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Sermon Text:   
 
Scripture Reading: Romans 1:16-32 
 
This mother’s day I thought it would 
be a good thing for us to consider the 
nature of marriage as God has 
ordained it. I do not need to tell you 
that marriage and the family are vital 
building blocks of any society, crucial 
nests for proper human development 
and the bringing of children into this 
world. I also do not need to tell you 
that we are surrounded today with a 
culture that is rejecting Christ and 
along with that rejection, a rejection of 
the biblical pattern for marriage and 
family.  
 
You often hear the term “traditional 
family,” or “traditional family values.” 
These terms are hated intensely by 
people who want to re-construct 

society, especially those who want that 
re-construction to be a Godless one. A 
world where, as in the disastrous days 
of the judges in Israel, “every man 
does what is right in his own eyes.” 
 

• Sex can be indulged in at whim 
• Men with men, women with 

women 
• The very terms “father” and 

“mother” go out the window 
• Polygamy 
• Etc 

 
What is happening is the very thing 
that Paul wrote about in Romans 
chapter one – 
 
Romans 1:28  And since they did not 
see fit to acknowledge God, God gave 
them up to a debased mind to do what 
ought not to be done. 
 
Reject God. Refuse to give Him thanks 
or acknowledge Him, and He will 
ultimately withdraw from you and give 
you over to the power of your sin. The 
result? You will become more like an 
animal than a human being. Tell me 
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we aren’t seeing examples of that very 
thing all around us today!! 
 
Now, the particular expression of this 
kind of godlessness that I want to deal 
with this morning is one that is 
pervasive around us and has become 
so commonplace that people assume it 
is quite normal, that there is nothing 
wrong with it, and that no harm can 
come from it. It is this- 
 
“We do not need any kind of formal 
marriage paperwork or some marriage 
ceremony at a church. We live together 
and we are husband and wife in God’s 
sight.” 
 
So what I would like us to do now is 
ask and answer the question – how do 
we know that God’s definition of 
marriage is more than mere co-
habitation or just two people “making 
a commitment” to one another in and 
of themselves? How do we know that 
“traditional marriage” in other words 
is not the mere product of human and 
cultural tradition, and therefore devoid 
of any authority? 
 
In one sense, I think we should reject 
the terms “traditional family values” 
and “traditional marriage.” Why? 
Because of that word “tradition.” Our 
authority is more than human 
traditions and we need to say so. 
Biblical values, the biblical pattern for 
marriage and family – those are much 

better terms. Tradition only has human 
authority, you see. The Bible is the 
Word of God and bears His authority. 
 
So then, just what does the Bible have 
to say about marriage? Is co-habitation 
marriage? Let’s see if we can sort this 
out.  
 
Sexual Relations Apart From 
Marriage Constitute the sin of 
Fornication 
 
First of all, people around us today 
might even say – “who really cares if 
living together and sleeping together 
does not constitute marriage? It 
doesn’t matter.”  
 
Well, it does matter because the Bible 
is quite clear that engaging in sexual 
relationships with someone who is not 
your spouse is serious sin: 
 
Exodus 20:14  "You shall not commit 
adultery. 
 
Leviticus 20:10  "If a man commits 
adultery with the wife of his neighbor, 
both the adulterer and the adulteress 
shall surely be put to death. 
 
Proverbs 2:16-18  So you will be 
delivered from the forbidden woman, 
from the adulteress with her smooth 
words,  (17)  who forsakes the 
companion of her youth and forgets 
the covenant of her God;  (18)  for her 
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house sinks down to death, and her 
paths to the departed; 
 
Proverbs 6:27-33  Can a man carry fire 
next to his chest and his clothes not be 
burned?  (28)  Or can one walk on hot 
coals and his feet not be scorched?  
(29)  So is he who goes in to his 
neighbor's wife; none who touches her 
will go unpunished.  (30)  People do 
not despise a thief if he steals to satisfy 
his appetite when he is hungry,  (31)  
but if he is caught, he will pay 
sevenfold; he will give all the goods of 
his house.  (32)  He who commits 
adultery lacks sense; he who does it 
destroys himself.  (33)  He will get 
wounds and dishonor, and his disgrace 
will not be wiped away. 
 
Ephesians 5:3  But sexual immorality 
and all impurity or covetousness must 
not even be named among you, as is 
proper among saints. 
 
1 Corinthians 6:18  Flee from sexual 
immorality. Every other sin a person 
commits is outside the body, but the 
sexually immoral person sins against 
his own body. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:3-5  For this is the 
will of God, your sanctification: that 
you abstain from sexual immorality;  
(4)  that each one of you know how to 
control his own body in holiness and 
honor,  (5)  not in the passion of lust 

like the Gentiles who do not know 
God; 
 
And on and on we could go. Sexual 
relations that are pursued outside of 
the boundaries God has prescribed in 
His Word are is serious sin forbidden 
by God. Therefore, if mere “living 
together” is not marriage, then it is the 
sin of fornication. 
 
Marriage is a Covenant Made 
Between a Man and a Woman 
Before God and Before Men 
 
“We are gathered here today before 
God and in the presence of these 
witnesses to join this man and this 
woman together in holy matrimony.” 
 
Those “traditional” words spoken at 
the opening of many weddings are 
based upon Scripture, and I am going 
to show you that they are. Here is the 
first Scripture: 
 
Proverbs 2:16-19  So you will be 
delivered from the forbidden woman, 
from the adulteress with her smooth 
words,  (17)  who forsakes the 
companion of her youth and forgets 
the covenant of her God;  (18)  for her 
house sinks down to death, and her 
paths to the departed;  (19)  none who 
go to her come back, nor do they 
regain the paths of life. 
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Solomon is instructing his son about 
the dangers of sexual sin and the 
deception of the wicked. In this case it 
is a wicked woman who is enticing a 
young man to immorality with her.  
 
Notice carefully what Solomon says 
such a woman is doing: 
 

• Forsaking the companion of her 
youth 

• Forgetting the covenant of her 
God 

 
This is not the only Scripture that 
speaks of marriage as a covenant – 
 
Ezekiel 16:8  "When I passed by you 
again and saw you, behold, you were 
at the age for love, and I spread the 
corner of my garment over you and 
covered your nakedness; I made my 
vow to you and entered into a 
covenant with you, declares the Lord 
GOD, and you became mine. [The 
Lord speaking of His covenant with 
Israel in marriage terms] 
 
Malachi 2:14  But you say, "Why does 
he not?" Because the LORD was 
witness between you and the wife of 
your youth, to whom you have been 
faithless, though she is your 
companion and your wife by 
covenant. 
 
See it? This is pretty clear. In God’s 
sight, a marriage entails a covenant. A 

covenant made between the man and 
the woman and of such a nature that 
God knows about it and expects the 
terms of that covenant to be kept. 
(Those terms, of course, are the vows 
that are made at a wedding ceremony).  
 
Marriage, according to Scripture, 
requires entering into a covenant with 
one another, and that covenant 
consists of vows promised, the 
obedience to which entails blessing, 
the breaking of which entails a curse. 
 
Consider the actual status of the 
typical man and woman today who are 
just “living together” without having 
“tied the knot” with the marriage 
covenant.  
 

• They are fornicating, a serious 
sin in God’s sight and a sin that 
always carries sad and serious 
consequences 

• There is no covenant with vows 
that define the relationship 

• Thus, there is no binding 
requirement of faithfulness, of 
forsaking all others, nothing to 
keep either person from just 
walking out at any time 

 
Make no mistake, anyone who refuses 
to enter into a formal marriage 
covenant has a reason for refusing, 
and that reason stems from an evil 
motive of not wanting to be bound to a 
covenant, or at best sheer ignorance of 
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the importance of the marriage 
covenant. 
 
Ephesians 5:3-6  But sexual 
immorality and all impurity or 
covetousness must not even be named 
among you, as is proper among saints.  
(4)  Let there be no filthiness nor 
foolish talk nor crude joking, which 
are out of place, but instead let there be 
thanksgiving.  (5)  For you may be 
sure of this, that everyone who is 
sexually immoral or impure, or who is 
covetous (that is, an idolater), has no 
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ 
and God.  (6)  Let no one deceive you 
with empty words, for because of these 
things the wrath of God comes upon 
the sons of disobedience. 
 
Marriage Covenant as Illustration of 
God’s Old and New Covenants 
 
You see this matter of covenant in 
marriage used as an illustration of 
God’s relationship with His people by 
covenant. We saw it already in Ezekiel 
16:8 where the Lord likens His 
relationship to Israel as a husband 
taking a wife by covenant, and of 
course we know that the Old Covenant 
was the covenant He was speaking of 
there. To be in covenant relationship 
with the Lord was to have an 
inheritance, it was to be legitimate 
children, to bear His name. The terms 
of the covenant were, of course, the 10 
commandments and the Law. And that 

Old Covenant pronounced blessings 
for obedience and curses for 
disobedience. 
 
Similarly, this same marriage 
covenant imagery carries over into the 
New Covenant. Listen to this language 
for example: 
 
Ephesians 5:25-32  Husbands, love 
your wives, as Christ loved the church 
and gave himself up for her,  (26)  that 
he might sanctify her, having cleansed 
her by the washing of water with the 
word,  (27)  so that he might present 
the church to himself in splendor, 
without spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing, that she might be holy and 
without blemish.  (28)  In the same 
way husbands should love their wives 
as their own bodies. He who loves his 
wife loves himself.  (29)  For no one 
ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes 
and cherishes it, just as Christ does the 
church,  (30)  because we are members 
of his body.  (31)  "Therefore a man 
shall leave his father and mother and 
hold fast to his wife, and the two shall 
become one flesh."  (32)  This mystery 
is profound, and I am saying that it 
refers to Christ and the church. 
 
And how is it that Christ has taken His 
Bride, the church? By covenant. The 
New Covenant in His blood. By faith.  
 
Luke 22:19-20  And he took bread, 
and when he had given thanks, he 
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broke it and gave it to them, saying, 
"This is my body, which is given for 
you. Do this in remembrance of me." 
(20)  And likewise the cup after they 
had eaten, saying, "This cup that is 
poured out for you is the new covenant 
in my blood. 
 
2 Corinthians 11:2  For I feel a divine 
jealousy for you, since I betrothed you 
to one husband, to present you as a 
pure virgin to Christ. 
 
See it? In the Bible when there is a 
marriage, there is a covenant, and that 
covenant has terms (vows), which two 
parties enter into, those vows being in 
agreement with God’s Word.  
 
Looking ahead to the New Covenant, 
the Lord spoke through Hosea- 
 
Hosea 2:19-20  And I will betroth you 
to me forever. I will betroth you to me 
in righteousness and in justice, in 
steadfast love and in mercy.  (20)  I 
will betroth you to me in faithfulness. 
And you shall know the LORD. 
 
Understand it then? The nature of 
God’s relationship with His people is 
spoken of in Scripture in terms of a 
covenant and that covenant is often 
presented to us in the imagery of a 
marriage covenant. And the point is 
therefore that God’s Word shows us 
that marriage ordained by God 
necessarily requires the making of a 

covenant with vows/terms that are 
made in the presence of witnesses. 
 
Think about this further. Listen to Paul 
in Romans chapter 7 – 
 
Romans 7:1-3  Or do you not know, 
brothers—for I am speaking to those 
who know the law—that the law is 
binding on a person only as long as he 
lives?  (2)  For a married woman is 
bound by law to her husband while 
he lives, but if her husband dies she is 
released from the law of marriage.  (3)  
Accordingly, she will be called an 
adulteress if she lives with another 
man while her husband is alive. But if 
her husband dies, she is free from that 
law, and if she marries another man 
she is not an adulteress. 
 
See it? Bound by law. That means that 
the marriage is a legal, binding 
contract made according to God’s 
direction. To violate that covenant is to 
commit adultery. A married 
woman/man is bound by law. The 
marriage was not made simply by two 
people deciding to move in together.  
 
And again – 
 
Ephesians 5:25-33  Husbands, love 
your wives, as Christ loved the 
church and gave himself up for her,  
(26)  that he might sanctify her, having 
cleansed her by the washing of water 
with the word,  (27)  so that he might 
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present the church to himself in 
splendor, without spot or wrinkle or 
any such thing, that she might be holy 
and without blemish.  (28)  In the 
same way husbands should love 
their wives as their own bodies. He 
who loves his wife loves himself.  (29)  
For no one ever hated his own flesh, 
but nourishes and cherishes it, just as 
Christ does the church,  (30)  
because we are members of his body.  
(31)  "Therefore a man shall leave his 
father and mother and hold fast to his 
wife, and the two shall become one 
flesh."  (32)  This mystery is profound, 
and I am saying that it refers to 
Christ and the church.  (33)  
However, let each one of you love his 
wife as himself, and let the wife see 
that she respects her husband. 
 
It is quite clear here. Christ takes us to 
be His people by the New Covenant. 
We are “married” to Him, and that 
marriage to Christ has been effected by 
Christ making the New Covenant in 
His blood. Marriage is used as an 
illustration because it also entails the 
establishment of a covenant. Marriage, 
once again, is not established in God’s 
sight merely by co-habitation. It must 
be formalized by a covenant. By the 
making of vows in the presence of God 
and witnesses. 
 
The Marriage Covenant and the 
Civil Authorities  
 

Now, there is another “minister” 
established by God for our good as 
well as the church. It is the civil 
government: 
 
Romans 13:1-5  Let every person be 
subject to the governing authorities. 
For there is no authority except from 
God, and those that exist have been 
instituted by God.  (2)  Therefore 
whoever resists the authorities resists 
what God has appointed, and those 
who resist will incur judgment.  (3)  
For rulers are not a terror to good 
conduct, but to bad. Would you have 
no fear of the one who is in authority? 
Then do what is good, and you will 
receive his approval,  (4)  for he is 
God's servant for your good. But if you 
do wrong, be afraid, for he does not 
bear the sword in vain. For he is the 
servant of God, an avenger who carries 
out God's wrath on the wrongdoer.  (5)  
Therefore one must be in subjection, 
not only to avoid God's wrath but also 
for the sake of conscience. 
 
As godless as the government may be 
in our day in so many cases, the fact is 
that God has established civil 
government and has given that 
government a mission – to be a servant 
for our good. Specifically, to punish 
the wicked/lawbreakers. God’s 
instruction to us is that we are to obey 
the law (as long as the civil governors 
operate within the law).  
 



 8

So when it comes to marriage, what 
about the civil government? The laws 
of our state address marriage. They 
recognize marriage as a legal contract 
(unfortunately no longer specifying it 
be between a man and a woman), and 
require (as does federal law) that in 
order to receive certain benefits, a 
marriage contract must have been 
entered into and recorded as a legal 
document at the courthouse. We even 
have laws about polygamy that make it 
a crime to marry someone when you 
are already married.  
 
And therefore if we are going to obey 
the law, then we must follow certain 
things that are prescribed by the civil 
government for a marriage to exist. 
Mere co-habitation does not make a 
marriage in God’s sight, it may be 
regarded in some states as legally 
binding, but not in Oregon.  
 
Blessings and Curses 
 
There it is then. “Living together” does 
not establish a marriage in God’s sight. 
Therefore such a relationship is seen 
by God as fornication, a serious sin. 
We are seeing many, many people 
today suffering the consequences of 
this very sin, even people who claim to 
be Christians - 
 
1 Corinthians 6:15-20  Do you not 
know that your bodies are members of 
Christ? Shall I then take the members 

of Christ and make them members of a 
prostitute? Never!  (16)  Or do you not 
know that he who is joined to a 
prostitute becomes one body with her? 
For, as it is written, "The two will 
become one flesh."  (17)  But he who 
is joined to the Lord becomes one 
spirit with him.  (18)  Flee from sexual 
immorality. Every other sin a person 
commits is outside the body, but the 
sexually immoral person sins against 
his own body.  (19)  Or do you not 
know that your body is a temple of the 
Holy Spirit within you, whom you 
have from God? You are not your 
own,  (20)  for you were bought with a 
price. So glorify God in your body. 
 
 
 
 
 


