church occasionally... 

49. John Bunyan in his Pilgrim's Progress, ends his story with Christian and Hopeful, entering the Gates of the 

Celestial City... 

50. Bunyan says "Shining Ones (Angels)" escorted them through the Gates into the City which he describes as 

follows... 

51. Bunyan—"Now I saw in my dream that these two men went in at the Gate, and as they entered they were 

suddenly and gloriously transfigured! The clothes they now wore shone like gold! They were met by some 

who presented them with harps and crowns. The harps were given them for praising the King, and the 

crowns were bestowed upon them for their own honor. Then I heard in my dream that all the bells in the 

City rang out again for joy, and I heard it said, Enter into the joy of the Lord. I could also hear Christian 

and Hopeful, along with the multitudes, singing with loud voices, To Him who sits on the throne and to 

the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever..." 

52. But Bunyan does not end his story at this point, but continues—"Now, while I was still pondering all these 

things, I turned my head to look back, and I saw Ignorance approaching the far bank of the River. He 

crossed the River rather easily, for it just so happened that there was a ferryman waiting there named Vain-

hope, and he ferried Ignorance across. So Ignorance, like the others, ascended the Hill to reach the Gate. 

He came alone, however; no one met him with the least bit of encouragement. When he approached the 

Gate, he began to knock. The men on top of the roof looked down and asked, Where have you come from 

and what do you want? He replied, I ate and drank in the presence of the King, and He taught in my streets. 

Then they asked him for his certificate so that they might take it in and show it to the King. So he fumbled 

in his clothing for one but found none. Then they asked, Don't you have one? Ignorance remained silent. 

So they told the King, but He would not come down to see him. Instead, he commanded the two Shining 
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Ones who had escorted Christian and Hopeful to the City to go out and take Ignorance and bind him hand 

and foot and have him carried away. So they seized him and carried him through the air to the door that I 

had seen in the side of the Hill, and there they cast him. Then I saw that there was a way to Hell, not only 

from the City of Destruction, but even from the Gate of Heaven itself..."  

53. [c] A good hope is living and active—by this I mean, true and gospel hope is a living force within the 

soul... 

54. Next week, I want to return to this topic, and suggest several ways hope provides a present benefit to the 

soul... 

55. But here, I simply want to underscore, that a true hope is a living hope that motivates and strengthens the 

soul... 

56. 1Pet.1:3—"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy 

has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead..." 

57. A living hope is in contrast to a dead hope—a hope that has no present influence upon our hearts and 

homes... 

58. Every person who is born again, is born again to a living hope—a hope that affects every area of their 

lives...  

59. What these affects are, will have to wait until next week, but let us end by turning our hearts to Christ, 

who is our hope.... 

60. For brethren, He is both our confidence and expectation—our souls rest upon Him, and we long to behold 

Him (Tit.2:13—looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus 

Christ)... 


