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A Bible-Believing Church 

1 Timothy 3:14-15, 2 Timothy 3:14-17 

  14 I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to you 

so that, 15 if I delay, you may know how one ought to behave in the 

household of God, which is the church of the living God, a pillar 

and buttress of the truth. 

 
  14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have 

firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it  15 and how 

from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, 

which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in 

Christ Jesus. 

 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, 

for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that 

the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. 

A Pillar 

 In the "heyday" of Greek architecture pillars were both 

beautiful and structurally essential 

 The Temple of Diana in Ephesus 

 one of the seven wonders of the ancient world 

 127 pillars, each one was the gift of a king 

 each pillar was integrally involved in holding up and 

supporting this massive temple 

 A "pillar of the church" 

 someone who speaks with authority 

 insofar as Jesus' church stays connected to Him and His 

Word, the church speaks with Jesus' authority 

A Buttress 

 Refers to the foundation on which a structure rests 

 The foundation plays an essential role in supporting the 

superstructure of a building 

 Jesus' church doesn't only rest on the foundation of His 

Word 

 Jesus' church undergirds and supports God's Word as it 

repeatedly points to its authority in the lives of God's people 

 we are to hold up God's Word for all to see 

 "It is the solemn responsibility of every church to solidly, 

immovably, unshakably uphold the truth of God’s 

Word." (John MacArthur) 

 To tamper with God's Word is to destroy the very reason the 

church exists 

 Holding up, highlighting, and celebrating God's Word is 

something we do together 

 we need to do this as individuals so we are better 

prepared and equipped to do it corporately 

 believe, memorize, meditate on, study, obey, defend, 

live, proclaim the Word 



A Cost 

 Being a pillar and buttress of the truth does not come 

without a cost (John 17:14) 

 the world hates Jesus 

 the world hates Jesus' Word 

 the world hates those who hold up, live by, and defend 

Jesus' Word 

 There is a devolution and downward spiral that begins when 

a society abandons the Bible 

 man-made standards of morality 

 those who don't respond to that version of "morality" 

with "tolerance" are dealt with, with intolerance 

How to Hold On 

 We need to keep putting ourselves in places and settings 

where God's Word is being exalted  (Psalm 138:2) 

 always keep your antennae up and your radar on to 

discern if an author or speaker is lifting up and exalting 

God's Word 

 we live in a universe filled with lies 

 we need a steady diet of the truth 

 you won't possibly be able to defend the truth if you don't 

know what the truth is 

 The faithful example of Charles Simeon (1759-1835) 

 Truth dominates the church... Truth defines the church... 

Truth reigns over the church 

 ALL Scripture is inspired (breathed out) by God 

 the actual, specific words of God (2 Peter 1:21) 

 Those who follow Jesus are "people of the Book" 

 truth lies outside us, it is objective and absolute 

 truth can only be discovered, it can never be determined 

 God gives us His Word of truth so that we will be complete, 

equipped for every good work 

Personal Application 

1. What specific things are you doing to undergird and 

support God's Word? How do others know about its 

authority in your life? 

2. Which of the following are part of your life right now:  

believe, memorize, meditate on, study, obey, defend, live, 

proclaim the Word? Which of these deserve/demand more 

of your time and attention? 

3. The world hates Jesus and those who uphold His Word. 

How prepared are you to be the object of ridicule, rejection, 

or persecution because of your stand on Jesus' Word? 

4. How able are you to discern a lie when you read or hear it 

even from a Christian author or speaker? What do you need 

to do in order to become more discerning?  


