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John 15:16-27 
(Basic Bible in English) 

 
Jesus is giving His last bit of detailed personal information before He leaves.  The disciples don’t really 
understand what’s about to happen, and He’s trying to tell them, as well as giving them the last bit of 
instructions He wants them to have.  

 
16  Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth 
fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may 
give it you.  This word “ordained” means “to be appointed, to be chosen” in Greek.  Jesus chose all of us for a 
specific reason.  We just need to ask Him through prayer what He wants us to do, and do it when He answers.  He 
will equip you to do what He wants you to do.  What you do in Christ will stay with you after judgment and the 
burning off of the chafe of all the extraneous activities of you life.  Whenever you pray to God, ask for it in Jesus’ 
name, not your own or He won’t give it to you.  He also won’t give you anything that’s bad for you.  “Ordained” 
means “chosen and being sent out”.  They are to go out and deliver His message to the world after He leaves.  All 
Christians need to stay abiding in Christ to bring forth fruit.  If we don’t stay close to Christ, we fail.  The fruit you 
bring forth through the Lord remains forever.  God gives you what is good for you, and He knows that if you’re close 
to Him, you will pray for things that He wants you to have, things that glorify Him.  He won’t answer prayers for 
selfish reasons, like winning the lottery, fame, or fortune.   
17  These things I command you, that ye love one another.  A command is to be followed without question.  
Do or die, as they say in the military.  Jesus is commanding us to love one another if we are His disciples.  
18 ¶  If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you.  Jesus gives them a warning: 
when they go out, or we go out, we won’t be received with open arms.  We will be hated because of Him.  But we 
are to remember the world hated Him before it hated us.  Just be ready for this response; be prepared that it will 
happen when you try to witness for Christ.  But don’t let it stop you.  You plant a seed, maybe it’ll take root in 
someone’s heart that heard you and scoffed, but it’ll grow and move their heart later.  
19  If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I 
have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.  The world is mankind’s society.  It is 
man’s religion, man’s thoughts and ways; not Christ’s.  Since Jesus chose you, you’re different and the world will 
hate you and not like what you’ll say.  The 11 disciples that He’s talking to here, only one died a natural death: 
John.  All the rest of them, per secular records, died a martyr’s death.  The Word spread anyway; the Roman Empire 
couldn’t stamp it out.  The Roman Emperor sent out men to find out about this Jesus.  This men returned a year 
later with the report that the difference between them and Jesus and His followers is that they love each other and 
help each other.  In those times, it was dog-eat-dog, and everyone was for themselves.  No one helped each other; 
they kicked each other when they were down.  But Christians then and now love each other and help each other 
when they are down.  Thank God!!!!! 
20  Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have 
persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also.  If 
you’re an overcoming Christian and witnessing in this world, you will be persecuted at some point in time.  Some 
people will get mad and throw it back in your face, others may not want anything else to do with you, and this could 
include family members and old friends.  But don’t stop, keep up the Lord’s work.  Jesus knows if people heard Him 
and liked what He said, these people will like you also.  The worse is yet to come, though, in the tribulation.  This 
time period – the tribulation – is when many Christians will be killed.  It will be like nothing we’ve ever seen before.  
21  But all these things will they do unto you for my name’s sake, because they know not him that 
sent me. 
22  If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no cloke for 
their sin.  If Jesus hadn’t come and educated mankind, we would keep sinning. Adam and Eve lived in a perfect 
environment with God.  They didn’t have to work, they communicated with God one-to-one, life has never been 
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better.  Unfortunately they sinned and that all ended.  Satan will be contained for 1000 years and his demons will 
not be loose to affect us, and the earth will be perfect.  But man will still rebel and Satan will be released again, and 
the earth will be awful.  Today Satan is called the Prince of the Air. 
23  He that hateth me hateth my Father also. 
24  If I had not done among them the works which none other man did, they had not had sin: but now 
have they both seen and hated both me and my Father.  The miracles that Jesus did had never been done 
before.  People had risen from the dead, but not after 4 days.  Jesus did so many miracles that all the books of the 
world couldn’t contain all the miracles He did in His 3½ years of ministry.  Yet many men still reject and hate Jesus.   
25  But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me 
without a cause.  All Jesus did and say was good, meant to uplift mankind out of his sin, yet many men still hated 
Him.  
26 ¶  But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of 
truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: 
27  And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been with me from the beginning.   These 2 verses 
are where many Christians go awry.  Jesus makes a statement about 2 entities here: the Comforter and the Spirit.  
We need to bear witness of Christ just as the Spirit bears witness.  The Holy Spirit, the 3rd part of the Trinity, is the 
most misunderstood part of God.  We’ll go over this next Sunday.   
 


