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Sermon Text:  1 Peter 5:10-14 
 
Scripture Reading: Luke 16:19-31 
 
Luke 16:19-31  "There was a rich man 
who was clothed in purple and fine 
linen and who feasted sumptuously 
every day. (20)  And at his gate was 
laid a poor man named Lazarus, 
covered with sores, (21)  who desired 
to be fed with what fell from the rich 
man's table. Moreover, even the dogs 
came and licked his sores. (22)  The 
poor man died and was carried by the 
angels to Abraham's side. The rich 
man also died and was buried,  
 
(23)  and in Hades, being in torment, 
he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham 

far off and Lazarus at his side. (24)  
And he called out, 'Father Abraham, 
have mercy on me, and send Lazarus 
to dip the end of his finger in water 
and cool my tongue, for I am in 
anguish in this flame.'  
 
(25)  But Abraham said, 'Child, 
remember that you in your lifetime 
received your good things, and 
Lazarus in like manner bad things; but 
now he is comforted here, and you are 
in anguish. (26)  And besides all this, 
between us and you a great chasm has 
been fixed, in order that those who 
would pass from here to you may not 
be able, and none may cross from there 
to us.'  
 
(27)  And he said, 'Then I beg you, 
father, to send him to my father's 
house— (28)  for I have five 
brothers—so that he may warn them, 
lest they also come into this place of 
torment.' (29)  But Abraham said, 
'They have Moses and the Prophets; let 
them hear them.' (30)  And he said, 
'No, father Abraham, but if someone 
goes to them from the dead, they will 
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repent.' (31)  He said to him, 'If they 
do not hear Moses and the Prophets, 
neither will they be convinced if 
someone should rise from the dead.'" 
 
We come to the end of our study of the 
First Letter of the Apostle Peter and 
will plan now to move on to 2 Peter 
next time. This morning however we 
want to consider the closing words 
which Peter leaves off with – 
 
1 Peter 5:10-14  And after you have 
suffered a little while, the God of all 
grace, who has called you to his 
eternal glory in Christ, will himself 
restore, confirm, strengthen, and 
establish you.  (11)  To him be the 
dominion forever and ever. Amen.   
 
(12)  By Silvanus, a faithful brother as 
I regard him, I have written briefly to 
you, exhorting and declaring that this 
is the true grace of God. Stand firm in 
it.  (13)  She who is at Babylon, who is 
likewise chosen, sends you greetings, 
and so does Mark, my son.  (14)  Greet 
one another with the kiss of love. 
Peace to all of you who are in Christ. 
 
I want to look at two things this 
morning: 
 

1.  The fact that this present life is 
not forever. There is an “eternal 
glory” awaiting the Christian, 
and also an eternity awaiting all 
who reject Christ. Death, in other 

words, is not the end of human 
existence. 

2.  I am only going to mention the 
second thing right here very 
briefly but I encourage you to 
think carefully about it this week. 

 
“Greet one another with the kiss of 
love.” 
 
What??? Whoa!! Not gonna happen, 
man. No, we aren’t going to start 
dishing out kisses each Sunday when 
we get together, so don’t panic. 
 
But certainly Peter (and Paul as well 
when he said the same thing more than 
once – 
 
1 Corinthians 16:20  All the brothers 
send you greetings. Greet one another 
with a holy kiss. 
 
What is this kiss business? It is really 
pretty simple, but it is sorely lacking 
among Christians in most local 
churches today. In the culture of the 
New Testament (and even in many 
cultures today), people greet one 
another with a kiss on the cheek. I 
suppose you might say it is akin to our 
custom of shaking hands. 
 
Ok, Paul and Peter want us to shake 
hands when we meet one another? 
Yes, but more. Notice that it is a 
“holy” kiss (greeting) or a “kiss of 
love” greeting. And what this means is 
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that Christians, all of us who are in 
Christ, are to be genuine in our love 
for one another and we are to express 
that warmness. The local church is 
NOT to be some, cold formal, rigid 
place where people bump into one 
another for a bit on Sunday morning 
and then go their separate ways. That 
is why I left my pastorate up in Alaska 
and came here. There was a formal 
coldness in that church that I simply 
could not get the people to get past. 
 
All of us who love Christ love one 
another and we are to be diligent in 
expressing that love. Understand? The 
body of Christ is a family of brothers 
and sisters. It is a dysfunctional family 
that is so rigid and cold that no one 
expresses love for one another. It is a 
sign that something is very, very 
wrong.  
 
Understand? We could say much more 
but we must move on. 
 
 When We Die – It’s Not Over 
 
I mentioned to you last week that 
Glen, a reality show personality in the 
Life Below Zero Netflix series, sees 
life as “the circle of life.” All things, 
says Glen, come into existence, live 
for a time, then die, and the circle of 
life goes on. The thing is a fallacy of 
course and makes no sense at all. The 
circle is broken by death. Life does not 
go on in Glen’s system no matter how 

much he insists that it does. Glen may 
fancy himself to one day be part of a 
caribou running around the Alaskan 
mountains, but reincarnation is a fool’s 
flight of fancy. 
 
The Bible presents us with an entirely 
different scenario – the true one. It 
says that there is an eternal God, the 
Creator and Lord of the heavens and 
earth, to whom we owe our existence 
and life and all things. It says that He 
sustains the creation, holding all things 
together (see Colossians chapter 1 and 
2 on this). Human beings are created 
by God, are born into this world, live 
their earthly lives for the purpose of 
knowing and glorifying God, and then 
their temporal, mortal bodies die. 
 
But they do not cease to exist. The real 
“they” consciously and really 
continues to “be”. This is a very 
sobering fact – this business of our 
eternal happiness with Christ or of 
eternal misery outside the presence of 
God.  
 
The Apostle Peter closes his letter this 
way to encourage Christ’s people - 
 
“And after you have suffered a little 
while, the God of all grace, who has 
called you to his eternal glory in 
Christ, will himself restore, confirm, 
strengthen, and establish you.” 
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Think about his. What is Peter’s 
assumption? He knows that we will not 
always be elect exiles in this world that 
is hostile to Christ. He knows that all 
the sufferings we experience in a world 
fallen in sin is not for forever, but that 
one day Christ is going to restore, 
confirm, strengthen, and establish us. 
That is Peter’s way of saying “we are 
going to be with Christ in his eternal 
glory, in the new earth, in the new 
creation, where everything has been 
once and for all put right. Nor more 
curse. No more death. No more crying 
or pain or sin or wickedness. Ever. 
Never again. And it is REAL. Just as 
real as this world, only totally devoid 
of evil.  
People around us today hold all kinds 
of false notions about what is going to 
happen when they die. 
 
•   Glen’s “circle of life” 
•   When you’re dead, you’re dead – 

non-existence 
•   It will all work out. God will 

conclude that I was all in all a 
pretty ok guy. I’ve got my own 
religion and philosophy. 

•   I’ll see you in hell! 
 
You know the drill. You’ve heard all 
these things before. Perhaps at one 
time you even believed them yourself. 
Or at least you tried to convince 
yourself that they were true. 
 

The Bible however very clearly says 
that all men know that God exists and 
that all of us are accountable to Him – 
to worship Him, to thank Him. We 
know. But in his sin, man works really, 
really hard to push this truth down 
where he won’t have to see it or think 
about it. Why? Because man wants to 
be his own god. So he either totally 
denies the existence of God, as the 
atheist does, or more commonly he 
simply fashions a god that the can 
handle and manipulate.  
 
You even hear this defiance in 
people’s speech. They throw the name 
of God and Christ around left and 
right, using it to pronounce damnation 
on someone or something. It is all 
really just a way for people in rebellion 
against God to dare Him to do 
anything about it. Every single time a 
man uses the Lord’s name in such a 
way (we call it blasphemy), he 
increases the severity of his judgment 
on the Day he stands before God.  
 
But as we have seen already in this 
16th chapter of Luke’s Gospel, death is 
not the end of existence. Not for the 
righteous man, nor for the wicked 
man. Both the evil rich man and poor 
Lazarus were conscious and existing. 
Only one was in torment, the other was 
with Christ. This is no fable. This is 
how it is. This is what comes after we 
depart this present life. 
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Consider some more examples: 
 
Luke 12:2-5  Nothing is covered up 
that will not be revealed, or hidden that 
will not be known. (3)  Therefore 
whatever you have said in the dark 
shall be heard in the light, and what 
you have whispered in private rooms 
shall be proclaimed on the housetops. 
(4)  "I tell you, my friends, do not fear 
those who kill the body, and after that 
have nothing more that they can do. 
(5)  But I will warn you whom to fear: 
fear him who, after he has killed, has 
authority to cast into hell. Yes, I tell 
you, fear him! 
 
The one to fear is not the devil. It is 
God! He is the one with the authority.  
Matthew 25:31-34  "When the Son of 
Man comes in his glory, and all the 
angels with him, then he will sit on his 
glorious throne. (32)  Before him will 
be gathered all the nations, and he will 
separate people one from another as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from the 
goats. (33)  And he will place the 
sheep on his right, but the goats on the 
left. (34)  Then the King will say to 
those on his right, 'Come, you who are 
blessed by my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world. 
 
Matthew 25:41-46  "Then he will say 
to those on his left, 'Depart from me, 
you cursed, into the eternal fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels. 

(42)  For I was hungry and you gave 
me no food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me no drink, (43)  I was a stranger and 
you did not welcome me, naked and 
you did not clothe me, sick and in 
prison and you did not visit me.' (44)  
Then they also will answer, saying, 
'Lord, when did we see you hungry or 
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or 
in prison, and did not minister to you?' 
(45)  Then he will answer them, 
saying, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did 
not do it to one of the least of these, 
you did not do it to me.' (46)  And 
these will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into 
eternal life." 
 
And again – 
Luke 12:16-21  And he told them a 
parable, saying, "The land of a rich 
man produced plentifully, (17)  and he 
thought to himself, 'What shall I do, 
for I have nowhere to store my crops?' 
(18)  And he said, 'I will do this: I will 
tear down my barns and build larger 
ones, and there I will store all my grain 
and my goods. (19)  And I will say to 
my soul, "Soul, you have ample goods 
laid up for many years; relax, eat, 
drink, be merry."' (20)  But God said 
to him, 'Fool! This night your soul is 
required of you, and the things you 
have prepared, whose will they be?' 
(21)  So is the one who lays up 
treasure for himself and is not rich 
toward God." 
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Are you rich toward God? There is the 
question you see. The most important 
question you will ever ask yourself. 
Unless we are in Christ, unless by faith 
in Him we have been born again and 
justified before God, put right with 
God because of Christ’s death on the 
cross for us, then we are not rich 
toward God and like the rich fool here 
we will end in hell when we pass out 
of this life. Listen to the Apostle Paul 
tell it – 
 
Ephesians 1:11-14  In him we have 
obtained an inheritance, having been 
predestined according to the purpose 
of him who works all things according 
to the counsel of his will,  (12)  so that 
we who were the first to hope in Christ 
might be to the praise of his glory.  
(13)  In him you also, when you heard 
the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation, and believed in him, were 
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit,  
(14)  who is the guarantee of our 
inheritance until we acquire possession 
of it, to the praise of his glory. 
 
Do YOU have an inheritance? Do you 
know Christ? Or are you like this rich 
man set out to run your own life your 
own way, telling yourself that you 
have lots and lots of time left in this 
life and you are going to get all you 
can from it while you can? If so, be 
warned. People pass out of this life 
every single day who were just certain 
they had “many years to go” when in 

fact they had only minutes. If you are 
laying up treasure here for yourself, 
refusing to bow before Christ and obey 
and follow Him, then you are not rich 
toward God, you are still in your sins, 
and if you die in that condition you 
will exist forever out of the presence of 
God and life and light and everything 
that is good. 
 
As C.H. Spurgeon said, hell is likened 
to a bottomless pit. You fall and you 
fall and you fall. You fall for 10,000 
years but you are no closer to the 
bottom than you were when you first 
died. Make no mistake. You were 
created by God to exist forever. 
FOREVER! On your present course in 
this life, where are you headed? 
Heaven, or hell? It’s one or the other. 
 
If you are in Christ, if you have been 
justified by His perfect life and death 
through faith in Him, then here is how 
you can face troubles in this present 
life.  Here is Paul in prison, facing 
execution by Rome, and he shows us 
what he knows without doubt awaits 
him if he dies - 
 
Philippians 1:18-23  What then? Only 
that in every way, whether in pretense 
or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in 
that I rejoice. Yes, and I will rejoice,  
(19)  for I know that through your 
prayers and the help of the Spirit of 
Jesus Christ this will turn out for my 
deliverance,  (20)  as it is my eager 



 7 

expectation and hope that I will not be 
at all ashamed, but that with full 
courage now as always Christ will be 
honored in my body, whether by life or 
by death.  (21)  For to me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain.  (22)  If I am 
to live in the flesh, that means fruitful 
labor for me. Yet which I shall choose 
I cannot tell.  (23)  I am hard pressed 
between the two. My desire is to 
depart and be with Christ, for that is 
far better. 
 
You see it again over in Paul’s second 
letter to the church at Corinth- 
 
2 Corinthians 5:6-10  So we are always 
of good courage. We know that while 
we are at home in the body we are 
away from the Lord,  (7)  for we walk 
by faith, not by sight.  (8)  Yes, we are 
of good courage, and we would rather 
be away from the body and at home 
with the Lord.  (9)  So whether we are 
at home or away, we make it our aim 
to please him.  (10)  For we must all 
appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, so that each one may receive 
what is due for what he has done in the 
body, whether good or evil. 
 
For the Christian, to be “absent from 
the body” (very interesting term that 
shows the real us is not our body) is to 
continue to exist, to continue to “be”, 
is to continue to be conscious and be 
with Christ.   
 

What about this “appearing before the 
judgment seat of Christ” business 
here? Well, Christ is going to judge all 
human beings. He said so. Now, you 
can stand before Him dressed in 
“righteousness” of your own making 
and design and end in hell, OR you can 
appear before Him robed in the 
righteousness HE has provided for all 
who turn from their own willful way 
and believe in Him alone as their 
means of being put right with God.  
 
This is what Jesus meant when he 
taught the following – 
 
Matthew 22:1-14  And again Jesus 
spoke to them in parables, saying,  (2)  
"The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who gave a 
wedding feast for his son, (3)  and sent 
his servants to call those who were 
invited to the wedding feast, but they 
would not come.  
 
(4)  Again he sent other servants, 
saying, 'Tell those who are invited, 
"See, I have prepared my dinner, my 
oxen and my fat calves have been 
slaughtered, and everything is ready. 
Come to the wedding feast."' (5)  But 
they paid no attention and went off, 
one to his farm, another to his 
business, (6)  while the rest seized his 
servants, treated them shamefully, and 
killed them.  
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(7)  The king was angry, and he sent 
his troops and destroyed those 
murderers and burned their city. (8)  
Then he said to his servants, 'The 
wedding feast is ready, but those 
invited were not worthy. (9)  Go 
therefore to the main roads and invite 
to the wedding feast as many as you 
find.' (10)  And those servants went 
out into the roads and gathered all 
whom they found, both bad and good. 
So the wedding hall was filled with 
guests.  
 
(11)  "But when the king came in to 
look at the guests, he saw there a man 
who had no wedding garment. (12)  
And he said to him, 'Friend, how did 
you get in here without a wedding 
garment?' And he was speechless. (13)  
Then the king said to the attendants, 
'Bind him hand and foot and cast him 
into the outer darkness. In that place 
there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.' (14)  For many are called, but 
few are chosen." 
 
The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to….  Jesus is using this 
parable to teach us about how the King 
of creation (God) is dealing with 
people right now. He has extended a 
personal invitation to us to come to 
Him and enjoy the life He has 
prepared for us. But most people reject 
the invitation! Most people do not 
want to hear about Christ, they do not 
want to obey Him, they do not want to 

admit that they desperately need Him 
and the life only He can provide. 
Nope. They are too busy doing their 
own thing. 
 
But the person I particularly want to 
call your attention to this morning is 
this fellow who DID come to the 
wedding feast, but came dressed in 
attire of his own choosing and design. 
We find this kind of person today even 
in churches, claiming to be a Christian. 
But he is not. How do we know? 
Because he is not clothed with the 
righteousness of Christ. He has dressed 
himself up in his own “righteousness,” 
claiming that by his own doings and 
deeds HE has made himself right with 
God. Want to know what God thinks 
of such business? Well, here you have 
it in these words of Jesus - 
 
'Bind him hand and foot and cast him 
into the outer darkness. In that place 
there will be weeping and gnashing of  
 
But what there will NOT be is non-
existence. It is forever and ever, that 
outer darkness separate from God and 
from Christ and from every single 
good thing in the universe. The 
torment of hell is the eternal 
nothingness – 
 
•   No comfort of even the smallest 

kind 
•   No cool drink of water 
•   No enjoyment of friends 
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•   No smell of a flower 
•   No beauty of a river or mountain 
•   No beautiful design in a 

snowflake 
•   No animals 
•   No order 
•   No….NO-thing 

 
Because, you see, EVERY good thing 
that exists comes from God. Reject 
Christ and you reject God. You reject 
His kingdom, His creation, His 
blessings, and what are you left with? 
Darkness. Void. Chaos. The irony you 
see, is that hell is what people who 
reject Christ choose for themselves. 
God gives them what they want. No 
God for them, they say. And that is 
exactly what they get and they only 
have themselves to blame because they 
refused to come to the wedding feast in 
Christ’s righteousness.  
 
You must be certain that you are not 
such a person. You must be absolutely 
sure that you know Christ, that He 
knows you, that you have been born as 
a new creation through faith in Him. 
We close with these very familiar, yet 
incredibly important words – 
 
John 3:14-21  And as Moses lifted up 
the serpent in the wilderness, so must 
the Son of Man be lifted up, (15)  that 
whoever believes in him may have 
eternal life. (16)  "For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only Son, 

that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life. (17)  
For God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might be saved 
through him. (18)  Whoever believes 
in him is not condemned, but whoever 
does not believe is condemned already, 
because he has not believed in the 
name of the only Son of God. (19)  
And this is the judgment: the light has 
come into the world, and people loved 
the darkness rather than the light 
because their works were evil. (20)  
For everyone who does wicked things 
hates the light and does not come to 
the light, lest his works should be 
exposed. (21)  But whoever does what 
is true comes to the light, so that it 
may be clearly seen that his works 
have been carried out in God." 
 
 
 
 
 


