
 

Title: “Jacob Knows Sorrow and Blessing Together” 
Text:   Genesis 35:16-29 
Theme: Jacob moved on from the place where God appeared to 
him.  His life involved movement and change.  As life 
continued, he knew pain, sorrow, heartache, and betrayal.  Yet 
God worked in and through all of them.  Coupled with the 
pain and sorrow Jacob also saw blessing.  It works  much 
the same for us. 

 

 
I. _________________ Is Born But _______________ Dies  (16-21)  

 

 

 

 

 

II. Reuben ________________________ His Father’s ___________________ 

But Jacob’s Family Remains __________________ and _____________  

(22-26) 

 

 

 

 

 

III. Isaac ______________ But Jacob ___________________ with His Father 

and Enjoys _________________ with Esau  (27-29) 

 

 

 

 

IV. Applications 

A. The “_________ _________” aspect of Christ’s kingdom means 

we will still experience _______________ and 

__________________ in this life. 

 

 

 

 

 

B. These stories in Genesis are not ________________ designed only 

to _____________________ important ideas.  They really 

_______________________. 

 

 

 

 

 

C. _____________________________ must be a primary and major 

_________________________ in our lives. 

 

 

 

 



Questions to Answer and Discuss at Home or in Small Group: 

1. What happened to Rachel, Jacob’s wife, as they traveled away from 
Bethel  (v. 16)?   

2. What news of comfort did the midwife give to Rachel  (v. 17)?   

3. What name did Rachel give to her newborn son? What does it mean?  
What happened after this (v. 18a)?   

4. Jacob renamed his newborn son.  What name did he give to him (v. 
18b)?   

5. Where was Rachel buried (v. 19)?   

6. What did Jacob erect that was still standing in Moses’ day (v. 20)?   

7. What was the significance of Reuben’s terrible action?  What did 
Jacob do about it (vv. 22)?   

8. Which of the wives of Jacob is named first in the list of his children’s 
genealogy (vv. 23-26)?   

9. How many of Jacob’s children were born in the land of Canaan (vv. 
16-17)?   

10. Where was Jacob’s father living at this time (v. 27)?   

11. How old was Isaac when he died (v. 28)?   

12. Who took care of Isaac’s burial  (v. 29)?   

13. What three deaths are recorded in chapter 35?   

14. Give the three contrasting pairs of events in Jacob’s life in this 
passage that illustrate the bittersweet nature of Jacob’s sojourn in the 
land of promise.   

15. Why do you suppose we have not yet been spared the pain and 
sorrow of this fallen world? 

16. What gives you comfort and hope in the midst of trials and 
difficulties?  

17. Why is it important to defend the historicity of the Biblical stories? 

18. How would you handle alleged discrepancies between what 
Scripture says about the facts and events of history versus what 
secular scholars might assert?  What facts that Scripture records 
present the most difficulty for you to accept? 

19. What is the difference between “science” and “scientism”? 

20. Why must Christians be always ready to forgive and to reconcile?  Is 
there a difference between forgiveness and reconciliation? 

 


