
James Chapter 5B 

 

It is a joy to stand side by side with our persecuted brothers and sisters in Iraq, Pakistan 

and Sudan. We want to be an encouragement to those who are suffering for the Gospel 

around the globe. We pray that the Lord would strengthen them that they would remain 

steadfast in the faith amidst all of their suffering. 

 

Suffering is an inevitable part of human life and our personal experience with suffering 

confirms the Biblical truth that we live in a fallen and sin cursed world. 

 

Job tells us: “Man is born to trouble as sparks fly upward.”  (Job 5:7) 

The Lord Jesus said, “In the world you will have tribulation.”  (John 16:33) 

Paul warned the Galatian Believers, “through many tribulations we must enter the 

kingdom of God.”  (Acts 14:22) 

 

IN addition to the hardships that are common to all men, Believers encounter an 

additional and unique measure of suffering because of their union with Christ.  

 

Peter warned those who were in the church, “Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery 

trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were happening to 

you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be 

glad when his glory is revealed.  (1 Peter 4:12-13) 

 

Paul warned his young friend Timothy, “Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in 

Christ Jesus will be persecuted,”  (2 Tim 3:12) 

 

Jesus warned his disciples, “Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not 

greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you.” 

 

Last week as we studied the first 6 verses of James Ch. 5, we found that many of the poor 

saints of God were being oppressed taken advantage of by the wicked wealthy. 

Remember that James commended these poor workers for their Christ-like response. 

They did not retaliating against their oppressors but rather maintained a spirit of humility 

and meekness. Like the Lord Jesus. 

 

1 Peter 2: 23  When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did 

not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 

 This kind of attitude runs contrary to my flesh.  

 When someone reviles me, my flesh wants to retaliate immediately! BUT the Holy 

Spirit provides grace for patience, kindness and long-suffering.  

It is in the context of the injustice directed at the poor and the promise of God’s righteous 

judgment that James commands believers to be patient and wait for the coming of the 

Lord. 



 Because the Day of the Lord will bring about perfect justice and rich reward. 

 

There is a timeless quality to these words of James. They provide every generation of 

believers with the wisdom and endurance that are necessary to face the injustice and 

persecution that continually arises against those who believe. 

 

When we face the hardships that accompany trials or persecution, we should not be 

surprised or react as if something strange were happening. James encourages us to: 

1. Anticipate the Lord’s Coming. (There will be a definite end to our trials) 

2. Recognize the Lord’s Judgment. (That end will bring judgment of the just and 

unjust alike) 

3. Follow the Lord’s Servants. (Many believers have gone before us and left us with 

a good example to follow) 

 

1 Anticipate the Lord’s Coming 

James 5:7  Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the 

farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the 

early and the late rains. 8  You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of 

the Lord is at hand. 

 In these two verses, James tells us how we should respond to the suffering and 

persecution that we face in this fallen world and he gives us an example of what that 

response should look like. 

 

FIRST, James commands all believers to “Be Patient.” 

 So often when we face trials and hardship our first instinct is to run, to escape as soon 

as possible. 

 Very often we become angry and bitter against the people who have caused our pain.  

 When we become consumed with emotion we tend to lose sight of the only one who 

can deliver us from evil. 

 James calls us to be patient (Specifically be patient with people macrothumea) and 

the motivation for our patience is the promise of Christ’s return. 

 

Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord 

 THREE times, in three verses James points us to the coming of the Lord. Three times 

he refers to the blessed hope of the appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus 

Christ. 

 

For those who believe, those whose eyes have been opened through the New Birth, God 

has revealed BOTH the beginning and the end of human history: 

Of course, the Beginning is found in the book of Genesis and the end in the book of 

Revelation. 

Genesis 1:1  In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 



 That statement is simple and forthright enough for anyone to understand. 

 Then In a vision from God John hears the cry of an Angel declaring the final 

establishment of the Kingdom of God.  

Revelation 11:15, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and 

of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.  

 Ever since the day of Pentecost, the church has lived in the eminent expectation of 

the return of the Lord Jesus Christ.    (Eminent = any moment) 

 

John saw that great day and recorded it for our encouragement in the book of Revelation 

1:7  Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who 

pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen. 

 

For those believers who suffer persecution, the Day of the Lord promises both relief and 

reward.   BUT for those who reject the Gospel, those who oppress the people of God that 

day will be a day of fiery judgment. 

2 Thess 1:6b, God considers it just to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 7  and to 

grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from 

heaven with his mighty angels 8  in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do 

not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 

 God calls all believers, especially those who suffer affliction to trust in him and 

patiently wait for that great day when He will bring about perfect justice. 

 You might remember that this is not the first time James has commanded us to be 

patient. In chapter 1 he said: 

(NKJV) James 1:2  My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3  

knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4  But let patience have its 

perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.  

 James chapter ONE implores us to be patient in all kinds of circumstances BUT 

James chapter FIVE commands us to be patient with all kinds of people. 

 

You might ask WHY? Why must WE be patient with the people who persecute us? 

 Frankly because God is patient with them, He is not willing that any should perish 

but that all come to repentance. 

 Remember the Apostle Paul who went from city to city imprisoning believers and 

persecuting the church. How He was confronted by the Lord Jesus, converted and 

became the Apostle to the Gentiles. 

 It may well be that the very ones who persecute you now will repent and believe as 

the Gospel.  So we wait patiently on the Lord. 

 

Moving on James provides us with an easy to understand illustration of what this patience 

looks like. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient 

about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. 



 The hard working farmer labors diligently for long hours to plant all of his fields 

before the early rains arrive.  

 Having planted his crops the farmer then waits patiently, expectantly for the life 

giving rain that God graciously provides. 

 For a long time the farmer sees nothing, no growth, no change, but he waits. 

 The precious fruit that the farmer longs for depends on something that is totally 

outside of His control. He can’t make it rain. It is God who providentially brings 

together all of the elements that are necessary for the final harvest. 

 

What is true Agriculturally is also true Spiritually.  

 There are seasons of rain, but there are even longer seasons of drought. Growth is not 

always evident to the natural eye. 

 The field in which we live is populated with both wheat and tares and it is hard to tell 

the difference between them. 

 But, there is a day coming when God will send forth his angels to bring in the great 

Harvest of the Earth. The tares will be gathered up and burned and the wheat will be 

brought into the Lord’s barn.  Matthew 13:41 

 For now we wait patiently as the wheat and the tares grow together in the field of the 

world. 

 For now we wait for the later rain that will bring forth more and more fruit 

 

Like the faithful farmer, WE who patiently endure to the end will be richly rewarded. 

Listen to the words of the Prophet Isaiah as he describes that Great Day of the Lord. 

 

Isaiah 25: 8  He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears 

from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the 

LORD has spoken.  9 It will be said on that day, "Behold, this is our God; we have 

waited for him, that he might save us. This is the LORD; we have waited for him; let us 

be glad and rejoice in his salvation." 

 For the people of God the great Day of the Lord will be a glorious day of reward! 

And the patience that James urges us to display is not only with those outside of the 

church it is also with those who are inside the church. 

 

2 Recognize the Lord’s Judgment 

James 5: 9  Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; 

behold, the Judge is standing at the door. 

When you are watching a football game on television the network enables you to see the 

action from a variety of vantage points. 

 There is a camera behind the quarterback, one on the sidelines, one behind the 

defense and now they even have a camera on a cable high above the field. 

o It is as if you are on the field with them. You just have to love it. 



o Well here in chapter 5 James helps us to see the coming of the Lord from a 

few different angles. 

 

In Verses 7 & 8 James encouraged us to patiently endure the hardships and trials that we 

face in this fallen world as we await the coming of the Lord. 

 You could say that James has the camera focused on the difficulties that come from 

outside the church in 7 & 8.  The oppression of the wicked, persecution of corrupt 

governments 

 

Here in verse 9 the camera is turned inside the church to focus on how we treat one 

another as we await that great Day of the Lord. 

 Here James describes the Lord as a Judge who is standing at the door, His hand is on 

the handle and he is about to enter the courtroom.  

 So that we are clear, Jesus Christ has been appointed the judge of all men: 

 

John 5:22 The Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son, 

 And that judgment will take place at His second coming. 

 

Matthew 25: 31 "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, 

then he will sit on his glorious throne. 32  Before him will be gathered all the nations, and 

he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 

goats. 33  And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 

 At the final judgment unbelievers will be cast into the lake of fire BUT believers will 

receive a reward for every act of love and obedience done in the name of the Lord. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that 

each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. 

 In light of Christ’s coming judgment, James commands us NOT to grumble against 

one another.  

When the people of Israel faced hardship, when they suffered various trials they often 

began to grumble against one another. 

 Sadly, all too often, the same thing happens in the church. When the circumstances 

turn against us, we turn against one another.  

 If a man has a bad day at the office who really bears the brunt of his anger. (His co-

workers or his family??)   

 Listen to what Paul says about Israel: 

1 Corinthians 10:1 For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers were 

all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2  and all were baptized into Moses in 

the cloud and in the sea, 3  and all ate the same spiritual food, 

 



1 Cor 10:4  and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock 

that followed them, and the Rock was Christ. 5  Nevertheless, with most of them God 

was not pleased, for they were overthrown in the wilderness.    

 The same things could be said about US: We have all been baptized by one Spirit into 

one body, We have One Father who has adopted us into one family,  

 None of us has earned this great salvation we have all been saved by the grace of God 

alone, through faith in Christ alone for the glory of God alone.  

 

1 Corinthians 10: 9  We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were 

destroyed by serpents, 10  nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the 

Destroyer. 11  Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were written 

down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come.    

 Instead of grumbling, the writer of Hebrews tells us that we should “Encourage one 

another all the more as we see the day of the Lord approaching.” (He 10:25) 

 Life is too short, there are too many people yet to be reached with the Gospel and our 

window of opportunity may be coming to a close. 

 We need to set aside selfishness and petty arguments and run with perseverance the 

race that is marked out for us.  Like the Prophets of old: 

 

3   Follow the Lord’s Servants. 

James 5: 10  As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who 

spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 Behold, we consider those blessed who remained 

steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of 

the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful. 

 IN order to encourage believers to endure the unjust suffering that is experienced in 

every generation by those who hold firmly to the Word of God, James points us to 

the example of the Prophets. 

 From Moses to John the Baptist, from Jesus through the martyrs of the Reformation 

and even in our own “Enlightened Generation” believers continue to endure suffering 

for the Gospel. 

 

The history of Israel is a sad litany of the rejection and abuse of God’s servants: 

 Elijah faced hostility from King Ahab and his wicked wife Jezebel. 

 Daniel endured the terrors of a night in the lions den. 

 Jeremiah suffered continual opposition throughout his entire ministry. 

 John the Baptist was imprisoned and beheaded for the testimony of Christ. 

 

One of the very first Deacons, whose name was Stephen asked his accusers this poignant 

rhetorical question: 

Acts 7: 52  Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? 

 In speaking to the Pharisees, Jesus said: 

 



Matthew 23: 37  "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those 

who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen 

gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! 

 

What was it that enabled the Prophets to endure such great suffering?   

 How did they remain steadfast in the face of such great opposition? 

 Their eyes were fixed on the Lord Jesus and his coming. 

 

Moses – foretold the coming of Christ as the seed of a woman, the promised ruler who 

would come from the tribe of Judah.  (Faced persecution from Pharaoh) 

 Gen. 3:15, Gen. 49:10 

 

David – Spoke of a coming one who would be both King and Priest, One who would be 

forsaken by God, pierced in his hands and feet, one who would escape the corruption of 

death.      (He spent 15 years running away from Saul) 

 Psalm 110,  Psalm 22,  Psalm 16 

 

Isaiah – With greater clarity than any other prophet saw Immanuel the one who was to be 

born of a virgin, the Servant of the Lord who would be despised and rejected a man of 

sorrows, acquainted with grief, wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our 

iniquities:  (Persecuted and put to death by his own people) 

 Isaiah 9:6, 7:14, 53 

 

Hebrews 11: 32  And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, 

Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets  33  who through faith 

conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 

34  quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of 

weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 

35  Women received back their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to 

accept release, so that they might rise again to a better life. 

36  Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 

37  They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword. They went 

about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated —  

38  of whom the world was not worthy —  wandering about in deserts and mountains, 

and in dens and caves of the earth. 39  And all these, though commended through their 

faith, did not receive what was promised, 40  since God had provided something better 

for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect.      

 

My prayer is that the same revelation of Jesus Christ that inspired the Prophets would 

empower us as we face an ever growing opposition to the Gospel in our own generation. 

 When your co-workers malign you for being a “religious fanatic.” 



 When your children encounter abuse in the Public Schools because they refuse to 

undress alongside students of the opposite sex. 

 When businessmen and women suffer the loss of their livelihood because their 

conscience will not allow them to participate in homosexual wedding celebrations. 

 We should not be stunned or enraged. We should not become belligerent or rebellious 

against authority. 

 WE SHOULD remain steadfast in the faith, speak the truth in love and patiently 

endure the suffering, the hardship and deprivation that our forefathers have endured.   

 

Peter, “Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, 

as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share 

Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed.  (1 

Peter 4:12-13) 

 

 


